
139 East Fourth Street 
1303-Main  

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

o: 513-287-4356 
f: 513-370-5720 

Minna.Sunderman@duke-energy.com 
Minna Sunderman 

Senior Paralegal 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
October 26, 2022 
 
Ms. Tanowa M. Troupe 
PUCO Docketing Division 
180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215-3716 
 
Re: In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General 

Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary Services  
Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, 21-905-GA-AAM 

 
Dear Ms. Troupe: 
 
Please find attached the affidavit and newspaper notices from the newspaper publishers verifying 
publication of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.’s legal notice in the above-referenced proceedings. 
 
The notice was published as follows: 
 

Newspaper Publication Dates 
Cincinnati Enquirer September 15 & 22, 2022 

Clermont Sun September 15 & 22, 2022 
Dayton Daily News September 16 & 23, 2022 

Georgetown News Democrat September 15 & 22, 2022 
Hamilton Journal News September 16 & 23, 2022 
Hillsboro Times Gazette September 17 & 24, 2022 
The People’s Defender September 14 & 21, 2022 

Wilmington News Journal September 17 & 24, 2022 
The Pulse of Warren County September 18 & 25, 2022 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 

Very Truly Yours,   
 
 
       
      Minna Sunderman 
 
Enclosures: As stated 
 
cc:  Parties of Record  
 

( ~ DUKE 
~ ENERGY. 



Affidavit Proof of Publication 

I, Walt Dozier, do herby attest that the Duke Energy Legal Noti08$ did appear in lhe following newspaper(s) 
as ordered: 

State of Ohio 
County of Franklin 

Clermont Sun 
Dayton Daily News 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Georgetown News Democrat 
Hamllton Journal News 
The Peoples Defender 
The Pulse of Warren County 
Hillsboro limes Gazette 
Wilmington News Journal 

September 15 & 22, 2022 
September 16 & 23. 2022 
September 15 & 22, 2022 
September 15 &22, 2022 
September 16 & 23, 2022 
September 14 & 21. 2022 
September 18 & 25, 2022 
September 17 & 24. 2022 
September 17 & 24, 2022 

Date 

On this day, the d f/ day of September 2022 before me, Chana L Powell ,the 
undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared Walt Oozier, proved to me on the basis of satisfactory 
evidence to be the person whose name was subscribed to the wltt,ln Instrument and acknowledged that he 
executed ii. 

Witness my hand and official seal. 

OWQLPOWEll 
Mot.al'Y Public: 
~•of Ohio 

~,convn. bl)wes 
Mcr11tmbff l~. 202'5 
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the Towne Mall property, new fire sta-
tions, reinvestment in the Robert “Son-
ny” Hill Community Center and the rede-
velopment plan for the Route 4 corridor.

Charge: A ‘hit list’ of 
older white men

Doug Adkins, who served as Middle-
town city manager from 2014 to 2019,
filed a lawsuit in Hamilton County
against the city in January. Adkins, a 59-
year-old white man, claims the city dis-
criminated against him based on age,
race and gender and retaliated against
him when he pushed back. He described
the city’s conduct as “intentional, willful,
wanton and malicious.”

Knight said the city does not com-
ment on ongoing litigation. The city de-
nied Adkins’ allegations in court docu-
ments.

Adkins began working for Middle-
town as an assistant prosecutor in 2005.
He was promoted to city prosecutor in
2006 and to city manager in 2014.

Adkins said in his complaint that dur-
ing his time as city manager, the city
made “numerous inappropriate re-
quests” that interfered with his job du-
ties. He said when he pushed back he
was subjected to “hostility and retalia-
tion.” According to Adkins’ complaint,
there were “numerous false claims about
his performance” and he complained
about the discriminatory treatment.

Adkins said the city treated him less
favorably than significantly younger em-
ployees, female employees and non-
white employees in similar positions.

Adkins asked that he be reinstated as
city manager and awarded all lost pay,
benefits, front pay, compensatory dam-
ages and punitive damages. He asked
that he be compensated for adverse tax
consequences and attorney’s fees.

In his complaint, Adkins said “some
in the community who successfully ran
for city council in 2018” believed that the

problems Middletown faced resulted
from older white men being in city lead-
ership positions. He said there was a “hit
list” developed of older white men in
leadership positions to be removed.

Adkins did not respond to The En-
quirer’s calls and emails for comment. 

Lawrence Barbiere, an attorney for
Middletown, said the city “acted reason-
ably, in good faith, and totally without
actual or implied malice” in court docu-
ments. Middletown’s response also said
the city had “legitimate, nondiscrimina-
tory reasons” for any actions which were
taken with respect to Adkins. 

In October 2019, the city council
unanimously voted to suspend Adkins
for one day without pay after an outburst
at Triple Moon Coffee Co. in downtown
Middletown. 

Adkins publicly apologized for his
outburst at the city council meeting on
Oct. 15, 2019. About a month later, the
city council voted to remove Adkins as
city manager on Nov. 5, 2019. The council
appointed then-assistant law director
Susan Cohen as acting city manager. 

Middletown then appointed Jim Pa-
lenick as the new city manager in July
2020. He served until March 14 of this
year, when the council held a special
meeting and unanimously voted to ter-
minate his employment. 

The city council appointed Lolli, pre-
viously Middletown’s fire chief, as acting
city manager at the same special meet-
ing. Lolli was officially appointed as city
manager in July. Adkins’ lawsuit was
transferred to the Butler County Court of
Common Pleas in May. 

Adkins previously filed a charge of
employment discrimination with the
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission in April 2020. In Middle-
town’s response to the charge, an attor-
ney for the city wrote Middletown resi-
dents’ confidence in the city was shaken
by Adkins’ outburst at the coffee shop.

“Middletown City Council therefore
had an obligation to the voters it serves
to take swift and corrective action,”
Katherine Barbiere, the attorney for the
city, wrote. 

The EEOC dismissed the charge in

November 2020 and said that based on
its investigation, it was unable to con-
clude that Middletown violated the stat-
utes. Jon Allison, Adkins’ attorney, told
The Enquirer that in his experience, the
vast majority of complaints filed with the
EEOC are dismissed. 

“It’s not the same thing as a decision
from a judge it after you’ve litigated a
case for two years,” he said. “We have ev-
ery intention of litigating this case.”

A string of departures, 
a tense phone call

The city manager role is not the only
position that’s recently seen a lot of turn-
over in Middletown. At least five other
officials in Middletown’s administration
have left since January.

First, communications manager Shel-
by Quinlivan left in January. Assistant
City Manager Susan Cohen resigned on
March 9. Five days later, Palenick left af-
ter a Middletown City Council special
meeting. The next week, the city placed
Economic Development Director Chris
Xeil Lyons on administrative leave. She
resigned after nearly a month of admin-
istrative leave. 

Next to resign was Matt Eisenbraun,
the assistant economic development di-
rector. He left in April. Alaina Geres, pro-
gram manager for the economic devel-
opment office, left in May. 

City spokeswoman Knight told The
Enquirer via email that the majority of
those former employees left the city “for
new opportunities and advancements in
their careers.” 

When asked about the city’s working
environment, Knight said Middletown
offers “a positive work environment and
an inclusive culture that focuses on pro-
viding the best in public service to the
Middletown community.” She said the
staff works well together as a team.

Lyons was on administrative leave
from March 24 to April 21, when she re-
signed. She now works for the city of
Dayton.

The Enquirer reached out to Middle-
town about the reason for the adminis-
trative leave. Knight said the city does

not comment on personnel matters. Ly-
ons did not respond to phone calls and a
text message requesting comment. 

In a letter notifying Lyons of the ad-
ministrative leave, Lolli noted that the
leave was “not a disciplinary action or
adverse employment action.”

The Enquirer obtained emails be-
tween city staff and Mayor Nicole Con-
drey from this time period through a
public records request. The emails show
two community members emailed city
council members in March before Lyons
was placed on administrative leave. Both
expressed concern about the way they
were treated by Lyons. 

Jeri Lewis, who does marketing and
development for the Kingswell Seminary
in Middletown, sent an email to the may-
or and city council on March 14 about a
Middletown Economic Development
Facebook post that highlighted some
downtown businesses. She said she
tagged Lyons in the post, hoping to get an
explanation as to why some businesses
were left out.

Lewis said Lyons then called her,
swore and yelled at her before abruptly
hanging up. Lewis now works as an in-
tern with the city, coordinating events
and special projects. 

Jessica Henize, CEO of the Mindful
Healing Center, which offers addiction
treatment, sent an email along similar
lines to the mayor and council on March
19. Henize expressed concern about the
way her staff was treated while manag-
ing a city project to create a warming
center for people without housing. 

“Prior to this Warming Center Project,
I have been told by (Lyons) that I can
submit grant applications, but I won’t be
getting any,” Henize wrote to the council-
members. 

Erin Glynn is the watchdog reporter
for Butler, Warren and Clermont coun-
ties through the Report For America pro-
gram. If you want to support Glynn’s
work email her editor Carl Weiser at
cweiser@enquirer.com.

Do you know something she should
know? Send her a note at eglynn@
enquirer.com and follow her on Twitter
at @ee_glynn.

Middletown
Continued from Page 1A

Republican who has served in statewide
office longer than any woman in Ohio
history, is leaving the court on Dec. 31 due
to age restrictions. 

Congress, said that businesses back Ken-
nedy, DeWine and Fischer because they
will protect against “judicial activism.”

What is at stake in Ohio 
Supreme Court races?

Ohio Republicans have controlled a
majority of seats on the seven-member
high court since 1986. The current bal-
ance is four Republicans and three Dem-
ocrats.

Supreme Court decisions impact how
much Ohioans pay in taxes, whether util-
ity companies can add fees to ratepayers’

bills, how insurance and business laws
are interpreted, what government rec-
ords will be available to the public and
more. Justices serve six-year terms.

Ohioans typically pay little attention
to state Supreme Court races and often
skip casting votes for judicial candidates.
But this year could be different for three
reasons:

h Supreme Court candidates will have
their party affiliations listed on the ballot
for the first time.

h Current justices made high-profile
redistricting decisions on Ohio legislative
and congressional districts that likely
voters followed.

h The U.S. Supreme Court overturning
Americans’ right to abortion may spike
interest in Ohio Supreme Court races.

Chief Justice Maureen O’Connor, a

Gov. Mike DeWine will appoint a Re-
publican to fill the seat left open when ei-
ther Brunner or Kennedy becomes chief
justice.

Graduated Three-Strand Shell Pearl Necklace
6-12mm white shell pearls. 18" length at shortest strand. 

Sterling silver box clasp.

Available in black pearls. Item #936911

Timeless 
elegance,  

classic pearls
We’ve triple-layered luminous 

strands of shell pearls in 

graduated lengths for a fresh 

take on the traditional must-have.

ORDER TODAY!
To receive this special price and free shipping use off er code: 

SHEEN173
1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/sheen

Item #884015

$89
Compare at $139

LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in 

Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 21-905-GA-AAM, In the 

Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General 

Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 

Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change Accounting Methods. 

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) filed an application 

pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation 

and Recommendation adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-

RDR, et al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process to 

a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer (SSO) and for 

approval of a general exemption of certain natural gas commodity sales 

services or ancillary services contained in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, 

Duke Energy requests approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 

4929.11, specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 

(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost Rider (Rider ATC). 

Further, Duke Energy requests approval of all applicable accounting authority 

necessary to implement Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 

4905.13. Duke Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 

to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers to include a 

price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy believes is consistent with 

the existing message for electric customers. 

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 2022, at 10:00 

a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-A, 180 East Broad 

Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the public may 

submit comments regarding the application. People may do so through 

submissions on the Commission’s docketing website at https://dis.puc.

state.oh.us or by mail to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East 

Broad Street, Attention: Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written 

comments should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 

before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout the pendency 

of the case. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 

viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or 

contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Supreme Court
Continued from Page 1A
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LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in 
Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 21-905-GA-AAM, In the 
Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General 
Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change Accounting Methods. 

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) filed an application 
pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation 
and Recommendation adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-
RDR, et al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process to 
a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer (SSO) and for 
approval of a general exemption of certain natural gas commodity sales 
services or ancillary services contained in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, 
Duke Energy requests approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 
4929.11, specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost Rider (Rider ATC). 
Further, Duke Energy requests approval of all applicable accounting authority 
necessary to implement Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 
4905.13. Duke Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers to include a 
price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy believes is consistent with 
the existing message for electric customers. 

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 2022, at 10:00 
a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-A, 180 East Broad 
Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the public may 
submit comments regarding the application. People may do so through 
submissions on the Commission’s docketing website at https://dis.puc.
state.oh.us or by mail to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East 
Broad Street, Attention: Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written 
comments should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout the pendency 
of the case. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 
viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or 
contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Our sterling silver
personalized paw bracelet

Keep your dear pet close with our 

personalized paw bracelet. Craft ed in our 

Rhode Island studios of polished sterling silver, 

our paw charm can be engraved with the name 

or initial of your choice! Celebrate your love for 

your constant companion.

Sterling Silver Personalized Paw Bracelet
7" length. 3⁄4" wide charm. Cable chain. Toggle clasp.  

Please allow an extra 2-3 business days for personalization.

Also available in 8" $89
Shown larger for detail.

ORDER TODAY!
To receive this special price and free shipping use off er code: 

MYPET92
1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/mypet

Item #910948

$79
Compare at $120

A Hamilton County assistant pros-
ecutor on Wednesday described a
video that he said shows a 14-year-old
boy fatally shoot another teen on a
crowded street in Over-the-Rhine.

