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155 East Broad Street
2" Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Emily.Olive@duke-energy.com
Emily A. Olive
Paralegal

November 21, 2022

Ms. Tanowa M. Troupe

PUCO Docketing Division

180 East Broad Street, 11" Floor
Columbus, OH 43215-3716

Re:  In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for an Increase in its Natural
Gas Rates.
Case Nos. 22-507-GA-AIR, et al.

Dear Ms. Troupe:

Please find attached the affidavit and newspaper notices from the newspaper publishers verifying
publication of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.’s legal notice in the above-referenced proceedings.

The notice was published as follows:

Newspaper Publication Dates
Cincinnati Enquirer October 27, November 3, 2022
Clermont Sun October 27, November 3, 2022
Dayton Daily News October 27, November 3, 2022
Georgetown News Democrat October 27, November 3, 2022
Hamilton Journal News October 27, November 3, 2022
Hillsboro Times Gazette October 27, November 3, 2022
People’s Defender October 26, November 2, 2022
Pulse of Warren County October 30, November 6, 2022
Wilmington News Journal October 27, November 3, 2022

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Emily A. Olive, CP

Emily A. Olive
Certified Paralegal

cc: Parties of Record



Affidavit Proof of Publication

I, Walt Dozier, do herby attest that the Duke Energy Legal Notices did appear in the following newspaper(s)
as ordered:

Clermont Sun October 27 & November 3 2022
Dayton Daily News October 27 & November 3 2022
Cincinnati Enquirer October 27 & November 3 2022
Georgetown News Democrat October 27 & November 3 2022
Hamilton Journal News October 27 & November 3 2022
Peoples Defender October 26 & November 2 2022
The Pulse of Warren County October 30 & November 6 2022
The Times Gazette October 27 & November 3 2022
Wilmington News Journal October 27 & November 3 2022

) ﬁjﬁbr}w 171/76 /22

Walt Dozier Date
State of Ohio
County of Franklin
On this day, the 1 Le day of November 2022 before me, Chana L Poweli ,the

undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared Walt Dozier, proved to me on the basis of satisfactory
evidence to be the person whose name was subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that he
executed it.

Witness my hand and official seal.

e Z

CHANA L POWELL
Notary Public
State of Ohio

My Comm. Expires
November 25, 2025



Scott Wartman
Cincinnati Enquirer
USA TODAY NETWORK

We still don’t know what Paycor HCM
Inc. paid the Bengals for the naming
rights to the stadium formerly known as
Paul Brown.

But the Bengals have told the county
the deal didn’t meet the threshold for
the taxpayers to get any money from it,
according to Hamilton County adminis-
trator Jeff Aluotto and documents the
Bengals provided The Enquirer.

That suggests the deal was worth
less than $60.5 million - or at least
structured so it came in under that key
figure.

Under their lease with Hamilton
County, the Bengals would get all of the
first $60.5 million from any naming
rights deal. After that, the Bengals
would keep 70% of the remaining reve-
nue; the other 30% would go to Hamil-
ton County.

Hamilton County owns the two sta-
diums on Cincinnati’s riverfront, both

built with the proceeds from the half-
cent sales tax approved by voters in
1996.

The Bengals have not provided many
specifics of the deal.

The Bengals informed the county in
July the team intended to sell the nam-
ing rights to the stadium for the first
time since the stadium was opened in
2000.

A few weeks later, the team an-
nounced that Paul Brown Stadium
would become Paycor Stadium for the
next 16 years.

As part of the lease agreement, any-
one buying the naming rights could also
buy advertising, private suites and oth-
er amenities. These fulfillment costs
would be subtracted from the total nam-
ing rights revenue.

Some of these fulfillment costs may
have been part of the Paycor deal that
brought it under the key $60.5 million
threshold, according to a letter from the
Bengals’ accounting firm sent to the
county on Aug. 22.

Theletter from Clark, Schaefer, Hack-
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Taxpayers won’t receive any money
from Paycor Stadium naming rights

In August, the Bengals renamed Paul
Brown Stadium to Paycor Stadium.
Hamilton County has learned it won’t
get any money from the deal.
STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH/THE ENQUIRER

ett & Co. explained why the county
won't get any money from the deal. In
coming to that conclusion, the firm
mentioned they calculated these fulfill-
ment costs in determining the total rev-
enue. The letter does not provide any
specifics of the deal.

County officials, including the coun-
ty commissioners, have said over the

previous month that they do not have
any details on the naming rights deal
the Bengals struck with Paycor.

“The financial terms and conditions
of the Paycor naming rights agreement
and other sponsorships have not been
provided to the county,” said Bridget Do-
herty, spokesperson for the county. “We
continue to ask for the information.”

The Enquirer has filed open records
requests for communications between
the commissioners and county staff re-
garding the naming rights. So far, the re-
quests have turned up little informa-
tion.

“Ideally, any naming rights deal will
be an opportunity for the taxpayers to
gain some revenue, not just the Ben-
gals,” Commissioner Denise Driehaus
wrote in an email to a constituent on
Aug. 2.

The constituent had asked whether
the Bengals would pay the costs for the
new signs on the stadium. “However,
there are specific provisions in the lease
that dictate how this is handled, which
we are obligated to fill.”

Property tax

Continued from Page 1A

An Enquirer analysis showed in-
creased sales tax revenue had fed a 30%
increase in county spending over the
past five years.

The board appeared split on what
they’ll give back next year. They have
until Dec. 1to decide.

Commissioners President Stephanie
Summerow Dumas, who is up for re-
election, said she’s concerned about
keeping the county financially stable
and able to afford any emergencies that
might come up. “We don’t know with in-
flation and interest rates where we’re
going to be,” Dumas said.

»l

Hamilton County owns Paycor Stadium, foreground, and Great American Ball

Park, background. County property owners would get less back this year from
the stadium sales tax if a county administration recommendation is followed.

LIZ DUFOUR/THE ENQUIRER

“... We really do need to help the
homeowners. We've jumped up and
said we’re for affordable housing ...
We have a levy increase on the ballot
right now. So we’ve got to give the
people something.”

Alicia Reece
Hamilton County commissioner

Commissioner Alicia Reece said she
supports giving the full 30% rebate to
property owners.

“This is a time when we really do
need to help the homeowners,” Reece
said. “We’ve jumped up and said we're
for affordable housing ... We have a levy
increase on the ballot right now. So
we’ve got to give the people something.”
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. fabulous jewelry & great prices for 70 years

We see a delightful mix of
exquisite craftsmanship and
extraordinary value. You'll see
an extra dash of elegance. That
one perfect piece that turns a
little black dress into a special
evening out and takes a favorite
crewneck from casual to stunning.
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Compare at $149

Sterling Silver Byzantine Necklace

16" length. /2" wide. Lobster clasp.
Available in 18" $109 and 20" $119

ORDER TODAY!

To receive this special price and free shipping use offer code:

THEBEST488
1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/thebest
ltem #849437

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR
AUTHORITY TO INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION
RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.,
(“Duke Energy Ohio” or “Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the
Company filed with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”)
an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas distribution service. The
Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the Commission.
Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs,
and to obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase,
which requests have been assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-
ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application in all four cases directly affects the
Company’s entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams, Brown, Butler,
Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in
Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with
maintaining pipes and other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural
gas services into customers’ homes and businesses. The proposed rates in this
case reflect investments in the Company’s distribution system and increased
costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural
gas distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the
Company in continuing to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to
continue providing safe and reliable distribution service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company’s
cost to provide natural gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December
31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and other distribution infrastructure assets used
to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of
approximately 5.6%, on a rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas
Costs):

Residential Service: 7.4%
Residential Low Income: 6.9%
General Service — Small: 5.9%
General Service — Large: 4.8%
Residential Firm Transportation: 7.0%
Res Firm Trans Low Income: 6.7%
Firm Transportation — Small: 6.5%
Firm Transportation — Large: 4.5%
Interruptible Transportation: 1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be
approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes
as to amount and form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the
filed Application may be made by the Staff of the Commission or by intervening
parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C.
4909.19, an objection to the Application, which may allege that such Application
contains proposals that are unjust and discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available
at the office of the Company, located at 139 East Fourth Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents
are also available on the Commission’s docketing information system at
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case
lookup box, and selecting the date the application was filed (June 30, 2022).

CE-GCl0964853-09




Sharon Coolidge
Cincinnati Enquirer
USA TODAY NETWORK

FC Cincinnati co-CEO Jeff Berding
has looked back at the road to Major
League Soccer and said the process was
too fast - not that he could have
changed that.

Now a playoff win against the New
York Red Bulls under their belt, then a
season-ending playoff loss against Phil-
adelphia Union have given Berding new
perspective.

“We just didn’t have enough time to
know what we didn’t know and get the
right people in place or figure out how
we wanted to enter the league, how we
wanted to play, the coach, the style, the
roster,” Berding said. “Sometimes when
you do things too quickly, you screw up.

And there’s no question.”

Berding talked about the road to a
playoff win on The Enquirer’s “That’s So
Cincinnati” podcast.

“We screwed up the introduction,”
Berding said. “We get we were not a
winning team. There was a lot of disap-
pointment and frustration. And I de-
scribe those years as miserable as well.”

Berding has never been one to back
down from a challenge.

“This is probably where there’s a little
bit of hindsight,” Berding said. “Carl
(Lindner III) has talked about this pub-
licly as well. Maybe there should have
been pushback or further discussion.
We just said, well, this is what the re-
quirement is and let’s do it, without
probably sufficient appreciation for how
hard it was going to be.”

By hard, he means finishing in last
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‘You screw up’: Berding reflects on early
mistakes in getting FC Cincinnati off ground

FC Cincinnati co-CEO Jeff Berding:
“We get we were not a winning team.
There was a lot of disappointment and
frustration. And | describe those years
as miserable as well.” ENQUIRER FILE

place the first and second years in the
league. Coaches were fired. Players were
replaced. Chris Albright was added as

general manager.

Pat Noonan was named head coach.

Then in June there was a string of
games with no losses. The goals piled
up. (FC Cincinnati finished with a record
of having the fourth-most goals in the
league this season.)

The playoffs suddenly seemed plau-
sible, although they were always the
goal.

Berding said finding the right mix
took time. All the while he was oversee-
ing building a training facility in Milford
and building TQL Stadium in West End.

The latter, he said proudly, he did
right on the first try. There are no do-
overs when it comes to building a stadi-
um.

Listen to The Enquirer’s “That’s So
Cincinnati” podcast on Apple, iHeart or
your favorite podcast platform.

Advocates push for 50-cent fee to fund 988 crisis line

Titus Wu

State Bureau

COLUMBUS - Four months after the
nationwide launch of a new suicide pre-
vention hotline number - 988 — Ohio
still lacks a long-term plan for paying for
the service.

Mental health advocates in Ohio
have renewed calls for a 50-cent month-
ly fee on cellphone bills, similar to how
o1 is funded, which would generate
around $50 million annually for the ser-
vice.

“This issue is not going away, and the
pandemic’s impacts have made things
even tougher,” said Tony Coder, who
leads the Ohio Suicide Prevention Foun-
dation. “This will help people who are
struggling. ... I can’t buy a coffee. I can’t
buy a soda. I can’t even buy a pack of
gum for 50 cents. But we can support
mental health services in the state of
Ohio.”

The new 988 number is easier to re-
member and already getting more use,

according to national data. And more
calls are being handled in-state, rather
than by a national backup system or be-
ing abandoned after long wait times.

e In August 2021, 62% of 5,042 calls
in Ohio were answered in-state with the
rest either rolling to a national backup
system or abandoned (628 calls or 12%
of total calls).

e In August 2022, a month after 988
launched, 86% of the 7,813 calls in Ohio
were answered in-state. The number of
abandoned calls held steady at 637 calls
or 8% of the total calls.

e The number of text demands in-
creased from 201 to 1,413 and chat re-
quests increased from 765 to 2,302 be-
tween the two months, according to the
state mental health department.

Ohio’s 988 system is expected to
need $136 million to last until 2027.
Right now, Ohio has earmarked $20 mil-
lion for the launch and first year of oper-
ations, mostly from COVID-19 relief
money and other federal grants.

The Ohio Department of Mental

Advocates for mental health are
pushing Ohio lawmakers to establish a
long-term funding source for 988, the
new suicide prevention hotline.
PROVIDED BY CRISIS CONNECTIONS

Health and Addiction Services officials
said they will work with lawmakers to
find long-term, sustainable funding.
Lawmakers and advocates have said
long-term funding discussions are still
in the early stages, and could be re-
solved in the next state budget in June

2023.

The Ohio Suicide Prevention Foun-
dation survey of 1,000 Ohioans found
that 60% support a 50-cent monthly
fee.

Ohio Department of Health data
show that 17,802 people died by suicide
between 2010 and 2020. Suicide rates
climbed over the last decade but dipped
in 2020.

For Columbus resident Sandy Wil-
liams, whose father died by suicide in
Belmont County, the issue is personal.
She believed 988 would have saved him,
who had turned to the county sheriff in-
stead at his darkest moment because of
the lack of sufficient help.

“T'll pay that 50 cents every freaking
day” if that meant saving her father, she
said.

