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PUBLI C UTI LI TIES COVMM SSI ON OF OHI O
PUBLI C HEARI NG BEFORE THE PUCO COMM SSI ON
* * *
I N RE:
CASE NO. 22-1132- GA- ALT,
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLI CATI ON OF SUBURBAN
NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL OF AN ALTERNATI VE
FORM OF REGULATI ON

CASE NO. 23-21- GA- AAM
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLI CATI ON OF SUBURBAN
NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL TO CHANGE
ACCOUNTI NG METHODS.

* * *
CASE NO. 23-22- GA- ATA,
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPL| CATI ON OF SUBURBAN
NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR APPROVAL TO ESTABLI SH
CAPI TAL EXPENDI TURE PROGRAM RI DER.

The above-styled cause came on for
heari ng before Lisa K. Keller, a Notary Public in
and for the State of Ohio at the Public Utilities
Comm ssion of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street,

Col unmbus, Ohi o, on Tuesday, October 3, 2023,
begi nning at 10: 00 a. m

* * *

Veritext Lega Solutions
WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376
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On behal f of the Public Utilities Conm ssion:
Assi stant Ohio Attorney General
By: Werner L. Margard, |11
Rhi annon Howar d
Attorneys at Law
30 East Broad Street, 16th Floor
Col umbus, Ohio 43215
Wer ner . Mar gar d@hi oAt t or neyGener al . gov

On behal f of Suburban Natural Gas Conpany:
Car penter Lipps, LLP

By: Kimberly W Boj ko
Attorney at Law
280 North High Street, Suite 1300
Col unmbus, Ohio 43215
Boj ko@ar penterlipps.com

On behalf of the Office of the Ohio Consuners'
Counsel :

Ohi o Consunmers' Counsel
By: Connor Senpl e

Attorney at Law

65 E State Street, 7th floor

Col umbus, OH 43215

connor.senmpl e@cc. ohi 0. gov

* * *
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MR. HICKS: The Public Utilities
Comm ssion of Ohio has called for a hearing at
this time and place in Case Nunmber 22-1132-GA-ALT,
et al., which I"'mgoing to broadly generalize is
an application from Suburban Natural Gas Conpany
to create a capital expenditure program and the
associ ated rider.

At this time we'll start off taking
appearances fromthe parties, beginning with the
applicant.

MS. BOJKO: Thank you, Your Honor, on
behal f of Suburban Natural Gas Conpany, Kinberly
W Bojko with the law firm Carpenter Lipps, 280
North High Street, Suite 1300, Col umbus, Ohi o,
43215.

MR. HICKS: On behalf of staff?

MR. MARGARD: Thank you. Good
morni ng. On behalf of the staff of the Public
Utilities Conm ssion of Ohio, David Yost, Ohio
Attorney General, John Jones, section chief,
public utility section, by Assistant Attorney
Generals Werner L. Margard and Rhi annon Howard, 30
East Broad Street, 26 fl oor, Col unbus, Ohio.

MR. SEMPLE: Good norning, Your

Honor s. On behal f of Ohio Consumer Counsel,

WWw.veritext.com
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Maureen Wl lis, Connor Senmpl e. Our offices are at
65 East State Street, Colunmbus, Ohio, 43215.

MR. HI CKS: Thank you. And with
that, I will turn it over to Ms. Bojko to kick
t hi ngs off.

MS. BOQJKO: Thank you, Your Honors.
At this time I'd like to mark a few exhibits
starting with Conpany Exhibit 1, which is the
application filed in this matter dated January
10t h, 2023. 1'lIl mark all three of them and then
approach, if that's okay.

MR. HI CKS: Sur e.

MS. BOJKO: We'd like to mark as
Company Exhibit 2, M. Penmberton's testinony in
support of the application dated January 10, 2023.

MR. HICKS: It will be so marked.

MS. BOJKO: And then as Joint Exhibit
1, we would like to mark the stipulation and
recommendation filed with the Conm ssion on
September 12, 2023.

MR. HICKS: It is so marked.

(Thereupon, Suburban Exhibit 1,
application, was marked for purposes of
I dentification.)