Records show the teen who was
shot, Shawn Lewis, was celebrating
his 16th birthday on Friday night. 

Shortly before 10 p.m., Lewis was at
a bus stop near Orchard and Main
streets. The 14-year-old −� who is de-
scribed in court documents as 6 feet
tall and 135 pounds −� approached Lew-
is and appeared to push him, Assistant
Prosecutor Justin Bagley said at a de-
tention hearing for the 14-year-old.

“While (Lewis) is stumbling to re-
gain his balance, the defendant then
pulls out a fi�rearm, fi�ring three shots
at” him, Bagley said. Lewis was struck
by two bullets.

The incident “was captured entirely
on video,” Bagley said.

At Wednesday’s hearing, which

took place at the county youth center at
2020 Auburn Ave., Juvenile Court Mag-
istrate Alexxandra Jones ordered that
the 14-year-old continue to be held at
the detention facility. The Enquirer is
not naming him.

At a Sept. 27 pretrial hearing, a date
will be set for a separate hearing to de-
termine if the 14-year-old’s case is
transferred to adult court. Prosecutors
are seeking to have him stand trial as an
adult. He faces charges including mur-
der.

The 14-year-old, who lives in West
Price Hill, has no violent criminal rec-
ord, his attorney Andrew Radin told
Jones. His only criminal history is a
ticket for marijuana, Radin said. The 14-
year-old’s mother attended the hearing
by phone.

Lewis was a 10th grade student at
Dohn Community High School. Admin-
istrators told WLWT that he was the top
student in his grade. They described
him as hard-working, goal-oriented and
a caregiver for his younger siblings.

Grief counselors were at the school
this week.

Prosecutor: Killing in OTR involving
14-year-old ‘captured entirely on video’
Kevin Grasha
Cincinnati Enquirer

USA TODAY NETWORK

A Cincinnati police detective has
been reinstated to active duty after be-
ing suspended for saying a racial slur
while working an off�-duty detail at a
nightclub.

FOP President Dan Hils confi�rmed
the reinstatement of police Detective
Joehonny Reese on Tuesday night.

Reese, who is Black, was working off�-
duty at Energy Nightclub in Longworth
Hall on Sept. 2 when bar security
brought out a drunk, underage white
teenager, Hils described previously.

The teenager physically threatened
the bar security staff� as well as Reese
and another off�-duty offi�cer, according
to Hils.

The offi�cers allegedly asked the teen-

ager to leave, but they remained, con-
tinued to threaten the offi�cers and re-
peatedly called them “fake n-words,”
Hils explained.

Bodycam allegedly shows the teen at-
tempt to assault the offi�cers, which
prompted the offi�cers to use a taser and
arrest the teenager.

During the encounter, Reese alleged-
ly used the n-word when telling the
teenager that he, Reese, wouldn’t be an
n-word, according to Hils.

Reese was suspended a week after
the incident.

Interim Cincinnati Police Chief Tere-
sa Theetge said it is standard depart-
ment practice to temporarily suspend
police powers until an investigation into
the use of a racial slur is complete, no
matter the circumstances.

City Manager Sheryl Long voiced
support for the temporary suspension,
which she said is “expressly defi�ned in
the collective bargaining agreement be-
tween the FOP and City.”

Long continued: “Every case must go
through the same, thorough investiga-
tion and critical review in order to avoid
undermining the legitimacy of the proc-
ess.”

Hils off�ered a statement that reads in
part, “I appreciate the city manager for
insisting that the police department
quickly provide a resolution. Detective
Reese was issued a notice of verbal
counseling for coarse language. Even
that minor documentation was unjusti-
fi�ed.”

Members of Cincinnati City Council
last month proposed a “zero tolerance

policy” for any police offi�cer who used a
racial slur, no matter the circumstances.
The policy has yet to be adopted or im-
plemented.

Prior instances of CPD employees us-
ing racial slurs have resulted in more se-
rious punishments.

Former CPD Offi�cer Rose Valentino
was suspended and later fi�red after us-
ing the slur in an incident with a teen-
ager outside a Western Hills High
School.

CPD Offi�cer Kelly Drach served a 56-
hour suspension May 20-28 after ad-
mitting to using a racial slur on duty
twice in late 2021 after talking on the
phone to fraudulent telemarketers.

Enquirer Media partner Fox 19 pro-
vided this report.

Detective who used racial slur at club reinstated
Fox19

Free tampons and pads are now
available at all county administrative
buildings. 

The Hamilton County taxpayers
spent $25,000 to install 74 dispensers
for free menstrual products in 11 county-
owned buildings. The bathrooms are
publicly accessible, said county spokes-
woman Bridget Doherty. 

The Hamilton County Commission
on Women & Girls recommended the
county install the dispensers. The com-
missioners approved the measure in
April “to make meaningful strides to-
wards addressing gender inequity and
period poverty in the region,” according
to a release from the county. 

The county hopes to set an example
for private businesses to off�er free men-
strual products, said Mary Maune, pro-
ject coordinator for the Commission on
Women & Girls.

“Before we ask other businesses in
Hamilton County to also off�er free peri-
od products, we in Hamilton County
want to take the lead on this,” Maune
said. 

Hamilton County commissioners
planned to make a formal announce-
ment of the program on Thursday at the
Todd B. Portune Center for County Gov-
ernment, where nine of the dispensers
have been installed.

Here’s a list of the locations of the
dispensers and the number of dispens-
ers:

h Taft Law Center, 230 E. Ninth St.,
four 

h 800 Broadway Building, 800
Broadway St., 19 

h Todd B. Portune Center for Coun-
ty Government, 138 E. Court St., nine

h Hamilton County Courthouse,
1000 Main St., six

h Hamilton County Public Health
Department, 250 William Howard
Taft Road, six 

h Hamilton County Job and Family
Services, Alms & Doepke building, 222
E. Central Parkway, 21 

h Hamilton County Justice Center,
1000 Sycamore St., two 

h Juvenile Court Youth Center,
2020 Auburn Ave., two 

h Coroner Crime Lab, 4477 Carver
Woods Drive, Blue Ash, two

h 911 Communication Center, 2377
Civic Center Drive, one

h Sheriff� Patrol Headquarters, 11021
Hamilton Ave., two

Hamilton County now
off�ering free tampons
and pads at buildings
Scott Wartman
Cincinnati Enquirer

USA TODAY NETWORK

Hamilton County installed dispensers
for free menstrual products at its
buildings. AP FILE
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FREE Planning 
Ahead Seminar

September 22, 2022
Thursday

10:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m.

Megie Funeral Home 
104 Spice St

Mount Orab, OH 45154
RSVP: 800.692.8494

September 20, 2022
Tuesday

10:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m.

Megie Funeral Home
529 Main St

Milford, OH 45150 
RSVP: 800.692.8494

This is a general mail distribution. Please accept our apologies if this arrives at a time of bereavement 
or illness, if you have already preplanned, or if this was addressed incorrectly.

Everyone has questions; we have the answers.

Learn about your advance funeral planning 
options and how these decisions can help your 
loved ones at a time of loss. Please RSVP online 
at bit.ly/megieseminars or call 800.692.8494 
today to reserve your seat! 

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 
21-905- GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Duke 
Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption of 
Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 
Accounting Methods.

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) 
filed an application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.
Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation and Recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et 
al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process 
to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer 
(SSO) and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural 
gas commodity sales services or ancillary services contained 
in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, Duke Energy requests 
approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, 
specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost 
Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval 
of all applicable accounting authority necessary to implement 
Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke 
Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers 
to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy 
believes is consistent with the existing message for electric 
customers.

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-A, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 
43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the 
public may submit comments regarding the application. People 
may do so through submissions on the Commission’s docketing 
website at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: 
Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments 
should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 
the pendency of the case.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at  
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.
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Obituaries

Doris Lee (York) Pfal-
zgraf passed away on 
September 5, 2022, at age 
91. Her beloved husband 
of 67 years, Dr. Philip 
Arthur Pfalzgraf, Jr., pre-
ceded her in death. Mrs. 
Pfalzgraf graduated from 
Christ Hospital School 
of Nursing in 1952 and 
was a dedicated gardener 
who volunteered with the 
Cincinnati Nature Center 
to teach youth about local 
plants and wildlife. She loved to travel, especially to 
the island of Iona in Scotland. Mrs. Pfalzgraf was a 
talented artist and avid collector of local antiques. 
She is survived by two daughters, Lisa Pfalzgraf and 
Rachel Bruns (Dale), and son Philip Charles Pfalzgraf 
(Ellen), as well as grandchildren Korinn Lillie, Nicho-
las Lillie (Sarica), and Philip Corbin Pfalzgraf, and 
great grandson Wyatt Lillie, as well as several nieces 
and nephews. Her brother Chic York passed away in 
2009. Doriss’ family will miss her and will mourn her 
passing privately, according to her wishes. Donations 
and remembrances can be sent to Queen City Hospice, 
4605 Duke Drive, Suite 220, Mason, Ohio 45040.

Doris Lee (York) Pfalzgraf, 91
Submitted by Sheila 
Vilvens, Public Relations 
Coordinator, New 
Richmond Exempted 
Village School District.

In the minds of many, 
childhood and school 
days are the best days of 
one’s life.

However, that’s not 
every student’s reality. 
Like adults, students can 
encounter overwhelming 
challenges that they need 
help to negotiate.

That’s where Hope 
Squad comes in. Hope 
Squad is a nationally 
recognized, school-based 
peer-to-peer suicide pre-
vention program, which 
equips and empowers 
students to be the eyes 
and ears of a school as 

they watch out for youth 
in distress.

New Richmond High 
School’s Hope Squad is 
relatively young having 
been founded during the 
2020-2021 school year 
and is extremely active.

The students and their 
advisor, Sharon Nehls, 
work hard daily to pro-
mote positivity amongst 
their peers while keep-
ing them going in the 
right direction. They are 
focused on identifying 
classmates who are strug-
gling and, when neces-
sary, helping to connect 
them with appropriate 
services.

Raising positivity 
was the key focus of the 
group’s third annual Hope 
Week held Sept. 6-9, 

2022. Each day of the 
week included activities 
related to specifi c calls to 
action. For example, stu-
dents were encouraged to 
wear yellow to show their 
support for mental health 
awareness on the fi nal 
day of Hope Week. Stu-
dents also heard a presen-
tation from motivational 
speaker Nick Jackson.

September is Suicide 
Prevention Awareness 
Month — a time to raise 
awareness of this stigma-
tized, and often taboo, 
topic.

If you or someone you 
know is struggling or in 
crisis, help is available. 
Call or text 988 or chat 
988lifeline.org to reach 
the 988 Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline.

NRHS Turns Focus on Hope

New Richmond High School’s Hope Squad recently wrapped up its third annual Hope Week. Raising 
positivity was the key focus of the week where each day included activities related to specific calls to 
action. For example, students were encouraged to wear yellow to show their support for mental health 
awareness on the final day of Hope Week. Students also heard a presentation from motivational 
speaker Nick Jackson. Photo courtesy Sheila Vilvens, Public Relations Coordinator, New Richmond 
Exempted Village School District.
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 
21-905- GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Duke 
Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption of 
Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 
Accounting Methods.

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) 
filed an application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.
Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation and Recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et 
al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process 
to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer 
(SSO) and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural 
gas commodity sales services or ancillary services contained 
in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, Duke Energy requests 
approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, 
specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost 
Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval 
of all applicable accounting authority necessary to implement 
Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke 
Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers 
to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy 
believes is consistent with the existing message for electric 
customers.

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-A, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 
43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the 
public may submit comments regarding the application. People 
may do so through submissions on the Commission’s docketing 
website at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: 
Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments 
should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 
the pendency of the case.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at  
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.
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BY 
HENRY BOLTINOFF

The Clermont County 
Veterans Service Com-
mission is hosting a 
Hoxworth Blood Drive 
on Friday, October 7th 
from 10 A.M. to 11:45 
AM and from 1:00 PM 
to 4 PM. The Hoxworth 
Mobile Unit will be on-
site in Downtown Batavia 
at 101 East Main Street. 
Appointments are recom-
mended. To sign up, go 
to www.hoxworth.org/
groups/clermontveterans 
or call 513-451-0910

Every donor will 
receive a Football Sweat-
shirt and a one-topping 
pizza and drink from 
Grammas in Batavia. For 
more information about 
veterans benefi ts and the 
services offered for veter-
ans visit www.clermont-
countyveterans.com

Submitted by Ken 
Williamson, President, 
Vietnam Veterans of 
America, Chapter 649.

