
 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

 

 November 29, 2023 

Ms. Tanowa Troupe, Secretary                                                                                               
Docketing Division, Ohio Power Siting Board 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43215-3793 
 

Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (“Certificate”) 
Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne Substation Project 

Case No. 22-0248-EL-BTX 
Proof of Publication in Compliance with OAC Rule 4906-3-10(A)(2)  

 
Dear Ms. Troupe: 
 

Pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Rule 4906-3-10(A), please find attached 
copies of the second notice of proposed utility facility required by OAC Rule 4906-3-9(A)(2).   

 
On November 20, 2023, the second notice letters were mailed by certified mail, with return 

receipt requested, to each official of the political subdivisions immediately affected by the proposed 
Project listed in Exhibit 1, which is a list of the public officials, persons, and entities that received 
service of a copy of American Transmission Systems, Incorporated’s Application for the above-
referenced project pursuant to OAC Rule 4906-7-03. The second notice letters to all owners of property 
crossed or adjacent to the preferred and alternate routes, required by OAC Rule 4906-3-09(A), were 
sent by U.S. Postal First-Class Mail on November 21, 2023. Copies of the letters as well as all 
enclosures are included in Exhibit 2. 

 
Additionally, in compliance with Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Rule 4906-6-08(A)(2), 

please find enclosed as Exhibit 3 proof of publication for docketing in the above-referenced case. The 
public notice was published in the Toledo Blade on November 23, 2023, and in the Northwest Signal 
(former the Fulton County Expositor) on November 27, 2023. 
 

Should the Ohio Power Siting Board desire further information or discussion of this submittal, 
please contact me at 330-761-4473. 
 

Sincerely, 

                                                           
Nataliya Bryksenkova, Engineer  
Transmission and Substation Design 

             FirstEnergy Service Company 
cc: J. O’Dell 



Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne Substation Project 
Officials to Be Served a Copy of the Certified Application 

OPSB Case No. 22-0248-EL-BTX 

Fulton County 

Commissioner Jon Rupp, 
President 
Fulton County Commissioners 
152 S. Fulton St., Suite 270 
Wauseon, OH 43567 

Commissioner Jeff Rupp, 
Vice President 
Fulton County Commissioners 
152 S. Fulton St., Suite 270 
Wauseon, OH 43567 

Commissioner Joe Short, 
Fulton County Commissioners 
152 S. Fulton St., Suite 270 
Wauseon, OH 43567 

Frank T. Onweller 
Fulton County Engineer 
9120 Co. Rd. 14 
Wauseon, OH 43567

Vond T. Hall 
Fulton County Administrator 
152 S. Fulton St., Suite 270 
Wauseon, OH 43567 

Christy Shadbolt, Director 
Fulton County Regional Planning 
Commission 
152 S. Fulton St., Suite 100 
Wauseon, OH 43567 

Julie Brink, Director 
Fulton County Visitors Bureau 
8848 State Route 108, Suite 108 
Wauseon, OH 43567

Delta Village 

Frank Wilton 
Mayor, Delta Village 
401 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515 

Arthur Thomas 
Delta Village Council 
401 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515 

Brad Peebles 
Delta Village Administrator 
401 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515

Andy Welch 
Delta Village Planning 
Commission 
401 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515 

Stephanie Mossing 
Delta Village Finance Director 
401 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515

EXHIBIT 1



Village of Swanton 
 

Neil Toeppe 
Mayor, Village of Swanton 
219 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH 43558 

 
Dianne Westhoven, President Pro- 
Tempore 
Swanton Village Council 
219 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH 43558 

Shannon Shulters 
Village of Swanton Administrator 
219 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH 43558 
 
M. Jason Vasco 
Village of Swanton Finance Director 
219 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH 43558

 
York Township 

 
Mark Jones, Trustee 
York Township 
6955 Co. Rd. FG 
Delta, OH 43515 

 
Robert W. Trowbridge, Trustee 
York Township 
6955 Co. Rd. FG 
Delta, OH 43515 

 