(Thereupon, Suburban Exhibit 2, M.
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Penmberton's testi mony, was marked for purposes of
I dentification.)

(Thereupon, Joint Exhibit 1,
stipulation and recommendati on, was mar ked for
pur poses of identification.)

MS. BQIJKO: May | approach?

MR. HI CKS: Yes.

MS. BOQOJKO: Your Honors, at this tinme
Subur ban Natural Gas Conpany calls Nichole M
Clement to the stand.

MR. HICKS: While she's wal king up,
Ms. Boj ko, just to confirmon Exhibit 1, the
caption just has the 1132 case. It's the sanme
application that was filed?

MS. BOQOJKO: Yes, there was a tim ng
-- the application was filed in December and then
we added the AAM case in January, but they
woul dn't let us put it all in one because of the
year difference. So we did a notion to
consolidate, so it's all three.

MR. HICKS: | just wanted to
acknowl edge that on the record. Thank you.

NI CHOLE M CLEMENT
of | awful age, having been first duly cautioned

and sworn, as hereinafter certified, was exam ned

WWw.veritext.com
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and said as follows:
MR. HI CKS: Proceed whenever you are
ready, Ms. Bojko.
MS. BOJKO: Thank you.
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. BQOJKO:

Q. Ms. Clement, could you please state
your name and business address for the record?

A. Ni chole M Clenment, 211 Front Street,
Cygnet, Ohio, 43413.

Q. Did you file a cause to be filed
testi nony regardi ng Suburban's application for an
approval of an alternative formof regulation to
establish a capital expenditure program a CEP,
and a CEP rider in this case?

A. Yes.

Q. Your Honors, at this time I'd like to
mar k as Conmpany Exhibit 3 the direct testimny of
Ni chole M Clement in support of the application.
May | approach?

MR. HICKS: Yes. And the exhibit
will be so marked.

(Thereupon, Suburban Exhibit 3,
testimny of Nichole M Clement, was marked for

pur poses of identification.)
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BY MS. BQJKO:

Q. Ms. Clement, do you have in front of
you what's been marked as Conpany Exhibit 37

A. Yes.

Q. And do you recognize this docunment as
the testinony you filed on January 10, 2023, in
support of the application?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. Was this testinony prepared by you or
under your direction?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. And since the filing of this
testi nony, do you have any changes?

A. No, | do not.

Q. And if | were to ask you the sanme
guesti ons today as they appear in this testinmony,
woul d your answers be the same?

A. Yes.

Q. Your Honors, at this time | would
| i ke to mark as Conmpany Exhibit 4, the direct
testimony of Nichole M Clement in support of the
stipulation. WMay | approach?

MR. HI CKS: Yes.
(Thereupon, Suburban Exhibit 4,

testimny of Nichole M Clement, was marked for
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pur poses of identification.)

MR. HICKS: It will be so marked, and
"Il also just note -- we'll call them Suburban
exhi bits here just for the record, so we don't get
confused.

MS. BOQJKO: Okay. Sorry. Did she
put Subur ban?

MR. HI CKS: Yeabh. Utimtely we know
what it is, but for the transcript and for the
record, since they are marked Suburban, we'll mark
t hem Subur ban.

MS. BOJKO: M apol ogies. Yes.

MR. HICKS: No worries.

BY MS. BQOJKO:

Q. Ms. Clenment, do you have in front of
you what's been marked as Suburban Exhibit 47

A. Yes.

Q. And does this appear to be your
testinmony in support of the stipulation filed in
this matter?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. And it was filed on Septenber 26,
20237

A. Correct.

Q. On whose behalf are you testifying
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t oday?

A. Subur ban Natural Gas Conpany.

Q. And just to be clear, you are the
same witness that filed both pieces of testinony,
correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And was the second piece of testinony
I n support of the stipulation filed by you or
under your direction?

A. Yes, it was.

Q. And what is the purpose of the second
pi ece of testinmny?

A. To support the stipulation and to
provi de an analysis for the three-part test.

Q. And the stipulation was previously

mar ked as Joint Exhibit 1; is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Do you have that in front of you?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. And you recogni ze that document to be

the stipulation that was filed on Septenber 12,
20237

A Yes.