Clermont VSO Hosts 
Hoxworth Blood Drive
Clermont County Veterans Service Blood 
Drive October 7, 2022

Subscribe today!
Visit us online:

clermontsun.com
Call us

513-732-2511
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ACROSS 

1 Like ludicrous 
comedies 

9 Ballpark stat 
12 Yak it up 
15 Dad 
19 For all time to 

come 
20 One, in Bonn 
21 "Jumbo 

shrimp," e.g. 
23 Classic 

morning 
combo 

25 Trial software 
phase 

26 Donned 
271969 film 

featuring two 
hippies 

29 Downed 
30-mignons 

(beef tidbits) 
33 'Fighting•· 

NCAA team 
34 Bealle buddy 

Sutcliffe 
36 "If you ask 

me," in texts 
37 Rough-­

(unrefined) 
39 Group of 20 
42 Irritated 

states 
46 Things often 

dyed and 
hidden 

50 Word often 
ending in 
"-ly": Abbr. 

52 Food carton 
abbr. 

2 3 4 

19 

23 

36 

46 

53 

59 

63 

87 

91 

95 

117 

124 

127 

53 Mascara 92 That, in DOWN 
mistake 84-Across 1 Second mo. 

54 "I don't find it 93 Sitting duck 2 Actress 
1hat simple!" 95 Parks anc Gardner 

59 Republic Ponselle 3 Fun, for short 
of China's 97 Patrol for 4 Actor Russell 
capital prey 5 Answering 

61 Southern 101 Army division machine 
Wyoming city 102 Jai alai cheer notification 

62 Actress 103 Genetic inits. 6 Less 
Kazan of "My 105 Henchman civilized 
Big Fat Greek of Daddy 7 Duncan of 
Wedding" Warbucks Obama's 

63 Charade 108 Goes aboard cabinet 
64 Roman Gath., 110 Large 8 Steered 

e.g. antelope 9 Queenly 
66 Summer 113 Dish 10 Older female 

Games gp. topped with sib 
67 Incites hollandaise 11 Working 
68 Pulls off a sauce, harmoniously 

difficult feat informally 12 Mongolian 
effortlessly 116 Funny desert 

73 Tick away Johnson 13 Fired 
75 Main 117 Be worry-free 14 Gig 

character in 119 Food that's billionths 
"Despicable literally 15 Poker take 
Me" represented 16 Locale 

76 Bank acct. five times in 17 Mile marker 
buildup this puzzle 18 Poker stake 

77 - -Jongg 124 Strengthen 22 Shops 
80 Recording from below 24 Moray, e.g. 

room 125 Bit of mail: 28 - Grande 
81 Be exultant Abbr. 30 Baja party 

about 126 Be similar to 31 Greeting in 
84 Madrid's 127 Chili tidbrt Apple ads 

land, in 128 Common 32 Go nuts 
Madrid PC f ile 33 "Little 

87 They're extension House on 
boiled for 1 80 129 Demure the Prairie" 
seconds 130 One doing surname 

90 Zesty flavors property 35 Quiet 
91 Afresh appraisal 38 Teeny 

40 Funny Martha 82 "- -haw!" 
41 Old Tokyo 83 Grocery 
43 "- big deal" chain inits. 
44 Mark who 85 Douglas fir, 

created Huck for Oregon 
Finn 86 Birdie + 1 

45 Eyelid woe 88 MSN, e.g. 
47 Strike lightly 89 Wd. in a 
48 Govt. office thesaurus 

supplier 94 Striped 
49 lsr. neighbor female 
51 Latin Bible stalker 
55 Lack of 96 Smile evilly 

success 98 Gambling 
56 Melville parlor, for 

novel short 
57 Puerto - 99 Tricycle 
58 Gift add-ons parts 
60 Irritating 100 Duration 
65 Wide shoe 104 Slack-jawed 

spec 106 Mad 
67 Poetic dusk 107 - admin 
68 Began a big 109 Abounds 

battle 11 O Chow 
69" ... blackbirds 111 Maui goose 

baked in-" 112 Meat-
70 Ice house: stamping org. 

Var. 114 E.U. body 
71 Brisk gait comprising 
72 Good two- half a dozen 

pair hand, in nations 
poker lingo 115 "Auld 

73 Prefix with Lang - " 
biology 116 Birds' class 

74 Tempts 118 Decade count 
77 Chutney fruits 120 Man-mouse 
78 San -, link 

Texas 121 Sit-ups work 
79 Expedite them 
BO Polaris, e.g. 122 - Poke 
81 Growl like a (candy) 

dog 123 "- out!" 
5 6 7 8 79-TCC-,~1-,- --c-=--rcc--.cc-- 16 17 18 

Weekly SUDOKU 
by Linda Thistle 

2 3 6 

7 8 9 

3 7 1 

6 4 7 

1 2 5 

9 3 2 

2 9 6 

5 8 3 

4 6 1 

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and 

each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine. 

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ♦♦ 

♦ Moderate ♦♦ Challenging 
♦♦♦ HOO BOY! 
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2022 Annual
CHURCH YARD SALE

September 24
8:00 am - 3:00 pm
300 West Main St. 

Mt. Orab

RAIN or SHINE!!

town around,” said Ripley 
Village Council mem-
ber, Alvin Wallace, who 
pushed to get the DORA 
District open in Ripley.

“This initiative not 
only serves one business, 
it serves the entire busi-
ness community here in 
Ripley,” Brown County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Chairperson, Jennifer 
Patrick, said during the 
DORA ribbon cutting 
held in Ripley.

“This is just something 
that I think will elevate 
not only visitors on the 
river, but visitors along 
(US Route) 52, and I 
think it’s just something 
that will set a precedent 
for the rest of the county,” 

Patrick added.
The Village of Ripley 

is hosting a block party 
on Sept. 17 from noon 
to midnight in its DORA 
District. The block party 
will include music, food, 
fun and an adult beverage 
by the river inside our 
DORA District.

Alexa Forsythe will per-
form from 3-6 p.m. and 

Boone Alley will take the 
stage at 7 pm on Main 
Street in Ripley.

“People want to be 
entertained,” said Wal-
lace.

Ripley’s DORA opens

County Christian School.
A reason was not given 

for Townes’ resignation, 
but it could very well 
relate to federal charges 
she faced after being 
accused of stealing more 
than $700,000 from a for-
mer employer.

According to previ-
ous news reports by 
The News Democrat, 
Townes was arrested by 
federal agents on April 29 
of 2021 at her home. The 
U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce in 
Cincinnati released the 
following information 
regarding the arrest of 
Townes.

According to court 
documents, Coday-
Townes previously served 

as the offi ce manager for 
Custom Built Crates in 
Clermont County. In that 
role, the defendant was 
responsible for accounts 
payable and bookkeeping, 
including inputting and 
sending data to a third-
party payroll company, 
according to court docu-
ments.

The indictment alleged 
that from 2013 until 
2019, Coday-Townes 
wrote checks using an 
employers’ signature 
stamp from Custom 
Built Crates’ operating 
accounts to pay off her 
personal credit cards, The 
News Democrat reported 
in 2021. She also alleged-
ly made false entries into 
the accounting database, 
indicating the checks 

were to vendors rather 
than to her personal 
credit cards.

Coday-Townes also 
allegedly entered over-
time hours for herself, 
even though she was 
ineligible for overtime as 
a salaried employee.

The indictment 
alleged that Townes stole 
$700,666.21 from her 
employee over the course 
of six years.

Coday-Townes was 
then charged with wire 
fraud, punishable by up 
to 20 years in prison, 
and aggravated identity 
theft, which carries an 
additional mandatory 
sentence of two years 
in prison, according to 
previous reports by The 
News Democrat.

Schroeder takes over 
as Sardinia mayor
continued from page 1

continued from page 1

Chief Freeland reaches 
25th year with GPD

Georgetown Police Chief Robert Freeland reached his 25th year with the 
Georgetown Police Department last week. Congratulations to Chief Freeland!

Brown County Seniors to meet
The Brown County 

Seniors will have a meet-
ing September 28 at the 
ABCAP Gym 406 W. 
Plum Street at 12:00p.m. 

There were 14 mem-
bers and 2 guests at 
the last meeting. In 
order for this organiza-
tion to continue, they 
need more members to 
participate. BC Seniors 
wants to thank OVM for 
the pies and the Villa 

for the chicken that they 
provide for our meal. 
Don’t forget to bring a 
covered dish to share. 
Senior Nutrition at 505 
N Main St is now open 
for lunch. Everyone had 
a good time playing 
Bingo. 

They will be having 
their meeting in Septem-
ber even though it is fair 
week. 

Senior Day at the Fair 

is Thursday, September 
29. 

The birthdays for the 
month of September are: 
Patricia Arthon, Betty 
Gelter, Mary Jordan, 
Nancy Swope,Karen 
Woodruff. Be in prayer 
for those who are suffer-
ing in the Ukraine war, 
prayer for our Military 
and the ones who are 
sick, in the hospital and 
the nursing homes.

MULCH

937-444-3717
3510 PLEASANT HILL RD, MT ORAB, OH 45154

Mulch, Limestone, 
Round Gravel, Sand, Topsoil
PICK UP OR DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 
21-905- GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Duke 
Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption of 
Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 
Accounting Methods.

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) 
filed an application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.
Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation and Recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et 
al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process 
to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer 
(SSO) and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural 
gas commodity sales services or ancillary services contained 
in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, Duke Energy requests 
approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, 
specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost 
Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval 
of all applicable accounting authority necessary to implement 
Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke 
Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers 
to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy 
believes is consistent with the existing message for electric 
customers.

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-A, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 
43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the 
public may submit comments regarding the application. People 
may do so through submissions on the Commission’s docketing 
website at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: 
Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments 
should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 
the pendency of the case.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at  
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.



The Brown County 
Chamber of Commerce 
announced the winners of 
the 2022 “Best of Brown 
County” awards earlier 
this year. The “Best of 
Brown County” was cre-
ated to celebrate all that 
Brown County has to 
offer, including food and 
drink destinations, live 
entertainment, and local 
historic sites. Wade Lin-
ville (editor of The News 
Democrat, The Ripley 
Bee, and The Brown 
County Press) will be 
writing about his experi-
ence at all of the 13 loca-
tions that earned a “Best 
of Brown County” award. 
This is part 11 of Wade’s 
“Best of Brown County” 
Experience featuring 
Brown County’s 2022 
Best Photographic Spot, 
Meranda-Nixon Winery.

There is a place in 
Brown County where 
you can go to and relax 
in peace and tranquility, 
enjoying a delicious glass 
of wine while overlook-
ing the vineyards where 
the grapes used to make 
the wine are grown. That 
place is Meranda-Nixon 
Winery located a 6517 
Laycock Road outside of 
Ripley. In fact, there are 
people who have made 
Meranda-Nixon Winery 
their home away from 
home to relax and enjoy 
the beautiful scenery, 
and that is why Meranda-
Nixon Winery is the win-
ner of the Brown County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
2022 “Best of Brown 
County” Best Photo-
graphic Spot Award.

Joe and Yevona Troxell 
have been traveling from 

their home in Amelia 
to visit Meranda-Nixon 
Winery on a regular basis 
for the past fi ve years, 
and are among those who 
consider the winery their 
second home.

In less than a couple of 
weeks, the Troxells will 
be celebrating their 30th 
wedding anniversary at 
Meranda-Nixon Winery.

“It’s beautiful, and they 
are always so welcom-
ing,” Yevona Troxell said 
of Meranda-Nixon Win-
ery, its owners, and its 
staff. “If you feel like you 
want to go somewhere 
and hang with a friend, 
you come here because 
they treat you like a 
friend.”

“And they have the best 
wine ever,” she contin-
ued.

Meranda-Nixon Winery 
opened in 2007 and is 
owned and operated by 
Seth Meranda and his 
wife Maura.

Upon graduation from 
The Ohio State Univer-
sity’s College of Agri-
culture, Seth Meranda 
returned to his great 
grandfather’s family farm 
and grew tobacco and 
grain crops prior to plant-
ing Meranda Vineyards 
in 2003. Seth Meranda’s 
late wife, Tina Nixon-
Meranda, grew up on 
the Nixon family farm in 
Warren County, graduat-
ed from Cincinnati State, 
and became active in the 
Brown County farm in 
1998. Tina Nixon-Meran-
da was a former Brown 
County Clerk of Courts 
and lost her battle with 
lung cancer on October 1 
of 2012, around fi ve years 
after the winery opened 

for business.
Tobacco farming was 

big business in Brown 
County until the federal 
“tobacco buyout” that 
led to thousands of 
farmers across the U.S. 
looking for other profi t-
able crops to grow. The 
Merandas saw a future 
in the wine industry, and 
Seth Meranda used his 

education and farming 
knowledge to produce 
high quality grapes for 
making delicious wines 
which include their popu-
lar whites and reds.

“I go to a lot of winer-
ies and they have the best 
reds I’ve ever tasted,” 
said Joe Troxell.

According to the 
Troxells, there is noth-
ing more relaxing than 
enjoying a glass of 
Meranda-Nixon wine 
while watching the sunset 
over the Meranda-Nixon 
vineyards.

With a rolling land-
scape that stretches 
for miles and distant 
trees that meet the sky, 
Meranda-Nixon Winery 
has a view like no other 
in Brown County.

The view makes it the 
perfect place for wed-
dings, anniversaries, or 

other special occasions.
Seth and Maura 

Meranda’s four children 
- Preston, Austin, Lizzie, 
and Ben - help with work 
at the winery when not 
in school, as well as other 
family members.

The family-run busi-
ness has been a great suc-
cess over the years, as the 
popularity of their wines 
now spans well beyond 
Brown and its surround-
ing counties.

“It’s an honor that we 
are able to share what 
we have with others 
through pictures,” said 
Maura Meranda when 
asked how it felt to be 
voted as Brown County’s 
Best Photographic Spot. 
“People love coming here 
and relaxing, and they 
love the view.”

“When they come here 
and start taking pictures, 

it makes me smile,” she 
added.

The next time you plan 
for a night out on the 
weekend at a beautiful 
location, visit Meranda-
Nixon for dinner and a 
glass of wine.

“We have our steak and 
salmon dinners, and a lot 
of people will sit out here 
and have dinner, and they 
can stay and enjoy the 
view as long as they like,” 
said Maura Meranda.

Meranda-Nixon Win-
ery is open Fridays from 
1-7:30 p.m. and on Satur-
days from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Mondays through 
Thursdays are by appoint-
ment only.