Titus Wu is a reporter for the USA TO-
DAY Network Ohio Bureau, which serves
the Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati En-
quirer, Akron Beacon Journal and 18
other affiliated news organizations
across Ohio.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR
AUTHORITY TO INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION
RATES
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Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.,
(“Duke Energy Ohio” or “Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the
Company filed with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”)
an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas distribution service. The
Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the Commission.
Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs,
and to obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase,
which requests have been assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-
ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application in all four cases directly affects the
Company’s entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams, Brown, Butler,
Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in
Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with
maintaining pipes and other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural
gas services into customers’ homes and businesses. The proposed rates in this
case reflect investments in the Company’s distribution system and increased
costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural
gas distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the
Company in continuing to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to
continue providing safe and reliable distribution service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company’s
cost to provide natural gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December
31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and other distribution infrastructure assets used
to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of
approximately 5.6%, on a rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas
Costs):

Residential Service: 7.4%
Residential Low Income: 6.9%
General Service — Small: 5.9%
General Service — Large: 4.8%
Residential Firm Transportation: 7.0%
Res Firm Trans Low Income: 6.7%
Firm Transportation — Small: 6.5%
Firm Transportation — Large: 4.5%
Interruptible Transportation: 1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be
approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes
as to amount and form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the
filed Application may be made by the Staff of the Commission or by intervening
parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C.
4909.19, an objection to the Application, which may allege that such Application
contains proposals that are unjust and discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available
at the office of the Company, located at 139 East Fourth Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents
are also available on the Commission’s docketing information system at
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case
lookup box, and selecting the date the application was filed (June 30, 2022).
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Our handcrafted sterling silver horizontal bar
necklace suspends from an on-trend paper clip link
chainin a sleek design that's full of shine. Make it
your own with free engraving of a name up to 12
characters in block (shown) or script type.

Available in 16" $59, 18" $69 and 20" $79

Shown larger for detail.
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VA’s 2014 Open Burn Pit Registry to be Redesigned

After receiving criti-
cism from several studies
and the Department of
Veterans Affairs’ (VA)
Office of the Inspec-
tor General (OIG), it
appears that the VA will
be changing the Air-
borne Hazards and Open
Burn Pit Registry to
better serve our disabled
veterans.

The VA’s Press Sec-
retary, Terrance Hayes,
said “the time is right
to redesign the Registry
for the better.” The VA’s
OIG Report, released
in July of 2022, and
the recent National
Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medi-
cine (NASEM) Report
has provided the VA
with both direction and
guidance to improve the
registry.

According to Press
Secretary Hayes, “The
VA’s goal for the Registry
is to provide information
to enhance health care
access and quality for
veterans with respira-
tory issues. The Registry
can also serve as a com-
munication pathway for
veterans and their health
care providers to address
concerns with respect to
respiratory hazards.”

The Registry was
established with the
enactment of the Digni-
fied Burial and Veterans’
Benefits Improvement
Act of 2012. The VA
opened the VA’s Air-
borne Hazards and Open
Burn Pit Registry in June
of 2014.

Veterans now had an
opportunity to report
exposures to airborne
hazards, such as burn
pits, oil well fires, and
other forms of pollu-
tion and document their
health problems. The
NASEM was required to
provide reports on the
Registry and monitor the
health effects of veterans’
exposure to toxins.

The NASEM’s first
Report was released in
2017. The second NAS-
EM’s Report, entitled
“Reassessment of the
Department of Veterans
Affairs Airborne Haz-
ards and Open Burn Pit
Registry” was officially
released on October 14,
2022.

The overall conclu-
sion of the October 2022
Report was that the
Registry could not fulfill
its purpose of support-
ing research of the cause
or origin of a veteran’s
disease or conditions.
The Registry could not
monitor the population
exposed to airborne haz-
ards. In summary, it was
a failure!

According to VA pro-
jections, over 3.5 million
veterans are eligible to
enroll in the registry.
However, as of June
1, 2022, only 317,000
veterans have enrolled
in the Registry and com-
pleted the 140 questions
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required in the question-
naire. More than 130,000
veterans have started

the enrollment, but have
failed to complete the
process.

A total of 106,730 of
the veterans, who have
completed the question-
naire, have requested an
optional Registry Health
Evaluation - but only
30,000 veterans have
received their health
evaluation. The VA OIG
Report (#21-02732-153)
issued July 21, 2022,
explained what had
occurred.

The questionnaire
could take over an hour
to complete the 140
questions. Veterans did
not realize that indicat-
ing an “interest” on the
questionnaire (along
with their contact infor-
mation) for a Health
Evaluation, did not con-
stitute a “request” for the
Health Examination.

The veterans still had
to contact their local
VA Facility to schedule
their Health Examina-
tion, but they were never
informed of that respon-
sibility.

A member of the
NASEM staff, Kristen
Olson, who produced the
October 2022 Report,
noted that the questions
veterans had to complete
were “cumbersome” and
not easy to complete or
answer, depending on
the number of overseas
deployments the veteran
had.

The more deployments
you had, the longer it
will take to complete
the questionnaire,”
explained Committee
Member Olson. “Many
veterans don’t know the
information asked about
in the questionnaire and
don’t know or refuse to
answer the question alto-
gether.”

Olson also explained
that the Registry collects
information only once.
The veterans are not
allowed to update their
current health condition
in the Registry, making
it impossible to track
emerging health prob-
lems.

Another problem has
emerged with the Regis-
try Process. The Veter-
ans Benefits Administra-
tion (VBA) is the agency
that processes veterans’
disability compensation
and benefits claims.

The VBA contends
that the Registry is a sep-
arate evaluation and it is
not used in the review
process of a veteran’s dis-
ability claim. Although a
veteran can use the ques-
tionnaire from the Reg-

Clermont County
Board of Elections
Notice of Board

Meetings

Submitted by Cherie
Wilson, Administrative
Support Specialist,
Clermont County Board of
Elections.

The Clermont County
Board of Elections has
scheduled Board Meet-
ings for the November
2022 General Election as
follows:

November 8, 2022 at
6:30 a.m. — Election Day
Board Meeting.

November 21, 2022
at 9:00 a.m. — Opening
of the Official Canvass,
review of provisional
ballots, and rescheduled
monthly board meeting.

November 29, 2022 at
9:00 a.m. — Certification
of the November 2022
General Election.

The meetings will be
held at the Board Office,
76 S. Riverside Dr., Bata-
via, 45103.

istry Process and the VA
health care evaluation,
all this paperwork does
not replace the VBA dis-
ability claim process, and
the veteran now has to
start all over again.

My Opinion: There
is an old, ancient say-
ing that, “Three times
is a Charm.” This say-
ing relates that things
in “three” are usually
mean “good luck”. In this
particular case, two (2)
NASEM Reports and
one (1) VA OIG Report
means that after eight
(8) years the 2014 Open

Burn Pit Registry will
finally be revised.

The Registry’s 2012
goal, according to the
VA, was to “provide
information to enhance
health care access and
quality for veterans
with respiratory issues.”
However, when it was
“rolled out” by the VA in
2014, it became a “cum-
bersome” task (without
specific guidance) for
veterans.

The VA OIG’s Report
on the Registry conclud-
ed it was NOT “veteran-
centric.” Briefly, the

term “veteran-centric”
means “responding
quickly to the emerg-
ing needs of veterans.”
I totally agree with the
OIG’s Report!

Hopefully, the VA will
agree with VA Press Sec-
retary Hayes’s opinion;
put a hold on the Regis-
try’s process; and fix the
Process to be “Veteran-
centric!”

This is what Congress
intended in 2012, but
not what the VA deliv-
ered.

Recommendation—
actively involve the

Veterans Service Orga-
nizations, like the Dis-
abled American Veterans
(DAV), into the Registry
Redesigning Process
and listen to them. They
know a lot about being
“veteran-centric!”

BioSketch: John Pla-
hovinsak is a 32-vear
retired Army veteran,
who served from 1967 to
1999. He is the current
Disabled American Vet-
erans (DAV) Department
of Ohio Hospital Chair-
man and can be con-
tacted at: plahovinsak@
msn.com.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

7.4%
6.9%
5.9%
4.8%
7.0%
6.7%
6.5%
4.5%
1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).
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Leadership Selected for Batavia-Great Oaks Business Program

Submitted by Great Oaks
Career Campuses.

Officers for the Batavia
High School chapter of
Business Professionals of
America (BPA) have been
selected for the 2022-
2023 school year. They
include: Avery Hauck
— President, Lucas Filla
— Vice President, Julia
Wolfe — Secretary, Bran-
don Royse — Treasurer, Cy
Gibson — Historian, and
Linnea Winkler — Parlia-
mentarian. In addition,
Alex Collier is the sopho-

Their goal is to update
business leaders, commu-
nity members, and school
administration about cur-
rent data, explain planned
activities, and seek input
from the council about
the business classes and
program.

The team is also orga-
nizing the school’s Seat
Belts Save Lives cam-
paign and arranging sev-
eral other community ser-
vice events. For the past
several years, this group
has been recognized with
various national com-

has committed to being
actively involved in our
community. This year, we
will work to surpass previ-
ous achievements in order
to leave a positive impact
on the district. The bar
has been set, but we have
the opportunity to raise
this bar even higher,” said
chapter president Avery
Hauck.

Another top priority
is planning fundraisers
to finance the chapter’s

workplace skills competi-
tive events. The chapter
will need approximately
$20,000 to compete at
the regional, state and
national levels. This year,
over 92 students will
compete in over 40 events
including small business
management, global mar-
keting, human resource
management, business
law, and personal finance.
Batavia BPA chapter
advisor Angie Kovacs

said, “Raising the amount
of money need for a large
chapter can be over-
whelming but the end
result is worth it. There
is a ripple effect when
students are able to par-
ticipate in competitions
at the regional, state, and
national level. They devel-
op technical skills, soft
skills, and sense of com-
mitment through BPA;
which positively impacts
the local workforce and

community. They start
making a significant
impact before they leave
high school.”

Business Professionals
of America is the leading
student organization for
members pursuing careers
in business, information
technology and other
related careers. Batavia
BPA members are in the
Great Oaks Business Man-
agement satellite program
at Batavia High School.
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GUN SHOW

Rifles, Shot Guns & Related Items \
MAUMEE VALLEY GUN COLLECTORS \

Saturday November 12: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday November 13: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Members enter at 8:00am g

Wood County Fairgrounds Pratt Pavilion g A

13800 W Poe Rd, Bowling Green g
Parking FREE / $5 Admission

Free appraisals of your collectibles

Forlinforcall 419-441-21:34}or visitwww:MVGCA‘com

DISCOVER

BEASKE 800-624-7718
2023 ALASKA’s BEST VALUE
14 & 15 Day Fully-Customized

RIGHTS ano 7
RESP
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Pictured, from back left, is Avery Hauck, Lucas Filla, Brandon Royse, and Cy Gibson. Pictured, from front left, is Linnea Winkler, Alex
Collier and Julia Wolfe. Photo courtesy Great Oaks Career Campuses.
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home standby
generator
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AMERICAN HISTORY
Greater Parkersburg is one of West Virginia's most historic

cities. Visit Henderson Hall, a time capsule of the Victorian
Era, and many other heritage sites and museums.
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FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
Promo Code: 285

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

Q K bRes IOPM SR (19877-270°8386

Mon-Thurs; 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-297-0137

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

VISIT GREATER

BPARKERSBURG

Learn more at GreaterParkersburg.com

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligat
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Special Financing Available

Subject to Credit Approval NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO

INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”’) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list
of terms and conditions.
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In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

Residential Service: 7.4%

Residential Low Income: 6.9%

General Service — Small: 5.9%

General Service — Large: 4.8%

Residential Firm Transportation: 7.0%

BOGO 40% OFF Res Firm Trans Low Income: 6.7%
Firm Transportation — Small: 6.5%

Firm Transportation — Large: 4.5%

E N Ds 1 1 / 30 Interruptible Transportation: 1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).

by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
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WISCONSIN

Man found guilty of
killing 6 at 2021 parade

By Todd Richmond
Associated Press

MADISON, WIS. — A Wis-
consin man was convicted
Wednesday of killing six peo-
ple and injuring dozens of
others when he drove his
SUV through a Christmas
parade last year, ending a
trial in which he defended
himself erratically and some-
times confrontationally.

It took the jury a little
over three hours to find
Darrell Brooks guilty of all
76 charges, including six
counts of first-degree inten-
tional homicide.

He faces a mandatory life
sentence on each homicide
count.

Brooks, wearing a suit and
tie, quietly leaned his bowed
head on folded hands as
the verdicts were read. His
demeanor was a stark depar-

ture from previous days of
the trial, when his some-
times-outrageous behav-
ior drew rebukes from the
judge.

Brooks drove his Ford
Escape into the Christmas
parade in Waukesha in sub-
urban Milwaukee on Nov.
21 moments after fleeing a
domestic disturbance with
his ex-girlfriend, prosecu-
tors said.

Six people were killed,
including 8-year-old Jackson
Sparks, who was marching in
the parade with his baseball
team, and three members
of the Dancing Grannies, a
group of grandmothers that
dances in parades. Dozens
of other people were hurt,
some severely.

The incident deeply
scarred the community of
70,000 people about 16
miles west of Milwaukee.

The anger was still evident
Wednesday; someone in the
gallery yelled “burn in hell”
as the verdicts were read.

Brooks pleaded not guilty
by reason of mental disease
this year but withdrew the
plea before his trial began
with no explanation. Days
before the trial started, he
dismissed his public defend-
ers, electing to represent
himself.

District Attorney Susan
Opper called to the stand
police officers and parade-
goers who testified they saw
Brooks behind the wheel of
the SUV.

Brooks struggled to mount
a defense, launching into
meandering cross-examina-
tions, refusing to recognize
his own name or the court’s
jurisdiction over him and
muttering under his breath
that the trial wasn’t fair.

