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Letter of Notification 
 

This Letter of Notification has been prepared on behalf of The Dayton Power and Light Company 
d/b/a AES Ohio (“AES Ohio”) in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) Section 4906-
6-05 for the review of Accelerated Certificate Applications for the Madison 345kV Project (“the 
Project”). The following section corresponds to the administrative code sections for the 
requirements of a Letter of Notification. 

 
4906-6-05(B) GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

4906-6-05(B)(1) Project Description 

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference number(s) 
of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project meets the 
requirements for a Letter of Notification application. 

 
Name of Project: 

 
Madison 345 kV Substation Project 

Reference Numbers: 

PUCO Filing Number: The Project has been assigned Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio (PUCO) Case Number 22-1079-EL-BLN. 

 
Circuit Reference: This project is associated with the Madison-Beatty 345kV 

circuit and the Madison-Greene 345kV circuit. These are 
new circuits formed by tapping an existing 345 kV circuit and 
Madison-S. Charleston 69kV circuit. 

 
Brief Description of the Project: 

 
AES Ohio is proposing the construction of the new electric transmission, Madison 345 kilovolt 
(“kV”) Substation (“the Project”), located south of South Charleston, in Madison Township, 
within Clark County, Ohio. The proposed Project involves the construction of the new 345/69kV 
substation of approximately 7 acres, located on South Charleston Pike (SR-41). The Project will 
tap into the existing Greene-Beatty 345kV transmission line and will install eight 345kV breakers 
arranged in a breaker-and-one-half configuration, three 69kV breakers also arranged in a ring bus, 
a 345/69kV transformer and associated equipment. The proposed Project is located entirely on 
AES Ohio-owned property. 
 

Project “Madison 345kV Substation Project”, Case Number 21-1237-EL-BLN, was 
previously reviewed by the Ohio Power Siting Board and recommended for automatic 
approval effective May 3, 2022 in an April 26, 2022 report. The previous project has been 
expanded by adding an additional five 345kV circuit breakers (from three in 21-1237-EL-
BLN to eight in this proposed Project). 
 
This PJM supplemental number is s0322. The project was included in AES Ohio’s 2022 
LTFR on Form FE-T10, page 127.   The additional 345kV scope included in this new filing 
is submitted to PJM and will be presented to the Transmission Expansion Advisory 
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Committee (TEAC) on December 6, 2022.  AES Ohio will provide OPSB Staff any new 
supplemental project numbers if PJM elects to issue new supplemental numbers 
associated with the expansion presented at TEAC. 

Letter of Notification Requirement: 
 

This Project qualifies as a Letter of Notification (LON) filing because it meets the 
requirements of OAC 4906-1-01, Appendix A, items (1)(b) and (3), Application 
Requirement Matrix for Electric Power Transmission Lines: 
 

1. New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit electric 
power transmission line(s), or upgrading existing transmission or distribution 
line(s) for operation at a higher transmission voltage, as follows: 

b. Line(s) greater than 0.2 miles in length but not greater than two miles in 
length.  

 
3. Constructing a new electric power transmission substation. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(2) Statement of Need 

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas or natural gas 
transmission line, a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility. 

 
This Project will tap into the existing Greene-Beatty 345 kV line and inject a source via the new 
Madison Substation almost directly in line with the existing 345 kV line. Providing a new 345 kV 
source and associated 69 kV outlets via the Madison Substation into the area will significantly 
reduce exposure to long duration outages for radially fed substations at Cedarville, Jeffersonville, 
and South Charleston to enhance reliability of service. The Project will also support the addition 
of a proposed new 345kV double circuit line to be built in response to increased load growth due 
to economic activity in the Jeffersonville area.  In addition, this Project will help provide operational 
flexibility to the area by providing looped feeds which will allow AES Ohio to take maintenance 
related outages on existing equipment once this project is complete.  

 
4906-6-05(B)(3) Project Location 

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed 
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show 
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the Project area. 

 
The project is located on South Charleston Pike (SR-41), south of South Charleston, in Madison 
Township, within Clark County, Ohio. The coordinates of the Project are approximately 
39.779132, -83.617166. The location of the Project is depicted in Attachment A – Figures. Figure 
1 shows the general project vicinity depicted on a USGS quadrangle topographic map. Figure 2 
depicts the planned substation location and 345 kV ring bus location compared to existing 
transmission lines in the Project vicinity and additional details depicted on an aerial imagery map. 
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4906-6-05(B)(4) Alternatives Considered 

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed 
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but 
not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or 
engineering aspects of the project. 

 
The proposed Project will occur entirely on AES Ohio-owned property. Therefore, no additional 
alternatives were considered since the proposed Project represents the alternative with the least 
impacts. The socioeconomic, ecological, and land use assessments are further discussed in 
Section 4906-6-05(B)(10). 

 
4906-6-05(B)(5) Public Information Program 

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property 
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 
construction and restoration activities. 

 
The proposed new substation will be built entirely on AES Ohio-owned property. Landowners with 
property adjacent to the Project area will be sent a letter by AES Ohio providing information about 
the proposed facility and timeframe for the construction and restoration activities. Information on 
the ongoing status of this Project, how to request a copy of the LON, and other AES Ohio 
transmission projects can be found at the following website: https://www.aes-
ohio.com/transmission-improvements.  A copy of the LON will be provided to the chief executive 
officer of the county and township and the head of relevant public agencies whose duties include 
environmental protection or land use planning in the area where the Project is located. A copy of 
the LON will also be provided to the Clark County Public Library Houston Branch. 
 
