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 Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
To:  Docketing Division 

From: Thomas Persinger, Rail Project Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc:  PUCO Legal Department 

Date: 3-14-2023 

Re: PUCO Case No. 23-202-RR-STP- In the Matter of a Request for Upgrades of Active 
Warning Devices at the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Grade Crossing, DOT#262-
576B, at Diamond Street in Portage County, Ohio. 
 

 

On February 22, 2023, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Railroad Staff (“PUCO 
staff”), and Akron Barberton Cluster Railway (AB) entered into a stipulation agreement 
whereby lights and gates would be upgraded at Diamond Street (DOT#262-576B) in 
Portage County, Ohio. 

   
The electric service provider for Diamond Street is Ohio Edison. 

Preliminary cost estimates for this project are $228,680.27.  The costs of the Project 
shall be apportioned between the PUCO and AB as follows: 

Grade Crossing  DOT# Railroad        LHA         PUCO  
 
Diamond Street  262-576B Maintenance +      0%    Funding up   
   Costs over               to $161,000 
   $161,000 
 
On October 12, 2022, on-site field reviews of the above-mentioned crossings were 
conducted.  It has been decided that a light and gate upgrade should move forward. 
Funding has been secured.  
 
Staff has reviewed this document and has determined it to be in order. Staff requests 
an Entry adopting the attached letter agreement and directing AB to submit plans and 
estimates to the Commission within 90 days and to complete the upgrades within one 
year.  Upon approval of the plans and estimates by the PUCO, construction may 
commence. 
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 Please serve the following parties of record:

Andrew Shuster 
Akron Barberton Cluster Railway 
Signals & Communications Supervisor 
43 Second Street NW 
Barberton, Ohio 44203 
 
Robert Finney 
City Engineer 
City of Ravenna 
530 N Freedom Street 
P.O. Box 1215 
Ravenna, OH  44266 

 
Ohio Edison- First Energy Corp.  
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 



BEFORE THE 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of a Request for Upgrades 
at the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway 
Co. Crossing located at Diamond Street 
in Portage County, Ohio. 

Case No. 23-202-RR-STP

SUBSIDY STIPULATION 

THIS SUBSIDY STIPULATION ("Subsidy Stipulation") is entered into on this 22nd 
day of February , 2023 by and among the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio Railroad 
Staff ("PUCO "), and Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Co. ("Railroad'). 

WITNESS ETH: 

WHEREAS, Rule 4901-1-30 of the Ohio Administrative Code provides that any two or 
more parties to a proceeding may enter into a written or oral stipulation concerning the 
issues presented in such proceeding; and 

WHEREAS, The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio ("PUCO") has statutory authority 
to regulate and promote the welfare and safety of railroad employees and the traveling 
public pursuant to Ohio Revised Code ("ORC") §4905.04; and 

WHEREAS, the PUCO is responsible for evaluating public highway railroad grade 
crossings to determine the need for upgrading the warning devices and apportioning the 
costs thereof pursuant to ORC§ 4907.4 71; 

WHEREAS, the PUCO is responsible for the administration and implementation of the 
State Grade Crossing Protection Fund pursuant created under ORC§ 4907.472 to help 
defray the public's share of costs to install or modernize warning devices at Ohio's 
highway railroad grade crossings; 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto propose to facilitate the upgrade identified in this Subsidy 
Stipulation in manner approved by the PUCO in accordance with the Federal Aid Policy 
Guide and applicable provisions of Title 23 of the United States Code pursuant to the 
terms hereof; and 

WHEREAS, the parties hereto believe this Subsidy Stipulation to be reasonable and 
entitled to careful consideration by the PUCO; 
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on

3/14/2023 11:05:53 AM

in

Case No(s). 23-0202-RR-STP

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for Upgrades of Active Warning
Devices at the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway Grade Crossing, DOT#262-576B,
at Diamond Street in Portage County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mr. Thomas
Persinger on behalf of PUCO/Rail Division.
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