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SUPPLEMENTAL INITIAL COMMENTS OF 
COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 

        
 

On June 16, 2022, the Ohio Power Siting Board (the “Board”) issued an Entry in 
this proceeding (“Entry”) attaching Board Staff’s proposed revisions to the Board’s 
Rules for Ohio Adm.Code Chapters 4906-1, 4906-2, 4906-3, 4906-4, 4906-5, 4906-6, and 
4906-7 (“Rules”).  Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) filed initial and reply 
comments in this docket on August 5, 2022 and September 2, 2022, respectively.   On 
January 19, 2023, the Board issued an Entry requesting comments on further 
modifications proposed by Staff (“Supplemental Modifications”).   

 
Columbia submits the below Supplemental Initial Comments to offer support for 

Staff’s proposed changes to Ohio Adm.Code Sections 4906-1-01(NN) and 4906-3-05.  
Further, Columbia respectfully requests that the arguments raised in Columbia’s initial 
and reply comments continue to be considered by the Board in its review of potential 
changes to the Rules.  
 
I. Ohio Adm.Code 4906-1-01(NN) – Definition for “Route” 
 

Staff’s Supplemental Modifications included a new definition for the term 
“Route,” that recognizes the concept of a corridor, which was recommended by 
Columbia in its initial1 and reply2 comments.  The adoption of this change eliminates a 
practical disincentive for Columbia and other applicants before the Board to work with 
landowners after the issuance of a certificate to make minor adjustments to the 
placement of a pipeline.  Under the current version of the Board’s rules, once a 
certificate is issued, adjustments to the approved route can require Board approval.  As 

 
1 Initial Comments of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. at 2.  
2 Reply Comments of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. at 4. 
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a result, certificate holders have a disincentive to make landowner-requested 
adjustments to the route.  If it is a corridor that is approved, and not an exact route, 
certificate holders have the flexibility to make minor alterations to the route so long as 
those changes occur within the approved corridor.  These alterations can accommodate 
landowner requests, respond to late-discovered practical issues with the exact route 
approved by the Board, and any other change beyond engineering adjustments.  This 
flexibility affords certificate holders to be responsive to citizens whose property is 
impacted by proposed pipelines. 

 
II. Ohio Adm.Code 4906-3-05 – Site or Route Information 
 

Staff’s Supplemental Modifications also included a clarification that a standard 
application should include an alternative route, but that an applicant need not provide 
“fully developed information” on this alternative.  This needed change to the Rules 
significantly reduces the cost to prepare standard applications, which in the case of 
utility applicants like Columbia, is ultimately paid for by ratepayers.  This proposed 
revision adopts the spirit of arguments raised in Columbia’s initial3 and reply4 
comments.  In addition to cost savings for utility customers, Staff’s proposed 
Supplemental Modifications will also minimize the intrusiveness of the Board’s 
requirements on landowners along alternate routes.  In order to prepare fully 
developed information for an alternate route, Columbia and other applicants must 
conduct field surveying, which requires Columbia personnel and contractors to enter 
landowners’ property and can sometimes create inconveniences for those landowners.  
More often than not, the Board selects preferred routes over alternates, which makes 
these intrusions unnecessary, and the preparation of fully developed information 
related to alternate routes needlessly costly to customers.  For these reasons, Columbia 
supports this proposed change. 
 
III. CONCLUSION 
 
 Columbia appreciates the Board and its Staff for its thoughtful consideration of 
the foregoing comments.  Further, Columbia reiterates its request that the Board 
consider its previous initial and reply comments filed in this docket. 
 

 
3 Initial Comments of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. at 8-9. 
4 Reply Comments of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. at 6-7. 
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COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 
 
/s/ Joseph M. Clark    
Joseph M. Clark, Asst. Gen. Counsel 
(0080711) 
(Counsel of Record) 
P.O. Box 117 
290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-0117 
Telephone: (614) 460-6988 
E-mail: josephclark@nisource.com 
 
Mark Stemm (0023146) 
Devan Flahive (0097457) 
Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP 
41 South High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Telephone:  (614) 227-2190 
Email:           mstemm@porterwright.com 
           dflahive@porterwright.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

The Ohio Power Siting Board’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of 
the filing of this document on the parties referenced on the service list of the docket 
card who have electronically subscribed to the case. In addition, the undersigned 
hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing document is also being served via electronic 
mail on the 30th day of January, 2023, upon the parties listed below: 

 
/s/ Joseph M. Clark_____________ 
Joseph M. Clark 
 
Attorney for 
COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, 
INC. 
 

 
Ohio Energy Group 
 
 
 

mkurtz@BKLlawfirm.com 
kboehm@BKLlawfirm.com 
jkylercohn@BKLlawfirm.com 

Office of the Ohio Consumers’ 
Counsel 
 

william.michael@occ.ohio.gov 
ambrosia.wilson@occ.ohio.gov 

Ohio Environmental Council 
 
 

ctavenor@theoec.org 
knordstrom@theoec.org 

Ohio Manufacturers’ Association 
Energy Group 
 

bojko@carpenterlipps.com 
wygonski@carpenterlipps.com 

National Audubon Society 
 
 

garry.george@audubon.org 
adam.forrer@audubon.org 

Chain Link Fence Manufacturers 
Institute 
 

info@chainlinkinfo.org 

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation 
 

lcurtis@ofbf.org 

Ohio Oil and Gas Association 
 

rob@ooga.org 
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The Dayton Power and Light 
Company dba AES Ohio 
 

Randall.griffin@aes.com 

The Ohio Economic Development 
Association 
 

torahood@bricker.com 

Data Center Coalition 
 

info@datacentercoalition.org 

One Energy Enterprises Inc. 
 
 

ktreadway@oneenergyllc.com 
jdunn@oneenergyllc.com 

Buckeye Power, Inc. 
 
 
 

 khelfrich@ohioec.org 
 lkaleps@ohioec.org 
talexander@beneschlaw.com 
slesser@beneschlaw.com 
 

Ohio Power Company and AEP 
Transmission Company, Inc. 
 

Hgarcia1@aep.com 

Ohio Chamber of Commerce skromer@ohiochamber.com 
 

International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers 
 

rdove@keglerbrown.com 
 

Natural Resources Defense Council 
 

rdove@keglerbrown.com 
 

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
 

rdove@keglerbrown.com 

American Transmission Systems, 
Inc. 
 

dflahive@porterwright.com 
arericha@firstenergycorp.com 

Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. 
 

Rocco.DAscenzo@duke-energy.com 
Jeanne.Kingery@duke-energy.com 
Larisa.Vaysman@duke-energy.com 
Elyse.Akhbari@duke-energy.com 
 

Generation Pipeline LLC mjsettineri@vorys.com 
 

Industrial Energy Users-Ohio mpritchard@mcneeslaw.com 
bmckenney@mcneeslaw.com 
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National Grid Renewables 
Development, LLC 
 

mjsettineri@vorys.com 
aasanyal@vorys.com 

Plus Power 
 

mmcdonnell@dickinsonwright.com 

Ohio Conservative Energy Forum 
 

Info@ohcef.com 

The American Clean Power 
Association, MAREC Action, and the 
Utility Scale Solar Energy Coalition 
of Ohio 
 

todonnell@dickinsonwright.com 
cpirik@dickinsonwright.com 
 

Union Neighbors United 
 

julie@ohiolandmatters.com 
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