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PROCEEDI NGS

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Good evening. |
will project. The Public Uilities Conm ssion of Ohio
calls for a hearing at this tinme and place. Case
number 20-3-301-ELSSO. Caption, In the Matter of the
Application of Ohio Edi son Conpany, The Cl evel and
El ectric Illum nating Conpany, and the Tol edo Edi son
Conpany for Authority to Establish [sic] a Standard
Service O fer Pursuant to R C. 4928.143 in the Form of
an Electric Security Plan.

My name is lzzy Marcelletti, and with
me i s Megan Addi son. We are the attorney exam ners
assi gned by the Comm ssion to conduct this public
hearing tonight. Also with us this evening is
Comm ssi oner John WIliams, who's one of the five
comm ssioners of the Public Uilities of Chio.

Conmm ssioner WIllianms, would you like
to make a few remarks?

MR WLLIAMS: Thank you. Good
eveni ng, everyone. | would like to welcone everyone
to tonight's public hearing, and thank everyone for
taking the time out today to attend. For any nenbers
of the public that are here today, | would encourage
you to cone forward and offer any comments that you

may have on the case that's before us. Thank you.
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JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you,

Conmm ssioner. W also have sone representatives of
the comm ssion's public affairs departnent, and
service nonitoring enforcenent departnent in the hall
that you passed as you wal ked in tonight. They are
avai l able if you have questions concerning the

conmm ssion's process, if you need assistance in
accessing any of the docunents submtted in this case,
or if you just have general questions about the
hearing tonight. And at this time | would like to

t ake appearances of the parties. First Energy?

MR. KNI GHT: Thank Your Honors. Good
eveni ng, Your Honors, Conmm ssioner WIIians.

Appearing as counsel on behalf of Tol edo Edi son
Conmpany, |I'mBrian Knight. | have others with nme this
eveni ng. Brandon McM Il an, our Ohio manager of rates
and regul atory affairs as well as Andy Shaffer for
Ohio rates and regul atory affairs.

And anot her thing that the conpany's
done is we anticipate that this evening there may be
sone in attendance who are custoners of the conpany
who may not have positions to express on the proposed
electric security plan but may have questions relating
specifically to their own bills or service or other

| ssues of that matter, and to try to help those
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custoners, the conpany has, outside the hearing room
a table -- to distinguish fromthe conmm ssion's table,
It has a blue tablecloth, and there we have enpl oyees
of the conpany who are standing by and ready to try to
help with any issues that custoners may have here this
eveni ng.

The enpl oyees staffing the table
I ncl ude nmenbers of our custoner experience
organi zation. W have -- including our vice president
of custoner engagenent, Mark Jones, vice president of
custonmer care Ken Straw, and other nenbers of that
organi zation. In addition, it includes nenbers of our
regi onal external affairs organization. W have Dan
Tonmpki ns, our director of regional external affairs,
Terry Killeen, our manager of regional external
affairs, and Victor Col eman of our regional external
affairs organi zation as well, and ot her nenbers of
that group that may be able to help with sone of your
questi ons.

So if you have sonething here that
doesn't relate directly to the security plan but is
particular to you and there's a way we m ght be able
to help, please see that table, and they're there to
try to help you this evening.

Thank you, Your Honors.
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JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, Counsel.
Are there any counsel on behalf of the intervenors
toni ght ?

MR. FI NNEGAN: Good evening, Your
Honor. M nanme is John Finnegan with the O fice of
the Ohio Consuner's Counsel. Wth me | have Any Carl.
She's our director of outreach and education for this
region in Ohio. She's available to help answer any
guestions that consuners m ght have about the plan or
t he process, and she'll be here throughout the evening
and she can also follow up later if needed. So |
woul d encour age anyone who m ght have a question to
pl ease conme up, and she can help. Thank you.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, M.

Fi nnegan. Are there any other parties that have been
granted or have filed an intervention in this
proceedi ng?

Seeing none, I'Ill just note for the
record that while they're not required to attend this
evening, there are a nunber of other parties that have
filed for intervention in this case. Ohio Edison
Conpany, the Cleveland Electric Illum nating Conpany,
and the Tol edo Edi son Conpany, which we'll refer to
collectively as First Energy tonight, filed this
application on April 5, 2023, requesting authority to

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 9

establish a standard service officer in the formof an
electric security plan for the period comenci ng June
1, 2024, and continuing through May 31, 2032.

