
 
 

 
BEFORE  

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy 
Ohio, Inc., for an Increase in Natural Gas Rates. 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy 
Ohio, Inc., for Approval of an Alternative Form of 
Regulation.  
 
In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy 
Ohio, Inc., for Tariff Approval.                                                
 
In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy 
Ohio, Inc., for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods.                                                                

 
 
)     
)     Case No. 22-507-GA-AIR 
)    
)          
)     Case No. 22-508-GA-ALT 
)      
) 
)     Case No. 22-509-GA-ATA 
)     
) 
)     Case No. 22-510-GA-AAM 
) 
) 
 
                                                       

  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MOTION TO INTERVENE OF  

PEOPLE WORKING COOPERATIVELY, INC.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) Section 4903.221 and Ohio Administrative Code 

(“O.A.C.”) Rule 4901-1-11, People Working Cooperatively, Inc. (“PWC”) respectfully moves the 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) for leave to intervene in the above-captioned 

proceedings.  The Commission should grant this Motion to Intervene because PWC has a real and 

substantial interest in these proceedings as it has been providing weatherization and energy 

management services to low-income residential consumers in the natural gas service territory of 

Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (“Duke”) for decades; the Commission’s disposition of these proceedings 

may impair or impede PWC’s ability to protect that interest; PWC’s participation will not unduly 

prolong or delay these proceedings; and PWC will significantly contribute to the full development 
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and equitable resolution of the relevant issues.  In addition, PWC’s unique interests will not be 

adequately represented by other parties.   

 Accordingly, for these reasons and for the reasons set forth in the Memorandum in Support 

attached hereto and incorporated herein, PWC respectfully requests that the Commission grant this 

Motion to Intervene. 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 
/s/ Christine M.T. Pirik   
Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
(Counsel of Record)  
Terrence O’Donnell (0074213) 
Matthew C. McDonnell (0090164) 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
180 East Broad Street, Suite 3400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 591-5461 
cpirik@dickinsonwright.com 
todonnell@dickinsonwright.com 
mmcdonnell@dickinsonwright.com  
(counsel is willing to accept service by email) 
 
Attorneys for People Working Cooperatively, Inc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 29, 2022 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF 
PEOPLE WORKING COOPERATIVELY, INC’S  

MOTION TO INTERVENE 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I. Introduction 

 On June 30, 2022, Duke filed an application to increase its natural gas distribution rates, 

for an alternative form of regulation, for tariff approval, and for approval to change accounting 

methods. 

 As explained further herein, PWC has a real and substantial interest in these proceedings, 

the Commission’s disposition of these proceedings may impair or impede PWC’s ability to protect 

that interest, PWC’s participation will not unduly prolong or delay these proceedings, and PWC 

will significantly contribute to the full development and equitable resolution of the relevant issues.    

Accordingly, PWC submits this Motion to Intervene.     
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II. Legal Standard 

 R.C. Section 4903.221(B) sets forth the criteria the Commission must consider in ruling 

on motions to intervene, which include: 

1. The nature and extent of the prospective intervenor’s interest. 

2. The legal position advanced by the prospective intervenor and its probable 
relation to the merits of the case. 

 
3. Whether the intervention by the prospective intervenor will unduly prolong 

or delay the proceedings. 
 
4. Whether the prospective intervenor will significantly contribute to full 

development and equitable resolution of the factual issues. 
 
O.A.C. Rule 4901-1-11(A) also provides detail on the statutory intervention criteria and 

requires that the Commission allow intervention by a person who has a “real and substantial 

interest in the proceeding” and who “is so situated that the disposition of the proceeding may, as a 

practical matter, impair or impeded his or her ability to protect that interest, unless the person’s 

interest is adequately represented by existing parties.”    

The Commission has explained that its policy is to encourage robust participation in its 

proceedings.  See Cleveland Elec. Illum. Co., Case No. 85-675-EL-AIR, Entry (Jan. 14, 1986).  

Moreover, the Ohio Supreme Court has held that “intervention ought to be liberally allowed so 

that positions of all persons with a real and substantial interest in the proceedings can be 

considered.”  Ohio Consumers’ Counsel v. Pub. Util. Comm. of Ohio, 111 Ohio St.3d 384, 2006-

Ohio-5853.  