4906-6-05(B)(6) Construction Schedule 

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service 
date of the project. 

 
Construction activities associated with the construction of the Project is tentatively planned to 
begin April 1, 2023 and anticipated to be completed by April 30, 2024.  

 
4906-6-05(B)(7) Area Map 

The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility 
with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 

 
Attachment A – Figures depicts the general location of the Project. Figure 1 shows the general 
Project vicinity depicted on a USGS quadrangle topographic map. Figure 2 shows the planned 
transmission line location and additional details depicted on an aerial imagery map. 
 
4906-6-05(B)(8) Property Agreements 

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained 
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the 
facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been 
obtained. 

 
The proposed Madison Substation will be constructed on an approximately 7-acre portion of a 
16.1-acre property owned by AES Ohio (Parcel ID 1601605723000044). The Project is located 
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within existing AES Ohio property, right-of-way, and a private easement needed for the 
installation of detention basin outfall pipes. This easement will be obtained from the adjacent 
property owner to the north (Parcel ID: 1601605723000045, MATTINSON WILLIAM E 
TRUSTEE) of the AES Ohio parcel.  

 
4906-6-05(B)(9) Technical Features 

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of 
the project: 

 
4906-6-05(B)(9)(a) Operating Characteristics 
Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and right- 
of-way and/or land requirements. 

 
The proposed Madison Substation will be constructed on an approximately 7-acre portion of a 
16.1-acre property owned by AES Ohio (Parcel ID 1601605723000044). 
 
The equipment and facilities described below will be installed within the fenced area of the 
proposed Madison Substation:  
 

 345/69 kV megavolt amperes (MVA) transformer 
 Eight 345 kV circuit breakers 
 Three 69 kV circuit breakers 

 
Additionally, the Project consists of the installation of four (4) new 345 kV structures to route an 
existing line into a new substation.  

 
Voltage:                     345 kV 

Structure Type:         four (4) monopoles, galvanized steel 

Conductors:               2-1024.5 kcmil 30/7 strands ACAR 

Static Wire:                7#8 Alumoweld 

Insulators:                  345 kV glass, strain 

Height:                       ranging from 110’ – 160’ above ground   

ROW:                        within existing AES Ohio property and right-of-way (ROW). 
 

 
4906-6-05(B)(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields 
For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the operation 
of the proposed electric power transmission line. 
 
Not applicable. There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the 
Project. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(9)(b)(i) Calculated Electric and Magnetic Field Levels 
Calculated electric and magnetic field strength levels at one meter above ground under 
the lowest conductors and at the edge of the right-of-way. 

 
Not applicable. There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the 
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Project. 
 

4906-6-05(B)(9)(b)(ii) Design Alternatives for EMF 
A discussion of the applicant's consideration of design alternatives with respect to electric 
and magnetic fields and their strength levels, including alternate conductor configuration 
and phasing, tower height, corridor location, and right-of-way width. 

 
Not applicable. There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the 
Project. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(9)(c) Project Cost 
The estimated capital cost of the project. 

 
The estimated capital cost of the Project is $27M. 
 
4906-6-05(B)(10) Social and Ecological Impacts 
The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project: 

 
4906-6-05(B)(10)(a) Land Use Characteristics 
Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project, 
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected. 

 
The Project is located in Madison Township, within Clark County, Ohio. The land use of the 
proposed Project area includes existing agricultural land. The proposed project will impact the 
existing and future land uses since 7-acres of the area will be converted to the new substation 
and will no longer be used for agricultural purposes. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information 
Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 
within the potential disturbance area of the project. 

 
The property is currently used for agriculture; however, the land is zoned as commercial based 
on correspondence with the Clark County Auditor’s Office on November 12, 2021.  

 
4906-6-05(B)(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources 
Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential 
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy 
of any document produced as a result of the investigation. 
 
The Ohio History Connection, Ohio’s Historic Preservation Office (OHPO) online mapping system, 
was consulted to identify previously recorded cultural resources within 0.8 kilometer (0.5 mile) of 
the Project Area (the Study Area). Results of this preliminary records check indicate that one 
historic structure is mapped within the Study Area. This historic structure is the William Mattinson 
Farmstead (Resource Number CLA-1483-10), located approximately 0.34 miles northeast of the 
Project area. Consultation was submitted to OHPO on November 29, 2021.  
 
Based on the provided desktop review results, OHPO requested in a response letter dated 
December 7, 2021, that a Phase I survey be performed on the affected parcel. A Phase I study 
was performed, and results were submitted to OHPO in a report dated March 30, 2022.  OHPO 
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responded in a letter dated April 11, 2022, stating that based on the information submitted, it is 
OHPO’s opinion that the proposed undertaking will not affect properties listed in or eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places and no further coordination is required. Refer to 
Attachment B – Cultural Resources Review for the Phase I Report and OHPO’s response letter. 

 
  4906-6-05(B)(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 

Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a 
list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with 
siting and constructing the project. 

 
The anticipated environmental permits and authorizations for the Project are summarized in the 
table below.  
 