CONTINUING COVERAGE

Fishermen charged with cheating
in tournament plead not guilty

By Cory Shaffer
Advance Ohio Media

CLEVELAND — Two ama-
teur fishermen pleaded not
guilty Wednesday to charges
accusing them of cheating
at a walleye tournament in
Cleveland last month.

Jacob Runyan and Chase
Cominsky did not speak
during their brief court
appearances in Cuyahoga
County Common Pleas
Court.

Judge Mark Majer gave
each man a $2,500 personal
bond, meaning they will
not have to put down any

money to be released after
their booking. Their case
was assigned to Judge Ste-
ven Gall.

Runyan’s attorneys, Ron-
ald Frey and Gregory Gen-
tile, declined to comment
toreporters after the hear-
ing. The attorneys refused
to provide their names to
reporters after the hearing.

Cominsky’s attorney, Mel-
anie Womer, also declined
to comment. Assistant
Cuyahoga County Pros-
ecutor James Gutierrez
referred questions to his
office’s spokeswoman.

Both men are charged

with fifth-degree fel-
ony charges of cheating,
attempted grand theft and
possessing criminal tools.
The pair are also charged
with unlawful ownership of
wild animals, a fourth-de-
gree misdemeanor.

The charges stem from
the Lake Erie Walleye Trail
Championship on Sept. 30,
where the event’s director
discovered lead weights
and walleye fillets stuffed
into the bellies of the duo’s
fish during the weigh-in at
Cleveland’s Gordon Park.

Cellphone video of the
incident went viral.

IRAN

Gunmen Kkill 15 at major
Shiite holy site in Iran

Associated Press

DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIR-
ATES — Gunmen opened
fire Wednesday at a major
Shiite holy site in the south-
ern city of Shiraz, killing at
least 15 people and wound-
ing dozens, according to
state-run media.

The official website of the
judiciary says two gunmen
were arrested and a third is
on the run after the attack on
the Shah Cheragh mosque.
The state-run IRNA news
agency reported the death
toll and state TV said 40 peo-
ple were wounded.

The attack, which bore the
hallmarks of Sunni extrem-
ists who have targeted the
country’s Shiite majority in
the past, comes as Iran has
been convulsed by over a
month of anti-government
demonstrations, the big-
gest challenge to the Islamic
Republic in over a decade.

Thousands of protesters
poured into the streets of a
northwestern city to mark
40 days since the death
in custody of 22-year-old
Mahsa Amini, whose trag-
edy sparked the protests.

Deaths are commemo-
rated in Shiite Islam — as
in many other traditions —
again 40 days later, typically
with an outpouring of grief.
In Amini’s Kurdish home-
town of Sagez, the birthplace
of the nationwide unrest
now roiling Iran, crowds
thronged her grave.

“Death to the dictator!”
protesters cried, according
to video footage that corre-
sponds with known features
of the city and Aichi Cem-
etery. Women ripped off
their headscarves, or hijabs,
and waved them above their
heads. Other videos showed
amassive procession making
its way along a highway and
through a dusty field toward
Amini’s grave. There were

Inthis photo taken by a person not employed by the AP
and obtained by the AP outside Iran, Iranians protest the
Sept. 16 death of Mahsa Amini. MIDDLE EAST IMAGES / AP

reports of road closures in
the area.

State-linked media
reported 10,000 protest-
ers in the procession to her
grave.

Hengaw, a Kurdish human
rights group, said secu-
rity forces fired tear gas to
disperse demonstrators.
The semiofficial ISNA news
agency said security forces
fired pellets at crowds of
demonstrators on the out-
skirts of Saqez and pushed
back demonstrators who
tried to attack the governor’s
office. It said local internet
access was cut off due to
“security considerations.”

Earlier in the day, Kurdis-
tan Gov. Esmail Zarei Koo-
sha insisted that traffic was
flowing as normal, calling
the situation “completely
stable.”

State-run media
announced that schools
and universities in Iran’s
northwestern region would
close, purportedly to curb
the spread of influenza.

In downtown Tehran,
the capital, major sections
of the traditional grand
bazaar closed in solidarity
with the protests. Crowds
clapped and shouted “Free-

dom! Freedom! Freedom!”
through the labyrinthine
marketplace.

“This year is a year of
blood!” they also chanted.
“(Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei) will be
toppled!”

Riot police on motorbikes
were out in force. A large
group of men and women
marched through the streets,
setting trash cans ablaze and
shouting “Death to the dic-
tator!” as cars honked their
support. Police unleashed
anti-riot bullets at protesters
in the streets and sprayed
pellets at journalists film-
ing from windows and roof-
tops. Amini, detained for
allegedly violating the coun-
try’s strict dress code for
women, remains the potent
symbol of protests that have
posed one of the most seri-
ous challenges to the Islamic
Republic.

With the slogan #Woman-
LifeFreedom, the demon-
strations first focused on
women’s rights and the
state-mandated hijab, or
headscarf for women. But
they quickly evolved into
calls to oust the Shiite cler-
ics that have ruled Iran since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Exemptions

continued from Al

Patty Free, immuniza-
tions supervisor for the Clark
County Combined Health
District, said during the pan-
demic the need to quaran-
tine and isolate led to pro-
viders seeing more patients
by telehealth and reducing
in-person visits when not
necessary, which led to a
drop in immunization levels.

“Ibelieve we are beginning
torecover some of the immu-
nizations that may have been
missed in the past two years,”
Free said. “I do believe more
parents are aware that they
can sign a waiver exempting
their child/children from
immunizations, and with-
out the education of why
vaccines are important, may
feel it is easier to choose to
waive vaccines rather than
to take the time to get them.”

Ohio does not require par-
ents or guardians to undergo
education on the benefits of
immunizations if they choose
to opt their children out of
getting vaccinated. The state
of Colorado enacted legisla-
tion in 2020 requiring a per-
son who wants to claim a
nonmedical exemption for
an immunization to submit
either a certificate of com-

pletion of an online educa-
tion module or a certificate
of nonmedical exemption.

More people choosing to
not vaccinate their families
increases the chance that
vaccine-preventable diseases
return to the community,
Free said.

“When vaccines are used
and when ... high percent-
ages of the population are
immunized (herd immunity),
vaccine-preventable diseases
no longer circulate and cause
negative effects like paralysis
from polio, swelling of the
brain from measles, pneu-
monia from pertussis, los-
ing a limb from meningococ-
cal disease, and even death
from any of the vaccine-pre-
ventable diseases,” Free said.
“While it is rare, it is still pos-
sible. Without herd immu-
nity, those that are not med-
ically able to be vaccinated
become more vulnerable.”

Vaccine hesitancy has
brought back diseases once
thought to be eradicated.
Paton said measles was
believed to have been elimi-
nated in the early 2000s, but
now there are cases of the
measles each year.

“We need to be transpar-
ent with our information,”
Paton said, recommend-
ing better communication,
which was lacking at times
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Anything made of gold or silver
- Even broken or damaged jewelry -
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Rings ¢ Earrings ¢ Bracelets ¢ Chains ¢ Coins, etc.
Gold prices skyrocketed to
over $1,700 per ounce on 10/7/22

RECEIVE 20% EXTRA s

INTERNATIONAL
DIAMOND JEWELERS

SOUTH
5949 Far Hills Ave. (Rt. 48)
937-434-2562

NORTH
6743 Miller Lane
937-454-5900

OPEN 11 -7
TUES - FRI
SAT 11-6

during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, she said.

“We also weren’t speak-
ing in one voice,” Paton said
about messaging during the

pandemic, with health offi-
cials at local, state and fed-
eral levels giving differing
information at times. Having
everyone on the same page

limits confusion, she said.
“It’s so important that we
all get vaccinated,” Paton
said. “I don’t want children
and families to suffer from

preventable diseases.”

Contact thisreporter at 937-
503-5305 or email samantha.
wildow@coxinc.com.
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Residential Low Income:
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General Service — Large:
Residential Firm Transportation:
Res Firm Trans Low Income:
Firm Transportation — Small:
Firm Transportation — Large:
Interruptible Transportation:

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

7.4%
6.9%
5.9%
4.8%
7.0%
6.7%
6.5%
4.5%
1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).
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A Colorado jury on Mon-
day convicted an Idaho man
of murder and kidnapping in
the 1984 disappearance and
death of a 12-year-old girl
who was killed days before
Christmas, a case that went
unsolved for decades and
haunted the tightknit Col-
orado community of Gree-
ley, where she lived.

Hours after the man,
Steven Pankey, 71, a for-
mer Greeley resident who
made a long-shot bid for the

JONELLE MATTHEWS

Republican nomination for
governor of Idaho in 2018,
was found guilty of first-de-

COLORADO

Man convicted in 1984 murder of 12-year-old girl

gree murder and second-de-
gree kidnapping, Judge Tim-
othy Kerns of District Court
sentenced Pankey to life in
prison with the possibility
of parole after 20 years, the
Greeley Tribune reported.

It was the second time that
Pankey had been tried in
connection with the killing
of Jonelle Matthews; the first
ended in a mistrial last year
after a jury did not reach an
agreement on most counts
for Pankey, Denver7 News,
a TV station, reported.

On Monday afternoon,
after hearing the verdict,

Jonelle’s parents, Jim and
Gloria Matthews, told report-
ers that they were grateful
for the jury’s decision.

“I just want to cry,” Glo-
ria Matthews said, holding
a framed photograph of her
smiling daughter. She added:
“God is the only one who
can forgive evil, and I feel
that this is evil.”

Jim Matthews said that
he felt “closure, finality for
our family.”

Pankey maintained his
innocence. “I am a Chris-
tian,” he said in court Mon-
day, according to 9News, a

Denver TV station. “I will be
in heaven.Iam innocent. And
this is not justice for Jonelle.”
The verdict ended a nearly
40-year mystery in Greeley,
where Jonelle’s disappear-
ance and death had hung over
the city, which is about 50
miles north of Denver and
hasroughly 110,000 residents.
The case had also garnered
national attention after Pres-
ident Ronald Reagan men-
tioned her disappearance in
remarks to reporters in 1985,
imploring them to amplify
stories of missing children.
In 2019, Jonelle’s remains

were found in a field south-
east of Greeley. Detectives
determined that she had died
from a single bullet wound
in the upper-left portion of
her skull. The local Police
Department said in a state-
ment in 2020, when Pankey
was first indicted on first-de-
gree murder and kidnapping
charges, that “generations of
Greeley police officers have
never forgotten Jonelle.” For
decades, the Police Depart-
ment said, officers lived “in
torment over the possibilities
of what may have occurred
that grim evening.”

Trump

continued from Al

“If the goal were to reach
undecided voters, Trump
would be the wrong mes-
senger. He is too polarizing
to reach truly undecided
voters.”

Trump scheduled a Mon-
day 8 p.m. rally at Wright
Brothers Aero Inc., at 3700
McCauley Drive at the Day-
ton International Airport,
announcing he would cam-
paign for candidates he sup-
ports, including Vance. Doors
open at 3 p.m. and tickets
are available at Trump’s Save
America website.

Ryan also will rally in Day-
ton, holding his Workers First
rally tonight at the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers Local 82, 6550
Poe Ave., Vandalia. Doors
open at 6 for the 6:45 rally.
It is open to the public and
tickets are not required.

“There is some evidence
from political science
research that campaign vis-
its can mobilize voters on the
other side just as much as, if
not more than, the party orga-
nizing the event,” said Chris-
topher Devine, an assistant
professor of political science
at the University of Dayton
who has written a book about
presidential campaign visits.

“For example, one study
shows that Trump’s visits in
2016 increased local dona-
tions to his campaign, but
also increased donations to
Hillary Clinton’s campaign,”
Devine said. “It’s possible,
in this case, that Trump’s
visits could galvanize Tim
Ryan’s supporters or alien-
ate undecided voters, espe-
cially if Trump goes off-mes-
sage or creates controversy,
as he’s known to do.”

Smith called Trump’s visit
“a double-edged sword.”

“It may help Vance gen-
erate enthusiasm among
Republican supporters,
but it may also do the
same among Democrats.
Perhaps most critically, it
may also remind the squea-
mish Republican voters, the
ones who supported (state
Sen.) Matt Dolan in the GOP
primary, of why they sup-
ported Dolan,” Smith said.
“While the current Republi-
can Party is clearly Trump’s
party, there are at least some
Republicans not that thrilled
about it.”

Smith said Democratic
Party candidates benefit if
people perceive the mid-
term elections as being about
Trump.

“That means the election
is less about (President Joe)
Biden and the economy, and
more about Trump’s role in

current American politics,”
Smith said. “Iam sure the Ryan
campaign is secretly happy
about his presence. It shows
that Vance is concerned, and
it helps remove the spotlight
from more complicated issues
for Democrats.”

With less than a week
to go before Election Day,
increasingly smaller numbers
of voters are undecided in
the race, which public polls
consistently show is tight.
Devine said the people who
attend campaign rallies tend
tobe those who already have
decided on the candidate,
but there is a small chance
that afterward they could
then persuade acquaintances
to support the candidate.

With little time left to
change minds about a can-
didate the key with these late
rallies is to make sure people
take time to vote, said Lee
Hannah Jr., associate pro-
fessor of political science
at Wright State University.

“My guess is that Vance is
doing pretty well with turn-
ing out the base, (with) much
less crossover appeal than
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, but
that there are some voters
who question his authen-
ticity when it comes to his
support of Trump,” Hannah
said. “This rally is an effort
to shore up that support.”