Jeffrey Mazurowski, Trustee 
York Township 
6955 Co. Rd. FG 
Delta, OH 43515 
 
Karen S. Miller, Fiscal Officer 
York Township 
6955 Co. Rd. FG 
Delta, OH 43515

Swan Creek Township 
 

Rick Kazmierczak, Trustee 
Swan Creek Township 
5565 County Road D 
Delta, OH 43515 

 
Gene Wilson, Trustee 
Swan Creek Township 
5565 County Road D 
Delta, OH 43515 

 

Brian Meyer, Trustee 
Swan Creek Township 
5565 County Road D 
Delta, OH 43515 
 
Jo Stultz, Fiscal Officer 
Swan Creek Township 
5565 County Road D 
Delta, OH 43515

Fulton Township 
 

Scott Gillen, Trustee 
Fulton Township 
10555 Co. Rd. 4 
Swanton, OH 43558 

 
 
 

Joe E. Gombash, Trustee 
Fulton Township 
10555 Co. Rd. 4 
Swanton, OH 43558 
 
 
 



Bernard Wanner, Trustee 
Fulton Township 
10555 Co. Rd. 4 
Swanton, OH 43558 

 

Julie Szabo, Fiscal Officer 
Fulton Township 
10555 Co. Rd. 4 
Swanton, OH 43558

Pike Township 
 

Jon Ersham, Trustee 
Pike Township 
10810 County Road 10-2 
Delta, OH 43515 

 
Ted Howard, Trustee 
Pike Township 
10810 County Road 10-2 
Delta, OH 43515 

 

Jack Wagner, Trustee 
Pike Township 
10810 County Road 10-2 
Delta, OH 43515 
 
Dennis N. Savage, Fiscal Officer 
Pike Township 
10810 County Road 10-2 
Delta, OH 43515

Libraries 
 

Candy Baird, Director 
Delta Public Library 
402 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515 

 

Staci Treece, Acting Director 
Swanton Public Library 
305 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH 43558

 

 



EXHIBIT 2



 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

November 20, 2023 
[Name] 
[Office] 
[Address Line 1] 
[Address Line 2] 
 

Re: OPSB Case No. 22-0248-EL-BTX, Application to the Ohio Power Siting Board 
for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Dowling-
Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne Substation Project (“Project”) 

 
Dear Mx. XXXX, 
  

As you may be aware, American Transmission Systems, Incorporated (“ATSI”), a 
FirstEnergy company, has proposed to construct the Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line 
Tap to Melbourne Substation Project (“Project”), in an Application submitted to the Ohio Power 
Siting Board (“Board”). This letter is being sent to you to update you on the schedule of public 
hearings set by the Board for this Project. 

 
The proposed Project proposes to build a new 345 kV four-breaker ring bus substation 

(“Melbourne Substation”) on a 9-acre site and one new 345 kV transmission line to connect the 
Melbourne Substation with ATSI’s existing 345 kV electric transmission system.  The line will 
extend approximately 9 miles from the existing Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line to the 
Melbourne Substation.  Also, as part of this Project, ATSI will construct two approximately 0.5-
mile-long 345 kV transmission lines to connect the existing, customer-owned Sydney Substation 
to the proposed Melbourne Substation.  The transmission lines will be constructed primarily on 
single steel monopoles.   

 
An Application to construct, operate and maintain this facility is now pending before the 

Board and has been assigned Case Number 22-0248-EL-BTX. Route alternatives under 
consideration traverse Delta Village and Fulton, Pike, Swan Creek, and York Townships in Fulton 
County, Ohio, and the general locations of the Preferred and Alternate Routes for the Project are 
shown on the accompanying map of the area. 
 

