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December 7, 2022 
 
Ms. Tanowa Troupe, Secretary  
Ohio Power Siting Board 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
RE:     In the Matter of the Kirk-Union Ridge Solar 138 kV Transmission Line 

Project 
           Case No. 22-1067-EL-BLN  
           Proof of Compliance with O.A.C. 4906-6-07 and 4906-6-08 
 
Dear Ms. Troupe: 
  
Ohio Power Company hereby files this proof of compliance with the notice requirements set 
forth in Rules 4906-6-07 and 4906-6-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code for the above-
referenced project application: 
 
 
1. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-07(A)(1), Ohio Power Company shipped Notification 

Letters to public officials on December 2, 2022, via USPS First Class Mail.  
 

2. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-07(A)(2), Ohio Power Company shipped physical 
copies of the Notification Letters to public officials and libraries on December 2, 2022, 
via FedEx.   
 

3. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-08(A), Ohio Power Company published a public 
notices of the Letter of Notification in the Newark Advocate in the project’s area on 
December 6, 2022.  

 
 

4. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-08(B), Ohio Power Company shipped Notification 
Letters to property owners and affected tenants on December 2, 2022, via USS First Class 
Mail. 

 
 
  Respectfully submitted,  
/s/ Hector Garcia-Santana   
Hector Garcia  (0084517) 
Counsel for Ohio Power Company  

Hector Garcia-Santana 
Senior Counsel – 
Regulatory Services 
(614) 716-3410 (P) 
hgarcia1@aep.com 
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cc: Jon Pawley 
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The Biden administration has de-
clared an end to the public health emer-
gency for the disease formerly known as
monkeypox, which now accounts for
fewer than 10 new cases a day in the
United States. 

The Department of Health and Hu-
man Services announced Friday that it
does not expect to need to renew the
emergency declaration when it ends on
Jan. 31, 2023.

“But we won’t take our foot off� the gas
– we will continue to monitor the case
trends closely and encourage all at-risk
individuals to get a free vaccine,” Secre-
tary Xavier Becerra said in a statement. 

So how did an infectious disease that
seemed to be raging out of control this
summer become almost irrelevant three
months later? It’s a combination of luck,
good behavior and eff�ective vaccines,
experts say.

The World Health Organization re-
cently renamed monkeypox mpox to get
rid of the stigma that associated the dis-
ease with monkeys. Monkeys don’t
spread the virus, but it was fi�rst identi-
fi�ed in them decades ago, hence the
original name. 

The virus – similar to smallpox but
much milder – had been contained to
the African continent until last spring,
when it suddenly appeared in Europe
and then the United States, spreading
largely among men who had sex with
men.

The fi�rst cases were detected in the
United States in mid-May. The peak was
reached on Aug. 1, when 638 cases were
reported. Now, the seven-day rolling av-
erage of cases is six. 

“The outbreak has been contained,
but it’s not ‘mission accomplished’ be-
cause the virus is still here,” said Dr. Wil-
liam Schaff�ner, an infectious disease
specialist at Vanderbilt University Med-
ical Center in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Mpox may never leave the country
entirely, said Dr. Daniel Griffi�n, chief of
the division of infectious disease and

travel medicine for Optum Health.
The high volume of cases – around

30,000 total, which was probably an
undercount – “suggests that mpox is al-
ready widely distributed throughout the
U.S.,” he said via email.

He and Schaff�ner worry that more
cases will be missed as the virus strikes
populations that have not seen it before
and physicians aren’t thinking of the
disease. 

Plus, people with the virus remain in-
fectious for as long as three weeks, like-
ly too long for someone to remain isolat-
ed. With widespread transmission, it
could also infect animal carriers – typi-
cally rodents – and then jump back into
people.

But the fact that caseloads have been
brought so low suggests vaccines and
treatments are eff�ective, Griffi�n said.

The mpox virus typically requires
signifi�cant contact to spread. Unlike
COVID-19, which can pass easily
through the air, physical contact with
open sores or bodily fl�uids is the most
likely route of transmission.

The outbreak was mainly among
men who have sex with men, not be-
cause mpox is a “gay disease” or an Afri-
can disease, Griffi�n said, but because
“mpox is an infectious disease.” Griffi�n

mpox frightened many people who were
not at any risk for the disease and did
not encourage action among those at
high risk, said Dr. Peter Chin-Hong, an
infectious disease specialist and profes-
sor at the University of California San
Francisco School of Medicine.

Once the messaging became more
specifi�c, the gay community took action
and brought infection rates down, he
said. “People were so terrifi�ed of the
scars and visual look of it that every-
body rushed out to get (vaccinated).” 

Some people are declaring on dating
apps whether they’ve been vaccinated
or recovered from mpox, Chin-Hong
said. If another outbreak were to occur,
he said, “there’d probably be hopefully a
faster calling in the troops and putting
in all the interventions.”

When the outbreak was at its peak,
the CDC decided to conserve vaccines
by delivering a smaller dose into the
skin rather than underneath it.

The intradermal shot seems to have
been eff�ective in the short term,
Schaff�ner said, but now he’d like to see a
return to intradermal shots, which are
probably more eff�ective and less likely
to leave a mark on the skin.

The intradermal shot often leaves a
colored circular spot on the forearm, “al-
most like a scarlet letter,” Chin-Hong
said. 

Having that scar or scars from an
mpox infection, he said, “you’re kind of
declaring yourself as part of the com-
munity, which not everybody is neces-
sarily comfortable with.”

An intradermal shot doesn’t leave a
permanent scar.

The real benefi�t of an intradermal
vaccine is the ability to get more doses
from the same vial, Chin-Hong said,
which means more could be provided to
the rest of the world.

The outbreak peaked at a time when
there were a lot of social events. With
Pride season over, the virus has died
down but could fl�are up again when so-
cial activities resume, Chin-Hong said.

Health and patient safety coverage
at USA TODAY is made possible in part
by a grant from the Masimo Foundation
for Ethics, Innovation and Competition
in Healthcare. The Masimo Foundation
does not provide editorial input.

said the old name had “racial and stig-
matizing associations and would have
liked this to have been acknowledged
and asked on much sooner.”

Advocates also supported the name
change.

“Public health offi�cials and authori-
ties must remove every barrier to im-
proving understanding about how vi-
ruses spread and who is most aff�ected,”
said Sarah Kate Ellis, president and CEO
of GLAAD, a lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer media advocacy
organization, in a statement.

“Decades of public health research
shows stigma slows down testing, treat-
ment, access to care, and vaccine equi-
ty, particularly in communities of color,
which are often disproportionately im-
pacted by global outbreaks.”

Griffi�n credits behavior changes
within the gay community for stopping
the virus’ spread. “We were fortunate
with the mpox spread that the most im-
pacted population does not suff�er from
widespread embracing of the anti-sci-
ence misinformation and were quick to
embrace vaccines, proactive about get-
ting treated, really did reduce risky be-
haviors,” he said via email.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s initial messaging around

Why mpox cases down in the US
Infections no longer a
state of emergency 

Karen Weintraub
USA TODAY

An image of monkeypox particles (green) found in an infected cell (pink).
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