Trump’s rallies in Ohio and
elsewhere test his influence
with voters and are designed
to make him appear power-
ful, said Daniel R. Birdsong,
senior lecturer in political
science at the University of
Dayton.

“If they have the event and
Vance wins, it gives Trump
the appearance that he
helped,” Birdsong said. “If
Vance loses, then the story
will be how Trump hurt him,
or that Vance’s past anti-
Trump comments hurt him,
or that voters didn’t really
trust Vance.”

Montgomery County is
close to Vance’s Middle-
town hometown, which he
depicted in his book “Hill-
billy Elegy.” It is a good media
market for candidates and
competitive for Republicans
after Trump took 48% of the
countywide vote in 2020,
Smith said.

“So there may be an effort
toincrease Vance’s vote totals
in the county as well. If this is
a close election, those votes
could matter,” Smith said.
“In a state that is trending
red, that Trump won hand-
ily in 2020, the assumption
seems to be that Trump’s
presence can help replicate
that result for Vance. Given
the political climate in the
nation, this is probably a rea-
sonable assumption.”

A campaign visit by a for-
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mer or current president
always garners plenty of
media attention but Ryan
has not campaigned with
Biden, who has struggled
nationally in public opin-
ion polls.

“Respondents give Joe
Biden low marks for his job
approval (36%) and his han-
dling of the economy (33%).
Donald Trump continues to
have strong support in the
Buckeye state (55% favorabil-
ity),” according to a mid-Oc-
tober poll of likely voters in
Ohio by the Institute for Civ-
ics and Public Policy at Ohio
Northern University.

Ryan has distanced himself
from some of Biden’s policies
and from the national party
and said he supported some
of Trump’s trade policies.

“He’s talked a lot about his
efforts to unseat Nancy Pelosi
from the (House) speaker-
ship and he said he doesn’t
think Biden should run in
2024,” Hannah said.

It isn’t unusual for presi-
dents to stay away from some
races, he said, listing Presi-
dent George Bush in 2006,
President Barack Obama in
2010 and 2014 and Trump
in 2018.

“Some candidates can
use the juice from a major
national leader appearing for
them,” Hannah said. “But
given that Ohio is a red-lean-
ing state in a good environ-
ment for the GOP, Ryan is
better served to associate
himself with other leaders,
like hosting campaign stops
with U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin,
D-wv.”

The local experts say the
Ryan-Vance race to replace
retiring U.S. Sen. Rob Port-
man, R-OH, is one of the most
consequential in the coun-
try, and one that is surpris-
ingly tight given Republican
dominance in Ohio.

“It really does feel like this
race is too close to call. It’s
worth noting that statewide
polls going back to 2016 have
underestimated Republican

support. And we won’t know
until Election Day whether
or not they have corrected,”
Hannabh said.

“Clearly, a Ryan win would
be a significant get for the
Democrats and would close
off a lot of pathways for the
Republicans to retake the
Senate. And by keeping it
close, Ryan has forced the
national Republican Party
to spend over $30 million
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to shore up this seat,” Han-
nah said.

“So, even if Ryan loses,
he might serve an import-
ant role by forcing the GOP
to siphon resources towards
Ohio, money they might have
thought they would spend on
Pennsylvania and Georgia.”

Follow @LynnHulseyDDN
on Twitter and Facebook,
contact herat 937-610-7417
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

7.4%
6.9%
5.9%
4.8%
7.0%
6.7%
6.5%
4.5%

1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).
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Mt. Orab Christmas
Parade is Nov. 26

By Wade Linville

The Village of Mt.
Orab Christmas Parade is
scheduled to take place at
6 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
26 with a rain date of
Nov. 27.

The parade lineup will
start at 4 p.m. at Western
Brown High School.

Parade float registra-
tions have already begun.
Registration forms can be
found by visiting the web-
site: https://mtoraboh.us/
index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id
=76&Itemid=680.

Or you can pick up
a registration form at
the Mt. Orab Municipal
Building located at 211
South High Street.

Completed registration
forms need to be turned
in by Nov. 18. You can
mail the forms to the Mt.
Orab Municipal Build-
ing at PO BOX 466, Mt.

A photo fro
Photo by Wade Linville

Orab, OH 45154, or drop
them off in person at 211
South High Street.

Santa will appear at
the end of the parade and
only one Santa is allowed,
so be sure Santa does not
appear within your float
or element.

m the 2021 Village of Mt. Orab Christmas Parade.

This is an evening
parade, so all participants
are encouraged to light
up their entries.

For more information
about parade registration,
contact Missy Schneider
at (937) 444-2281 ext.
208.

The Grinch
saves Christmas

continued from page 1

true. At the beginning of
the movie, the Grinch is
indeed the antagonist;
however, over the course
of the movie he changes
and embraces the Christ-
mas spirit. The Grinch is
a very human character,
learning and becoming
inspired by those around
him to improve his bleak
perspective.

“The kids are flabber-
gasted over the Grinch.
They say, ‘you're the
good Grinch with the big
heart!”” Lucas smiled.

Not only do the kids
get enjoyment out of
Lucas’s spirit of the char-
acter and season, but
adults do too. Further-
more, the enthusiasm
the ringers bring when
working for the char-
ity event brightens the
public’s days. Donations

Baker retires after 36 years at Villa Georgetown

continued from page 1

Staff members gathered
in the dining hall of Villa
Georgetown on Oct. 28
for Baker’s retirement
party, some wearing
T-shirts bearing a photo
of Baker and the words “I
wanna be like Mike.”
Baker said helping out
residents and working
with the staff members
are what he’s enjoyed

most about his time at
Villa Georgetown, a place
that has been his home
away from home for
nearly four decades.

“I've enjoyed working
with the residents and
the good staff, taking care
of the residents to make
sure their needs are met,”
said Baker.

“They’ve treated me
well,” Baker said of the
Villa staff. “I've been here

more than half of my life,
so it’s kind of like home.”

Baker doesn’t plan to
spend much time relax-
ing in his days following
retirement. Instead, he
plans to rehab a house
and do some side jobs.
But he has planned a trip
to South Dakota to go
pheasant hunting this
month, a chance to enjoy
his retirement.

Stout said Baker has

been so much more than
just a maintenance super-
visor during his time at
Villa Georgetown.

“The stuff he does for
his community and the
things behind the scenes,
it’s just amazing,” Stout
said of Baker.

Taking over the posi-
tion as the new Villa
Georgetown maintenance
supervisor is Brian
Griffis.

November 8 General Election info

continued from page 1

Higginsport is running a
five mills, five year levy
for operating expenses.

The Village of Rus-
sellville is running a 3.5
mills, five year renewal
levy for providing police
protection.

Clark Township has
a two mills, five year
renewal levy on the ballot
for fire and EMS services.

Huntington Township
is running a 1.5 mills, five
year renewal levy for fire
and EMS services.

Byrd Township is run-
ning a 1.9 mills, continu-
ing replacement levy for
fire and EMS.

Lewis Township has a
two mills, five year levy
on the Nov. 8 ballot for
fire and EMS.

Union Township is run-
ning a one mill, continu-
ing levy for fire and EMS.

Georgetown’s east dis-
trict will vote on a local
option for the Sunday
sale of wine and mixed
beverages and spirituous
liquor, Wade Highlander,
Parker’s Pizzeria, 124 N.
Main Street and Patio,
Georgetown, OH.

Mt. Orab’s south dis-
trict voters will see an
issue on the ballot for the
sale of beer, wine, and
spirituous liquor, on/off
premises sales for MTO
Bar and Grill, dba Lake
Manor, 13143, US 68
Bethel, OH 45106.

Candidate races include
the race for United States
Senator with the full term
commencing January 3,
2023 between Democrat
candidate Tim Ryan and
Republican candidate JD
Vance.

The race for Rep-
resentative of Ohio’s
Second Congressional
District includes incum-
bent Republican Brad
Wenstrup and Democrat
candidate Samantha
Meadows.

Another popular race
on the Nov. 8 ballot is
the race for Ohio Gover-
nor between Republican
incumbent Mike DeWine
and Jon Husted versus
Democrat Nan Whaley

and Cheryl L. Stephens.

The race for Ohio
Attorney General
includes Republican Dave
Yost running against
Democrat Jeffrey A.
Crossman.

In the race of Auditor
of State, Democrat Taylor
Sappington is going up
against Republican Keith
Faber.

Democrat Chelsea
Clark is facing Republican
Frank LaRose in the race
for Secretary of State,
while Republican Rob-
ert Sprague is running
against Democrat Scott
Schertzer for Treasurer
of State.

Republican Adam Bird
is running against Demo-
crat Richard J. Perry for
the seat of Ohio’s State
Representative of the
63rd District, while Dem-
ocrat Andrew Dodson is
up against Republican
Brian Baldridge in the
race for Ohio’s State Rep-
resentative of the 90th
District.

Republican Sharon
L. Kennedy is running
against Democrat Jen-
nifer Brunner for Chief
Justice of the Supreme
Court, while Republican
Pat Fischer is up against
Democrat candidate Terri
Jamison in the race for
Justice of the Supreme
Court with the full term
commencing January 1,
2023.

Running for the seat
on the Justice of the
Supreme Court with the
term commencing Janu-
ary 2, 2023 are Demo-
crat Marilyn Zayas and
Republican Pat DeWine.

Looking at the local
races in Brown County,
Republican incumbent
Tony Applegate is run-
ning unopposed as Brown
County Commissioner,
Republican Jill Hall is
running unopposed to
maintain her seat as
Brown County Auditor,
and Republican Mariah
Votel is running unop-
posed to maintain her
seat as Brown County
Recorder.

There are a couple
more issues on the Nov. 8

ballot, the Proposed Con-
stitutional Amendment to
require courts to consider
factors like public safety
when setting bail (Issue
1) and the Proposed Con-
stitutional Amendment to
prohibit local government
from allowing non-elec-
tors to vote (Issue 2).

Early in-person voting

hours for the Nov. 8
General Election are as
follows:

November 1-4: 8:00 a.m. -
7:00 p.m.

November 5: 8:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m.

November 6: 1:00 p.m. -
5:00 p.m.

November 7: 8:00 a.m. -
2:00 p.m.

begin every Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday
the day after Thanksgiv-
ing up until the 24th of
December.

Last year, the sheriff
helped collect $500 over
the course of four hours.
Schools have also got-
ten involved with the
charity event. Schools in
Georgetown and Eastern
Brown High School’s 4-H
Club each gave full days.

“It’s a learning lesson
about what life is about.
It’s a community effort
in the county. It’s part of
our life, our soul,” Lucas
commented.

Volunteers generously
donate their time to aid
in such an important
cause for those around.
Many of those who are
currently scheduled
to volunteer are from
other counties. All are
encouraged to extend
their hand to help collect
donations for charity,
even if just for a couple

hours or a full day. It is
a grand opportunity for
families, friends, and

all in the community to
dedicate time to helping
those around them. Any-
one interested in volun-
teering can call Lucas at
740-262-4901.

Beyond the sole aspect
of raising money, there
are other ways that the
event helps others. Wit-
nessing the participation
of the volunteers is inspi-
rational in it of itself,
inspiring others to help
one another. Friendly
smiles and greetings
resonate warmth during
the coldest times of the
year. Such genuine joy is
infectious, overturning
the gloomiest of days.
There is the potential to
meet new friends and
learn from the people
met.

“What is the most
important thing we can
do? Be visible.” Lucas
affirmed.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

7.4%
6.9%
5.9%
4.8%
7.0%
6.7%
6.5%
4.5%
1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).
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Thomas Lyon Hamer to be inducted into
Brown County Historical Hall of Fame

Submitted news

Thomas Lyon Hamer
was born in July of 1800
in Northumberland Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. In 1817
the Hamer family moved
to the new state of Ohio.
They purchased land near
Oxford in Butler County.
Thomas, no longer want-
ing to take resources from
his struggling family, left
the family at Nine-Mile
Creek, Clermont County.

He was 17 years old
with no career skills
except a fair public
school education, and
six cents in the pocket of
the clothes he wore on
his back. A stranger in
a strange land without
friends or acquaintances,
he began his new career.

He was hired as a
teacher of a one-room
school. He earned $2 per
student for the school
term of sixteen weeks. He
borrowed an old worm-
eaten law book from a
local magistrate and read
it cover to cover in his
spare time. He took a
room in the house of the
highly respected attor-
ney, Thomas Morris, in
Bethel. In the spring of
1821 Thomas Hamer was
admitted to the bar.

The young Hamer
moved on, starting a law
office in the village of
Georgetown in the fall of
1821. His practice was
slow at first, but Hamer
did not waste his spare
time. He read extensively,
he accepted the office
of Justice of the Peace
for Pleasant Township,
and became the editor of
the Benefactor, the local
newspaper.

Hamer was barely five
feet tall with fiery red
hair that he wore in a
‘Lion’s Mane’ style like
his hero, Andrew Jack-
son. He was intelligent
and talented, his manners
were attractive, his con-
versation fascinating, and

his personality magnetic.

His writing in the
newspapers gave him his
first taste of political life
and he liked it. In 1824
his newspaper endorsed
Andrew Jackson for Presi-
dent, and Hamer was
elected to the Ohio House
of Representatives.

Thomas’ practice in
Georgetown had become
very lucrative. Thomas
found his true place on
the floor of the Ohio
House. His speeches were
electric. By 1829 Thomas
was Speaker of the Ohio
House of Representatives.

In 1832 Thomas was
elected to Congress, beat-
ing his old friend, Thom-
as Morris. Morris would
be elected to the Senate
two months later and
become one of the most
respected proponents of
abolition in the U.S. Sen-
ate and the nation.