On October 2, 2023, the Board scheduled hearings for the Project. The public hearing of 
this case consists of two parts: 

 
A. A local public (non-adjudicatory) hearing, pursuant to Section 4906.08(C), Revised Code, 

where the Board shall accept written or oral testimony from any person on Wednesday, 
December 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., at the Delta American Legion Post A.E.E.E.W. No.373 
5939 SR 109 Delta, Ohio 43515, and 

 



 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

B. An evidentiary (adjudicatory) hearing commencing on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 10:00 
a.m., at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, 
Hearing Room 11-C, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 
 
The Board shall accept written or oral testimony regarding comments on the proposed 

facility from any person at the public hearing, but the right to call and examine witnesses shall be 
reserved for parties. However, the Board may adopt rules to exclude repetitive, immaterial, or 
irrelevant testimony. See Revised Code Section 4906.08(C).  
 

This marks the second, and final, public notice regarding public hearings for the Project. 
Initial notice of the Application was provided to public officials and libraries, as well as to affected 
and adjacent landowners, by mail sent on October 10, 2023, as required by Ohio Power Siting Board 
regulations. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me at nbryksenkova@firstenergycorp.com or call me at 

(330) 761-4473 if you have any questions. 
 

Sincerely, 

                     
Nataliya Bryksenkova, Engineer  
Transmission and Substation Design 
FirstEnergy Service Company 

 
Attachment 
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 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

              November 20, 2023 
Candy Baird, Director 
Delta Public Library 
402 Main Street 
Delta, OH 43515 
 

Re: OPSB Case No. 20-0248-EL-BTX, Application to the Ohio Power Siting Board for 
a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Dowling-
Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne Substation Project (“Project”) 

 
Dear Ms. Baird, 
  

American Transmission Systems, Incorporated (“ATSI”), a FirstEnergy company, is 
proposing to construct the Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne 
Substation Project (“Project”). This letter briefly describes the Project, the Ohio Power Siting 
Board (“Board”) certification process and provides notice of the date, time and location of an 
upcoming public hearing on the Project. We respectfully request that you include a copy of this 
letter with the balance of Project materials already provided for public review at your library.  

 
The Project proposes to build a new 345 kV four-breaker ring bus substation (“Melbourne 

Substation”) on a 9-acre site and one new 345 kV transmission line to connect the Melbourne 
Substation with ATSI’s existing 345 kV electric transmission system.  The line will extend 
approximately 9 miles from the existing Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line to the 
Melbourne Substation.  Also, as part of this Project, ATSI will construct two approximately 0.5-
mile-long 345 kV transmission lines to connect the existing, customer-owned Sydney Substation 
to the proposed Melbourne Substation.  The transmission lines will be constructed primarily on 
single steel monopoles.   

 
An Application to construct, operate and maintain this facility is now pending before the 

Board and has been assigned Case Number 22-0248-EL-BTX. Route alternatives under 
consideration traverse Delta Village and Fulton, Pike, Swan Creek, and York Townships in Fulton 
County, Ohio, and the general locations of the Preferred and Alternate Routes for the Project are 
shown on the accompanying map of the area. 
 

On October 2, 2023, the Board scheduled hearings for the Project. The public hearing of 
this case consists of two parts: 

 
A. A local public (non-adjudicatory) hearing, pursuant to Section 4906.08(C), Revised Code, 

where the Board shall accept written or oral testimony from any person on Wednesday, 
December 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., at the Delta American Legion Post A.E.E.E.W. No.373 
5939 SR 109 Delta, Ohio 43515, and 
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B. An evidentiary (adjudicatory) hearing commencing on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 
10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, 
Hearing Room 11-C, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 
 
The Board shall accept written or oral testimony regarding comments on the proposed 

facility from any person at the public hearing, but the right to call and examine witnesses shall be 
reserved for parties. However, the Board may adopt rules to exclude repetitive, immaterial, or 
irrelevant testimony. See Revised Code Section 4906.08(C). 
 

This marks the second, and final, public notice regarding public hearings for the Project. 
Initial notice of the Application was provided to public officials and libraries, as well as to affected 
and adjacent landowners, by mail sent on October 10, 2023, as required by Ohio Power Siting 
Board regulations. 