The purpose of this evening' s public
hearing is to receive coments fromthe public
regardi ng an application that has been filed by the
conpanies in this case. This is not a question and
answer session, but it is an opportunity to let the
conmm ssi on know what you think about the conpany's
request. Tonight's local hearing, as well as the
ot her schedul ed | ocal hearing in Akron are only one
aspect of the process. There will also be an
evidentiary hearing for the parties who have been
granted intervention to present their case to the
comm ssion. This evidentiary hearing is currently
schedul ed to comence on Novenmber 7th of this year,
2023, and it will be held at the conmm ssion's offices
I n Col unbus.

Upon your arrival, you have the
opportunity to sign up to testify. You have that
sign-up sheet, and after | finish these introductory
remarks, we will be begin by inviting individuals to
cone up and speak in the order that they signed up.
Each person who signed up to testify will be permtted

to speak once about the application. Before you
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present your testinony, we will ask you to take an
oath for affirmation that what you are about to say is
the truth. We wll also ask you to state your nane
for the record, and then you'll be free to nake your
remarks. We ask, for efficiency, try tolimt it to
under five mnutes, and if you' ve prepared any witten
comments, please provide a copy to the court reporter
t here.

VWhat is said and heard by the court
reporter will be introduced into the record in this
case, and then counsel for the parties for this case,
we will ask if you have any cross-exam nation for the
Wi tness as a group, so just speak up or signal to us.
The testinony that you provide tonight will be
considered part of the official record in this case
and it will be reviewed by the conm ssion before the
final decision is rendered.

As counsel for First Energy already
poi nted out, should you have specific questions about
the application, the representatives are here and
certainly willing to speak with you, and again, our
conm ssion staff is available should you have any
questions about the conm ssion's process.

Ot her notes. |If you decide that you do

not wish to testify, when we read your name fromthe
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sign in sheet, you can pass it to the next w tness.

I f you decide that you prefer to file witten comments
I n the case docket, our staff can answer your question
about how to do that in the hallway. Once you're
finished testifying, or if you're here to observe, you
may | eave the hearing at any tinme you w sh.

For anyone who does not wish to
testify, you may also fill out our sheets in the back
I n support of or in opposition of the application.
Agai n, our staff can assist you with that process.

Now at this tinme we will begin wth our
testi nony.

JUDGE ADDI SON:  The first individual I
have signed up to provide testinony this evening is
George Sarantou. I'msorry if |I've got your |ast nanme
wWr ong.

MR. SARANTOU:  Sar ant ou.

JUDGE ADDI SON: Sarantou. | apol ogi ze
for that.

MR. SARANTOU:. Am | testifying --

JUDGE ADDI SON: I f you would just want
to come up towards the front of the roomso the court
reporter can hear you a little easier? That m ght
hel p.

MR. SARANTOU: Sure. Thank you, Your
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Honors. |'m George Sarantou --

JUDGE ADDI SON:  -- |'m goi ng swear you
I n real quick.

Do you swear the testinony you're about
to provide in this proceeding is the truth?

MR. SARANTOU:  Yes.

JUDGE ADDI SON: Thank you. Pl ease
state your nanme for the record.

MR. SARANTOU: | am George Sarantou,
resident of the City of Toledo. | amalso a Tol edo
city councilmn at large, and wanted to basically say
that we all understand costs have gone up for
everybody, including the energy industry, and we
understand that at this time, inflation is still very
much a challenge here in the United States. Well
it's here in Toledo. | represent about 270, 000
people, citizens of the City of Tol edo, and we
recogni ze that Edi son has been a very good corporate
citizen in our community.

However, | feel that the rate increase
Is enornous. | feel that it should not be as high.
Asking -- could be as high as $200, 000, 000 per year
for the next eight years. | feel that is excessive.
That residents of Toledo, |ike everyone el se around

Ohio, are hit with very high costs at the grocery
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store, gas punps, and just in raising a famly.

And | think that it's very inportant
for the comm ssion to consider all factors, including
how much noney Tol edo Edi son's maki ng. How nuch noney
is First Energy Making? What are the profit |evels?
Because historically, people in northwest Chio, in the
city of Toledo specifically, we have paid very high
el ectric rates.

And it has been a burden, and it's a
burden of econom c devel opnent in attracting enployers
and conpanies to cone here and open up their shops and
hire people. It is a negative, and we know t hat
because as council people, we hear that from many
people that have tried to do business here in Tol edo
and gone out to other areas, Wod County, Bow ing
Green, Ohio, as an exanple has a very |low electric
rate.