In 1839 Bart Bailey, the
son of Dr. George Bailey,
a neighbor and friend
of Ulysses Grant, failed
at West Point and an
appointment to the Acad-
emy opened. The young
Grant heard of his friend
Bart’s failure while at the
Bailey house borrowing
a quart of milk. When
Ulysses went home, he
told his mother the news
which she, in turn, related
to her husband. Jesse
Grant was a practical and
frugal man. He saw a way
to have his son receive a
quality education and a
career for free.

To get this education
Ulysses had to receive
the appointment from
Representative Hamer
but there was a problem.
Jesse Grant and Thomas
Hamer had been friends
even though their politics
were exactly opposite.
But in a public debate
at the ‘Lycem’, a local
debating club, the two
had taken the opposite
opinions as usual, but
this time the debate had

become very heated, near-
ly to blows and the two
were no longer speaking.
Jesse spoke to friend and
Senator Morris about the
appointment and Morris
in turn asked Hamer.

Hamer knew the Grant
boy was smart and hard-
working, so he agreed to
appoint him to the ‘Point
on his last day in office,
but he was unsure of
the boy’s legal name. He
made the appointment in
the name “Ulysses Simp-
son Grant” instead of
what it should have been,
“Hiram Ulysses Grant”.
Young Ulysses preferred
the new name to his
given name and used it
ever after.

Hamer would serve
in Congress until 1838
when he would return to
private life. His wife had
died, and he had a young
daughter. He returned
to his practice and con-
tinued to write articles
for the local papers.
President Polk offered
him the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs in 1845
but Hamer refused it, not
wanting to return to pub-
lic life at that time.

The following year,
1846, Thomas decided
he was ready to go back
to Congress. He began to
make speeches through-
out Brown, Adams, and
Highland Counties.
Almost simultaneously
the Mexican War broke
out and Hamer was told
by his political backers
that if he would raise a
Regiment, go to Mexico,
and become a hero that
they would make him
President.

To the ambitious
Thomas Hamer this was
a new goal. He combined
his re-election speeches
with recruitment speech-
es, and within a few
months a new Regiment,
the 1st Ohio Regiment
of Volunteers, was in
training. Hamer volun-

b

teered as a private and
rose quickly through the
ranks, and soon he was
commissioned Brigadier
General.

In October of 1846
Hamer was elected to
Congress again but he
would never take that
seat. The Ohio volunteers
moved to Mexico. Hamer
was now in command
of a Brigade containing
the 1st Ohio and the 1st
Kentucky just outside
Monterey, Mexico.

Hamer had no military
experience at all. Lieuten-
ant Ulysses S. Grant took
Hamer under his wing
and taught Hamer the
finer points of tactics and
how to be an effective
officer. Hamer learned
his lessons well. Hamer
became a confident and
capable commander.

In October of 1846
the American army was
placed on three sides
of the fortified city of
Monterey. The two main
forces were made up of
regulars

and commanded by
West Pointers. These
forces were poised to
attach the main gates to
the city. Hamer’s brigade
of volunteers was to stay
with the artillery. If they
were to be used at all it
was to be as a demonstra-
tion to draw defenders
away from the assaults at
the gates by the regulars.

General Scott’s regulars
could make no inroads at
either gate, so he called
on Hamer for a demon-
stration. Hamer led his
troops forward. They met
tremendous cannon and
musket fire. Most of the
volunteers had never been
in battle but they con-
tinued to move forward
through the hail of fire.
Soon it looked like it was
safer to go over the walls
than it was to go back to
the artillery, so over the
wall they went. Hamer’s
volunteers turned the tide

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

Residential Service: 7.4%
Residential Low Income: 6.9%
General Service — Small: 5.9%
General Service — Large: 4.8%
Residential Firm Transportation: 7.0%
Res Firm Trans Low Income: 6.7%
Firm Transportation — Small: 6.5%
Firm Transportation — Large: 4.5%
Interruptible Transportation: 1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).

Thomas Lyon Hamer

of the Battle of Monterey
and Hamer was a national
hero.

Thomas Hamer was
close to realizing his
dream of becoming Presi-
dent. He was poised to
make his great political
move, but he fell ill on
November 30th. During
the night of December 2,
1846, he died of what was
probably Yellow Fever.
Hamer was buried with
full military honors in
Mexico.

When the news of his
death reached Brown
County the residents and
his wife petitioned the
government to return
Hamer’s body to his
home. The government
was easily convinced, and
Hamer was exhumed.
Since the medical profes-
sion could not at that
time explain Hamer’s
death or whether the
disease was contagious,
an unusual precaution
was taken. They decided
to send him home sealed
in a casket filled with
alcohol.

When the funeral party
reached Higginsport by
steamboat on February

17, 1847, ten thousand
people met the boat.

He had been the Con-
gressman for Clermont,
Brown, and Highland
Counties and people from
those counties and oth-
ers came to be part of
the “Hero of Monterey’s”
funeral. All of the local
militia units took part in
the procession.

A Masonic ceremony
was performed at the
grave side in the ‘Old
Baptist Cemetery’
beside the main gate to
the Brown County Fair-
grounds. General Thomas
L. Hamer was laid to rest
with tremendous pomp
and circumstance. The
crowd did not disperse
until late into the night.

On Saturday October
29, 2022, he will be
inducted into the Brown
County Hall of Fame.
The Brown County His-
torical Society event is at
the Georgetown United
Methodist Church Fel-
lowship Hall at 6 PM.
Refreshments will follow
the inductions. The pub-
lic is welcome. Admission
is free but donations are
welcome.

e

The 30h anual Pregnancy Resource Center Walk for Life was held

at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Mt. Orab on Saturday, Sept. 19.

PRC Walk for Life

continued from page 1

and fathers are invited to
take advantage of PRC
services, as are grandpar-
ents and others who may
have custody of infants
and toddlers.

Although all ser-
vices are provided free
of charge, clients par-
ticipate in parenting and
relationship classes in
order to earn the items
needed. This gives them
the knowledge that
they earned what they
received and also the

opportunity to improve
their parenting skills.
The PRC is located
at 852 Mt. Orab Pike in
Georgetown, Ohio. It is
open on Mondays and
Thursdays from 10:00
AM to 4:00 PM, Tues-
days from 10:00 AM to
8:00 PM and Wednesdays
from 2:00 PM to 6:00
PM. Clients may call for
an appointment (937-
378-6853) during regular
office hours. Walk-ins are
also welcome, but those
with an appointment take
priority.
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Books

continued from B1

machine and choosing a
book to their liking.

Grant money is paying
for the machines and prof-
its from school book fairs
are helping to pay for pur-
chasing books to stock up
the vending devices.

It’s the latest of a series of
new experiments being tried
by the 9,000-student city
school system to encourage
reading and other academic

progress among its enroll-
ment.

Hamilton, like many
school systems locally and
nationwide, continues to
work toward closing stu-
dent proficiency gaps wid-
ened by the disruptions of
learning and on-again, off-
again school schedules since
the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic in March 2020
that largely challenged dis-
tricts in 2021 and lingered
into 2022.

The district is one of the
first in the region to also

experiment with using two
teachers in elementary grade
classrooms to help students
learn reading and other aca-
demic subjects.

The grade-school students
initially didn’t “know what
they were getting into” with
the vending devices that
often tower over most of the
children, said Oakes.

The books are displayed
in glass with their colorful
covers facing outward much
like snack vending machines.

“Then when they step up
to it, they are very excited

to use it and to see it (their
chosen book) fall,” into the
dispenser slot where the stu-
dents can then reach into
and grab their new book.

“And it’s always fun to see
when new people come into
the building or they have lit-
tle siblings because every-
body wants to ‘buy’ the
books as well,” said Oakes.

Nick Graham contributed
to this story.

Contact thisreporter at
513-820-2179 or email
Michael.Clark@coxinc.com.

Council

continued from B1

recommendations to City
Council. Three of those pro-
posed charter amendments
— Issue 7, Issue 8 and Issue
9 — will appear on the Nov.
8 General Election ballot.

Drew said it was “a con-
flict of interest” for Clark
to recommend the charter
changes, then, as a council
member, to approve them.

Clark, a local veterinar-
ian, told Drew she needed to
“stop you and correct you”
because she was just one
of the seven council mem-
bers who passed the ballot
language.

Drew didn’t understand
why Monroe voters must
decide whether to pass Issue
8 that provides for gender
neutral references in the
charter; requires council
proceedings on public media
platforms; and requires the
city to make all financial
activities public.

She said the financial
records are already pub-
lic record and the meet-
ings are livestreamed on
the city’s Facebook page.
Council member Jason Frent-
zel said if Issue 8 passes it
“locks in” those changes to
the charter.

MONROE’S PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS

administrative activities of the City at the
end of each fiscal year, make such other

ISSUE7

Shall the proposed amendment to Section
4.01 and Section 4.06 of the Charter of
the City of Monroe to establish term limits
for Council Members commencing on Jan.
1,2024,toreduce unexcused absences
from four to three consecutive regular
meetings, and to require attendance at
66% of regularly scheduled meetingsina

calendaryear be adopted?

ISSUE 8

reports as Council may require concerning
operations,and make recommendations
to Council concerning the affairs of the
City and facilitate the work of the Council
in developing policy;

M eliminate the Department of
Engineering and Inspection, the
Department of Streets, and Department
of Utilities; and

M create the Department of Public Works
and the Department of Development

Shall the proposed amendments to the

Charter of the City of Monroe to:
M provide for gender neutral references;
M require Council proceedings on public

media platforms;

M include as additional duties of

the City Manager: to encourage and
provide support for regional and
intergovernmental cooperation, promote
partnerships among Council and staff,
assist the Council to develop long

term goals for the City and strategies
toimplement these goals, submit to
Council and make available to the public
acomplete report on the finances and

As the talks continued,
Mayor Keith Funk said coun-
cil typically doesn’t “engage
in conversation” with citi-
zens during their comments
that are supposed to be lim-
ited to three minutes.

Drew walked out of Coun-

ISSUE 9

Shallthe proposed amendments to the
Charter of the City of Monroe to specify

which acts of Council must be done by

TIONS

cil Chambers and Clark said
she didn’t appreciate some
of the comments and accu-
sations.

“I will not stand to allow
that,” she said.

Clark said “that kind of
criticism” from residents is

ordinance; to permit legislation to be read
by title only unless otherwise indicated;
to permit resolutions to become effective
immediately; toincrease from 30 to 60
days the time limit for holding public
hearings onzoning; and to eliminate the
requirement for the Council to authorize
the Manager to obtain bids be adopted?
SOURCE: BUTLER COUNTY BOARD OF ELEC-

one reason people are reluc-
tant to serve on committees.

“We answered the call,”
she said of the Charter
Review Commission. “We
did a good job.”

Partnership

continued from B1

“We have both a teacher
shortage right now affecting
schools both nationally and
in southwest Ohio,” Lane
said.

And, that trend has been
particularly evident in the
amount of students who
enter college in education
programs.

“In Ohio, there has been
approximately a 50% decline
in education preparation
enrollments over the last
decade,” Lane said. “Miami
has bucked that trend; we’ve
actually seen growth in our
programs. But, we’re one of
the few.”

The program was also built
with the intent of keeping
local, aspiring educators in
and around their hometown,
Lane said. If an aspiring edu-
cator grew up around Cincin-
nati, they’re better equipped
torelate with Cincinnati stu-
dents, Lane explained.

“We’re trying to take a
really focused look at, ‘How
do we encourage more
youths from Cincinnati — who
will understand the Cincin-
nati environment, who will
understand the challenges
in Cincinnati for those stu-
dents — to consider teach-
ing?’ ” Lane said.

Lane said getting Cincin-
nati-area students to “be
inspired to go back into Cin-
cinnati and teach and be
committed to their home-
town as educators,” is an
integral part of the program.

“For us, in working with
CPS, we needed to find
new and innovative ways
to encourage more youth,
in this case particularly from
Cincinnati, to consider teach-
ing as a profession, and to
support them in complet-
ing that career path,” Lane
said. “And, we have a need to
diversify the teaching ranks

to better reflect the chang-
ing demographics of our
learners.”

The program connects
with interested students as
early as the eighth grade and
provides them with men-
tors and support structures
as they continue their high
school education and con-
sider extending their edu-
cation.

Once students com-
plete the program in high
school, which includes Col-
lege Credit Plus courses and
other focused courses, they
can then move on to Miami
University, where they are
likely to receive scholarships.

Lane said, to this point,
Miami University has been
able to grant full ride schol-
arships for the program’s stu-
dents. The program’s stu-
dents would work for CPS
at some point in their edu-
cation and, once they’ve
graduated, those graduates
would be given preferred
hiring status at CPS.

TEACh Cincinnati’s first
seven students just recently
entered Miami University,
and the program is now
extending to two more of
CPS’s high schools: Withrow
University High School and
Oyler School.

“Based on what we saw
today at the launch event,
what has happened has really
created a sense of energy
and excitement among the
youth, particularly at Aiken
High School, about becom-
ing teachers,” Lane said.

Lane said Wednesday’s
event featured 20 excited,
energetic and passionate
students who are planning
to enter the program.

“I think in the short run

H INN
TEL

$146.00 plus tax
$32.00 plus tax

=3 (513) 424-4766 4

Monroe UM Church
206 East Ave.

Sunday, October 30
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Inflatables, candy,
face painting, food,

games, prizes,
awards for best trunks!

Costumes optional.

