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 Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
25T25TTo:25T25T  Docketing Division 

25T25TFrom:25T25T Thomas Persinger, Rail Project Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc:  PUCO Legal Department 

25T25TDate:25T25T 10-24-2022 

25T25TRe:25T25T PUCO Case No. 22-991-RR-FED- In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of 
Active Warning Devices at the Ashland Railway, Inc. Grade Crossing, DOT# 264-986G at 
CR 1475 in Ashland County, Ohio. 
 

 

On February 11, 2022, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized 
funding for Ashland Railway, Inc. (ASRY) to install lights and gates at CR 1475 (DOT#264-
986G) in Ashland County, Ohio. The crossing was surveyed, on July 20, 2021, and was 
found to warrant the upgrade. The electric utility provider for this crossing is Firelands 
Electric Co-op.  
 
The project will be paid for with federal funds and is actual cost. The plans and estimates 
for the project in the amount of $198,045.41 have been approved. Construction may 
commence at once.  Staff requests a Finding & Order with completion of the project 
in nine months. Staff requests that the following language be incorporated in the Finding 
& Order: 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the UUrailroad will be responsibleUU 
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to: 
 

• Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and 
visible to the roadway user, and 

 
• MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary. 
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UUPlease serve the following parties of recordU:U

 

 

Ashland Railway 
Scott Patsolic 
Manager Training and Safety 
803 N. Main Street 
Mansfield, OH 44902 
 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Alan Bell 
Manager, Grade Crossing Programs 
1980 West Broad Street 
Mail Stop #3140 
Columbus, OH 43223 
 
Edward J. Meixner 
Ashland County Engineer 
1511 Cleveland Avenue 

              Ashland, OH  44805 
  

Firelands Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
103 Industrial Drive 
New London, OH 44851 

  

  

 



 

 

 OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 
 
TO:  John Williams, Transportation Director, PUCO 
 
FROM: Allen Bell, Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
   
BY:  James Tucker, Project Manager, ORDC          
 
SUBJECT: Ashland County, County Road 1475. Ashland Railway 
                        DOT #264-986G, PID 115872 
 
DATE: October 13, 2022   
  
 
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) established a diagnostic survey at the subject 
location on July 20, 2021. The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) attended the 
review. The Diagnostic Team recommended the improvement of warning devices to flashing 
lights and roadway gates. Copies of the diagnostic review form and plan and estimate are 
attached 
 
PE has already been provided by the railroad. ORDC approves the site plans and estimates as 
provided. Please issue a construction-only order for the project outlined above for nine months. 
This construction authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that any field 
work needs prior approval before the work begins.  This authorization is made with the 
stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or 
activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project 
audit. 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices will be 
completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible for this work.  This 
work includes, but is not limited to: 

 any ancillary work to make warning devices function as designed and visible to the 
roadway user, and  

 MUTCD compliance – including minor roadway work if necessary. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
 
Attachment:   Diagnostic Review 
                        PE Authorization 
  Plan & Estimate 
                        Letter Agreement  
 
c:   Jill Henry, Rail Division Chief, PUCO 
            Thomas Persinger, Rail Specialist, PUCO 
            Heather Hamilton, ORDC 
  



 

 

October 17, 2022 

 
Mr. Scott Patsolic 

Ashland Railway 

Manager Training and Safety 

803 N. Main Street 

Mansfield, OH 44902 

 

RE:  Grade Crossing Warning Device Improvements 

         Ashland County, CR1475, DOT# 264-986G, PID# 115872 

 

Dear Mr. Patsolic:  

 

The bid process for the referenced project has been reviewed and is acceptable. Ashland Railway 

(ASRY) may proceed with the construction of the proposed grade crossing warning system in 

accordance with the abbreviated plan. This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding 

that the approved estimate may contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be 

ineligible for federal participation during the project audit.  Reimbursement of eligible actual cost is 

limited to $198,045.41.  Additional costs must be approved in writing by the Ohio Rail Development 

Commission (ORDC) prior to being incurred.  Emergency verbal authorizations by ORDC may be 

permitted but must be confirmed in writing within ten (10) business days of the verbal approval. 

 

This authorization is contingent upon ASRY accepting the following instructions: 

 

1. ASRY’s project foreman will furnish written notification five (5) working days prior to the date 

work will start at the project site to James Tucker, ORDC, email, james.tucker@dot.ohio.gov  

and to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, email thomas.persinger@puco.ohio.gov   

ASRY’s project foreman will also notify the same of any stops and re-starts of the work activity 

and of the date work was completed for the project. 

 

2. ASRY will arrange for utilities to be located at the project site by the Ohio Utilities Protection 

Service (OUPS) prior to any construction activities at the site.  Utilities that are not participating 

members of the service must be contacted directly by ASRY.  