You can contact 
Meranda-Nixon Winery 
by phone at (248) 891-
0935 or visit its website 
at http://www.meranda-
nixonwinery.com.
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 
21-905- GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Duke 
Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption of 
Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 
Accounting Methods.

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) 
filed an application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.
Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation and Recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et 
al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process 
to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer 
(SSO) and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural 
gas commodity sales services or ancillary services contained 
in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, Duke Energy requests 
approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, 
specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost 
Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval 
of all applicable accounting authority necessary to implement 
Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke 
Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers 
to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy 
believes is consistent with the existing message for electric 
customers.

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-A, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 
43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the 
public may submit comments regarding the application. People 
may do so through submissions on the Commission’s docketing 
website at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: 
Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments 
should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 
the pendency of the case.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at  
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

C

R
OSSPOINT WESLEYAN

2022 Annual
CHURCH YARD SALE

September 24
8:00 am - 3:00 pm
300 West Main St. 

Mt. Orab

RAIN or SHINE!!

Meranda-Nixon Winery is the winner of the Brown County Chamber of Commerce’s 2022 “Best of Brown County” Photographic Spot 
Award. Photo by Wade Linville

Wade’s ‘Best of Brown County’ Experience
Brown County’s Best Photographic 
Spot: Meranda-Nixon Winery

Seth and Maura Meranda with their four children - Preston, Austin, Lizzie, and Ben. Photo provided
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ARCHER ESTATE AUCTION
Home & 5.001 Acres & 24x24 Building

Saturday, September 24, 2022 – 10:00 a.m.
Real Estate Sells at 12:00 Noon

Located 2½ miles east of New Vienna, Ohio; 2½ miles west of Highland, Ohio at 
6770 SR 28, New Vienna, Ohio.

AUCTION will be held at the Highland County Fairgrounds, 604 John Street, 
Hillsboro, Ohio 

The home was built in 1999 and has 2,148 finished sq. ft. of living area and is 
in the East Clinton School District. There are 4 bedrooms-the master bedroom 
has very large walk-in closets and large bathroom with double sinks, tub with 
jets and a shower, the other 3 bedrooms are all good sized with a full bathroom 
in the hallway. Other features include a large living room, dining room area, 
kitchen with lots of cabinets, appliances which stay with the property, and a 
center work area to make dinner for the family. The utility room has a washer 
and dryer, which are included and there is a half bath nearby. There is a 24x26 
attached garage, county water, gas heat, central air and a 24x24 building for 
all your storage needs. This is by far the nicest completed home we have sold 
this year—move in condition. If you’re looking for a home this is one you must 
look at, it is beautiful!

OPEN HOUSES: Monday, September 5 (Labor Day) from 1:00-2:30, Thursday, 
September 15 from 4:00-5:30, and Sunday, September 18 from 1:00-2:30.

TERMS FOR REAL ESTATE: $10,000 Down Payment will be required the day of 
auction from the successful bidder. The balance is due on delivery of deed by 
November 11, 2022. Your bids are to be based solely upon your inspection. Your 
bidding is not conditional upon financing so be sure financing is pre-arranged, 
if necessary. Real Estate taxes are $1,156.56 per half and will be pro-rated to 
day of closing. For more information contact Rick Williams, Broker & Auctioneer. 
Auction & Real Estate Companies represent the seller.

FURNITURE: Glass-fronted China Cabinet; Dining Room Table w/ 6 Matching 
Chairs, like new; Brass King Size Bed; Dressers; 2 Bedroom Suites w/ Dressers; 
Nightstands; Jewelry Cabinet; Glass-fronted Cabinet for Dolls; Coffee Table; 
End Tables; Leather Couch w/ Matching Chair; Living Room Sofa, new; Drop-
leaf Table; Bar Stools; Sewing Machine in Cabinet & other furniture items. 
COLLECTIBLES: Child’s Spiderman Table w/ Chairs; Porcelain Dolls and many 
other Dolls; Children’s Snow Sleds; Toy Box Tote; Old Toys; Cookbooks; Milk Can; 
Carnival Glass; Lots of Costume Jewelry; Longaberger Baskets; BB Guns; Old 
Picture Frames; Wall Clock; Montaya Guitar & other collectibles. OTHER ITEMS: 
Push Mowers; Hand & Garden Tools; Cargo Carrier; Coolers; Space Heaters; 
Lawn Blower; Wheelbarrows; Camping Equipment & other items. NOTE: There 
are a lot of boxes that have not been opened yet, so you won’t want to miss this 
auction to see what we find. 

Kevin L. Archer, Executor of the Estate of Ellen Archer Susan L. Davis, 
Attorney for the Estate   H.C.P.C. 20221156

Coke Items will sell after the Real Estate and is owned by Mr. & Mrs. Kevin 
Archer

Coca-Cola Collection: 1925 Framed Calendar; Santa Collector Plates; Pocket 
Knives; Figurines; 1960’s Metal Cooler; Vintage Coke 2 Wheel Dolly; 50+ Trays, 
Some Original; 1980’s Reach-in Cooler, works!;  500+ Sealed bottles-Coke, 
Pepsi, 7UP; Dad’s; RC, Dr. Pepper, Gem. Reds, Bengals, OSU, IU, ND, Penn 
St., Pumpkin Show, OU, Indy 500, KY Derby, Purdue, Nascar, & many others; 
Vintage RC Cola metal sign. Furniture: Oak Locking Gun Cabinet, 10 guns; 
Small Oak Buffet; Secretary w/ 4 Drawers; Victorian Style Dresser, Marble 
Top, 3 Drawers w/ Hidden Drawer; Mirrors; Large Wooden Foot Locker. Other 
items: Longaberger Baskets & accessories; 2 Fire Safes; Milk Bottles; Precious 
Moments; S.E. Hibben & Son, Hillsboro, Ohio Notebook w/ Slate Pages; OSU 
Memorabilia, autographs, 1957 homecoming game program.

TERMS ON PERSONAL PROPERTY: Cash or check with proper ID. Credit Cards 
are accepted with a 4% Convenience Charge. Lunch Available.

AUCTIONEERS: Rick Williams, Brad Williams, Chip Yochum, Troy Martin
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BINEGARS TRUCK AUTO 
& CAMPER SALES 

816 N. WASHINGTON ST GREENFIELD, OHIO 45123
Mon - Fri 9am to 6pm, Sat 9am to 3pm

937-981-4614

END OF SUMMER SALE!!!! 

Stop in and see us for a great deal today!! If you do not see the floor plan you are looking for come in and sit down with us and 
we can order what you need. On the lot financing with terms up to 180 months to qualified buyers. Also visit our store for all your 

parts and supply needs. For pictures or more information on any unit you can visit our website at www.binegarsauto.com.

OTHER PUMA MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM :
2022 PUMA 25RKQB 
2023 PUMA 31 RLQS 

2022 PUMA 25BHFQ 
2023 PUMA 32BH2B 

2022 PUMA 32RBFQ-2 
2023 PUMA 28DBFQ 

2023 PUMA 26RBSS 
2023 PUMA 31FKRK

2022 Puma 32RBFQ  
Limited Edition Pkg, Power Pkg, 

Bunk Room, 3 Slide Outs.

2022 Puma XLE Lite 27RBQC  
Power Pkg, Outside Kitchen, Up 

Graded A/C, TV. 

2022 Puma 31QBBH  
Limited Edition Pkg, Power Pkg, 

Bunk Room, 2 slide Outs. 

2022 Puma 31RLQS   
Limited Edition Pkg, Power Pkg, 

3 slide outs, Kitchen Island. 

2022 Puma 30RKQS   
Limited Edition Pkg, Power Pkg, 

Rear Kitchen, 2 Slide Outs. 

2022 Puma 28BHSS
Limited Edition Pkg, Power Pkg, 

Bunk Room, Loaded!!! 

OH-70301236

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in 

Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 21-905- GA-AAM, In 

the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a 

General Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or 

Ancillary Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 

Accounting Methods.  
 

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) filed an 

application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-19-03, and the 

Stipulation and Recommendation adopted by the Commission in Case No. 

14-375-GA-RDR, et al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery 

process to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer (SSO) 

and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural gas commodity 

sales services or ancillary services contained in the Ohio Revised Code. 

Additionally, Duke Energy requests approval of several proposed riders 

pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost 

Reconciliation Rider (Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition 

Cost Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval of all 

applicable accounting authority necessary to implement Rider SSOCR and 

Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke Energy also requests approval of 

a bill format change, pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for 

natural gas customers to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke 

Energy believes is consistent with the existing message for electric customers.  
 

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 2022, at 10:00 

a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-A, 180 East Broad 

Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 
 

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the public may 

submit comments regarding the application. People may do so through 

submissions on the Commission’s docketing website at 

https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 

43215. Written comments should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As 

with all cases before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 

the pendency of the case.  
 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 

viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or 

contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826. 
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BUYING - SELLING - TRADING        NEW & USED MERCHANDISE
Used Furniture - Appliances - Gifts - Souvenirs

Antiques - Collectibles - Knickknacks - Good Junk
Variety Store & Much, Much More

Keltz’s Discount Sales
(Corner og North Shore Dr. & Beechwood Rd.)

1-937-403-3035
1-937-661-6843

10551 North Shore Dr.
Rocky Fork Lake

Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

Parent Company:
J.A.K. ENTERPRISES

Tony Keltz, Sr. / Mgr. - C.E.O.
Judy Keltz / Ass’t. Mgr.

OPEN APRIL THRU SEPTEMBER: Fri. & Sat. 9 a.m. -5 p.m.  Sun. 12 noon - 5 p.m.

Open Fri. - Sat. & 
Sun.

April - Thru - Sept.

• Landscape Design Lighting • Tree & Shrub Trimming 
• Stump Removal • Hauling • Grading • Driveway Sealing 

• Complete Lawn Care • Basement & Garage • Retaining Walls 
• Farm & Residential Painting 

• Cleaning & Deodorizing • All Odd Jobs 
• Power Washing • Concrete • Brick • Block 

• Foundation Ventilation & Moisture Control    
• Paver Sidewalks & Patios

SNYDER’S LANDSCAPING

Don’t get plowed under by Home Repairs - We can help
LOCAL REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Dean Snyder
(614) 348-7584 • (740) 426-6548 Fax

OH-70301291

Proper harvesting of red and green tomatoes
By Melinda Myers
For The Times-Gazette

Nothing beats the fla-
vor of fresh-from-the-gar-
den tomatoes. Harvest-
ing when they are fully 
ripe ensures the best 
flavor for eating fresh, 
cooking and preserving.

Visit your garden often 
and watch for the fruit to 
turn from green to fully 
colored. Then leave them 
on the plant for five to 
eight days. Vine-ripened 
tomatoes have the best 
flavor for using fresh or 
preserving.

Check plants regularly 
and keep harvesting, so 
the plants continue to 
produce. This also reduc-
es problems with insects 
and disease organisms 
attacking overripe or rot-
ting fruit. Store mature, 
fully colored tomatoes 
in cool, 45- to 50-degree 
conditions with high 
humidity. They will last 
about seven to 14 days in 
these conditions.

When growing inde-
terminate tomatoes, you 
will notice the plants 
keep growing and pro-
ducing more flowers 
and fruit until the frost 
kills the plant. Redirect 

the plant’s energy from 
sprouting new blossoms 
and fruit to ripening the 
fruit that is already on 
the plant. Prune off the 
stem tip of indeterminate 
tomatoes about a month 
before the average first 
fall frost in your area. 
This allows the existing 
flowers to develop into 

fruit and the existing 
fruit to mature before 
the end of the growing 
season.

Extend the harvest 
season with the help 
of floating row covers. 
These fabrics allow air, 
light, and water through, 
but trap heat around 
the plants. Protecting 

Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com
“Tye Dye” tomato in the garden with red and green tomatoes to 
harvest.

plants from the first few 
fall frosts often provides 
time for more tomatoes to 
ripen.

Sometimes you cannot 
protect plants from frost 
or hungry critters prevent 
you from leaving the toma-
toes on the plant to fully 
ripen. You can pick any 
tomatoes that are starting 
to show color before the 
killing frost and finish rip-
ening them indoors. The 
blossom end should be 
greenish white or starting 
to color up. Use blemished 
and cracked fruit right 
away since these do not 
store well.

Store green and under-
ripe tomatoes in a cool 
60- to 65-degree location 
to maximize their storage 
life. Set the tomatoes on 
heavy paper spread apart 
so they are not touching. 
Or wrap them individu-
ally in newspaper so the 
fruit do not make direct 
contact. This helps pre-
vent rot spreading from 
one fruit to the next.

These tomatoes will 
ripen over the next few 
weeks. You can speed up 
the process by moving a 

few tomatoes to a bright, 
warm location a few days 
before they are needed.

Extend the tomato sea-
son next year by growing 
a Long Keeper. The flavor 
is not as good as vine-
ripened fruit, but you can 
pick these before the first 
fall frost and enjoy garden 
tomatoes for up to three 
months.

And don’t let the rest of 
the green tomatoes go to 
waste. Use them for frying, 
chow chow, green salsa, 
and other tasty treats.