 
Thank you for your attention to this request, 

 
 
Sincerely, 

                      
Nataliya Bryksenkova 
Engineer  
Transmission and Substation Design 
FirstEnergy Service Company 

Attachment 
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 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

             November 20, 2023 
Staci Treece, Acting Director 
Swanton Public Library 
305 Chestnut Street 
Swanton, OH 43558 
 

Re: OPSB Case No. 20-0248-EL-BTX, Application to the Ohio Power Siting Board for 
a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Dowling-
Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne Substation Project (“Project”) 

 
Dear Ms. Treece, 
  

American Transmission Systems, Incorporated (“ATSI”), a FirstEnergy company, is 
proposing to construct the Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne 
Substation Project (“Project”). This letter briefly describes the Project, the Ohio Power Siting 
Board (“Board”) certification process and provides notice of the date, time and location of an 
upcoming public hearing on the Project. We respectfully request that you include a copy of this 
letter with the balance of Project materials already provided for public review at your library.  

 
The Project proposes to build a new 345 kV four-breaker ring bus substation (“Melbourne 

Substation”) on a 9-acre site and one new 345 kV transmission line to connect the Melbourne 
Substation with ATSI’s existing 345 kV electric transmission system.  The line will extend 
approximately 9 miles from the existing Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line to the 
Melbourne Substation.  Also, as part of this Project, ATSI will construct two approximately 0.5-
mile-long 345 kV transmission lines to connect the existing, customer-owned Sydney Substation 
to the proposed Melbourne Substation.  The transmission lines will be constructed primarily on 
single steel monopoles.   

 
An Application to construct, operate and maintain this facility is now pending before the 

Board and has been assigned Case Number 22-0248-EL-BTX. Route alternatives under 
consideration traverse Delta Village and Fulton, Pike, Swan Creek, and York Townships in Fulton 
County, Ohio, and the general locations of the Preferred and Alternate Routes for the Project are 
shown on the accompanying map of the area. 
 

On October 2, 2023, the Board scheduled hearings for the Project. The public hearing of 
this case consists of two parts: 

 
A. A local public (non-adjudicatory) hearing, pursuant to Section 4906.08(C), Revised Code, 

where the Board shall accept written or oral testimony from any person on Wednesday, 
December 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., at the Delta American Legion Post A.E.E.E.W. No.373 
5939 SR 109 Delta, Ohio 43515, and 
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B. An evidentiary (adjudicatory) hearing commencing on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 
10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, 
Hearing Room 11-C, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 
 
The Board shall accept written or oral testimony regarding comments on the proposed 

facility from any person at the public hearing, but the right to call and examine witnesses shall be 
reserved for parties. However, the Board may adopt rules to exclude repetitive, immaterial, or 
irrelevant testimony. See Revised Code Section 4906.08(C). 
 

This marks the second, and final, public notice regarding public hearings for the Project. 
Initial notice of the Application was provided to public officials and libraries, as well as to affected 
and adjacent landowners, by mail sent on October 10, 2023, as required by Ohio Power Siting 
Board regulations. 

 
Thank you for your attention to this request, 

 
 
Sincerely, 

                      
Nataliya Bryksenkova 
Engineer  
Transmission and Substation Design 
FirstEnergy Service Company 

Attachment  
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 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

  November 21, 2023 
Name Line 1 
Name Line 2 
Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
 

Re: OPSB Case No. 22-0248-EL-BTX, Application to the Ohio Power Siting Board 
for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the Dowling-
Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line Tap to Melbourne Substation Project (“Project”) 

 
Dear [Name]: 
  

As you may be aware, American Transmission Systems, Incorporated (“ATSI”), a 
FirstEnergy company, has proposed to construct the Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line 
Tap to Melbourne Substation Project (“Project”), a new major utility facility, in an Application 
submitted to the Ohio Power Siting Board (“Board”). This letter is a follow-up notice to my letter 
sent on October 10, 2023, and is being sent to you as the property owner of a parcel along either 
the preferred or alternate route for the Project to apprise you that the Board has scheduled the 
hearings for this Project. 