Q. And which parties joined the

stipul ati on?
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A. Staff and Suburban Natural Gas
Conpany.

Q. Are you aware if any parties opposed
the stipulation?

A. | am not aware of any parties
opposing the stipul ation.

Q. And did you participate in the
settl ement discussions that resulted in the
stipul ation?

A. Yes, | did.

Q. Do you believe the stipulations
satisfies the Comm ssion's three-part test for
eval uating stipulations?

A. Yes, | do.

Q. And what is your recomendation to
t he Conmm ssion?

A. My recommendation is the Comm ssion
approve and adopt the stipulation.

Q. Okay. And since the filing of this
pi ece of testimny, do you have any changes to it?

A. No, | do not.

Q. And if | were to ask you the sanme
guesti ons today as they appear in your testinmony,
woul d your answers be the same?

A. Yes.
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MS. BOQOJKO: At this time, Your
Honors, | would |like to -- oh, excuse me. W are
going to move Suburban Exhibits 1, 2, 3, 4 and the
Joint Exhibit 1, subject to cross-exam nation. |
tender the witness to cross.

MR. HI CKS: Thank you, Ms. Boj ko.

Any cross fromthe OCC?

MR. SEMPLE: No cross, Your Honors.

MR. HICKS: Any cross fromstaff?

MR. MARGARD: No, thank you, Your
Honors.

MR. HI CKS: Thank you, Ms. Clenent,
for your testinony today. And then before we wrap
t hi ngs up, just for the record, M. Senple, we had
talked a little bit before the hearing, | know a
|l etter was filed in the docket stating that OCC
neit her supported nor opposed the stipulation. |
you could just confirmthat for the record.

MR. SEMPLE: Yes, that's correct,

Your Honor. OCC appreciates the efforts of both
Subur ban and PUCO staff to negotiate a settl ement
in this matter. OCC does not support but does not
oppose the settlement. Thank you.

MR. HI CKS: Thank you. Any

objections to the adm ssion of Suburban Exhibits 1
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t hrough 4 or Joint Exhibit 17

MR. MARGARD: No obj ections, Your
Honor s.

MR. HI CKS: Hearing none, Suburban
Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and 4 as well as Joint Exhibit 1
will be admtted into the record.

MS. BQOJKO: Thank you, Your Honors.

MR. HI CKS: Anything further, Ms.
Boj ko?

MS. BOJKO: Yes, Suburban requests
t hat we waive or dispense of the briefing and
request that the Comm ssion order and render a
deci sion on an expedited basis.

MR. HICKS: Any objection to the
wai vi ng of briefing?

MS. HOWARD: We fully support the
Conpany.

MR. SEMPLE: No objection.

MR. HICKS: |In ternms of expedited, we
wi Il nove as quickly as we can.

MS. BQJKO: Thank you. We appreciate
t hat.

MR. HICKS: Anything further from
staff or OCC?

MR. MARGARD:

Page 12

Definitely not.
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MR. HI CKS: OCkay. Thank you all for
comng in this norning. We'Il take the case under
advi sement and try to nmove as expeditiously as
possible. And with that, we are adjourned.

MS. BOQJKO: Thank you, Your Honors.

(Thereupon, the hearing adjourned at

10: 15 a. m)
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STATE OF OHI O )
COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY ) SS: CERTI FI CATE

I, Lisa K. Keller, a Notary Public within
and for the State of Ohio, duly comm ssioned and
gualified,

DO HEREBY CERTI FY that the above-named
hearing was reduced to writing by me
stenographically in the presence of the parties
and thereafter reduced to typewriting.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | am not a
relative or Attorney of either party nor in any

manner interested in the event of this action.

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376
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I N W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set my hand and seal of office at Dayton, Ohio, on
this 16th day of October, 2023.

LI SA K. KELLER
NOTARY PUBLI C, STATE OF OHI O
My conmm ssion expires 11-6-2023
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