Keep harvesting and 
enjoying your garden-
fresh tomatoes as long 
as your growing season 
allows. Then make space 
to store them a few weeks 
after the first fall frost.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including 
the recently released Midwest 
Gardeners Handbook, 2nd Edition 
and Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” instant video 
and DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine and her website is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Brown on 
FB Policy 
Committee

Nathan Brown of 
Hillsboro is serving on 
the 2022 Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federation 
Policy Development 
Committee. The com-
mittee collects and 
organizes public policy 
recommendations from 
county Farm Bureaus 
and presents the final 
policy suggestions to 
be voted on by Ohio 
Farm Bureau’s del-
egates during the state 
annual meeting in 
December.

In its initial session, 
the committee heard 
from government 
leaders, subject mat-
ter experts and Farm 
Bureau staff on topics 
such as farmland pres-
ervation; the farm bill; 
SEC climate reporting 
at the farm level; fund-
ing alternatives for the 
gas tax; biosecurity 
measures to protect 
livestock from chronic 
wasting disease, highly 
pathogenic avian influ-
enza and swine fever; 
and the United Statets 
EPA approval process 
for ag technology such 
as Enlist, atrazine and 
others.

The policy com-
mittee consists of 10 
members from the 
Ohio Farm Bureau 
Board of Trustees and 
10 representatives of 
county Farm Bureaus.

Brown serves on the 
board of trustees rep-
resenting farmers from 
Adams, Brown, Cler-
mont and Highland 
counties.

Ohio Farm Bureau’s 
mission is working 
together for Ohio 
farmers to advance 
agriculture and 
strengthen our com-
munities. Learn more 
at ohiofarmbureau.org.

Submitted by Ty Higgins, senior 
director of communications, Ohio 
Farm Bureau.

Brown
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14th Annual 
Wheat Ridge Olde Thyme 

Herb Fair & Harvest 
Celebration

In the Heart of Amish Country
at the Farm

817 Tater Ridge Road 
West Union, Ohio 45693

Phone: 937-544-8252

October 7th - 8th- 9th, 2022
Fri., Sat., and Sun. 10-5

$5.00  Parking/Car

Fresh Herbs
Herbal Products

Food
Crafts

Antiques
Pumpkin Cannon
Antique Tractors

Pumpkins
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By Sara Burnett 
and John Hanna
Associated Press

HUTCHINSON, Kan. 
— Governors’ races 
often are overshadowed 
by the fight for control 
of Congress during mid-
term elections. But this 
fall, the nation’s political 
future hangs just as much 
on governors’ mansions 
as it does on Capitol Hill.

With abortion rights, 
immigration policies and 
democracy itself in the 
balance, both parties are 
entering the final weeks 
before the Nov. 8 elec-
tion prepared to spend 
unprecedented amounts 
of money to win top state 
offices. Those elected will 
be in power for the 2024 
election, when they could 
influence voting laws as 
well as certification of the 
outcome. And their pow-
ers over abortion rights 
increased greatly when 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
in June left the question 
to states to decide.

“Governors’ races 
matter more than ever,” 
said North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper, chair of the 
Democratic Governors 
Association, the group 
working to elect Demo-
crats to lead states.

For Democrats, Cooper 
said, governors “are often 
the last line of defense” 
on issues that have been 
turned over to states, 
including gun laws and 
voting rights in addition 
to abortion. That’s been 
especially true in places 
with Democratic gover-
nors and Republican-con-
trolled legislatures, such 
as Wisconsin and Kansas 
— states both parties 
have made top targets 
for victory in November. 
Democrats are leading 
Republican candidates 
in two important battle-
ground states with GOP-
led statehouses, Michigan 
and Pennsylvania.

Kansas Gov. Laura 
Kelly is the only Demo-
cratic governor running 
for reelection in a state 
carried by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump in 
2020. The former legisla-
tor won the office in 2018 
against a fiery conserva-

tive after running as a 
moderate who promoted 
bipartisanship.

She now faces three-
term state Attorney 
General Derek Schmidt, 
who has repeatedly tried 
to tie her to President Joe 
Biden and criticized her 
as too liberal for the red 
state. Schmidt’s campaign 
has been hurt, however, 
by a third-party bid from 
a conservative state law-
maker.

During a debate at the 
Kansas State Fair this 
month, Schmidt por-
trayed Kelly’s position on 
abortion as too extreme, 
telling a crowd she sup-
ports abortion without 
restrictions.

Kansas has been the 
unlikely site of Demo-
cratic hopes in regard 
to abortion rights. In 
August, Kansas voters 
overwhelmingly defeated 
a proposed amendment 
to the state constitution 
that would have allowed 
the GOP-controlled Leg-
islature to greatly restrict 
or ban abortion. Kelly 
opposed the measure, 
though she has tried to 
focus her campaign else-
where.

Schmidt said he 
respects the outcome 
of the vote but that the 
abortion debate isn’t 
over.

“What was not on the 
ballot was Governor Kel-
ly’s position,” he said.

Throughout nearly two 
decades in elective poli-
tics, Kelly has opposed 
nearly every restriction 
on abortion now in Kan-
sas law. But asked about 
Schmidt’s characteriza-
tion of her position on 
abortion, she said, “You 
know, I have never said 
that.”

Kelly hasn’t empha-
sized abortion as an 
issue, though many Dem-
ocrats think it would help 
her. Instead, she has been 
touting the state’s fiscal 
strength and her work to 
lure businesses and jobs.

“Maybe I’m not flashy, 
but I’m effective,” she 
said at the end of the 
state fair debate.

In Wisconsin, Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers 
warns voters that democ-
racy is on the ballot this 
fall and notes he has 
vetoed more bills than 
any governor in modern 
state history, including 
measures Republicans 
pushed to change how 
elections are conducted.

Evers faces business-
man Tim Michels, who 
was endorsed by Trump. 
Michels has claimed the 
2020 presidential elec-
tion was rigged — a lie 
Trump has pushed in an 
effort to overturn his loss 
to Biden — and supports 
changes to voting and 
election laws in the state, 
a perennial presidential 
battleground.

Michels is among sev-
eral Trump-backed nomi-
nees who emerged from 
sometimes brutal GOP 
primaries. In some cases, 
more moderate or estab-
lishment Republicans 
warned that the far-right 
pick endorsed by Trump 
would struggle to win in 
a general election.

Arizona Gov. Doug 
Ducey, chair of the 
Republican Governors 
Association, acknowl-
edged the intraparty 
turmoil during a discus-
sion at Georgetown 
University’s Institute of 
Politics and Public Policy 
last week.

Governors’ races take on new 
prominence, with higher stakes

Morry Gash | AP file
Wisconsin Republican gubernatorial candidate Tim Michels, left, speaks as former President Donald 
Trump, right, listens at a rally in August in Waukesha, Wis. Democratic Gov. Tony Evers faces Michels, 
who was endorsed by Trump. Michels has claimed the 2020 presidential election was rigged — a lie 
Trump has pushed in an effort to overturn his loss to Biden — and supports changes to voting and 
election laws in the state, a perennial presidential battleground. 

By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — In the first-of-its 
kind, save-the-world 
experiment, NASA 
is about to clobber a 
small, harmless asteroid 
millions of miles away.

A spacecraft named 
Dart will zero in on 
the asteroid Monday, 
intent on slamming 
it head-on at 14,000 
mph (22,500 kph). The 
impact should be just 
enough to nudge the 
asteroid into a slightly 
tighter orbit around its 
companion space rock 
— demonstrating that 
if a killer asteroid ever 
heads our way, we’d 
stand a fighting chance 
of diverting it.

Telescopes will watch 
the crash. It will take 
months to find out if it 
changed the orbit.

The $325 million 
planetary defense 
test began with Dart’s 
launch last fall.

Asteroid target
The asteroid with the 

bull’s-eye on it is Dimor-
phos, about 7 million 
miles (9.6 million kilo-
meters) from Earth. 
It is actually the puny 
sidekick of a 2,500-foot 
(780-meter) asteroid 
named Didymos, Greek 
for twin. Discovered 
in 1996, Didymos is 
spinning so fast that sci-
entists believe it flung 
off material that eventu-
ally formed a moonlet. 
Dimorphos — roughly 
525 feet (160 meters) 
across — orbits its par-
ent body at a distance 
of less than a mile (1.2 
kilometers).

“This really is about 
asteroid deflection, not 
disruption,” said Nancy 
Chabot, a planetary 
scientist and mission 
team leader at Johns 
Hopkins University, 
which is managing the 
effort. “This isn’t going 
to blow up the asteroid. 
It isn’t going to put 
it into lots of pieces.” 
Rather, the impact will 
dig out a crater tens of 
yards (meters) in size 
and hurl some 2 million 
pounds (1 million kilo-
grams) of rocks and dirt 
into space.

NASA insists there’s 
a zero chance either 
asteroid will threaten 
Earth — now or in the 
future. That’s why the 
pair was picked.

Dart, the impactor
Johns Hopkins took 

a minimalist approach 
in developing Dart — 
short for Double Aster-
oid Redirection Test — 
given that it’s essential-
ly a battering ram and 
faces sure destruction. 
It has a single instru-
ment: a camera used for 
navigating, targeting 
and chronicling the final 
action. Believed to be 
essentially a rubble pile, 
Dimorphos will emerge 

as a point of light an 
hour before impact, 
looming larger and larg-
er in the camera images 
beamed back to Earth. 
Managers are confident 
Dart won’t smash into 
the larger Didymos by 
mistake. The space-
craft’s navigation is 
designed to distinguish 
between the two aster-
oids and, in the final 
50 minutes, target the 
smaller one.

The size of a small 
vending machine at 
1,260 pounds (570 kilo-
grams), the spacecraft 
will slam into roughly 
11 billion pounds (5 bil-
lion kilograms) of aster-
oid. “Sometimes we 
describe it as running 
a golf cart into a Great 
Pyramid,” said Chabot.

Unless Dart misses 
— NASA puts the odds 
of that happening at less 
than 10% — it will be 
the end of the road for 
Dart. If it goes scream-
ing past both space 
rocks, it will encounter 
them again in a couple 
years for Take 2.

Saving Earth
Little Dimorphos 

completes a lap around 
big Didymos every 11 
hours and 55 minutes. 
The impact by Dart 
should shave about 
10 minutes off that. 
Although the strike 
itself should be imme-
diately apparent, it will 
take months to verify 
the moonlet’s tweaked 
orbit. 

Why NASA’s ‘Dart’ 
spacecraft will soon 
crash into an asteroid

Steve Gribben | Johns Hopkins APL/NASA via AP
An illustration depicts NASA’s DART probe, foreground right, 
and Italian Space Agency’s (ASI) LICIACube, bottom right, 
at the Didymos system before impact with the asteroid 
Dimorphos, left. DART is expected to zero in on the asteroid 
Monday with intent to slam into it head-on at 14,000 mph. 
The impact should be just enough to nudge the asteroid into a 
slightly tighter orbit around its companion space rock.
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AUCTION
Rt. 52 Ripley, Oh. 45167

Sun. Oct. 2nd 10:00
Special Interest Items- 02’ Freightliner FL70 Dump Truck 14’ 
Aluim. Bed Cat3126 Inline 6 7spd. Trans. Only 134,00 Miles- 01’ 
GMC C7500 w/12’ Dump Bed- 97’ Chevy 3500 Diesel Bucket Truck 
37’- 08’ Kaufman 20’+5’ Dove Tail Dual Tandem Trailer- 06’ Honda 
VTX 1300 Only 280 Miles-
Hand & Power Tools- & More!
20 Guns From Private Collection Many New In Box- Incl. 
Springfield 1911- Henry Golden Boy & Other L/A- Winchester- 
Radical AR15- Sig- Weatherby- Ruger- S&W- Call or See Web for List-
Antiques- Household- & Collectables- New Appliances-
Great Asst. of New Building Material-
Pick Up Sun. to Sat. 10:30-2:00 All Sold As Is -1st Time Writing 
a Check Bring Bank Letter of Guarantee or Cash- All Sold As-Is- 
Announcements made day of Sale takes precedence Inspection By 
Calling!!! Absentee Bids Welcome!!!

Towler’s Auction Service Inc.
Randy Myers Auctioneer

513-315-4360
www.towlersauctioninc.com

OH-70301236

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in 

Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 21-905- GA-AAM, In 

the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a 

General Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or 

Ancillary Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 

Accounting Methods.  
 

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) filed an 

application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-19-03, and the 

Stipulation and Recommendation adopted by the Commission in Case No. 

14-375-GA-RDR, et al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery 

process to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer (SSO) 

and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural gas commodity 

sales services or ancillary services contained in the Ohio Revised Code. 

Additionally, Duke Energy requests approval of several proposed riders 

pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost 

Reconciliation Rider (Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition 

Cost Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval of all 

applicable accounting authority necessary to implement Rider SSOCR and 

Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke Energy also requests approval of 

a bill format change, pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for 

natural gas customers to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke 

Energy believes is consistent with the existing message for electric customers.  
 

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 2022, at 10:00 

a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-A, 180 East Broad 

Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 
 

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the public may 

submit comments regarding the application. People may do so through 

submissions on the Commission’s docketing website at 

https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 

43215. Written comments should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As 

with all cases before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 

the pendency of the case.  
 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 

viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or 

contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826. 
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1-877-270-8386CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

West Virginia

Start here!
outdoor adventures 

With 225+ miles of single-track trails and 72 miles of 
rail-trail to explore, Greater Parkersburg is a hot spot for 

mountain biking and bicycle riding in general.

Learn more at GreaterParkersburg.com

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-866-335-2531
Made in 
the USA New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed 
on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply 
and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated 
technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-877-602-53481-877-602-5348

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-297-0137

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list 
of terms and conditions.  

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 
21-905- GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Duke 
Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption of 
Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 
Accounting Methods.