 

3. ASRY’s project foremen will notify James Tucker at 614-398-6897 (telephone) or 

james.tucker@dot.ohio.gov  (email) of any changes in the scope of work, cost overruns, material 

changes, etc. which are not included in the approved plan and estimate and secure approval of 

same before the work is performed. 

 

mailto:james.tucker@dot.ohio.gov
mailto:thomas.persinger@puco.ohio.gov
mailto:james.tucker@dot.ohio.gov


 

 

4. Open cut of roadways is not permitted except in unusual circumstances and must be coordinated 

with the local highway authority and preapproved by ORDC. 

 

5. ASRY shall send copies of each partial bill to ORDC.Invoice@dot.ohio.gov.  Please find the 

enclosed ODOT Purchase Order to reference when billing. 

 

 

6. ASRY will furnish two (2) copies of the final all-inclusive bill to ORDC stating the exact dates 

of starting and completing work, the initial and final dates of construction and location where the 

accounts may be audited. 

 

7. This installation will include any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as 

designed and meet MUTCD. 

 

Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Project Manager 

 

Attachment: ODOT P.O. 

 

C: John Williams, Director, Transportation Department, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Division Chief, PUCO 

             Tom Persinger, Rail Specialist, PUCO 

            Heather Hamilton, ORDC 
 ORDC (file) 
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Location/Description QTY UNIT Part Number
Beahan Rd
CONTROL SHELTER
HSE 6X6 AL PTMW 1 EA 028633-020X
PROTECTOR SURGE 120/240V W/IND          1 EA 010132-005
SCX-1 CONTROLLER ALSTOM 1 EA 300911-030
ASSY XLC TOP LEVEL                      2 EA 250991-000
ASSY PLUGBOARD XLC                      2 EA 251071-100
PROT AC LINE 230V SP20-3                2 EA 010059-001
RES ADJ WW 15W 1 OHM 5% PNLMT           4 EA 002014-003
ELC 12/40 W/10' LEAD                    2 EA 017258-002-30
ELC 5/5 CHARGER          1 EA
RECORDER ARGUS 1 EA
MONITOR LOW VOLT 10-48VDC/1-150VDC      1 EA 017225-007
ASSY 4 POST TERM BLOCK                  28 EA 203032-000
ASSY AGA-1                              28 EA 202216-001
ASSY AGE-2 HD                           2 EA 202217-001
RELAY COMP, B1                          3 EA 56001-762-02
PLUGBOARD COMPLETE, B1 RELAY MTG KIT    3 EA 59686-005-08
"POST,TERMINAL VOLTAGE TEST 1E POST"    3 EA 42788-001-02
TEST LINK W/PLT & INSUL                 76 EA 032257-002
RLY DPDT 240VAC 10A OCT W/LAMP          2 EA 007192-019
RLY DPDT 12VDC 5A OCT                   1 EA 007192-032
SCKT RLY 8-PIN OCT SCREW PNLMT          3 EA 132246-001
WIRE 14AWG/19 TC EPR/PVC BLU            200 FT 012092-004
WIRE 16AWG/19 TC EPR/PVC BLU            450 FT 012092-002
WIRE 10AWG/19 TC EPR/PVC BLU            450 FT 012092-000
WIRE 6AWG/19THHN BLK                    120 FT 012253-000
WIRE 6AWG/19 THHN RED                   120 FT 012253-003
WIRE 6AWG/19 THHN GRN                   20 FT 012253-002
ASSY 2WAY TERM BLK W/AAR HARD           8 EA 202810-000
ASSY TERM STRIP DBL POST 12             8 EA 250094-300
ASSY SINGLE ROW TERM 12 POST            1 EA 250084-212
NUT INSULATED HARMON                    24 EA 013986-000
LIGHT POWER OFF LED W/WAGO CON          2 EA 023180-100
PLATE MOUNTING VELCORP PO LT            1 EA 123933-100
GROUND POST, 5/16                       1 EA 58277-000-01
OOS LABEL 1 EA 125371-99X
KIT SM PRTS/TAGS GENERIC 1 EA 180394-SPT6
LABEL RK PNL-MAINTAINER TST SW          1 EA 125372-000
LABEL, DANGER 240 V, 1.75 X 2.          1 Each SQS109

FIELD MATERIAL
CABLE UG 7 COND #6 AWG SOLID            325 FT 1077-02
CABLE UG 7 COND #14 AWG SOLID            325 FT 1080-02
WIRE UG TRK #6 AWG DUPLEX               325 FT 1094-02
TAPE MARKER BURIED RR CABLE             1 Roll 029989-000
FOUND SIGNAL 60"DEPTH 11 11/16          2 EA 1322-01 
BATT ELM240 1 CELL                   13 EA
BATT ELM 160. 1 CELL                   2 EA
SIGNAL GATE WESTERN CULLEN 3593E 2 EA
BELL ELECTRONIC 2 EA