Agency Approval/ 
Clearance/ 

Authorization 

Agency 
Review 
Time 

Comments 

USACE – 
Huntington 
District 

Clean Water Act 
Section 404 
Nationwide Permit 
#57 – Electric Utility 
Line and 
Telecommunications 
Activities 

N/A 
(automatic 
approval 

anticipated)  

One stream is located within the Project 
area, and minimal impacts are expected 
from the installation of two detention 
basin outfall pipes to the stream. The 
Project is anticipated to be automatically 
authorized by the USACE under NWP 57 
without a pre-construction notification 
(PCN) since the Project is not located 
within a township listed in NWP Regional 
General Condition 5, impacts are 
expected to be less than 300 feet, and 
there are no section 10 waterbodies, 
national/wild/scenic rivers, or waters of 
special concern in the Project area.  

U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife 
Service 
(USFWS) 

Federally Listed 
Threatened or 
Endangered 
Species or Critical 
Habitat Review 

N/A Correspondence with the USFWS was 
initiated on September 16, 2021, and a 
response was received on September 
21, 2021, which described any rare, 
threatened, or endangered species 
within the Study Area vicinity 
(Attachment C). 

Ohio 
Department of 
Natural 
Resources 
(ODNR) 
Office of Real 
Estate 

Areas of Ecological 
Concern Review 

60 Days Correspondence with ODNR was 
initiated on September 16, 2021, and a 
response was received on October 8, 
2021, which described any areas of 
ecological concern, and any rare, 
threatened, or endangered species 
within one mile of the Project area. This 
correspondence is further discussed in 
Sections 4906-6-05(B)(10)(e) and 4906-
6-05(B)(10)(f) of this LON. Response 
Letter is found in Attachment C. 

Ohio Historic 
Preservation 
Office 
(OHPO) 

Archaeological and 
Cultural Resources 
Review 

30 Days A consultation letter was submitted to 
OHPO on November 29, 2021, and a 
response was received on December 7, 
2021, requesting a Phase I investigation 
of the Project area.  A Phase I 
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investigation was performed, and results 
were submitted to OHPO.  No further 
coordination is needed with OHPO. 
These results are discussed further in 
Section 4906-6-05(B)(10)(c) of this LON.  

Ohio 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 
(OEPA) 

Clean Water Act 
Section 401 Review 

45 Days Currently, the USACE has determined 
that the OEPA will waive all 401 
certifications, thus the USACE is not 
requiring 401 water quality certifications 
for the sixteen modified or new NWPs in 
Ohio which includes NWP 57. 

National Pollutant 
Discharge 
Elimination System 
(NPDES) 
Construction Site 
General Permit 
Notice of Intent 
(NOI)  

NOI 
submitted 
21 days to 

start of 
construction 

The total disturbance for the Project is 
anticipated to be greater than one acre, 
thus coverage under this permit is 
required. 

Clark County 
Community 
and Economic 
Development 

Zoning Certificate 
Application 

N/A A zoning certificate is required for the 
Project. A Plat Plan must also be 
submitted with the application.  

Non-Residential 
Plan Approval 
Application 

N/A A commercial application is required for 
this Project. Construction drawings and 
scope/fee worksheets must also be 
submitted with the application. 

Clark County 
Engineer’s 
Office 
 

Application for Drive 
Permit 

N/A A driveway permit is required for the 
Project since a new driveway will be 
constructed to access the proposed 
Madison Substation. 

Application for 
Storm Water Control 
Plan and Storm 
Water Pollution 
Prevention 

N/A A storm water control plan and storm 
water pollution prevention plan review 
will be required for storm water permit 
prior to construction. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(10)(e) Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 
Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened 
species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and 
species of special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the 
project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document 
produced as a result of the investigation. 

 
Coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was initiated on September 16, 
2021, in an effort to identify the Project’s potential effect on any federally listed threatened or 
endangered species or critical habitat within a one-mile radius of the Project.  A response from the 
USFWS was received September 21, 2021, regarding rare, threatened, and endangered (RTE) 
species located within a one-mile radius. The response from the USFWS indicated the federally 
listed endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis) occur throughout the State of Ohio.  There is no tree clearing planned for this 
Project.  However, if any incidental tree clearing is required, and due to the project type, size, 
location, and the proposed implementation of seasonal tree cutting (clearing of trees ≥3 inches 
diameter at breast height between October 1 and March 31) to avoid impacts to the federally listed 
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bat species, no adverse effects to any federally endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate 
species are expected to occur.  An IPaC resource list analysis was also performed and a report of 
species and critical habitat within a 0.5-mile radius of the Project was generated. The IPaC report 
indicated that one insect, the Monarch Butterfly (federally listed candidate species) and one 
flowering plant, the Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid (federally listed threatened species), can be 
found in or near the Project area. Monarch Butterflies lay their eggs on milkweed host plants and 
the Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchids occur in mesic prairies and wetlands; however, since the 
current land use of the Project area is for row-crop agriculture, Project activities are not likely to 
impact these species. A copy of the USFWS response can be found in Attachment C – Rare, 
Threatened, and Endangered Species Correspondence.   
 