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) 
filed an application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.
Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation and Recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et 
al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process 
to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer 
(SSO) and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural 
gas commodity sales services or ancillary services contained 
in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, Duke Energy requests 
approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, 
specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost 
Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval 
of all applicable accounting authority necessary to implement 
Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke 
Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers 
to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy 
believes is consistent with the existing message for electric 
customers.

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-A, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 
43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the 
public may submit comments regarding the application. People 
may do so through submissions on the Commission’s docketing 
website at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: 
Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments 
should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 
the pendency of the case.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at  
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

MLSD Board meets 
September 14

The Manchester Local 
School District Board 
of Education will meet 
in regular session on 
Wednesday, September 
14 at 6:30 p.m. at Man-
chester High School

St. Vincent de Paul 

has new operating 
hours

St. Vincent de Paul 
has new hours that they 
are open to the public.
Theye have food, clothes 
and help with water and 
electric bills. The new 
hours are Wednesday 
and Friday, noon- 2 p.m. 
each day.

Liberty Chapel UMC 
holding Saturday Food 
Pantries

The Liberty Cha-
pel United Methodist 
Church, located at 3889 
White Oak Road in Blue 
Creek, will be hosting 
Saturday food pantries. 
On the fi rst and third 
Saturdays of the month 

from 9-11 a.m. for last 
names A-L, and the sec-
ond and fourth Saturdays 
from 9-11 a.m. for last 
names M-Z.

Winchester NA 
Recovery Saturdays at 
7 p.m

Winchester NA Recov-
ery will meet at the Win-
chester CCCU Church 
on Saturdays at 7 p.m. 
These are open meetings 
and the church is located 
at 1540 Tri-County 
Road.

Living Clean Group 
meets on Thursdays

The Living Clean 
Group will meet on 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
the Holy Trinity Church 
in West Union. These are 
open meetings and the 
church is located at 612 
East Mulberry Street.

Chapter 30- Part 5
This week, the year is 

1908 and little Lena is not 
so little any more. Her 
mind wonders off on rab-
bit trails as she sits and 
ponders the stories she 
has heard again and again 
over the years. It seems 
that the stories about 
Aunt Lou were especially 
interesting to a young girl 
in her teenage years. As 
she reviews those stories 
in her thoughts, she won-
ders what Aunt Lou’s life 
might have been like if it 
had not been for her weak 
constitution.

At my age, then 15, 
Aunt Lou’s life seemed 
very romantic and I fan-
cied the collaboration 
with the Methodists and 
Campbellites was a trib-
ute to her esteem of the 
piety of lost loves of those 
faiths, for many were the 
stories of her romances 
I had heard from Aunt 
Mary Ann (McCreight). 
So, one day I said, “Aunt 
Lou, what was the worst 
disappointment of your 
life?” (Aunt Lou would 
have been age 57 at the 
time.) I waited dreamily 
to hear the stories. Which 
would it be? The shout-
ing Methodist lover who 
had waited several years 
for her to become strong? 
The story of Robert, who 
she had worked so hard 
to win her back? (He had 
succeeded, and then his 
family had moved away. 
Next word they heard 
was that he had died at 
the age of 15). Or, the 
Campbellite youth from 
Peebles,” she surely would 
have married in spite of 
her delicate constitution, 
if he had been willing to 
“Come In” with the Cov-
enanters.” Maybe it would 

be some secret lost love I 
had never heard of.

She looked thoughtful 
for a moment and I could 
hardly wait for the story. 
Then she said, “Well, to 
tell the absolute truth, my 
greatest disappointment 
has happened more than 
once —- a bad baking of 
salt rising bread!” The 
more I thought it over, the 
more I fi rmly believed she 
was telling the “absolute 
truth,” for Aunt Lou was 
very realistic. (I would 
have loved to meet Aunt 
Lou!)

One ex-Gaileyite, my 
Uncle Cargill Wickerham, 
(only son of John Mil-
ligan & Eleanor (Ralston) 
Wickerham and the broth-
er of Victoria and Aunt 
Lou) could not become 
reconciled to so much 
change in the church. He 
sold his farm and they 
moved within bounds of 
one of the old orders of 
Covenanter churches in 
1909. (They relocated to 
Logan County, Ohio, a 
very popular location for 
people of the Covenanter 
faith. A lot of Covenanters 
from Adams County had 
left and moved to Logan 
County over the years.) 
(We will learn more about 
Cargill and his family in 
later stories.)

By this time practically 
all the old outward pecu-
liarities that had come 
down from ancient times 
when all had been Cov-
enanters had disappeared 
from the Tranquility 
church —— whether for 

better or for worse spiri-
tually, only God knows.

As I look back on this 
(Tranquility) church of 
my childhood and early 
youth, I feel sure in my 
own judgment that none 
of the inward qualities 
that gave them the real 
right to be numbered 
among God’s peculiar 
people,

had been lost. I feel 
sure those differences 
dragged out in the open 
gave no comfort to any 
enemy of Christianity. 
All were solidly bound 
together on the essential 
creed of Christianity, “Ye 
must be born again,” as 
in the orthodox world 
today. Then, there may 
have been a more nar-
rowed horizon. But it was 
and is a free way of a free 
people.

Few today have ever 
heard of those staunch old 
Steelites and Gaileyites 
of “The Ridge” and else-
where, but the Spirit that 
animated them will live 
on in God’s chosen ones 
no matter by what name 
they may be called.

With this, the author, 
Lena (McCoy) Mathews 
ends her book entitled 
“Lets Keep Their Memory 
Green.” The book begins 
circa 1796 with the set-
tling of the “The Ridge” 
(Nichols Ridge in Adams 
County, Ohio) and contin-
ues over the next 100 plus 
years. I hope you have 
enjoyed hearing the tales 
of those generations as 
well as those of her own 
childhood. Next week I 
would like to share with 
you some highlights of 
Lena McCoy’s life as she 
reaches adulthood and 
has a family of her own.

Old traditions gone
Joyce
Wilson

Contributing
Columnist

937-544-2391
www.peoplesdefender.com

STill
running
OuT TO
FeTch
The
PaPer? 

Subscribe today, enjoy the savings and have your
newspaper delivered to your mailbox!

Save up to

33% OFF
the newsstand price

The
People’s
Defender

ONLY
$35
A YEAR

Members enter at 8:00am
Wood County Fairgrounds Pratt Pavilion 

13800 W Poe Rd, Bowling Green
Parking FREE / $5 Admission

Free appraisals of your collectibles

For info call 419-441-2134 or visit www.MVGCA.com

Saturday September 17: 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
Sunday September 18: 8:30 am - 3:00 pmLorem Ipsum



Poe explained that the 
next nine months would 
be about getting to know 
and touring the Adams 
County community. She 
asked, “What mission are 
we on in this community 
– in our personal lives? Is 
it a good mission? How 
do I use my leadership 
skills to accomplish that 
purpose?”

Peggy Chalker with 
Southern State Com-
munity College and a 
Leadership Adams board 
member is a transplant 
to Adams County and fell 
in love with the area. She 
was a pioneer for Lead-
ership Adams, which 
started in 2010. She 
shared, “The opportuni-
ties have been great and 
meeting so many people 
with the diversity of 
every class. You all have 
amazing gifts to give and 
to share.” She likened the 
group to a fraternity. She 
said, “You’ve got folks 
dedicated to what leader-
ship programs can do for 
the county. It’s primarily 
creating networks and 
connections, and you’ll 
always have those con-
nections.”

Executive Director of 
Leadership Adams, Jeff 
Foster, was born and 
raised in Adams County. 
He explained that the 
group would have a 
project to design and 
complete for the benefi t 
of the county. He encour-
aged, “For the coming 
weeks, kick around the 
idea of projects.” He 
shared, “Leadership 
Adams gave me new 
directions – a different 

way to go after retire-
ment. It’s going to make 
an impact on you.”

Brandon Howard from 
the campground was the 
day’s activity director/
facilitator. He directed 
a fun icebreaker that 
brought out a healthy bit 
of competition and drove 
home the importance of 
trust and communication. 
He proved an effective 
teacher who gained our 
trust and respect as the 
day progressed.

Many Leadership 
Adams classes have spon-
sorships, and Thursday’s 
class was funded by 
Southern Ohio Communi-
cation Services (SOCS). 
President of SOCS Gary 
Cooper participated 
in last year’s class and 
was impressed with the 
process. He described 
last year’s log activity as 

“breaking down barri-
ers.” He said, “I’ve never 
done an exercise like 
that before.” Amy Queen 
another Leadership 
Adams alumni stated, 
“Every experience was 
meaningful. Born, raised, 
and involved in my 
county and community 
is important to me.” She 
especially enjoyed tour-
ing GE and hiking Buz-
zard’s Roost.

The next several 
months promise to be 
informative and collabor-
ative. John C. Maxwell’s 
book “The 21 Irrefutable 
Laws of Leadership” is 
our resource. Maxwell 
says, “My life sentence 
is, ‘I want to add value to 
leaders who will multiply 
value to others.’” Let’s 
hope that Leadership 
Adams Class 11 leaves 
that as our legacy.
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Weekly 
Deli Specials

* While supplies last

Virginia Ham
$4.38 lb

Roast Beef
$8.33 lb

Sm Colby Cheese
$3.93 lb

Muenster Cheese
$3.83 lb

2621 Burnt Cabin Rd., Seaman, OH • 937-386-9995
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • DELI 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. • Closed Sundays

Prices effective: 
Sept. 19 - Sept. 24, 2022

Formerly Keims Family Market

Authen t i c  Ami sh  Shopp ing
Formerly Keims Family Market

Seasonal Pumpkin Favorites 
Now Available!

Pumpkin Rolls, Pies, Bread, Muffins & Pumpkin Bars

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 
21-905- GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of Duke 
Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a General Exemption of 
Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or Ancillary 
Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 
Accounting Methods.

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) 
filed an application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm.
Code 4901:1-19-03, and the Stipulation and Recommendation 
adopted by the Commission in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et 
al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery process 
to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer 
(SSO) and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural 
gas commodity sales services or ancillary services contained 
in the Ohio Revised Code. Additionally, Duke Energy requests 
approval of several proposed riders pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, 
specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost Reconciliation Rider 
(Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition Cost 
Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval 
of all applicable accounting authority necessary to implement 
Rider SSOCR and Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke 
Energy also requests approval of a bill format change, pursuant 
to Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for natural gas customers 
to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke Energy 
believes is consistent with the existing message for electric 
customers.

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-A, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 
43215.

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the 
public may submit comments regarding the application. People 
may do so through submissions on the Commission’s docketing 
website at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: 
Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments 
should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As with all cases 
before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 
the pendency of the case.

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at  
http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the Commission’s 
hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Perry Twp Hall, Fayetteville
Sat., Oct. 8th • 9am-2pm

Ripley Community Park
Sat., Oct. 15th • 9am-2pm

Aberdeen Fire 
Sat., Oct. 15th • 9am-2pm

Adams-Brown Recycling
Sat., Oct. 29th • 9am-2pm

2022 Brown County
Tire Collection Days

Amy Vogler and Tiffany DeMint in stitches over the “mousetrap” 
smothering. (Photo by Sherry Larson)

shocked by Madden’s 
actions. Hull indicated 
a strained relationship 
between Jason and 
Rachel. She stated, 
“Unfortunately, things 
have come about in 
a horrifi c way – it’s 
unimaginable.” Of the 
Madden’s son, Hull said 
she believes he is with 
a family member and 
said, “I hope he will fi nd 
whatever he needs to 
communicate his feelings 
and desires. There’s many 
family members who love 
him.” Hull continued 
to say that she wanted 
this young man to feel 
supported. She stated, 
“His feelings need to be 
considered. He needs to 
have his innocence and 
his own healing without 
added pressure from any-
body.”

This tragedy affects 
many people, including 
the people at Southern 
Ohio Lumber, police 
offi cers, family, friends 
and the community. For 
those who deliver news, 
especially those receiving 
news and even those of 
us reporting the infor-

mation, the trauma of 
the experience touches 
lives. It’s heartwarming 
to know leaders in the 
community like Sheriff 
Rogers, who took the 
time to returnour call 
and helped me do my job 
and report with as much 
accuracy and sensitiv-
ity as possible. It’s what 
our readers deserve and, 
more importantly, what 
the family deserves.

This story is a story 

that we will never fully 
know. But we can offer 
empathy, care, and 
concern for a young 
man’s life that is forever 
changed. Let’s be ever 
cognitive to put the heart 
and wellness of this child 
fi rst. Yes, there are some 
stories we only know in 
part, but there are other 
stories we can help write, 
and maybe, just maybe, 
they’ll have a better end-
ing.

STORY
from Page 1

LEADERSHIP
from Page 1

BY JOYCE PORTER AND 
PATSY ROBERTS

The Winchester Home-
coming will have our 
fi nal meeting this year on 
Thursday, September 29 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Offi ce. We will 
have election of offi cers 
and review results of this 
year’s festival. If anyone 
has a suggestion for 
improvement or events 
next year, please let us 
know.

Please add Linda Puck-
ett to your prayers. She 
recently underwent surgery 
and is now recuperating.

We have had visitors 
attend Town Council meet-
ing to address uncontrolled 
weeds in the community. 
As I have driven around, 
not only weeds in yards but 
around falling down houses 
and trailers are a huge eye-
sore. If you would like to 
fi le a report (complaint), 
please take a photo, add 
the location and send to 
the Village of Winchester 
Town Hall. If you prefer to 
send to me, I will take to 
the council meeting.