 
The Project proposes to build a new 345 kV four-breaker ring bus substation (“Melbourne 

Substation”) on a 9-acre site and one new 345 kV transmission line to connect the Melbourne 
Substation with ATSI’s existing 345 kV electric transmission system.  The line will extend 
approximately 9 miles from the existing Dowling-Fulton 345 kV Transmission Line to the 
Melbourne Substation.  Also, as part of this Project, ATSI will construct two approximately 0.5-
mile-long 345 kV transmission lines to connect the existing, customer-owned Sydney Substation 
to the proposed Melbourne Substation. The transmission lines will be constructed primarily on 
single steel monopoles.   

 
An Application to construct, operate and maintain this facility is now pending before the 

Board and has been assigned Case Number 22-0248-EL-BTX. Route alternatives under 
consideration traverse Delta Village and Fulton, Pike, Swan Creek, and York Townships in Fulton 
County, Ohio, and the general locations of the Preferred and Alternate Routes for the Project are 
shown on the accompanying map of the area. 
 

On October 2, 2023, the Board scheduled hearings for the Project. The public hearing of 
this case consists of two parts: 

 
 
 



 76 South Main Street 
 Akron, Ohio 44308 

 
 

A. A local public (non-adjudicatory) hearing, pursuant to Section 4906.08(C), Revised Code, 
where the Board shall accept written or oral testimony from any person on Wednesday, 
December 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., at the Delta American Legion Post A.E.E.E.W. No.373 
5939 SR 109 Delta, Ohio 43515, and 

 
B. An evidentiary (adjudicatory) hearing commencing on Tuesday, January 9, 2024, at 10:00 

a.m., at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, 
Hearing Room 11-C, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 

 
The Board shall accept written or oral testimony regarding comments on the proposed 

facility from any person at the public hearing, but the right to call and examine witnesses shall be 
reserved for parties. However, the Board may adopt rules to exclude repetitive, immaterial, or 
irrelevant testimony. See Revised Code Section 4906.08(C). 
 

This marks the second, and final, public notice regarding public hearings for the Project. 
Initial notice of the Application was provided to public officials and libraries, as well as to affected 
and adjacent landowners, by mail sent on October 13, 2023, as required by Ohio Power Siting Board 
regulations. 

 
As always, if you have any questions, please feel free to submit questions or comments 

directly to transmissionprojects@firstenergycorp.com or contact us at 1-888-311-4737. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

     
Nataliya Bryksenkova, Engineer  
Transmission and Substation Design 
FirstEnergy Service Company 
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EXHIBIT 3





American Transmission Systems, Incorporated (“ATSI”), a FirstEnergy company, 
proposes to build a new 345 kV four-breaker ring bus substation (“Melbourne 
Substation”) on a 9-acre site and one new 345 kV transmission line to connect 

Substation to the proposed Melbourne Substation.  The transmission lines will be 
constructed primarily on single steel monopoles.  

An Application to construct, operate and maintain this facility is now pending 

Swan Creek, and York Townships in Fulton County, Ohio, and the general 
locations of the Preferred and Alternate Routes for the Project are shown on the 
accompanying map of the area. 

As scheduled by Board, the public hearing of this case consists of two parts:

Revised Code, where the Board shall accept written or oral testimony from 

and

B. An evidentiary (adjudicatory) hearing commencing on Tuesday, January 9,

The Board shall accept written or oral testimony regarding comments on the 
proposed facility from any person at the public hearing, but the right to call and 

This marks the second, and final, public notice regarding public hearings for 
the Project.  Initial notice of the Application was provided to public officials 
and libraries, as well as to affected and adjacent landowners, by mail sent on 

Board regulations.

NOTICE OF 
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Northwest Signal

 GOT A STORY IDEA? E-MAIL: contactus@northwestsignal.net THE #1 SOURCE OF LOCAL NEWS IN HENRY, FULTON, AND LUCAS COUNTIES

FAMILY

DEAR ABBY: I went to 
visit a man I was dating and 
there was no visitor park-
ing available. He told me 
to park in any space, even 
though there were signs 
stating non-residents would 
be towed. He said not to 
worry about it, that I’d be 
there only a few hours. Suf-
fice it to say, I got towed.