Additionally, coordination with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) was initiated 
on September 16, 2021, to identify the Project’s effect on any state listed threatened or 
endangered species within a 0.5-mile radius of the Project. A response from the ODNR Division 
of Wildlife (DOW) was received on October 8, 2021, regarding RTE species located within a 0.5-
mile radius of the Project. ODNR DOW noted in their response letter that the Project is within the 
range of two state-endangered, one federally endangered, and one federally threatened bat 
species. As recommended by ODNR, a desktop habitat assessment was performed using the 
current USFWS “Range wide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines” to determine if a potential bat 
hibernaculum is present within the Project area.  The desktop assessment, using ODNR’s Mines 
of Ohio map, revealed no existing caves or abandoned mines within 0.25 miles of the Project. 
Additionally, one state-endangered reptile, two state-threatened reptiles, two state-endangered 
mussel species, two state-endangered birds, and one state-threatened bird.  Due to the location, 
the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, ODNR proposes that 
the Project is not likely to impact these species. The ODNR-DOW also noted that the Project is 
within range of two state-endangered and one state-threatened fish species. It is expected that 
instream work will occur with the installation of two storm water outfalls, however, no in-water 
work will take place within perennial streams from March 15 to June 30, as recommended by 
ODNR DOW to reduce impacts to these aquatic species and their habitat. If the Project schedule 
changes and in-stream work is needed within a perennial stream during the restricted timeframe, 
AES Ohio will coordinate with ODNR prior to any such activity. The perennial stream is not a 
stream of sufficient size or substrate to contain suitable habitat for the listed mussel species, 
therefore, the project is not likely to impact these species. According to the ODNR NHD, one state 
endangered species, the Upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), has been recorded within one 
mile of the project. The Upland sandpiper utilizes dry grasslands for nesting; since the current 
land use of the Project area is for row-crop agriculture, Project activities are not likely to impact 
this species. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern 
Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains, 
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic 
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries) 
that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the 
findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the 
investigation. 
 
GAI conducted an investigation for areas of ecological concern.  As a part of GAI’s investigation, 
a request was submitted to the ODNR Natural Heritage Program on September 16, 2021, to 
research the presence of any unique ecological sites, geological features, animal assemblages, 
scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, nature preserves, parks or forest, national wildlife refuges, or 
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other protected areas within one mile of the Project area, using the ODNR Natural Heritage 
Database (NHD).  A response from the ODNR – Office of Real Estate was received on October 
8, 2021 (see Attachment C). No national and state forests and parks, floodplains, wetlands, 
designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, 
wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, or wildlife sanctuaries were identified within the one-
mile radius of the Project area. 
 
As a part of the field investigation and ecological assessment, GAI conducted a Regulated Waters 
Assessment of the Project area. GAI’s investigation included an approximately 16.1-acre Study 
Area around the proposed substation, access roads, transmission line structures, and additional 
workspace areas. A wetland and waterbody delineation survey was conducted on September 2, 
2021. The survey identified one (1) probable jurisdictional perennial stream (Stream-001) totaling 
approximately 1,021.6 linear feet within the survey area. Significant impacts to the stream are not 
anticipated to occur as a result of construction activities, and no additional water quality permitting 
is needed. Results from GAI’s field investigation can be found in Attachment D – Regulated 
Waters Assessment. A review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) revealed that the Project area does not lie within any 100-year 
floodplains. 

 
4906-6-05(B)(10)(g) Unusual Conditions 
Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 

 
To the best of AES Ohio’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in 
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. Construction and operation of the proposed 
Project will meet all applicable safety standards established by the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration and will be in accordance with the requirements specified in the latest 
revision of the National Electric Code as adopted by the PUCO. 

 
4906-6-08: Public Notice for Letter of Notification Applications 
Within seven days of the filing of a Letter of Notification application, the applicant shall give 
public notice in newspapers of general circulation in the project area and shall supply the 
board with proof of such publication no later than thirty days from the date of publication. 
The applicant is permitted to correct any inadvertent failure of service or publication, 
provided substantial compliance with these requirements is met. The notice shall occupy 
not less than one-fourth of each newspaper's standard page, with letters not less than  
ten-point type and shall bear the heading "Notice of Proposed Major Utility Facility" in bold 
letters not less than one-fourth inch high or thirty-point type. 
 
A newspaper notice will be provided in the Springfield News-Sun and the Dayton Daily News within 
seven days of filing this application, consisting of no less than a fourth of a standard page. 
Similarly, proof of publication within 30 days of the date of publication will be provided. Within 
seven days of filing this LON, notice will be sent to each property owner affected by the Project, 
with a description of the Project, a map showing the location and layout of the Project, the location 
of where accessible copies of this LON are available, and a statement including the assigned 
docket number that this LON is now pending before the Board. This letter will also describe how to 
participate and comment in the board's proceedings. 
 
Additionally, along with OPSB filing, a copy of this LON will be provided to the public officials, 
departments, and agencies of Clark County and Madison Township that are listed below. A copy of 
the LON will also be provided to the Clark County Public Library listed below for public viewing. 
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Clark County 
 
Ms. Melanie Flax Wilt, Mr. Lowell R. McGlothin, and Ms. Sasha Rittenhouse 
Clark County Board of Commissioners 
3130 E. Main Street 
Springfield, OH 45503 
 
Clark County Community and Economic Development Department 
3130 E. Main Street 
Springfield, OH 45503 
 
Mr. Johnathon A. Burr, P.E., P.S. 
Clark County Engineer 
4075 Laybourne Road 
Springfield, OH 45505 
 
Madison Township 
 
Mr. Russ White, Mr. Tom Florence, and Mr. Mike Garringer 
Clark County Board of Trustees 
228 W. Columbus Road 
P.O. Box V 
South Charleston, OH 45368 
 
Library 
 
Clark County Public Library Houston Branch 
5 W. Jamestown Street 
South Charleston, OH 45368 
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Attachment B – Cultural Resources Review  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In reply refer to 

2021-CLA-53204 
April 11, 2022 
 
William J. Caramana 
GAI Consultants, Inc. 
Pittsburgh Office 
385 East Waterfront Drive 
Homestead, Pennsylvania 15120-5005 
 
Dear Mr. Caramana: 
 

RE: Madison Substation, Madison Township, Clark County, Ohio  
  

This is in response to the receipt, on March 30, 2022, of Technical Report Phase I Cultural Resources 
Investigation, Madison Substation Project, Clark County, Ohio.  The comments of the Ohio Historic 
Preservation Office are submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. 
 