Patsy and I went over 
to visit the Simon Kenton 
Festival on Saturday and 
decided to visit the Gray 
Wolf Antique Store while 
there. Patsy found a min-
iature replica of the USS 

Texas, which was the fi rst 
US battleship to become a 
permanent museum ship. 
It served in both WWI 
and WWII. Our Dad was 
in WWII and served on 
this ship. The replica is in 
excellent condition and 
interestingly, was made in 
Japan and sold in the ship 
Gift Shop.

W3CU Compassion Min-
istries (food) is 3:30 – 5:30 
p.m. on the third Thursday 
each month. The clothing 
pantry will be open from 
3 – 6 p.m. We are looking 
at having an additional 
day to better serve anyone 
in need. The next date is 
October 20. Clothing dona-
tions can be dropped off on 
Tuesday mornings between 
9 – 11 a.m. (except pantry 
week) and please include 
the name of the donor.

The next Winchester 
Village Council meeting 
will be held on October 11 
at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall. 
Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend the 
meetings. If you have an 
agenda item, call Ashley in 
the Town Hall (937-695-
0880).

Winchester’s Past (Patsy 
Roberts): William Henry 
Middlesworth was born 
in 1829 and passed away 
in 1919. His parents were 
James Middlesworth and 
Mary Cooper. William 

lived in Jackson Township 
and was a lifetime farmer. 
He married Mary Jane 
Nixon (1830-1864). She 
was the daughter of James 
Nixon and Joanna Chipps. 
They had three children: 
Mary (1857-1931), Joanna 
(1859-1915), and Ivan 
(1859). After Mary’s death 
he married Jeanette (Jen-
nie) Frow (1842-1922). 
She was the daughter of 
Eliza Patton (1814-1882) 
and Archibald Frow (1811-
1880). William and Jennie 
had 6 children: Belford 
(1865-1929), Archibald 
(1867-1952), Eliza (Lida) 
(1870-1891), John Thomas 
(1873-1896), Jacob (1875-
1949) and Anna (1878-
1888). William, Jennie, 
Lida, Thomas, and Anna 
are all buried in the old 
part of the Winchester 
Cemetery and their head-
stones are part of the ongo-
ing cemetery restoration. 
Jennie’s mother, Eliza, is 
also buried in the old part 
of the cemetery and most 
likely her father Archibald 
is buried in an unmarked 
grave.

I know people have 
information you would 
like to include in the 
Winchester news; just let 
me know. Information is 
due by Sunday evening 
and can be sent by calling 
(937) 205-2309 (leave a 
message) or by email at 
japorter45697@gmail.com.

Winchester Happenings



Goshen drops to 6-4 
overall and 2-3 in the 
division.

Layla Reynolds had 
four points and three 
digs. Brynn Bryant had 
three points, nine kills, 
10 assists, 18 digs and a 
block. Ashley Delph had 
four kills, an assist and a 
block. Caroline Diels fin-
ished with nine points, 
seven kills, 17 assists, an 
ace and 11 digs.

Sydney McCord had 
eight points, three kills, 
two aces, two digs and 
two blocks. Kayla O’Dell 
had four points, an ace 
and five digs. Lexus 
Reiley had three kills 
and a block while Madi-
son Schuster finished 
with seven points, an 
ace, 22 digs and a team-
high 37 passes.. Lisbon 
Smith had 11 points, 
three kills, five aces, six 
digs and a block.

WB hans 
WHS 1st loss 
of week

WILMINGTON — 
Western Brown handed 
Wilmington its first loss 
of the week, 3-2 Thurs-
day on the WHS courts.

“Going 3-1 on the 
week is the boost we’ve 
needed and now we 
need a few days of rest 
ahead of two SBAAC 
matches on the road 
Monday and Tuesday 
and the American Divi-
sion tournament all day 
Wednesday,” WHS coach 
Doug Cooper said.

Wilmington is 4-9 
overall, 1-5 in the Ameri-
can. Western Brown 
is 14-3 overall and 5-3 
against league rivals.

The Hurricane had 
wins by Layne Holmes 
at second singles and 
the first doubles team of 
Cary Holliday and Josie 
Heys.

“An improvement 
over our 1-4 loss down 
there,” Cooper said. 
“Experience is always a 
factor in close matches 
like these and they had 
juniors and seniors on 
every court.”

SUMMARY
Sept 15, 2022
@Wilmington High School
Western Brown 3, Wilmington 2
Singles
1: Chandni Sharma was def by Liz Young 

6-2, 4-6, 2-6
2: Layna Holmes def Shyla Burson 6-2, 

6-2
3: Reagan Henry was def by Zoee 

Temple 2-6, 5-7
Doubles
1: Cary Holliday, Josie Heys def Shelby 

Kuttler, Emily Young 4-6, 6-3, 6-3
2: Bailey Wheeler, Katelynn Totten were 

def by Haylee Steele, Jordyn Lucas 3-6, 
0-6

Batavia golf
edges EC by 6

GREEN TOWN-
SHIP — East Clinton 
lost to Batavia 205 to 
211 Thursday in a boys 
golf match at Snow Hill 
Country Club.

Nathan Ellis led East 
Clinton with a 40.

Aiden Walker had a 
56 for the Astros and 
Austin Kmatz shot a 57. 
Mitchell Ellis had a 57.

East Clinton will play 
at Elks Run on Monday 
against Batavia.

Goshen girls 
win over 
Wilmington

WILMINGTON — 
Goshen defeated Wilm-
ington 4-0 Thursday in 
SBAAC American Divi-
sion girls soccer action 
at Alumni Field.

Wilmington is 3-6 
overall and 0-5 in the 
division. Goshen is 2-5-1 
overall and 1-4 in the 
American.

Liz Allen and Keiana 

Murdock were in goal 
for Wilmington.

Hurricane 
ends winless 
streak 3-2

WILMINGTON — The 
Wilmington High School 
boys soccer team ended 
its season-opening seven-
match winless streak 
with a 3-2 win over Gos-
hen Thursday at Alumni 
Field.

The SBAAC American 
Division win puts the 
Hurricane at 1-4-3 overall 
and 1-2-2 in the Ameri-
can. Goshen is 1-5 overall, 
1-4 in the division.

Jose Morales, Aven 
Patel and Cristian Perez 
had goals for Wilmington. 
Bryce Vilvens recorded 
two assists.

Levi Cochran had five 
saves in goal for Wilm-
ington.

Wilmington 
JV falls to 
Goshen

GOSHEN — The 
Wilmington High School 
junior varsity volleyball 
team was defeated by 
Goshen 24-26, 20-25 
Thursday.

Aidynne Tippett had 
three points, two kills, 
three assists and three 
digs. Alli Bayless had 
five points and Lauren 
Diels finished with seven 
points, two kills, two aces 
and eight digs.

Lilly Trentman had 
three points, a kill, an 
ace and seven digs. Lau-
ren Harmeling had five 
points, two aces and a 
dig. Kyli Lambcke had 
three kills, a dig and a 
block.

East Clinton 
JV tames 
Tigers in 2

LEES CREEK — The 
East Clinton junior 
varsity volleyball team 
defeated Bethel-Tate 
25-12, 25-19 in the Volley 
for the Cure match at the 
EC gym.

Emily Arnold had two 
aces, four points, a kill, a 
perfect pass, two assists 
and a dig. Taylor Bar-
ton had two aces, three 
points, two perfect passes 
and seven digs. Sydney 
Beiting had a kill, five 
perfect passes and two 
digs. Hadlie Clark had 
three aces, five points, a 
perfect pass and a dig.

Samarah Liest had an 
ace and a perfect pass. 
Cheyenne Reed had nine 
aces, 16 points and seven 
assists. Abbi Reynolds 
an ace, three points, two 
kills and a dig. Liz Schiff 
two aces, three points, a 
kill, three perfect passes 
and a dig. Makayla Sea-
man a point, two kills and 
a dig.
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LEGAL NOTICE 
 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in 

Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 21-905- GA-AAM, In 

the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a 

General Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or 

Ancillary Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 

Accounting Methods.  
 

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) filed an 

application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-19-03, and the 

Stipulation and Recommendation adopted by the Commission in Case No. 

14-375-GA-RDR, et al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery 

process to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer (SSO) 

and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural gas commodity 

sales services or ancillary services contained in the Ohio Revised Code. 

Additionally, Duke Energy requests approval of several proposed riders 

pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost 

Reconciliation Rider (Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition 

Cost Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval of all 

applicable accounting authority necessary to implement Rider SSOCR and 

Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke Energy also requests approval of 

a bill format change, pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for 

natural gas customers to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke 

Energy believes is consistent with the existing message for electric customers.  
 

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 2022, at 10:00 

a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-A, 180 East Broad 

Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 
 

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the public may 

submit comments regarding the application. People may do so through 

submissions on the Commission’s docketing website at 

https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 

43215. Written comments should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As 

with all cases before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 

the pendency of the case.  
 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 

viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or 

contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826. 

OH-70300271

FOR A SONG AND A STORY
(TOTAL LIQUIDATION AUCTION)

Saturday, September 24 @ 10:00 AM
Location: 201 E. Locust Street, Wilmington, Ohio 45177

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS & ACCESSORIES-SHEET MUSIC
-RECORDS-BOOKS- POST CARDS-FURNITURE

-COLLECTIBLES-OTHER USEFUL ITEMS

After 20 years of service to the Clinton County community of 

providing music lessons, instruments, and books, Paul and 

Cindy have decided to close their business and are liquidating 

the remaining inventory.

TERMS: Cash or check with proper ID. Major credit cards 

accepted with fee.

PHOTOS AVAILABLE on Auction Tab of ChambersFiteRealty.com 

Food available.                                              
Owners:

Paul and Cindy Shivers
SALE CONDUCTED BY:

From page 8

Volleyball

Elizabeth Clark | News Journal
For the most part, it was a good night for Clinton County football Friday. Wilmington rolled to a big win over Aiken at Alumni Field 
49-0. Clinton-Massie picked up its first win of the season over Harrison 31-17 at Frank Irelan Field. Blanchester battled Goshen in the 
King of the Road game at Barbour Memorial Field. The Wildcats celebrated Homecoming with a win over the Warriors but it wasn’t 
easy in the second half. East Clinton made the trek to Minford and dropped a non-league game 41-7. For more on these games, visit 
the News Journal’s website, www.wnewsj.com. In the photo, Clinton-Massie’s Ty Clutter eyes the Harrison ball carrier during first 
half action Friday night on Lebanon Road.

Halfway home in high school football

Youth 
basketball
tryout dates 
set

Wilmington TCYL, 
formerly KTC bas-
ketball, will conduct 
tryouts for boys and 
girls basketball teams 
at Wilmington High 
School.

Tryouts for girls 
in grades 3-6 will be 
Noon to 3 p.m. Sun-
day.

Tryouts for boys 
in grades 3-6 will be 
Noon to 3 p.m. Sept. 
25.

This is a travel, 
semi-competitive bas-
ketball league. Games 
are set to be played 
Saturdays and Sun-
days in January and 
February.

For more informa-
tion visit the Wilming-
ton TCYL Facebook 
page.

8-under par 
28 tops field 
at Elks

The team of Gary 
Defayette, Gary 
Bishop, Jim Luck and 
Rocky Long had an 
8-under par 28 Thurs-
day and won the Com-
munity Golf League 
outing at the Elks 797 
Golf Course.

The winners had 
eight birdies on Nos. 
1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 
9.

The rest of the field:
30: Jim Doak, Gary 

Schrader, Bob Vanz-

leading off
ant.

30: Jeff Watkins, Bill 
Ross, Jim Jones, Dick 
Mitchener.

32: Jack Carson, Herb 
Johnson, Mike Gross, 
Carl Wright.

32: Kathy Keltner, Eric 
Keltner, Cliff Doyle, John 
Faul.

34: D Bullock, Frenchie 
Hatfield, Mark Hess.

Sports on TV
Saturday 
events

AUTO RACING
7:30 p.m.USA — Bass 

Pro Night Race
COLLEGE FOOT-

BALL
12 p.m. ABC — 

UConn at Mich
CBSSN — Villanova at 

Army
ESPN — Georgia at 

So Caro
ESPN2 — Purdue at 

Syracuse
ESPNU — UC at 

Miami
FOX — Okla at 

Nebraska
FS1 — Texas St. at 

Baylor
2:30 p.m. NBC — Cal 

at ND
PEACOCK — Cal at 

ND
3 p.m. CNBC — More-

house vs. Howard
3:30 p.m. ABC — 

Miss at Ga Tech
CBS — Penn St. at 

Auburn
CBSSN — Vandy at N. 

Illinois
ESPN2 — Colorado at 

Minn
FOX — BYU at Ore-

gon
4 p.m. ESPNU — Kan 

at Hstn
FS1 — UT-Martin at 

Boise
5 p.m. NFLN — Mar-

shall at BG
6 p.m. ESPN — Miss 

St. at LSU
7 p.m. ESPN2 — Tex 

Tech at NC St
FOX — Toledo at 

Ohio St.
7:30 p.m. ABC — 

Mich St. at Wash
CBSSN — UCF at 

FAU
ESPNU — Pitt at W. 