More information visit monroeumc.org

what we’ve done has really
revitalized a sense of excite-
ment around becoming a
teacher,” Lane said. “In
the long term, we’ll be able
to place more high quality
teachers back in Cincinnati
— and they will then have
a generational impact on
learning in those schools.”

Eventually, the goal is to

have the program at each of
CPS’s 17 high schools in the
near future, Lane said. He
added that the university
hasbeen in talks to bring the
program to other nearby cit-
ies, including Hamilton and
Dayton.

Contact thisreporter at
avery.kreemer@coxinc.com.

CRYPTOQUOTE

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints, Each day the code letters are different.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: DEEP INTO THAT
DARKNESS PEERING, LONG I STOOD THERE ...
DREAMING DREAMS NO MORTAL EVER DARED
TO DREAM BEFORE. — EDGAR ALLAN POE

WONDERWORD

By DAVID
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HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — hori-
zontally, vertically, diagonally and even backward. Find them, circle each
letler of the word and strike it off the list. The leftover letlers spell the
WONDERWORD.
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Abide, Action, Approach, Breach, Business, Bylaw, Code,
Committed, Company, Complete, Comply, Cycle, Data,
Diplomatic, Document, Draft, Duly, Guidelines, Legal, Maintain,
Management, Manual, Medical, Method, Military, Obey, Onus,
Orders, Plan, Policy, Practice, Procedure, Process, Record,
Respect, Rules, School, Steps, System, Term, Testing, Treaty
Yesterday's Answer: Buttermilk
The NEW Treasury 50 can be purchased online at
www. WonderWordBooks.com, or call 1-800-642-6480.
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Residential Service:

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

7.4%

Residential Low Income:
General Service — Small:
General Service — Large:
Residential Firm Transportation:
Res Firm Trans Low Income:
Firm Transportation — Small:
Firm Transportation — Large:
Interruptible Transportation:

discriminatory, or unreasonable.

application was filed (June 30, 2022).

6.9%
5.9%
4.8%
7.0%
6.7%
6.5%
4.5%
1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
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Musk: Those banned on Twitter
will not be restored for weeks

By Haleluya Hadero
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Elon Musk said
Wednesday that Twitter will
not allow anyone who has
been kicked off the site to
return until it sets up pro-
cedures on how to do that,
a process that will take at
least a few weeks.

That would mean peo-
ple banned from the site
for violating Twitter’s rules
for harassment, violence,
or election and COVID-re-
lated misinformation will
not be able to return before
next Tuesday’s U.S. midterm
elections.

The pledge came after
Musk, who took control of
the social-media site last
week after buying it for $44
billion, said in a tweet that
he had met with a handful of
civil-society leaders “about
how Twitter will continue to
combat hate & harassment
& enforce its election integ-
rity policies.”

Those attending the meet-
ing Tuesday asked Musk not
to restore the banned users
ahead of the midterms, said
Jessica Gonzéalez, an attor-
ney and co-CEO of the advo-
cacy group Free Press who
attended the meeting.

The attendees — includ-

ingleaders from the NAACP,
Anti-Defamation League
and Color of Change — also
requested Twitter have a
transparent process on how
it plans to restore accounts.
Musk has publicly said he
would let former Presi-
dent Donald Trump back
on, though Trump — who
touts his own platform Truth
Social — has given no indi-
cation he wants that.

Gonzalez said the attend-
ees also requested Twitter
enforce election-integrity
measures that are already
in place, and encouraged
him to hear from a diverse
array of people.

vptelhio
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Dollar General

continued from Al

The results have shown
double-digit error rates up
to 88%. A store is allowed
only a plus or minus 2%
error rate.

Anderson told the Jour-
nal-News on Wednesday
after Yost filed the lawsuit
he is proud of being a whis-
tleblower.

“I'm glad I did, I wanted
to make sure people pay the
lowest price for stuff they’re
getting on the shelf...,”
Anderson said. “I feel like
I’'m the one who let the cat
out of the bag, Pandora’s
box, what can of worms did
I open up.”

Reynolds would not com-
ment on Yost’s lawsuit.

Anderson, in his letter to
the auditor, noted that the
store had a sign posted by
the management that read
“Prices cannot be changed
at the register. All prices
are final.” He stated, “That
is dishonest — as the shelf
price may say two boxes of
cereal for $6.00 but when I
get to the register it’s $7.00
or higher! Can’t they use
the price on the shelf — or
at least change them every
week?”

Yost’s office is reporting
from March 2021 to August
2022, they received 12
complaints detailing simi-
lar “unfair and deceptive
practices” by Dollar General
stores in Cuyahoga, Frank-
lin, Highland, Lucas, Madi-
son, Richland, Summit and
Trumbull counties.

His office wouldn’t con-
firm it but presumably with
a total of 32 violations Dol-
lar General could be on the
hook for $800,000 if the
court finds the retailer cul-
pable, plus restitution for
shoppers who were harmed
and court costs. The suit
also asks the court, if it
finds in favor of Yost to pro-
hibit Dollar General “from
engaging in business as a
supplier in any consumer
transaction in Ohio” until
it “has satisfied all mone-
tary obligations.”

The auditor’s Office
Weights and Measures
Department ensures that
the labeled shelf price or the
advertised price matches the
price charged at the check-
out. A store is allowed a plus
or minus 2% error rate. The
2% is calculated on the total
number of items tested. If
50 items are scanned, the
store can only have one item
scan incorrectly.

The highest number of
erroneous price checks were
at the Hamilton Eaton Road
store in Hamilton where 17
items were checked and 15

The Butler County Auditor’s Office has found some
items at all 20 Dollar General stores are ringing up at
higher prices than the tickets on the shelvesread.
CONTRIBUTED

had different prices for an
88.2% fail rate.

At most of the stores, a
consistent error was found
with products advertised for
alesser price if two or three
or more of the products were
purchased. The reduced
price was not reflected at
checkout. In some instances,
managers said they would
enter the correct advertised
price if a customer com-
plained.

At one store, on College
Corner Pike in Oxford all
the pricing errors were in
the customers’ favor.

This has happened else-
where nationwide. In 2019
Dollar General reached a
$1.75 million settlement with
the state of Vermont for vio-
lating the state’s Consumer
Protection Act, according to
a release from Vermont’s
Attorney General’s Office.
Dollar General resolved
claims that it sold products
that were advertised on the
shelf at a lower price than
the price at the register, even
after being told at least 50
times by state inspectors
to correct the pricing inac-
curacies.

The Journal-News reached
out to Dollar General again,
but no one responded.

Dollar General, a Tennes-
see-based company special-
izing in household goods,
has operated in Ohio since
2015, Yost’s office said. It
has 943 stores statewide.

Contact thisreporter at 513-
755-5074 or email Denise.
Callahan@coxinc.com.
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We have the personal loan for you.
Rates as low as 6.99% APY (7.759% APR).

Need to make a large purchase or consolidate your debt?
Get the cash you need now with a personal loan from Telhio,
with rates lower than most credit cards!

LEARN MORE TODAY AT TELHIO.ORG

A $150 doc prep fee applies. Rates are subject to change without notice. All rates and terms subject to credit approval. Additional
discounts may be available. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Example: A $10,000 personal loan would have a payment of $243.01
for 48 months with disclosed APR. Telhio is open to anyone who lives, works, worships or goes to school in Central and Southwest
Ohio. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

614-221-3233
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

Residential Service: 7.4%
Residential Low Income: 6.9%
General Service — Small: 5.9%
General Service — Large: 4.8%
Residential Firm Transportation: 7.0%
Res Firm Trans Low Income: 6.7%
Firm Transportation — Small: 6.5%
Firm Transportation — Large: 4.5%
Interruptible Transportation: 1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).

SAVE HUNDREDS

AROUND THE MIAMI VALLEY EVERY MONTH
FIND OUT WHERE THE REAL DEALS ARE HAPPENING
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Trump aide Meadows ordered to testify in election prohe

By Kate Brumback

Associated Press

ATLANTA — A judge
on Wednesday ordered
former White House chief
of staff Mark Meadows
to testify before a special
grand jury that’s investi-
gating whether President
Donald Trump and his
allies illegally tried to
sway Georgia’s results in
the 2020 election.

Meadows, a former
GOP congressman, is a
key figure in the inves-
tigation. He traveled
to Georgia, sat in on
Trump’s phone calls with
state officials and coordi-
nated and communicated
with outside influencers
who were either encour-
aging or discouraging the
pressure campaign.

Fulton County District
Attorney Fani Willis
opened the investigation
last year into actions
taken by Trump and oth-
ers to overturn his loss
to Democrat Joe Biden
in the state. Meadows is
just one of several associ-
ates and advisers of the

Republican former presi-
dent whose testimony
Willis has sought.
Because Meadows
doesn’t live in Georgia,
Willis, a Democrat, had
to use a process that
involved getting a judge
where he lives in South
Carolina to order him
to appear. First, Fulton

County Superior Court
Judge Robert McBurney,
who’s overseeing the
special grand jury, signed
off on a petition certify-
ing that Meadows was a
“necessary and material
witness.”

Now, Circuit Court
Judge Edward Miller in
Pickens County, South

Patrick Semansky | AP file

A judge has ordered former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows to travel to Atlanta to testify
before a special grand jury that's investigating whether then-President Donald Trump and his allies
illegally tried to influence the state’s 2020 election.

Carolina, has honored
McBurney’s finding and
ordered Meadows to tes-
tify, Willis spokesman Jeff
DiSantis confirmed.

Meadows attorney
Jim Bannister told The
Associated Press that
his client was “weighing
all options,” including
appeals.

“Nothing final until we
see the order,” he said.

Willis has been fighting
similar battles in courts
around the country as she
seeks to compel Trump
allies to testify. But an
appeals court in Texas
has indicated it may not
recognize the validity of
the Georgia summonses,
and U.S. Sen. Lindsey

asked the U.S. Supreme
Court to intervene after
a federal appeals court
ordered him to testify.

In the petition seeking
Meadows’ testimony, Wil-
lis wrote that he attended
a Dec. 21, 2020, meeting
at the White House with
Trump and others “to dis-
cuss allegations of voter
fraud and certification of
Electoral College votes
from Georgia and other
states.”

The next day, Willis
wrote, Meadows made a
“surprise visit” to Cobb
County, just outside
Atlanta, where an audit
of signatures on absen-
tee ballot envelopes was
being conducted. He

Graham of South Carolina

asked to observe the
audit but wasn’t allowed
to because it wasn’t open
to the public, the petition
says.

Meadows also sent
emails to Justice Depart-
ment officials after the
election alleging voter
fraud in Georgia and
elsewhere and request-
ing investigations, Wil-
lis wrote. And he took
part in a Jan. 2, 2021,
phone call with Georgia
Secretary of State Brad
Raffensperger, during
which Trump suggested
that Raffensperger, the
state’s top elections offi-
cial and a Republican,
could “find” enough votes
to overturn the presi-
dent’s narrow loss in the
state.

According to a tran-
script of the call with
Raffensperger, Mead-
ows said Trump’s team
believed that “not every
vote or fair vote and
legal vote was counted.
And that’s at odds with
the representation from
the secretary of state’s
office.”

Ohio elections chief: Precincts can’t take absentee ballots

By Julie Carr Smyth

Associated Press

workers at precinct-level
voting locations cannot
accept them, he said.

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
Ohio law does not permit
voters to return absentee
ballots at their precincts
on Election Day, the
state’s elections chief is
cautioning amid a mis-
information campaign
around the security of
voting machines that’s
urging them to do so.

Republican Secretary
of State Frank LaRose
said those voters who
heed advice from a
prominent national group
of Republican election
deniers and hold onto
their paper ballots until
Nov. 8 must deliver them

“This is why it’s dan-
gerous for people who
don’t know what they’re
talking about to be dis-
pensing bad elections-
related advice to people,”
he said in an Associated
Press interview Tuesday.
“Because if someone
is telling voters to take
their absentee ballot to
their polling location
on Election Day, they’re
effectively instructing
them how to disenfran-
chise themselves.”

LaRose said that possi-
bility has caused concern
among county election
officials.

“This is why it’s dangerous
for people who don’t know
what they’re talking about to
be dispensing bad elections-

related advice to people.”
— Frank LaRose,
Ohio secretary of state

Mike Lindell — echo
lies that the 2020 elec-
tion was stolen from
former President Donald
Trump and are urging
GOP voters not to use
the U.S. mail or a voting
machine to cast their
votes. Instead, they have
encouraged them to fill
out a paper absentee bal-
lot and return it in per-

unfounded conspiracy
theories that fraudsters
will manipulate voting
systems to rig results

for Democrats once they
have seen how many
Republican votes have
been returned early.
There has been no evi-
dence of any such wide-
spread fraud, nor that the
2020 election was stolen.

sources of information
— such as his office’s
website, the website for
their county board of
elections and reports
from reputable news
organizations — as they
make plans to vote.

He said simply mail-
ing an absentee ballot is
the easiest path for vot-
ers who have requested
one. For those who have
concerns about the U.S.
Postal Service, his office
has set up an online bal-
lot tracking tool.

Secure ballot drop
boxes, one located at
each of Ohio’s 88 county
boards of elections, are
another option, he said.
Those offices also will

on Election Night.

If a voter who has
requested an absentee
ballot changes their
mind on Election Day
and decides to vote in
person at their precinct,
they will be allowed
to do so — but they
will have to vote by
provisional ballot, said
LaRose spokesperson
Rob Nichols.