Intensive visual inspection and shovel testing of the project area failed to identify any previously 
unrecorded archaeological sites.  Based on the information submitted, it is my opinion that the proposed 
undertaking will not affect properties listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places.  No further coordination is required unless the project changes or archaeological remains are 
discovered during the course of the project.  In such a situation, this office should be contacted as per 36 
CFR 800.13. 
 
Please be advised that this is a Section 106 decision. This review decision may not extend to other SHPO 
programs.  If you have any questions, please contact me at (614) 298-2000, or by email at 
nyoung@ohiohistory.org.  Please note the Ohio SHPO now accepts electronic-only submissions for state 
and/or federal review under Section 106 and ORC 149.53.   Please send your submissions to 
section106@ohiohistory.org. We have also updated our Survey Report Submission Standards 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Nathan J. Young, Project Reviews Manager 
Resource Protection and Review 
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IPaC resource list
This report is an automatically generated list of species and other resources such as critical habitat
(collectively referred to as trust resources) under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS)
jurisdiction that are known or expected to be on or near the project area referenced below. The list
may also include trust resources that occur outside of the project area, but that could potentially be
directly or indirectly a ected by activities in the project area. However, determining the likelihood
and extent of e ects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional
site-speci c (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) and project-speci c (e.g., magnitude and timing of
proposed activities) information.

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the USFWS
o ce(s) with jurisdiction in the de ned project area. Please read the introduction to each section
that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, USFWS Facilities, and NWI Wetlands) for
additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that section.

Location
Clark County, Ohio

Local o ce
Ohio Ecological Services Field O ce

  (614) 416-8993
  (614) 416-8994

4625 Morse Road, Suite 104
Columbus, OH 43230-8355

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

and extent of e ects a project may have on trust resources typically requires gathering additional
site-speci c (e.g., vegetation/species surveys) and project-speci c (e.g., magnitude and timing of
proposed activities) information.

Below is a summary of the project information you provided and contact information for the USFWS
o ce(s) with jurisdiction in the de ned project area. Please read the introduction to each section
that follows (Endangered Species, Migratory Birds, USFWS Facilities, and NWI Wetlands) for
additional information applicable to the trust resources addressed in that section.

Location
Clark County, Ohio

IPaC
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Endangered species
This resource list is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an analysis of
project level impacts.

The primary information used to generate this list is the known or expected range of each species.
Additional areas of in uence (AOI) for species are also considered. An AOI includes areas outside of
the species range if the species could be indirectly a ected by activities in that area (e.g., placing a
dam upstream of a sh population even if that sh does not occur at the dam site, may indirectly
impact the species by reducing or eliminating water ow downstream). Because species can move,
and site conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near
the project area. To fully determine any potential e ects to species, additional site-speci c and
project-speci c information is often required.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary
information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area
of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted, funded, or licensed by any
Federal agency. A letter from the local o ce and a species list which ful lls this requirement can
only be obtained by requesting an o cial species list from either the Regulatory Review section in
IPaC (see directions below) or from the local eld o ce directly.

For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC website
and request an o cial species list by doing the following:

1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.
2. Click DEFINE PROJECT.
3. Log in (if directed to do so).
4. Provide a name and description for your project.
5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed species  and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Program of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the sheries division of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA Fisheries ).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown on this
list. Please contact NOAA Fisheries for species under their jurisdiction.

1. Species listed under the Endangered Species Act are threatened or endangered; IPaC also shows
species that are candidates, or proposed, for listing. See the listing status page for more
information. IPaC only shows species that are regulated by USFWS (see FAQ).

2. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an o ce of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of Commerce.

The following species are potentially a ected by activities in this location:

Mammals

1

2

NAME STATUS

impact the species by reducing or eliminating water ow downstream). Because species can move,
and site conditions can change, the species on this list are not guaranteed to be found on or near
the project area. To fully determine any potential e ects to species, additional site-speci c and
project-speci c information is often required.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act requires Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary
information whether any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area
of such proposed action" for any project that is conducted, permitted, funded, or licensed by any
Federal agency. A letter from the local o ce and a species list which ful lls this requirement can
only be obtained by requesting an o cial species list from either the Regulatory Review section in
IPaC (see directions below) or from the local eld o ce directly.

For project evaluations that require USFWS concurrence/review, please return to the IPaC website
and request an o cial species list by doing the following:

1. Draw the project location and click CONTINUE.
2. Click DEFINE PROJECT.
3. Log in (if directed to do so).
4. Provide a name and description for your project.
5. Click REQUEST SPECIES LIST.

Listed species  and their critical habitats are managed by the Ecological Services Programg g  of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the sheries division of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA Fisheries ).

Species and critical habitats under the sole responsibility of NOAA Fisheries are not shown on this
l l h f d h d

1

2
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Insects

Flowering Plants

Critical habitats
Potential e ects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered
species themselves.

THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS AT THIS LOCATION.