Mich
FS1 — SMU at Mary-

land
9 p.m. ESPN — Miami 

at Tex A&M
10 p.m. ESPN2 — SD 

St. at Utah
10:30 p.m. ESPNU — 

Grmblng at Jcksn St.
FOX — Fresno at USC
11 p.m. FS1 — ND St. 

at Ariz
PAC-12N — E. Mich 

at Ariz St.
GOLF
7:30 a.m. GOLF — 

Italian Open
3 p.m. GOLF — LPGA 

Portland
6 p.m. GOLF — PGA 

Fortinet
9:30 p.m. GOLF — 

Senior Sanford
BASEBALL
1 p.m. BSO — Reds at 

Cards
1 p.m. MLBN — Minn 

at Cleve
7 p.m. MLBN — Phil 

at Atlanta
SOCCER
7:30 a.m. USA — Pre-

mier League
10 a.m. USA — Pre-

mier League
12:30 p.m. NBC — 

Premier League

Sports on TV
Sunday events

AUTO RACING
12 a.m. (Mon) Pep 

Boys NHRA Nationals
COLLEGE SOCCER
1 p.m. ESPNU — LSU 

at Vandy
COLLEGE VOLLEY-

BALL
3 p.m. ESPN2 — 

Nebraska at Ky
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14th Annual 
Wheat Ridge Olde Thyme 

Herb Fair & Harvest 
Celebration

In the Heart of Amish Country
at the Farm

817 Tater Ridge Road 
West Union, Ohio 45693

Phone: 937-544-8252

October 7th - 8th- 9th, 2022
Fri., Sat., and Sun. 10-5

$5.00  Parking/Car

Fresh Herbs
Herbal Products

Food
Crafts

Antiques
Pumpkin Cannon
Antique Tractors

Pumpkins
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LEGAL NOTICE 
 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in 

Case Nos. 21-903-GA-EXM, 21-904-GA-ATA, and 21-905- GA-AAM, In 

the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Approval of a 

General Exemption of Certain Natural Gas Commodity Sales Services or 

Ancillary Services, for Tariff Approval, and for Approval to Change 

Accounting Methods.  
 

On April 27, 2022, Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke Energy) filed an 

application pursuant to R.C. 4929.04, Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-19-03, and the 

Stipulation and Recommendation adopted by the Commission in Case No. 

14-375-GA-RDR, et al., for approval to transition from its gas cost recovery 

process to a natural gas auction in the form of a standard service offer (SSO) 

and for approval of a general exemption of certain natural gas commodity 

sales services or ancillary services contained in the Ohio Revised Code. 

Additionally, Duke Energy requests approval of several proposed riders 

pursuant to R.C. 4929.11, specifically SSO Rider, SSO Rate, SSO Cost 

Reconciliation Rider (Rider SSOCR), SSO Service, and Auction Transition 

Cost Rider (Rider ATC). Further, Duke Energy requests approval of all 

applicable accounting authority necessary to implement Rider SSOCR and 

Rider ATC pursuant to R.C. 4905.13. Duke Energy also requests approval of 

a bill format change, pursuant to Ohio Adm. Code 4901:1-13-11(D), for 

natural gas customers to include a price-to-compare message, which Duke 

Energy believes is consistent with the existing message for electric customers.  
 

A hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 27, 2022, at 10:00 

a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-A, 180 East Broad 

Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 
 

Additionally, consistent with R.C. 4929.04, any member of the public may 

submit comments regarding the application. People may do so through 

submissions on the Commission’s docketing website at 

https://dis.puc.state.oh.us or by mail to the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Attention: Docketing Division, Columbus, Ohio 

43215. Written comments should reference Case No. 21-903-GA-EXM. As 

with all cases before the Commission, comments will be accepted throughout 

the pendency of the case.  
 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 

viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or 

contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826. 

“I wanted to be that guy since 
I saw my first OSU game,” said 
A.J. “I played tuba since I was in 
the fifth grade and I remember 
my band director being shocked 
at me wanting to play it.”

He told the News Journal that 
the honor is still mind-boggling 
to him.

“It’s been coming to the point, 
ever since I made the band I was 
like I was in reaching distance,” 
he said. “All the hard work and 
effort it took is paying off.”

His grandfather, David, is a 
big Buckeyes’ fan and is excited 
to see this take place.

“We’ll be there. We’ve made 
sure to buy good tickets to see 
it,” said David. “He’s worked 
hard for this and we’re proud of 
him for a lot of things, and this 
is one of them.”

A.J. added, “People have come 
into my life. Directors, teach-
ers, and family members helped 
get me where I am. I attribute 
that to how God has made that 
work.”

Reach John Hamilton at 937-382-2574

also are a lot of things 
different from Philadel-
phia where he lives.

He said very recently 
in his travels he was at 
a church which had just 
established a tiny-house 
community on their own 
property.

“They had gone 
through zoning and 
everything and they 
had permission for 
like 15 tiny houses in 
the church parking lot 
essentially,” remarked 
Claiborne.

He recommended, 
for one thing, the local 
group bounce the idea 
around with people 
elsewhere who have 
already initiated a tiny-
house community. He 
mentioned that in addi-
tion to “tiny house” 
communities, there are 
shipping-container hous-
es that are significantly 
cheaper to build than 
regular homes.

Claiborne also said 
he thinks the more the 
people impacted can be 
a part of the conversa-
tion from the earliest 
beginnings the better. 
He elaborated that in 
many different contexts 
he has seen folks come 
up with a blueprint for 
something without hav-
ing much input from the 
stakeholders and then 
“blind spots seem to pop 
up.”

Additionally, he said, 
“If you’re going to create 
a tiny-house community, 
then creating the sort of 
ethos, environment or 
ground rules with the 
community that’s liv-
ing there is important 
because they’re probably 
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Tiny

dripping at back bar. 
Floor tile damaged 
under ice bin.

• Clinton County Senior 
Services Center, 717 N. 
Nelson Ave., Wilmington, 
Sept. 7.

Non-critical: Verifi-
cation demonstrating 
employees know when to 
report illness is unavail-
able. Person In Charge 
requested new example. 
Emailing example 
employee health agree-
ment. Residues observed 
on guard on inside of ice 
making machine. Dust 
observed on panels in 

vent hood.

• Clinton County Head 
Start, 789 N. Nelson Ave., 
Wilmington, Sept. 7. 
Critical: 

Spaghetti noodles 
114°F (roaster). Hot 
TCS (time-temperature 
controlled foods) must 
be maintained 135°F or 
above. Person In Charge 
adjusted temperature 
and adding heated 
sauce. Salsa 43°F, ther-
mometer 45°F (2-door 
refrigerator). Cold TCS 
foods must be main-
tained at 41°F or less. 
PIC adjusted thermostat 
and will monitor.

Non-critical: Manager 
certification in food pro-
tection is unavailable. 
Exposed wood is not 

sealed (support under 
3-sink counter/near dish-
washer).

• Clinton County Head Start 
Clinton St., 333 Clinton St., 
Wilmington, Sept. 7.

Non-critical: Manager 
certification in food pro-
tection is unavailable. 
(Person In Charge certifi-
cate is available.)

Note: Facility only 
serving prepackaged food 
items for breakfast and 
snacks. Lunch is prepared 
at main Head Start and 
transported to this site.

• Combs Bakery, 221 Wayne 
Road, Wilmington, Sept. 14.

Critical: Food handler 
observed not washing 
hands in-between money 
and food handling. 
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Much

disability charge since 
June. The transfer is 
being done to help 
defense counsel main-
tain communication 
with Stuckey.

The Feb. 19 incident 
in the Midland (West-
boro) area “involved an 
alleged purchase of a 
vehicle from Facebook 
Marketplace that was 
likely nothing more 
than a ruse for a rob-
bery,” Sheriff Ralph 
Fizer Jr. stated in a 
news release.“Based on 
evidence gathered at the 
scene, it is believed that 
the transaction involved 
a substantial amount of 

drugs in exchange for 
the vehicle as well as the 
likelihood that individu-
als on both sides of the 
incident were engaged 
in a gun battle.”

Upon arrival, deputies 
located two shooting 
victims — CJ Jones, 18, 
of Chillicothe, who was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene, and his 17-year-
old brother, who was 
treated for a leg wound 
by Blanchester EMS 
before being flown to 
Miami Valley Hospital in 
Dayton.

The second suspect, 
Ravae Cook, 24, of 
Wilmington, also faces 
11 charges, including 
three counts of alleged 
murder.
Reach John Hamilton at 937-382-
2574
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Shooting

going to be the best 
ones to police — in the 
small ‘p’ sense — their 
own community.

“To create security, to 
make sure people are not 
violating the terms of 
agreement as far as like 
keeping the place free 
of drugs and things like 
that — it can’t be outsid-
ers doing that for the 
people there, it’s got to 
come from the inside,” 
added Claiborne.

Tiny homes are gener-
ally classified as struc-
tures under 600 square 
feet, but the average size 
of a tiny house for sale is 
225 square feet, accord-
ing to a 2021 survey.

The “face of homeless-
ness” has changed in his 
community from 20 or 
25 years ago, Claiborne 
said. The opioid crisis 
has really impacted a 
large percentage of what 
that looks like, Clai-
borne continued, as have 
mental health issues.

“It’s different from the 
mom and two kids who 
can’t find housing,” he 
said.

In Philadelphia there’s 
a coalition around 
affordable housing, and 
there’s been collabora-
tion with some policy 
makers.

There were some con-
scientious developers 
who led the way — folks 
who said they were mak-
ing a lot of money out of 
flipping houses — and 
now 2 percent of the 
profits of houses that are 
flipped goes entirely for 
affordable housing, he 
said.

Also, there’s a bulk 
package license for 
landlords who own more 
than 10 rental proper-
ties, he said. They have 
a different financial 
obligation, “more of a 
responsibility,” said Clai-
borne.

On a personal level, 
this “Red Letter Chris-
tian” suggests saying ‘hi’ 
to homeless individuals 
on the street, “to try to 
show love and attention 
and care even though 
that can get compli-
cated,” hoping in the 
process to sometimes 
develop some trust and 
relationship. The phrase 
Red Letter Christian 
refers to how in many 
copies of the Bible, 
Jesus’ words and thus 
teachings are printed in 
red lettering and other 
passages are in black.

The Meet-and-Greet 
audience included Faith 
Lutheran Church Pastor 
Joel Richter who is chair 
of the Clinton County 
Coalition on Homeless-
ness, and Denise Stryker 
who is director of the 
Clinton County Home-
less Shelter.

Stryker said each per-
son who comes through 
the shelter’s doorway 
has “a unique story as to 
why they’re there.”

Reach Gary Huffenberger at 937-
556-5768.

Implement hand-
washing to prevent 
spread of germs.

Non-critical: Exte-
rior door of kitchen 
not fully closed. 
Bottom may need 
repair. Food handler 
not wearing a hair 
restraint. Lid miss-
ing on trash can in 
bathroom. Table in 
walk-in cooler has 
black/white (mold-
like) residues on 
legs. Floor in kitchen 
near walk-in freezer 
has black residue 
(mold-like) residues. 
Observed condensa-
tion accumulation. 
Floor fan has dust 
accumulations. Resi-
dues observed on 
floor mat in front of 
3-sink.

• Dairy Queen, 59 Gano 
Road, Wilmington, Sept. 
14.

Non-critical: Dust 
and black residues 
observed on fan cov-
ers in walk-in cooler.

The grandfather-grandson duo 
also has a podcast called Pastor 
Pap’s Podcast. It’s available 
wherever listeners get their 
podcasts.
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Eateries

By John Hamilton
jhamilton@wnewsj.com 

WILMINGTON — A jury trial 
has been delayed for the suspect 
in a deadly car accident, due to 
sudden medical issue.

On Thursday, Clinton County 
Common Pleas Judge John “Tim” 
Rudduck delayed the upcoming 
two-day trial for Thomas Watkins 
until further notice due to uncer-
tainty following a medical emer-
gency for the suspect.

According to court documents, 
a relative of Watkins advised 
defense counsel Amanda Waech-
ter that he’s being treated at Clin-
ton Memorial Hospital.

Rudduck decided not to revoke 
the bond despite Watkins failing 
to appear. However, Rudduck 
did direct the Clerk of Courts to 
issue an arrest order (a capias) 
on Watkins.

“(Watkins) is to be brought 
before the court to show cause 
why he failed to appear,” court 
documents state. “No new supple-
mental bond is established until 
defendant is apprehended.”

Watkins, 52, of Blanchester, 
was arraigned in February on 
two counts of alleged aggravated 
vehicular homicide — felony 
1 and 2, respectively; and one 
count of alleged operating a vehi-
cle while under the influence and 
driving under suspension — each 
a misdemeanor 1 charge.

Watkins has pleaded not guilty 
to all charges. The two-day jury 
trial was scheduled to begin 
October 12.

The charges stem from a wreck 
in July that resulted in the death 
of 19-year-old Douglas Ross III of 
Blanchester.

According to the accident 
report from the Ohio State High-

way Patrol, Watkins was driving 
northeast on Shawnee Trace 
Road in Blanchester/Marion 
Township with Ross in the pas-
senger seat. Watkins drove off 
the roadway to the left, struck a 
ditch, and overturned into a soy-
bean field.

Ross was ejected from the 
vehicle and was transported to 
UC Medical Center in Cincinnati 
via CareFlight. Ross died of his 
injuries three days later.

The report describes Watkins 
as having “glassy bloodshot eyes 
and appeared to be impaired” and 
“Watkins had a rigid body pos-
ture and was very fidgety.”

Watkins admitted to using 
meth earlier in the day, according 
to the report. Watkins initially 
said someone else was driving 
but later said he was the operator.

Reach John Hamilton at 937-382-2574

Trial delayed for suspect, Thomas 
Watkins in deadly accident
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