He did drive me to the 
tow yard to retrieve my car, 
but he didn’t offer to pay 
for my tow charge, or even 
half of it. I thought it would 
have been nice of him to at 
least offer, and that his not 
offering demonstrated lack 
of character.

Yes, I know I chose to 
believe him at my own risk 
and that I’m responsible for 
my choices. But I trusted his 
information. In your opinion, 
did that demonstrate question-
able character on his part? — 
TOWED IN TEXAS

DEAR TOWED: I’m 
not sure it demonstrated 
lack of character, but it 

certainly demonstrated 
lack of generosity. If he 
couldn’t bring himself to 
take full responsibility, I 
agree he could have of-
fered to pay half the fee. 
(I hope you put this guy in 
the rearview mirror.)

DEAR ABBY: I over-
heard my adult child speak to 
his significant other in a way 
I have heard only one other 
time. My child was not raised 
that way. My spouse and 
our children lived in what 
I thought was a traditional 
upbringing. I was shocked 
the first time and calmly 
expressed that speaking to 
another person with those 
words was disrespectful. I 
chalked it up to being young 
and not being mindful of oth-
er people’s feelings.

Once again, although I 
was not attempting to eaves-
drop, I heard the same lan-
guage. I expressed that I was 
disappointed, embarrassed 
and ashamed of that lan-
guage directed at another 

person. I suggested therapy 
to deal with this, but it scares 
me to think I don’t know my 
own child and they are ca-
pable of such behavior. Is it 
possible I raised a Jekyll and 
Hyde or a young adult with 
no sense of pride or man-
ners? — NOT MY CHILD

DEAR NOT MY 
CHILD: It is possible that 
you raised an adult child 
who has trouble controlling 
their temper and forgets 
that vulgarity and disrespect 
lessen the target’s respect 
for the invective-thrower. 
Therapy might help if your 
child is open to it, but hav-
ing suggested it, the time has 
come for you to step out of 
this unfortunate scenario. 
(The exception would be 
if you are afraid the verbal 
abuse could escalate.)

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
single, childless aunt/great 
aunt. For decades I took on 
the task of traveling to visit 
family while the kids were 
young. No problem. But 

I’ve recently learned the 
now-adult kids have been in 
my area and never contacted 
me. I was extremely hurt and 
let them know it when the 
opportunity presented itself. 
I am also insulted that they 
would make no effort. My 
initial reaction is to no lon-
ger make the effort. What to 
do? — ACHING AUNTIE

DEAR AUNTIE: The 
first thing to do is ask your 
nieces and nephews why 
they didn’t let you know 
they were nearby. Once 
you know the reason, you 
can decide how much ef-
fort you want to make to 
see them in the future.

Boyfriend’s bad advice proves costly
Dear Abby
Written by Jeanne 
Phillips, also known 
as Abigail Van Buren. 
Contact her at  
www.DearAbby.com  
or write to:  
Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

Whereas we had a few days of fam-
ily-filled events earlier, Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday included lots of foot-
ball. We listened to the Liberty Center 
and Patrick Henry games Friday night, 
and even watched Iowa capture the 
Big Ten West title at the same time.

Saturday, we watched the entire 
Michigan-Ohio State game, and then 
watched parts of other games after 
that. Sunday included watching the 
Browns, and now we are in a time-out from football 
until this weekend.

We also got a few other things done around the 
house Saturday morning, getting about 90% of our 
outdoor decorating complete.

Friday afternoon I even helped the Lions Club ped-
dle their Christmas trees for an hour or so. I also solved 
a possible theft of one of our trees. My granddaughter 
Morgan called me Wednesday to check on our hours. 
She needed a tree right then, so I gave her and her hus-
band Caleb permission to pick up a tree and to pay me 
for it Thursday. One of our members took a picture of 
their vehicle as they loaded a tree in their truck. How-
ever, when I appeared Friday (on opening day), I gave 
them the check and the “theft” was solved.