Migratory birds

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
Wherever found

There is nal critical habitat for this species. The location of the
critical habitat is not available.
http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
Wherever found

This species only needs to be considered if the following condition
applies:

Incidental take of the northern long-eared bat is not prohibited
at this location. Federal action agencies may conclude
consultation using the streamlined process described at
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/s7.html

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

NAME STATUS

Monarch Butter y Danaus plexippus
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

NAME STATUS

Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera leucophaea
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
http://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/601

Threatened

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act  and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act .

1

2

Insects

Flowering Plants

Critical habitats

consultation using the streamlined process described at
https://www.fwff s.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/s7.html

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
httpp://ecos.fwff s.gov/ecpp/sppecies/9045

NAME STATUS

Monarch Butter y Danaus plexippus
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
httpp://ecos.fwff s.gov/ecpp/sppecies/9743

Candidate

NAME STATUS

Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera leucophaea
Wherever found

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
hhhhhhhhhhhhttttttttttttttpppppppppppppppppp::::::::::://////ecooooooooosssssssssssss.fwff s.gov/ecpp/sppecies/601

Threatened
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THERE ARE NO MIGRATORY BIRDS OF CONSERVATION CONCERN EXPECTED TO OCCUR AT THIS LOCATION.

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory birds.

Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize impacts to all birds at
any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly important when birds are most likely to
occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and
avoiding their destruction is a very helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to
occur and be breeding in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or
permits may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of infrastructure or
bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my speci ed location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) and other species
that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network
(AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets and is
queried and ltered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project
intersects, and that have been identi ed as warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that
area, an eagle (Eagle Act requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to o shore
activities or development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your project area. It is not
representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list of all birds potentially present in your
project area, please visit the AKN Phenology Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds potentially
occurring in my speci ed location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data provided by the
Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing collection of survey, banding, and citizen
science datasets .

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to migratory
birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider implementing
appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.

Additional information can be found using the following links:

Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/ 
birds-of-conservation-concern.php
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/ 
conservation-measures.php
Nationwide conservation measures for birds
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
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Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information becomes available. To
learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and how to interpret them, go the
Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my project area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, migrating or
year-round), you may refer to the following resources: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology All About Birds Bird Guide, or
(if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of interest there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical Birds
guide. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur
in your project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe speci ed. If "Breeds
elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range
anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Paci c Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the
continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because of
the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in o shore areas from
certain types of development or activities (e.g. o shore energy development or longline shing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, e orts should be made, in particular, to
avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For
more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird
impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially a ected by o shore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of
bird species within your project area o  the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal
also o ers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review.
Alternately, you may download the bird model results les underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS
Integrative Statistical Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the year,
including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional information on
marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam
Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?

If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid violating the
Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of birds of priority
concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for identifying what other birds may be
in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring
in my speci ed location". Please be aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10
km grid cell(s) that overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?

Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern throughout their range
anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Paci c Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation Regions (BCRs) in the
continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on your list either because of
the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) potential susceptibilities in o shore areas from
certain types of development or activities (e.g. o shore energy development or longline shing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, e orts should be made, in particular, to
avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC species of rangewide concern. For
more information on conservation measures you can implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird
impacts and requirements for eagles, please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially a ected by o shore projo ects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species and groups of
bird species within your project area o the Atlantic Coast, please visit the Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal
also o ers data and information about other taxa besides birds that may be helpful to you in your project review.
Alternately, you may download the bird model results les underlying the portal maps through the NOAAA NCCOS
Integggrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaatiivvvvvvvvvvee Staattttttttttttiiiiissssssssticacaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllll Modeling and Predictive Mapppping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
OOOOOOOOOOOuuuuuuuuuuutttttttttteeeeer CCCCCCCCCCCCoooooooonnnnnnnnnntttttttttttiiiiiiinnneeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnttttttttttttal Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use throughout the year,
including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this information. For additional information on
marine bird tracking data see the Diving Bird Study and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam
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carefully at the survey e ort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a
red horizontal bar). A high survey e ort is the key component. If the survey e ort is high, then the probability of
presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In contrast, a low survey e ort bar or no data bar means a lack
of data and, therefore, a lack of certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting
point for identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might be there,
and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you know what to look for to
con rm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement conservation measures to avoid or
minimize potential impacts from your project activities, should presence be con rmed. To learn more about
conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize
impacts to migratory birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.

Facilities

National Wildlife Refuge lands
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Fish hatcheries

THERE ARE NO FISH HATCHERIES AT THIS LOCATION.

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

WETLAND INFORMATION IS NOT AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME
This can happen when the National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) map service is unavailable, or for very
large projects that intersect many wetland areas. Try again, or visit the NWI map to view wetlands at
this location.

Data limitations

Facilities

National Wildlife Refuge lands
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refugeg  system must undergo a
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS AT THIS LOCATION.

Fish hatcheries

THERE ARE NO FISH HATCHERIES AT THIS LOCATION.

Wetlands in the National Wetlands Inventory
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.
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The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level
information on the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high
altitude imagery. Wetlands are identi ed based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error
is inherent in the use of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in
revision of the wetland boundaries or classi cation established through image analysis.

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts,
the amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth veri cation work conducted.
Metadata should be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery or eld work. There may be
occasional di erences in polygon boundaries or classi cations between the information depicted on the map and
the actual conditions on site.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial
imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged
aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters.
Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuber cid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory.
These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may de ne and describe wetlands in a
di erent manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this
inventory, to de ne the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish
the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in
activities involving modi cations within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal,
state, or local agencies concerning speci ed agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may
a ect such activities.