LaRose is up for
reelection Nov. 8. He
faces Democrat Chelsea
Clark, a small business
owner and city council
member in suburban
Cincinnati, and Terps-
ehore “Tore” Maras, a
conservative podcaster
and election denier who

to their county board The GOP activists —  son at the last minute. LaRose encouraged accept absentee ballots  is running as an inde-
of elections office. Poll including MyPillow CEO The plan is based on Ohioans to seek reliable  in person until 7:30 p.m. pendent.
PUBLIC AUCTION

FURNITURE - HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
ARTWORK & PRINTS - COLLECTIBLES
WOODWORKING TOOLS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022
BEGINNING AT 10:00 AM

Location: Highland County Fairgrounds, Wharton Bldg., 604 John
Street, Hillsboro, OH. Watch for auction signs.

Furniture & Household Items: antique cherry dresser; 3 pc. cherry
bedroom suite; white French Provincial bedroom furniture incl. (4)
single beds, stands, dresser, cormner unit; cedar chest; cherry linen
chest; oak bookcase w/ dbl. glass doors; school masters desk;
china hutch; cherry dining table; harvest dining table w/ 5 leaves;
hiprest chairs; vintage wood highchair; custom wood cradle by
Fanelli; wood rocking chairs; Victorian settee; queen sleeper sofa;
lift chair; occasional tables; Krakaur spinet piano; liquor cabinet;
barstools; Blue Ridge dbl. log rack; Whirlpool Cabrio washer; Whirl-
pool elec. dryer; lamps; cigar humidor; books; asst. kitchenwares,
sm. appliances, pots/pans/dishes; 40 pc. Pfaltzgraff Yorktowne
china service; punchbowls; misc. silverplate serving pcs.; Waterford
crystal. Artwork & Prints/Collectibles: Ruthven’s incl. Eastern
Bluebird (SAP 17/25), Cardinals (SAP 17/25), Sipping Well (It. ed.),
Mourning Dove “Patriot” series (It. ed.); Plinke’s Kingfisher (orig.
commission); American Optical Advertising incl. Stoops’ Post Office
(1942), Optometric Exam (1943), Dohanos’ Family Dinner, Cross-
roads (1950s); Bound’s Welcome Friends (It. ed); Miller's Quiet
Moment; Hawk’s Harbor Scene; South’s Crosley Field 1962;
Lambke’s Primitive Boy, Primitive Girl (orig. oil); others such as
“Raging Horses” (40"x20"); crocks & stoneware; Nippon hp vase;
vintage linens; clutch purses & handbags; lady’s hats; costume
jewelry; misc. 60s era toys; rocking horse; (2) glass carboy bottles;
bar signs such as Meiers Wines, Little Kings; Mail Pouch
thermometer; kerosene lamps; Christmas décor incl. antique
German goose feather tree w/ Swiss music box base.

Owner, Thomas G. Morand Trust,
Peoples Bank, Trustee

Woodworking Tools: Craftsman 12" wood lathe, 10” table saw, 8”
table saw, 6” planer; Sears 10" radial arm saw, scroll saw; Delta
bench bandsaw; Porter Cable 10” planer w/ stand, disc/belt sander;
Rockwell table jigsaw, bandsaw; Skil 9” router; Central Machinery 9”
table bandsaw, bench drill press; Chicago Electric radial arm saw;
Shop Vacs; Fortress 6 gal. compressor; dust collectors; toolboxes;
assort. hand & power tools; cedar crafting lumber. Housewares &
Collectibles:  Noritake china service; glassware incl. Wexford,
Fostoria; occasional tables & chairs; Longaberger baskets; Snow
Babies; hundreds of NIB Matchbox cars; collector plates; beer
steins; rabbit figurines; 40+ premium watches such as Stuhrling,
Invicta, Citizens, Croton; first day covers & stamps; coins incl. 1987
$25 % 0z. American Gold Eagle, 1987 Silver American Eagles, 1986
Liberty Half Dollars, and more. (see AuctionZip.com for complete
catalog of watches, first day covers, and coins).

Owner, Joni Long

Auction Terms & Conditions: For complete terms and conditions
for this auction please visit AuctionZip.com, Auctioneer ID #51096.

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY
B WISE TEAM LLC

Professional Auction Service Since 1991
William L. “Bill” Wise

Real Estate Broker & Auctioneer
Leesburg, OH e 937-725-6655

www.AuctionZip.com - Auctioneer ID #51096

OH-70305469

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a
rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

Residential Service: 7.4%
Residential Low Income: 6.9%
General Service — Small: 5.9%
General Service — Large: 4.8%
Residential Firm Transportation: 7.0%
Res Firm Trans Low Income: 6.7%
Firm Transportation — Small: 6.5%
Firm Transportation — Large: 4.5%
Interruptible Transportation: 1.4%

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and
discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the
application was filed (June 30, 2022).

OH-70303485
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LOCAL RELIGION BRIEFS TAKE NOTE

Sinking Spring Election maashed potatoes, green ) )

Dinner beans, cole slaw, ham and Free diabetes testing STRS presentation. The  Chapter of Public urday, Nov. 12 at the Hi-
The Sinking Spring bean soup, cornbread, November is National  cost for the meal is $12.  Employees Retirees, TEC Center Conference

Community Church
Women in Ministry will
hold an Election Day
dinner from 11 a.m.
until they are sold out
Tuesday, Nov. 8 in the
fellowship hall. The menu
will include ham and
bean soup, cornbread,
potato soup, hot dogs,
coneys/sloppy joes, ham
sandwiches, cole slaw,
desserts and drinks. A
freewill donation will be
accepted.

Rainshoro Election Dinner

The Rainsboro United
Mdethodist Church will
hold an Election Day
Dinner from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 8. The
menu will include home-
made chicken and noodle
or beef and noodles,

hot dogs, sloppy joes,
lemonadeand iced tea,
and homemade desserts.
A freewill donation will
support future mission
projects. Call ahead for
a to go order at 937-365-
3028.

Fall Shoebox Bazaar

A Fall Shoebox Bazaar
to raise funds for the
delivery of Operation
Christmas Child boxes
will be held Nov. 10-12 at
the Cornerstone Assem-
bly of God, 8343 S.R. 73,
Hillsboro. The bazaar will
be open from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. Thursday and Friday
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday. Vendors interested
in a booth, or more infor-
mation, can call 937-239-
0465.

Top

From page 8

State.

Corrigan said there was
some consideration for
Ohio State and Georgia
as No. 1, but Tennessee’s
victories against Alabama
and at LSU won the day.

The Buckeyes’ explo-
sive offense and overall
dominance gave them a
slight edge on Georgia.

He said Michigan’s
weak nonconference
schedule (Hawaii, Colo-
rado State and Connecti-
cut) and Clemson’s 5-0
record against teams with
winning records gave the
Tigers the nod for the
fourth spot.

“The wins at Wake
(Forest), at Florida State,
over N.C. State, over
Syracuse, really did push
(Clemson) over the top,”
Corrigan said.

Oregon was eighth
followed by Pac-12 rival
Southern California at
ninth.

The highest ranked
team from outside the
Power Five conferences
was Tulane at No. 19.
The highest ranked cham-
pion from the Group of
Five conferences earns
a spot in New Year’s Six
bowl.

The CFP semifinals are
scheduled to be played
at the Fiesta and Peach
Bowls on Dec. 31, with
the championship game
set for Jan. 9 in Ingle-
wood, California.

Analysis

Even before the rank-
ings were unveiled Tues-
day night, it was clear
which teams still have
a chance to play for a
national championship.

A glance at the confer-
ence standings reveals
14 contenders, all in the
Power Five. Sorry, there
will be no Cincinnati-style
interloper from the Group
of Five this season for the
selection committee to
consider.

A conference-by-
conference assessment of
who is in the race and the
paths to the CFP, with AP
Top 25 rankings.

Atlantic Coast Conference

Clemson (8-0, AP No.
5)

The Tigers had their
streak of six straight play-
off appearances snapped
last year, but are well
positioned to get back,
with no ranked opponents
left before a likely ACC
title game against North
Carolina.

No unbeaten Power
Five champion has ever
missed the playoff. A
glance at the Big Ten and
SEC suggests getting in
as a one-loss conference
champion could be dicey
for the Tigers.

No. 17 North Carolina
(7-1, AP No. 17)

Run the table, beating
unbeaten Clemson in the

ACC title game, gets the
Tar Heels in the conver-
sation, but they’ll need
some upsets in other
leagues to clear the way.

Big 12

No. 7 TCU (8-0, AP
No. 7)

See above, re: unbeat-
en Power Five champi-
ons. The Horned Frogs
flirt with disaster weekly
and have some defensive
issues. That’s a profile
the selection committee
tends to look upon skep-
tically.

They’ll probably need
to stay unbeaten to get
in and it’s going to be
really tough for them to
stay unbeaten with the
way they have been play-
ing.

Big Ten

Ohio State (8-0, AP
No. 2) and Michigan
(8-0, AP No. 4)

Both have been domi-
nant. Neither has played
a particularly strenuous
schedule and that won’t
change much before
they meet Thanksgiving
weekend. Still, either is
lock by winning out.

Either would stay in
the mix by being a 12-1
conference champion.
And the loser of the
rivalry game at 11-1
probably still holds out
hope to get in.

Illinois (7-1, AP No.
14)

The Illini have a game
against Michigan the
week before the Wol-
verines play Ohio State.
That means Illinois
could finish 12-1 with
either two victories
against Michigan or one
against Michigan and
one against Ohio State.

It’s not likely to hap-
pen, but that would put
the Illini in the playoff.

PAC-12

Oregon (7-1, AP No.
8), USC (7-1, AP No. 9)
and UCLA (7-1, No. 10)

They all need to
run the table to have
a chance and even
then that might not be
enough. The Ducks will
have to overcome a 49-3
loss to Georgia in their
opener. The Trojans
have a bad defense and
won’t get much of a
bump by beating Notre
Dame. UCLA played one
of the weakest noncon-
ference schedules in the
country.

What'’s the best option
for the Pac-12? The
guess here is a 12-1 USC
with victories against
UCLA and Oregon and
one-point loss to a good
Utah team.

Southeastern Conference

Georgia (8-0, AP No.
1) and Tennessee (8-0,
AP No. 2)

The loser of Saturday’s
showdown in Athens is
not eliminated, especial-
ly if its the Volunteers,
with a victory over Ala-
bama already in hand.

Diabetes Awareness
Month. One in five
people are unaware that
they have diabetes. The
Highland County Health
Department is offering
free hemoglobin A1C
labs and finger stick
blood glucose testing. To
schedule an appointment
call 937-393-1941.

Hillsboro VFW Fish Fry
Hillsboro VFW Post
9094 will hold an all-you-

can-eat fish from 4:30
to 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
5. The meal includes
fish, fries, hush puppies
and a soft drink for $12.
The meal is open to the
public.

Turkey Bingo: Car Edition

Turkey Bingo: The
Car Edition is Saturday,
Nov. 5 at the Hillsboro
Southern State Commu-
nity College parking lot.
Play bingo, win turkeys.
Admission is $20 per
person and includes four
bingo cards and sup-
plies. There is no limit
to how many times you
can win. Play bingo from
your car and when you
bingo honk your horn.
You must have an FM
radio to hear the caller.
The community is invit-
ed. Must be 18+ to play.
Highland County Senior
Citizens Center benefit
event. Call 937-393-4745
for more details.

Highland Co. Retired
Teachers

The Highland County
Retired Teachers’ Asso-
ciation (HCRTA) will
hold its regular fall meet-
ing Monday, Nov. 7, at
the Hillsboro Church
of Christ Fellowship
Hall, 155 W. Walnut St.
Social time will begin
at 11 a.m. and the meal
will be served at noon.
Following lunch the
guest speaker will be
Tamla Cole from STRS
in Columbus. She will
discuss health plans
and other issues related
to STRS. The business
meeting will follow the

Contact treasurer Doris
Pulse at 937-981-4149
to make reservations.
All retired educators are
invited.

Sinking Spring Election
Dinner

The Sinking Spring
Community Church
Women in Ministry will
hold an Election Day
dinner from 11 a.m. until
they are sold out Tues-
day, Nov. 8 in the fel-
lowship hall. The menu
will include ham and
bean soup, cornbread,
potato soup, hot dogs,
coneys/sloppy joes, ham
sandwiches, cole slaw,
desserts and drinks. A
freewill donation will be
accepted.

Rainshboro Election Dinner
The Rainsboro United
Mdethodist Church will
hold an Election Day
Dinner from 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 8.
The menu will include
homemade chicken and
noodle or beef and noo-
dles, maashed potatoes,
green beans, cole slaw,
ham and bean soup,
cornbread, hot dogs,
sloppy joes, lemonade-
and iced tea, and home-
made desserts. A freewill
donation will support
future mission projects.
Call ahead for a to go
order at 937-365-3028.
Medicare counseling
The Ohio Department
of Insurance will be at
the Highland County
Senior Citizen Center
on Tuesday, Nov. 8 and
Tuesday, Dec. 6 for
one-on-one Medicare
counseling. Get tips on
how to enroll for 2023
coverage in a Medicare
prescription drug plan
(Part D) and/or a Medi-
care Health plan. See if
you qualify to save on
your prescription drug
costs. You must have an
appointment. Call the
senior center at 937-393-
4745 to schedule one.

Highland County PERI
The Highland County

Inc. will meet at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Nov. 10 at the
Hillsboro Public Library,
10 Willettsville Pike. The
speaker will be Randy
Sanders,with the High-
land County Task Force.
All members and guests
are welcome.