III. PWC Should Be Granted Intervention  

PWC is a non-profit organization that has served low-income residential customers in 

Ohio, including in the Duke service territory, for decades.   PWC owns and maintains the 

equipment necessary to provide weatherization and energy management services to its clients, 
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low-income residential consumers, who reside in Duke’s service territory.  PWC employs a full-

time staff of skilled construction and administrative personnel.   

In order to broaden PWC’s ability to provide these quality services to its clients, PWC 

engages funding from utility companies, such as Duke, and other entities.  PWC has a long-

standing relationship with Duke and has intervened in many Duke natural gas cases over the years.1 

 PWC should be permitted to intervene because it has a real and substantial interest in 

Duke’s natural gas distribution rate-related proceedings.  Duke’s funding has helped PWC perform 

the energy conservation and weatherization services for its low-income clients in duke’s service 

territory for many years.  PWC intervenes in these rate-related cases to ensure that the funding 

continues so that these low-income residential customers can continue to receive the benefits of 

PWC’s services.  Therefore, PWC has a direct, real, and substantial interest in these proceedings, 

and may be substantially impacted by the outcome of these proceedings.  

PWC will contribute to the just and expeditious resolution of the issues and concerns that 

are set forth in these proceedings.  Likewise, its participation will not cause undue delay or unjust 

prejudice to any existing party.  In addition, PWC is timely filing this Motion to Intervene and will 

not unduly prolong or delay the proceedings moving forward.  

Without PWC’s ability to fully participate in these proceedings, PWC’s interest will be 

prejudiced because no other participating party represents PWC’s unique interests. In light of the 

fact that others participating in these proceedings cannot adequately represent PWC’s unique 

interest, it would be inappropriate to make any final determinations without PWC’s participation. 

 

 

                                            
1  See Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case Nos. 12-1685-GA-AIR, et al., 07-589-GA-AIR, et al. 
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IV. Conclusion 

 The foregoing circumstances support PWC’s intervention in these proceeding.  Through 

this Motion to Intervene and Memorandum in Support, PWC has met all requirements for 

intervention set forth in R.C. 4903.221 and O.A.C. Rule 4901-1-11.  Therefore, PWC respectfully 

requests that its Motion to Intervene be granted. 

 

      Respectfully Submitted, 

 
/s/ Christine M.T. Pirik   
Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
(Counsel of Record)  
Terrence O’Donnell (0074213) 
Matthew C. McDonnell (0090164) 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
180 East Broad Street, Suite 3400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 591-5461 
cpirik@dickinsonwright.com 
todonnell@dickinsonwright.com 
mmcdonnell@dickinsonwright.com  
(counsel is willing to accept service by email) 
 
Attorneys for People Working Cooperatively, Inc. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice 
of the filing of this document on the parties referenced in the service list of the docket card who 
have electronically subscribed to these cases.  In addition, the undersigned certifies that a copy of 
the foregoing document is also being served upon the persons below via electronic mail this 29th 
day of November, 2022.  

 
     /s/ Christine M.T. Pirik    

      Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
 
Counsel: 
 
Rocco.dascenzo@duke-energy.com 
Jeanne.kingery@duke-energy.com 
Larisa.vaysman@duke-energy.com 
elyse.akhbari@duke-energy.com  
mkurtz@bkllawfirm.com 
kboehm@bkllawfirm.com 
jkylercohn@bkllawfirm.com 
William.michael@occ.ohio.gov 
Ambrosia.wilson@occ.ohio.gov 
connor.semple@occ.ohio.gov 
thomas.lindgren@OhioAGO.gov  
Robert.eubanks@ohioAGO.gov 
sarah.feldkamp@OhioAGO.gov  
ebrama@taftlaw.com 
Michael.nugent@igs.com 
Evan.betterton@igs.com 
stacie.cathcart@igs.com 
glpetrucci@vorys.com 
mjsettineri@vorys.com 
 
 
 

Attorney Examiners: 
 
Nicholas.walstra@puco.ohio.gov 
Matthew.sandor@puco.ohio.gov 
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