Data exclusions

Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of aerial
imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged
aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters.
Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuber cid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory.
These habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

Data precautions

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may de ne and describe wetlands in a
di erent manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this
inventory, to de ne the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish
the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in
activities involving modi cations within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal,
state, or local agencies concerning speci ed agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may
a ect such activities.



 
Office of Real Estate 

John Kessler, Chief 
2045 Morse Road – Bldg. E-2 

Columbus, OH  43229 
Phone: (614) 265-6621 

 Fax: (614) 267-4764 
 

October 8, 2021 
 

Marie G. Bezold  
GAI Consultants 
11 Spiral Drive, Suite 8 
Florence, KY 41042 
 
Re: 21-0857; AES Ohio Madison Substation Project 
  
Project: The proposed project involves the construction of a new, approximately 3.75-acre 
substation. 
 
Location: The proposed project is located in Madison Township, Clark County, Ohio. 
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above 
referenced project.  These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the 
Department.  These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental 
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and 
regulations.  These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource 
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or 
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or 
federal laws or regulations.   
 
Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has the following data at or within a 
one mile radius of the project area: 
 
Upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), E 
 
The review was performed on the project area specified in the request as well as an additional one 
mile radius.  Records searched date from 1980.  This information is provided to inform you of 
features present within your project area and vicinity.  Additional comments on some of the 
features may be found in pertinent sections below. 
 
Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information 
from many sources.  Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that 
rare species or unique features are absent from that area.  Although all types of plant communities 
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas. 
             
Statuses are defined as: E = state endangered; T = state threatened; P = state potentially 
threatened; SC = state species of concern; SI = state special interest; U = state status under 
review; X = presumed extirpated in Ohio; FE = federal endangered, and FT = federal threatened. 
 
 



Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments. 
 
The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided 
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that Best Management Practices be utilized to 
minimize erosion and sedimentation. 
 
The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered 
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state 
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state 
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.  
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats 
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the 
leaves.  However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.  
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting 
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or 

  If trees are present within 
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist 
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.  
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of 
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE 
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from 
October 1 through March 31.  However, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after 
consultation with the DOW (contact Erin Hazelton at Erin.hazelton@dnr.ohio.gov). 
 
The DOW also recommends that a desktop habitat assessment is conducted, followed by a field 
assessment if needed, to determine if a potential hibernaculum is present within the project area. 
Direction on how to conduct habitat assessments can be found in the current USFWS “Range-
wide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines.”  If a habitat assessment finds that a potential hibernaculum 
is present within 0.25 miles of the project area, please send this information to Erin Hazelton for 
project recommendations.  If a potential or known hibernaculum is found, the DOW recommends 
a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer around the hibernaculum entrance, 
however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be acceptable after consultation with the 
DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not 
likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the rayed bean (Villosa fabalis), a state endangered and 
federally endangered mussel, and the snuffbox (Epioblasma triquetra), a state endangered and 
federally endangered mussel.  Due to the location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in 
a perennial stream of sufficient size, this project is not likely to impact these species. 
 
The project is within the range of the Iowa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish, and 
the tonguetied minnow (Exoglossum laurae), a state threatened fish.  The DOW recommends no 
in-water work in perennial streams from March 15 through June 30 to reduce impacts to 
indigenous aquatic species and their habitat.  If no in-water work is proposed in a perennial 
stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species. 
 
The project is within the range of the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus), a state 
endangered and a federally threatened snake species. The eastern massasauga uses a range of 
habitats including wet prairies, fens, and other wetlands, as well as drier upland habitat.  Due to 
the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this 
project is not likely to impact this species. 



 
The project is within the range of the Kirtland’s snake (Clonophis kirtlandii), a state threatened 
species. This secretive species prefers wet meadows and other wetlands.  Due to the location, the 
type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is not likely to 
impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata), a state threatened species.  
This species prefers fens, bogs and marshes, but is also known to inhabit wet prairies, meadows, 
pond edges, wet woods, and the shallow sluggish waters of small streams and ditches.  Due to the 
location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this project is 
not likely to impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the least bittern (Ixobrychus exilis), a state threatened bird. This 
secretive marsh species prefers dense emergent wetlands with thick stands of cattails, sedges, 
sawgrass or other semiaquatic vegetation interspersed with woody vegetation and open water.  If 
this type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the 
species’ nesting period of May 1 through July 31.  If this type of habitat will not be impacted, this 
project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus), a state endangered 
bird. The loggerhead shrike nests in hedgerows, thickets and fencerows.  They hunt over 
hayfields, pastures, and other grasslands.  If thickets or other types of dense shrubbery habitat will 
be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of 
April 1 through July 31.  If this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to impact 
this species. 
 
The project is within the range of the upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), a state 
endangered bird.  Nesting upland sandpipers utilize dry grasslands including native grasslands, 
seeded grasslands, grazed and ungrazed pasture, hayfields, and grasslands established through the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction 
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 through July 31. If 
this type of habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to impact this species. 
 
Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we 
recommend that this project be coordinated with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 
 
Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment. 
 
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any 
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact 
information can be found at the website below. 
 
http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List_8_16.pdf 
 
ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Mike Pettegrew at 
mike.pettegrew@dnr.ohio.gov if you have questions about these comments or need additional 
information. 
 