So we think that the conm ssion needs
to take this into total perspective and | ook at the
total picture. Obviously we want to see rates that
are not huge increases. Not only will seniors be
af fected and people that are raising children and
people in our community of all ages, but we're also
tal ki ng about the business community, and what does

t he busi ness community do when you have hi gher
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electric rates? They have to pass those rates on. |If
you have a diner, if you have a restaurant, if you
have a machi ne shop, if you're an auto parts supplier,
I f you're a big conpany like Stellantis, the Chrysler
pl ant here in Tol edo, the General Mdtors plant, you
really have to pass those costs on.

So | urge you as a councilman to pl ease
carefully look at this increase. Please do not give
themthe increase that they' re asking for. | think
it's unwarranted and will place a huge burden on the
citizens of Toledo. | thank you, Your Honors.

JUDGE ADDI SON: Thank you very mnuch,
Counci | man. Any questions for this witness? Anything
fromyou, M. Finnegan? Thank you very nuch for your
st at enent .

That does concl ude our |ist of those
t hat have signed up prior to the beginning of our
| ocal hearing this evening to testify. At this point,
| would Iike to open the floor for anyone who did not
have a chance to sign up to testify but would like to
do so at this tine.

Okay. In order to afford everyone a
chance, we may have sone folks running late this
evening. W will go ahead and just take a quick ten-

m nute break just to afford those fol ks anot her
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opportunity to get here and try to nake comments or
testinony that they'd like to provide this evening, so
with that we will go off the record for about ten
m nut es.

THE REPORTER: Going off the record at
6:21 p.m

(OFf the record.)

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: -- it's around --
6: 30. And that concludes the w tnesses who signed up
to testify tonight. Anyone else who is present this
evening who would like to testify? Seeing and hearing
none - -

MR. JOHNSON: [|'IIl go.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Yes, sir --

MR. JOHNSON: Okay. [I'll be brief.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Can you raise your
right hand, sir?

Do you swear or affirmthat the
testinony you are about to provide will be the truth?

MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Perfect. If you
can please state and spell your name for the record?

MR. JOHANSON: My nane is Kel sey
Johnson. That's K-E-L-S-E-Y Johnson, J-O-H N-S-ON

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you, M.
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Johnson. You can proceed.

MR. JOHNSON: I'll be brief. This
consuner alert letter pretty nuch says it all, and we
all know that a rate increase was just done recently.
And to have another increase is |like, what's really
going on? And to lock it in for eight years? That's
a sign of the Anmerican greed, and we're sayi ng, when
Is it going to be enough?

And then with this increase, is there a
wel | -defined ideol ogi cal statenment on where the
dollars are going to be allocated, or is it just a way
of saying, "Let's get the best of these consuners so
we can | augh our way and giggle to the bank."

There has to be a stopping point,
because consuners in Ohio, Toledo, can't really afford
it. And like George was saying, businesses are going
to suffer. So that neans that consuners are going to
suffer bigger bills at hone, and then when they go
shopping, they're going to see increases due to the
el ectric increase. And that eight years.

That's a | ot of years to be paying a
| ot of noney on a nonthly basis. It would add up very
quickly. So | amtotally against a rate hi ke when we
just had one and it wasn't a small hike. It was huge.

And I'"mstill crunching nunbers as we speak.
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So let's not get this thing passed,
because it doesn't do anybody any justice other than
First Energy and their greed nentality going forward
for an eight-year lock in. Thank you.

JUDGE MARCELLETTI: Thank you for your
statenment. Are there any questions from counsel ?
Thank you again, M. Johnson.

| s there anyone el se who would like to
provi de a statenment tonight? Seeing and heari ng none,
t hank you to everyone for their participation and any
travel here tonight. Thank you, Conm ssioner, for
attending with us. W would also like to thank the
board of Lucas County Comm ssioners for allowing us to
use their venue in order to conduct this public
hearing in person with all of you this evening. The
heari ng has now concluded. The transcript will be
subm tted on the record for the conm ssion's
consideration in this case. Thank you all again, and
have a great eveni ng.

THE REPORTER: W are going off the
record at 6:37 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 6:37 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, MCHAEL RENNI LLO, the officer before whom
the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of ny know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

I /4

M CHAEL RENNI LLO

outcone of this action.

Notary Public in and for the
State of OChio
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, RICHARD GOODNESS, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to,
nor enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwi se interested in the outcome of this action.

Rl CHARD GOODNESS
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