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Ohio Environmental Council’s REPLY Comments  

In the Matter of the Commission’s Investigation into the Implementation of the 

Federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act’s EV Standard PURPA 

22-1025-AU-COI 

 
 

February 16, 2023 

 

On behalf of the Ohio Environmental Council (“OEC”), our nearly 100 environmental 

and conservation group members, and our thousands of individual members throughout 

the state, we thank the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) for this reply 

comment opportunity. The OEC supports comments from other stakeholders for a 

separate EV charging customer class and creating a working group to continue 

researching best practices. In the meantime, the OEC urges this Commission to 

implement the proposed standard as guidance for current proposals before this 

Commission and future work groups.  

 

The OEC supports calls for a working group on EV implementation at the PUCO. 

Several stakeholders, like EVGO and CHARGEPOINT Inc., suggest this Commission 

establish a working group to address the complicated and novel issues presented by 

the growing EV market in Ohio. Multiple stakeholders raise that the current rate 

structure, particularly demand charges, are market prohibitive. EVGO uses the example 

of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s ongoing EV working group. P-2022-

3030743. These stakeholders raise important issues and the OEC strongly agrees with 

these recommendations. A thoughtful and extended review process, including a survey 

of best practices, is critical to ensuring Ohio can seize the economic and environmental 

opportunities for the growing EV market.  

 

While this work is developing, it is imperative for this Commission to implement the 

proposed EV standard as a foundation for current and future work. The Pennsylvania 

example demonstrates these working groups will take time to reach conclusions and 



2 

implement appropriate rate designs. Since the Pennsylvania Commission’s order in 

November 2022, the commission is still reviewing applications to join the working group. 

It has not released a list of working group members or processes. While this 

Commission establishes a work group and researches these issues, the EV market is 

already growing and straining the grid. Several Ohio utilities have already proposed EV 

programs in pending electric security plan cases. The PUCO needs to provide guiding 

principles as these programs are established during any working group development 

period.  

 

The OEC joins the vast majority of commenters to urge this Commission to adopt the 

proposed EV standard. We also support establishing an ongoing working group to 

conduct a detailed review of the existing issues in rate design for EV chargers. This 

working group should build off of the proposed standards in this docket. These 

proposed standards can act as guidance to utilities while the working group continues to 

develop best practices.  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

/s/ Karin Nordstrom 

Karin Nordstrom 

Clean Energy Attorney, 

Ohio Environmental Council 

1145 Chesapeake Ave., Suite I 

Columbus, Ohio 43212-3449 

Phone: (614) 327-3076 

knordstrom@theoec.org 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

          I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing correspondence was filed 
electronically through the Docketing Information System of the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio on February 16, 2023. The PUCO’s e-filing system will 
electronically serve notice of the filing of this document on counsel for all parties. 

  

/s/ Karin Nordstrom_______ 
                                                                           Karin Nordstrom 
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