Mike Pettegrew  
Environmental Services Administrator (Acting) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment D – Regulated Waters Assessment 



   
 
 
 

 

Northern Kentucky Office   T  859.795.2550 
11 Spiral Drive    F  859.647.6685 
Suite #8     
Florence, Kentucky 41042 

January 27, 2022 

GAI Project No. R210571.00  

Ms. Amanda Foti 
AES Ohio 
1900 Dryden Road 
Dayton, OH 45439 
 
 
Regulated Waters Assessment 
AES Ohio Madison 345 kV Project 
Clark County, Ohio 
 

Dear Ms. Foti: 

This report presents the findings of the regulated waters assessment and identifies the resulting 
anticipated regulatory permitting compliance requirements for the AES Ohio Madison 345 kV Project 
(Project), located in Madison Township within Clark County, Ohio (Appendix A, Figure 1). This field 
survey effort was done in support of due diligence as required for a Letter of Notification (LON), 
submitted to The Ohio Power Sitting Board (OPSB). Results from the regulated waters field survey are 
summarized below.  

Project Summary 
The Project will require the construction of a substation called Madison and associated transmission line 
tie-in which will tap into the existing Greene – Beatty 345 kV line. The proposed Project is located on 
existing AES Ohio property in Madison Township, Clark County, Ohio. 

Work Summary 
A remote environmental screening review followed by an on-site field survey was completed by GAI 
Consultants Inc. (GAI) on September 2, 2021 in order to evaluate potential regulated waters impacts 
associated with the Project. These investigations were limited to a 14.08-acre study area which includes a 
75-foot-wide buffer around the 3.7 acre proposed substation location, proposed access roads, and 
proposed transmission line structure locations.  

The study area was investigated for the presence of wetlands and streams on September 2, 2021. 
Wetland delineations were conducted in accordance with the 1987 United States Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (Environmental Laboratory, 1987) and the 
Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Eastern Mountains and 
Piedmont Region (Version 2.0) (USACE, 2012). Wetlands were classified using the Classification of 
Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States (Cowardin et al, 1979). Classification of the 
indicator status of vegetation is based on The National Wetland Plant List: 2014 Update of Wetland 
Ratings (Lichvar, et al, 2014). 

Each wetland and waterbody feature was given a unique map designation and was recorded using a 
Trimble R1 receiver global positioning system mapping grade unit with the capability of sub-meter 
accuracy. Judgmental upland and wetland soil test pits were taken within the study area at the discretion 
of the delineator to confirm the presence or absence of wetlands in areas with exhibiting wetland 
indicators. Wetland boundaries, stream banks and/or centerlines were mapped in relation to existing 
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Project data supplied by AES Ohio and various environmental and cadastral background data in 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS).  

Environmental Survey Results 
Land use within and adjacent to the study area consists primarily of maintained transmission line ROW, 
and active agricultural areas. 
 
National Wetland Inventory (NWI) 
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory (NWI) maps were 
reviewed for potential wetland locations within the Project Area. The NWI maps were prepared from high 
altitude photography and, in most cases, were not field verified. As a result, wetlands are sometimes 
erroneously identified, missed, or misidentified within this data set. The presence of an NWI wetland 
does not necessarily constitute the presence of a wetland meeting USACE criteria. The NWI map of the 
area did not identify any NWI features within the study area.  
 
100-Year Floodplain and Floodway 
A review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) 
revealed that the Project Area is not located within a mapped 100-year floodplain or floodway (see Figure 
2).  
 
Wetlands 
No jurisdictional wetlands were identified in the Project area. 
 
Waterbodies 
To evaluate potential streams within the study area, GAI reviewed existing United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) topographic maps, aerial photography, National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) stream data, 
and site contour data.  
 
One (1) likely jurisdictional perennial stream feature, totaling 1,021.6 feet, was documented within the 
Study Area. This stream feature connects directly to North Fork Massies Creek, according to the NHD 
dataset and was observed as a channelized agricultural drainage. Photographs of the stream feature can 
be found in Appendix B. The location of this stream relative to the study area can be found in 
Appendix A, Figure 2 
 
Minimal impacts are expected from the installation of two detention basin outfall pipes to Stream 001. 
The Project is anticipated to be automatically authorized by the USACE under NWP 57 without a pre-
construction notification (PCN) since impacts are expected to be less than 300 feet, there are no section 
10 waterbodies, national/wild/scenic rivers, or waters of special concern in the Project area, and the 
Project is not located in a listed township per NWP Regional General Condition 5. Currently, the USACE 
has determined that the OEPA will waive all 401 certifications, thus the USACE is not requiring 401 water 
quality certifications for the sixteen modified or new NWPs in Ohio which includes NWP 57. Discharges 
from the project are anticipated to be covered under a NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System) permit through the OEPA Surface Water Permit Program.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 



Ms. Amanda Foti   Page 3  
January 27, 2022 
GAI Project No. R210571.00   
 
 

© 2020 GAI Consultants. 

 

GAI Consultants, Inc.   
 

 

 
Tyler E. Rankin, MS, CNRP     
Senior Project Environmental Specialist 
 
Attachments:    
           Appendix A - Figures 
  Appendix B - Photographs 
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Photographs 
 

 
Photograph 1.  East end of Stream 001. Facing 

upstream. (September 2, 2021) 

 
Photograph 2.  West end of Stream 001. Facing 

downstream. (September 2, 2021) 
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