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I N RE: MATTER OF AN EXEMPTI ON REQUEST BY THE
VI LLAGE OF SUGARCREEK FOR THE OHI O CENTRAL
RAI LROAD, | NC. CROSSI NG AT DOVER ROAD NW SR 39
(DOT #474-267A)
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HEARI NG

April 18, 2023
2:00 p.m
Taken at:
Sugarcreek Vill age Hal
410 S. Broadway St.

Sugarcreek, Ohio

Meghan A. Bobrowski, Notary Public
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APPEARANCES:

On behalf of the Public Utilities
Commi ssi on of Ohi o:
MATTHEW SANDOR, ESQ.
180 E. Broad Street, Floor 11
Col umbus, Ohio 43215

Mat t hew. sandor @uco. ohi 0. gov

ALSO PRESENT:
Conni e Bowen, Fiscal Officer
Kevin Kaser, Village Adm ni st
Kevin Roberts

Justin Johnson

rator
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MR. SANDOR: Public Utilities
Comm ssion of Ohio is assigned for hearing,
case number 22-1066-RR-RCP, which is captioned
as in the matter of the requests by the Village
of Sugarcreek for an exemption from stopping
for school busses and hazardous materials
vehicles at the State Route 39 and 3rd Street
Nort hwest rail way grade crossings in Tuscarawas
County, Ohi o.

My name is Matt Sandor and |I'm the
attorney exam ner assigned by the comm ssion to
hear this case. The purpose of the hearing is
to receive public comments regarding the
reqguests made by the Village of Sugarcreek
village's adm nistrator to classify the State
Route 39 and 3rd Street Northwest railway grade
crossings as exenmpt.

In the petitions the village
adm ni strator explained that the crossings are
rarely used, that school busses and vehicles
carrying certain hazardous materials are stil
af fected by the crossings and as safety issues
exi st as a result for the need for these
vehicles to stop at the crossings.

For those in attendance who wi sh to
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testify, your testimony will be considered part
of the official record in this case and it will
be reviewed by the Comm ssion before it makes

its final decision

"Il start by calling each witness
forward and swearing you in. The court
reporter will record your statement, so please

speak plainly and clearly so she is able to
write down everything.

Pl ease spell your name and state
your address, after that state why you think
the request should be or should not be granted.

I may ask some questions after you
have finished your testimony.

All right. Now | et's move on to
the testimony portion. | believe M. Kaser --

MR. KASER: Yes.

MR. SANDOR: -- is that correct?

Pl ease raise your right hand. Do
you swear to tell the whole truth?

MR. KASER: Yeah.

EXAM NATI ON OF KEVI N KASER
BY MR. SANDOR:
Q. Thank you. Pl ease state your name

for the record.
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A. Kevi n Kaser, K-A-S-E-R.

Q. And what's your position with the
village and the address.

A. Vill age adm ni strator/chief of
police. My address on this would be the | arge

number of traffic and increase over the | ast
several years. And being in conjunction with
Bel don Brick in that particular area, and kind
of being not necessarily a blanker, but a
partial blanker, we've had a | ot of issues with
stopped traffic in that | ocation. And | see it
as a safety issue and things of that nature.

Q. Okay. And does the same go for the
3rd Street Northwest railway crossing?

A. Yes. Being right at the base of
the hill, i1t's kind of a sharp incline, you
know, as you approach and then go across it.

We have a lot of traffic, a lot of left to
center traffic there, just due to the way they
approach with the incline of the hill

Certain portions of the day, the
morni ng and the afternoon with school letting
I n and out, the school being in the |ocation
being right on the corner and all the field

trucks comng in and out, there is a safety

WWw.veritext.com
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i ssue as wel | .
Q. Okay. And then off the record

there was a conversation about the mayor not

being able to attend, is there anything --
A. Yeah, so our current mayor, Jeff
Stutzman, he would like to note that he is also

in favor of closing the crossings and same
safety concerns as well.
Q. Okay. Thank you.

MR. SANDOR: Woul d anyone else |ike
to testify?

MR. ROBERTS: | woul d. lI'"d like to
make a comment, | guess.

MR. SANDOR: Rai se your right hand.
Do you swear to tell the whole truth?

MR. ROBERTS: Yes.
EXAM NATI ON OF KEVI N ROBERTS
BY MR. SANDOR:

Q. Can you please state and spell your
name.

A. Kevin Roberts, R-O-B-E-R-T-S.

Q. And then what's your official
title?

A. I|'"m the transportation supervisor

at Garaway School s.
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Q. Pl ease go ahead.

A. And | guess | personally drive a
buss nmyself and |'ve had numerous occasi ons
stopping on the railway crossing hill at 39
that it's -- to me it's very unsafe when you're
doing the crossing and a | ot of people are not
payi ng attention. Because |'ve al most gotten
rear ended quite a few times there. And |
t hi nk people are thinking, to me, when you're
| ooki ng around, there is a | ot of vegetation
and it's Iike not a used railway and they think
the busses are not going to stop. But |
personally stop with the school vans because we
have school vans and just yesterday | al most
got rear ended in the school vans just stopping
there on 39.

So | think it would be beneficial
to have it exempt because of the safety reasons
for the busses. Because in the evenings when
the busses | eave and in the morni ngs when they
| eave, and even comng in, we have 12 busses
going in and out. And it does cause quite a
back up, especially in the afternoons when we
| eave and they are going that direction,

stopping and holding traffic up. So | think it
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the record.

the public

questi ons,

facilities

The case wi

course.

the record.

that it's approximately 2:12. We waited until

this time to make sure we had people fromthe

public show up or to see if anyone else from

| at e. We have no other people that did come to

the | ocation and since we have no ot her

of Sugarcreek for allowing us to use its

the comm ssion will issue its decision in due

Page 9

ittle bit better of traffic flow

Okay. Thank you.
MR. SANDOR: And then anyone el se?

Okay. Hearing none, let's go off

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

MR. SANDOR: Back on the record.

| do want to note for the record

woul d show up if they were running

we are done for the afternoon.

I would Iike to thank the Vill age

and thank you to our court reporter.

|1 be submtted to the record and

Thank you, everybody. We're off

(Hearing concluded at 2:13 p.m)
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REPORTER' S CERTI FI CATE

I, Meghan A. Bobrowski, do hereby
certify that as such Reporter | took down in
Stenotypy all of the proceedings had in the
foregoing transcript; that | have transcri bed
my said Stenotype notes into typewritten form
as appears in the foregoing transcript; that
said transcript is the complete form of the
proceedings had in said cause and constitutes a

true and correct transcript therein.

/t%@»&
Meghan A. Bobrowski, Notary Public

within and for the State of Ohio

My comm ssion expires May 20, 2027.
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