Email comments to geno34@embarqmail.com.

������������

Gene Grime

It’s time to dress up 
for the holidays. While 
this certainly applies to 
our wardrobes, here we 
are talking about hum-
mus. Hummus is a party 
favorite, easy to make 
in advance and unfail-
ingly popular. It’s also 
very beige in color. This 
recipe gives the depend-
able Levantine chick-
pea-and-tahini dip a hol-
iday makeover, infusing it with a jolt of 
color and a sprinkle of bling to usher in 
the festive season.

For that task, look no further than the 
humble beet root. Beet roots are sweet 
and earthy, packed with fiber, vitamins 
and nutrients, and, for the sake of a party, 
they are decidedly not beige. Their bril-
liant fuchsia flesh lends vibrance and ex-
tra depth of flavor (not to mention healthy 
antioxidants) to the hummus, elevating 
it to take center stage in your appetizer 
spread.

Other sweet and colorful root vegeta-
bles, such as carrots or sweet potatoes, 
can be substituted for the beets. Roast 
the sweet potatoes until tender, then peel. 
If using carrots, peel them first and then 
roast until very tender. Both vegetables 
will tint the hummus a warm orange color 
and contribute their flavor to the dip.

Once prepared, top off your hummus 
with a generous sprinkle of garnishes, 
such as grated lemon zest, chopped mint 
or cilantro, chopped pistachios, and a 
drizzle of olive oil for extra bling. It’s the 
party season, after all.

Roasted Beet Hummus
Active time: 15 minutes
Total time: 15 minutes, plus roasting 

time for the beets
Yield: Makes about 2 1/2 cups
1 pound medium red beets, roasted un-

til tender, skin removed
1 (15-ounce) can chickpeas, drained 

and rinsed
2 garlic cloves, chopped
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
1/4 cup tahini

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 teaspoon Sriracha
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1/2 teaspoon ground coriander
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pep-

per
Garnishes:
Extra-virgin olive oil
Finely grated lemon zest
Chopped fresh mint or cilantro
Accompaniments:
Baguette slices, pita bread, seasonal 

crudites
Place all the ingredients in the bowl of 

a food processor and process to blend. If 
too thick, add warm water to loosen. The 
hummus should not be too soupy. Taste 
for seasoning.

To serve, transfer to a bowl. Garnish 
with a light drizzle of olive oil, lemon 
zest and mint. Serve with baguette slices, 
pita bread and/or crudites for dipping.

The hummus can be made in advance 
and stored in an airtight container in the 
refrigerator for up to three days. Serve at 
room temperature.

A hummus makeover

Photo by Lynda Balslev for Tastefood

Roasted Beet Hummus

Lynda
Balslev

Today
Handicraft group at 

Napoleon Public Library, 
10 a.m.

Storytime at Liber-
ty Center Public Library, 
11:15 a.m.; card making 
class, 6 p.m., $10.

Toddler storytime at Hol-
gate Community Library, 
6 p.m.

Lighting of the lights at 
Deshler Village Park, Santa 

in the shelterhouse, 6:30 p.m.
Bingo to benefit the Hen-

ry County Humane Society, 
Filling Home, Napoleon, 
doors open at 5 p.m., games 
start at 7 p.m.

Annual Christmas parade 
in Wauseon, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 28
Storytime at Napoleon 

Public Library, 10 a.m.
Storytime at Deshler Pub-

lic Library, 10:30 a.m.

Knit and crochet group 
at Hamler Public Library, 
1 p.m.

Open studio program 
at Soaring Arts, Napoleon, 
4-7 p.m., $25, 419-592-
0535.

Chess club play and tod-
dler tunes program at Liberty 
Center Public Library, 5 p.m.

Adult painting program 
at Holgate Community Li-
brary, 6:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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