Altrusa Quarter Raffle
Altrusa of Highland
County will hold a
quarter raffle Thursday,
Nov. 10 at the Hills-
boro Orpheum, 135 N.
High St. Doors open at
5:30 p.m. and the raffle
starts at 6:30 p.m. Light
refreshments will be
available for purchase.
There will be a large
variety of basket items.
Visit Altrusa’s Facebook
page to view them.

Fall Shoebox Bazaar

A Fall Shoebox Bazaar
to raise funds for the
delivery of Operation
Christmas Child boxes
will be held Nov. 10-12 at
the Cornerstone Assem-
bly of God, 8343 S.R. 73,
Hillsboro. The bazaar
will be open from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday. Vendors
interested in a booth can
call 937-239-0465.

Veterans Appreciation
Night

The 10th annual
Veterans Appreciation
Night and Open House
will be held from 4-6:30
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 10
at the Highland County
Veterans Service Office,
1575 N. High St., Hills-
boro. It is an evening to
say thank you to those
who have served. Light
refreshments will be
served.

Veterans Day Dinner
Disabled American
Veterans Chapter 123
in Hillsboro is inviting
all Highland County
veterans, active duty
personnel and veterans’
windows and a guest to
its annual Veterans Day
Dinner at 4:30 p.m. Sat-

Roon, 1575 N. High St.,
Hillsboro.

Leesburg Heritage
Breakfast

The Leesburg Area
Historical Society will
host a Heritage Break-
fast on Saturday, Nov.
12 from 8-11 a.m. at the
Highland County North
Joint Fire & Ambulance
Station Community
Room, 200 South St.,
Leesburg. On the menu
are pancakes and sau-
sage, biscuits and gravy,
and beverages. Leesburg
memorabilia will be on
display. Traditional and
folk music will be per-
formed by John Noftsger.
Bring in your antique
and vintage items for
appraisals by Toy Fender
and Betty Ann Walker.
While the entire event
is free, donations to the
society’s depot resto-
ration project will be
accepted.

SOESC Information
Session

The Southern Ohio
Educational Service
Center will hold a Para-
professional Informa-
tional Session from 5-6
p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
16 at the SOESC offices
at 3321 Airborne Rd.,
Wilmington; and from
9-10 a.m. Thursday,
Nov. 17 at the Hopwell/
Region 14, 5350 New
Market Rd., Hillsboro.
Contact Holly Burgess
at hburgess@souther-
nohioesc.org or Grace
Eads at geads@souther-
nohioesc.org via email
or phone 937-382-6921
with any questions.

Shooting Sports Open
House

The Highland County
4-H Shooting Sports
Club will hold an open
house from 4-6 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 19 at the
Hillsboro Bible Baptist
Church, 8080 S.R. 124.
The club is for boys and
girls who are interested
in the outdoors, and hav-
ing a lot of fun.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution

service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will consider the Company's cost to provide natural
gas distribution service from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2022, and the value of its pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets used to deliver distribution service, as of March 31, 2022.

The Application requests an overall increase in operating revenue of approximately 5.6%, on a

rate schedule basis as follows (including Natural Gas Costs):

Residential Service:

Residential Low Income:
General Service — Small:
General Service — Large:

Residential Firm

Res Firm Trans Low Income:
Firm Transportation — Small:
Firm Transportation — Large:
Interruptible Transportation:

For a typical 57 CCF residential user, the total bill increase will be approximately 6.7%.

The proposals in the Application are subject to changes, including changes as to amount and
form, by the Commission. Recommendations that differ from the filed Application may be made by
the Staff of the Commission or by intervening parties and may be adopted by the Commission.

Any person, firm, corporation, or association may file, pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, an objection to
the Application, which may allege that such Application contains proposals that are unjust and

Transportation:

discriminatory, or unreasonable.

The Application and supporting documents are available at the office of the Company, located at
139 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. The Application and supporting documents are also
available on the Commission's docketing information system at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, by
selecting DIS, inputting 22-507-GA-AIR in the case lookup box, and selecting the date the

application was filed (June 30, 2022).

7.4%
6.9%
5.9%
4.8%
7.0%
6.7%
6.5%
4.5%
1.4%
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One match makes a difference

“When Jesus spoke
again to the people, he
said, “I am the light of
the world. Whoever fol-
lows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have
the light of life.” John
8:12

Striking a match seems
to be a thing of the past.
Now days we use lighters
or plug in scent diffusers,
so the need for matches
is nearly obsolete. Think
back to a time of striking
a match and watching the
flame flicker and glow.
The flame in a lighted
room is bright, but the
light of a single match in
a dark room is magnetic
nearly captivating. One
single match makes a dif-
ference in a dark, dark
room.

You know those people
who love Jesus and they
love life and they love
people? Those people
make me smile because
they smile. They make
me feel good because they
know God is good. They
inspire me because they
have hope.

You've known those
people. You've been
drawn to them too. There
is a zest, a spark, a light
about them that fills you
with warmness as they

| Contributing
Columnist

bid you good morning.

These people stand
out in any circle, but
they especially stand
out against the darkness
of the world that we've
become so accustomed to.
The world almost doesn’t
know how to handle their
joy, their gratitude, the
kindness, and their empa-
thy.

The world tries to snuff
out their light. The would
delight in seeing them
go up in smoke, because
the emotions and the way
they process life is com-
pletely foreign to them.
Disappointments aren’t
permanent. Hardships
aren’t the end all. Failure
is another chance to try.
Hurt leaves room for for-
giveness and restoration.
That doesn’t make sense
to someone who doesn’t
know grace and mercy
firsthand.

These lights, or glowing
matches, are symbolic of
Jesus-followers. They do
life differently because
Jesus’ love has changed
them. The Holy Spirit

creates a way for Jesus-
followers to live and pro-
cess life that is heavenly
and very different than
the way the world does
things.

How beautiful must this
picture of burning match-
es be from God’s perspec-
tive. He sees the dark
and the light. He sees the
battle that rages between
good and evil. God sees
His children living apart
from the world.

How bright is your
match burning? Can peo-
ple tell there is something
different about you or are
you burning so dimly the
world counts you as its
own? Are you letting your
light shine for Jesus? The
light of a match is short-
lived indeed. Jesus Him-
self said we only have a
little time to work for His
kingdom. Jesus essentially
said make each day count,
shine brightly.

“You are the light of the
world. A town built on
a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it
on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the
house. In the same way,
let your light shine before
others...” Matthew 5:14-16

Adams County Sheriff’s Intake
and Release Report

August 5-19, 2022

James Clifford Stone,
52 of West Union, Con-
tributing to unrule or
deling of child, Book date
8/5, Release date 8/7/22

Priscilla A. Strange,
26 of Manchester, Proba-
tion Detainer, Book date
8/15/22

Ross Daniel Taylor, 32
of Winchester, Pander-
ing obscenity involving
a minor-advertise for
presentation, pander-
ing obscenity involving
a minor-buy, possess,
procure, Book date 8/2,
Release date 8/10/22

Derek W. Thacker, 39
of West Union, Contempt-
fail to pay child support,
Book date 8/6/22

Ernest D. Unger, 45 of
West Union, Counterfeit-
ing, Counterfeit Vin #,

PRISONER

INTAKE / RELEASE

Contempt of Court, Book
date 8/5, Release date
8/12/22

William Henry Waf-
ford I1I, 39 of Peebles,
Theft-under $500, Book
date 8/15, Release date
8/17/22

Jody Charles Waldron,
59 of Manchester, Disor-
derly Conduct, Book date
8/5, Release date 8/6/22

Scott Ashley Wilkes, 42
of Fairfield, OH, Escape-
if in for misdemeanor,
possession of drug abuse
instruments-w/prior,

—

Driving under the influ-
ence, Book date 8/18/22

Douglas Allen Wil-
liams, 44 of Loveland,
OH, Probation Detainer,
Book date 8/7/22, Release
date 8/16/22

Nicole Rae Wilson, 41
of Manchester, Proba-
tion Detainer, Book date
8/13/22

Fighting to protect our
Postal Carriers

When you put some-
thing in the mail, you
shouldn’t have to worry
about it reaching its final
destination.

But, over the past
year, USPS mail carriers
across Ohio have been
the victims of brazen
armed robberies in
Norwood, College Hill,
Covington, Madeira,
Cincinnati, Columbus,
Cleveland, Groveport,
Beachwood, Trotwood,
and Dayton.

Too many Ohioans are
not receiving their mail
and packages. The con-
tents of their mailboxes
are stolen and later sold
online - costing Ohio
residents millions.

When mail is not reli-
ably delivered, Ohioans
cannot receive their insu-
lin, their social security
checks, or any number
of important documents

Sherrod
Brown
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and deliveries that they
rely upon.

That’s why I sent a
letter to Postmaster Gen-
eral DeJoy and Inspector
General Hull demanding
that they take the steps
necessary to address the
increase in mail theft and
postal robberies and keep
mail carriers and Ohio-
ans safe.

That means reversing
the wrongheaded USPS
decision in 2020 to have
Postal Police Officers
stop patrolling postal car-
rier routes. Postal Police
Officers have been patrol-
ling postal carrier routes
and escorting mail carri-
ers in high risk areas for
decades. This new policy

change makes mail carri-
ers and the communities
they serve less safe.

Postal robberies and
mail theft are federal
crimes and patrolling
postal carrier routes
should not be pushed
onto already over-
whelmed local law
enforcement personnel.

By restoring the patrol-
ling functions of the
Postal Police Officers, we
can better protect mail
carriers and their deliver-
ies so that Ohioans can
receive the mail they
need.

It’s past time for Post-
master General DeJoy
to protect the safety and
privacy of hardworking
Ohioans who depend on
USPS for crucial goods
and services.

Sherrod Brown (D) is
a United States Senator
from the state of Ohio.

Visit us online: www.peoplesdefender.com
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Governor/ Lt. Governot

Nan Whaley

Cheryl Stephens

Secretary of State
Chelsea Clark

U.S. House

Samantha Meadows

Attorney General
Jeffrey A. Crossman

State Treasurer

Scott Schertzer

Ohio Supreme Court
Jennifer Brunner

Terri Jamison
Marilyn Zayas
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State Auditor

Taylor Sappington

U.S. Senate

Tim Ryan

Ohio House

Andrew Dodson

NOTICE OF APPLICATION BY DUKE ENERGY OHIO, INC., FOR AUTHORITY TO
INCREASE ITS NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION RATES

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

DELINQUENT TAX LIST NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with
section 5721.03 of the Ohio Revised Code, the Auditor
of Adams County, Ohio, is required to cause a
delinquent tax list and duplicate in the aforesaid county
after each August settlement. Within sixty days after
delivery of the duplicate to the county treasurer such a
list shall be published twice in a newspaper of general
circulation in the county. And in accordance herewith,
such publication will be made on November 09, 2022
and November 16, 2022 for lands, lots or parts of lots on
the delinquent tax list and duplicate of Adams County,
Ohio. Notice is hereby given that all land owners whose
lands, lots, or parts of lots were delinquent after August
2022 settlement can have the same withdrawn from
publication by making payment to the Treasurer of
Adams County or by entering into a written
undertaking (5-pay installments) with the treasurer, as
provided by law. Such payment or undertaking shall
be made prior to seven days before publication. The
County Treasurer’s Office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p-m. Monday thru Friday, except holidays.
David Gifford
Adams County Auditor

MANUFACTURED HOME
DELINQUENT TAX LIST NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that in accordance with
section 4503.06 (H) & 5721.03 of the Ohio Revised Code,
the Auditor of Adams County, Ohio, is required to cause a
manufactured home delinquent tax list and duplicate in the
aforesaid county after each August settlement. Within sixty
days after delivery of the duplicate to the county treasurer
such a list shall be published twice in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county. And in accordance
herewith, such publication will be made on November 09,
2022 and November 16, 2022 for manufactured homes on
the delinquent manufactured home tax list and duplicate
of Adams County, Ohio. Notice is hereby given that all
manufactured home owners whose manufactured homes
were delinquent after August 2022 settlement can have the
same withdrawn from publication by making payment to
the Treasurer of Adams County or by entering into a
written undertaking (5-pay installments) with the
treasurer, as provided by law. Such payment or undertaking
shall be made prior to seven days before publication. The
County Treasurer’s Office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Monday thru Friday, except holidays.
David Gifford
Adams County Auditor

Pursuant to the requirements of R.C. 4909.19, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., ("Duke Energy Ohio" or
“Company”) gives notice that, on June 30, 2022, the Company filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio ("Commission") an Application to increase its base rates for natural gas
distribution service. The Application has been assigned Case Number 22-507-GA-AIR by the
Commission. Duke Energy Ohio is also seeking an alternative rate plan, to amend its tariffs, and to
obtain accounting authority in connection with the proposed rate increase, which requests have been
assigned Case Numbers 22-508-GA-ALT, 22-509-GA-ATA and 22-510-GA-AAM. The Application
in all four cases directly affects the Company's entire service area, which includes all or parts of Adams,
Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Hamilton, Highland, Montgomery, and Warren Counties in Ohio.

Base rates are partially responsible for recovering costs associated with maintaining pipes and
other distribution infrastructure assets that bring natural gas services into customers' homes and
businesses. The proposed rates in this case reflect investments in the Company's distribution system
and increased costs of operations and maintenance since the last Duke Energy Ohio natural gas
distribution rate case filed in 2012. The proposed rates would also assist the Company in continuing
to finance and support the infrastructure necessary to continue providing safe and reliable distribution
service to its customers.

In reviewing the Application, the Commission will conside