WIRE #6 SOFT BARE COPPER                40 FT 1436-01
ROD 5/8 X 8 NS GRD ***                  4 EA 1357-01
CLAMP GROUND FOR 5/8 ROD                4 EA 1359-01
BOND STRAND 8-STR 3/16" TINNED          120 FT 4133-01
BOOTLEG BOND W/COUPLER KIT              12 EA 3522-01
TAPE ELECTRICAL 3M #33+ 3/4"            3 EA 1190-01
TAPE ELECTRICAL 3M #130-C               3 EA 1321-01
COMPOUND INSULATING ELECTRIC            1 EA 4123-01
HOSE RUBBER 3/4"                        50 FT 005360-015
STAPLE GROUND WIRE 1-1/16"X3"           12 EA 113005-000
STAPLE COPPERWELD 3/8 X 1-3/4           75 EA 1148-01
GREASE RUST PREVENTIVE NO OXID          1 EA 1906-01
SLEEVE NICO 3/16"-#6 AWG REDUC          4 EA 1145-01
CLIP TRACK WIRE RETAINER                12 EA 1118-01
COMPOUND DUCT SEAL 5 LB PLUG            3 EA 1179-01
PADLOCK SIGNAL CASE                     2 EA 013043-000
Field Cable Tag Kit 1 EA FIELD-TAG2
TRAY BATTERY 12 X 27"                   4 EA 7438-01
WRENCH                                  1 EA 55393-003-01
WRENCH AAR TERMINAL                     1 EA 095905-000
24" CULVERT PIPE WITH CONNECTION 20 FT
PRE-CAST CONCRETE HEADWALL 1 EA
STONE FILL 30 TN



 

 

February 11, 2022 

 
 

Mr. Scott Patsolic 

Ashland Railway 

Manager Training and Safety 
803 N. Main Street 

Mansfield, OH 44902 

 
 

RE:    Grade Crossing Warning Device Improvements 

          Ashland County, County Road 1475, DOT# 264-986G, PID# 115872. 
  

Dear Mr. Patsolic: 

  

A diagnostic review was held at the above grade crossing on July 20, 2021. As a result of the review, 
the crossing will be upgraded to flashing lights and roadway gates. 

 

Ashland Railway (ASRY) is authorized to proceed with the site plans and cost estimates (PE) or bid package for 
this project. This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that any field work needs prior 

approval before work begins. This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that an approved 

estimate may contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit.  

 

The diagnostic review form is attached.  Please note any recommendations (page 7), if any, made by the team 

regarding requirements for this location.  Any minor roadway work necessary for MUTCD compliance should be 
incorporated into the PE and such costs will flow through the railroad reimbursement process. 

 

The Project Manager for this project is James Tucker. James can be reached at (614) 398-6897, or 
james.tucker@dot.ohio.gov, if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Project Manager 

 

C: John Williams, Director, Transportation Department, PUCO 

 Jill Henry, Rail Division Chief, PUCO 
 Heather Hamilton, ORDC 

 ORDC (file) 



Mike DeWine, Governor 
Jenifer French, Chair 

180 East Broad Street (614) 466-3016
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 www.PUCO.ohio.gov 

An equal opportunity employer and service provider

Commissioners 

M. Beth Trombold
Lawrence K. Friedeman 

Dennis P. Deters 
Daniel R. Conway 

December 13, 2021 

Mr. Scott Patsolic 
Ashland Railway 
Manager Training & Safety 
803 N Main Street 
Mansfield, OH  44902 

Re: Ashland County, CR 1475, DOT#264-986G, 
hereinafter referred to as the “Project” 

Dear Mr. Patsolic: 

     The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) has identified and the Ohio Rail Development 
Commission (ORDC) surveyed, on July 20, 2021, the above mentioned grade crossing for warning 
device upgrades. The location has been approved for flashing lights and roadway gates.  

    The Project shall comply with Agreement No. 00034, dated January 27, 2004, entered into by the 
State of Ohio and Ashland Railway, Inc. (“RAILROAD”). Furthermore, the RAILROAD shall comply 
with all applicable state and federal laws governing grade crossing safety programs. 

Reimbursable costs will be limited by ORDC based upon approved estimates and bid tabulations, if 
applicable. These limits will be quantified by the ORDC in its construction authorization to the 
RAILROAD and may be amended by the ORDC based upon revised estimates and bid tabulations. 
Additional costs must be approved in writing by the ORDC prior to being incurred. Emergency verbal 
authorizations by ORDC may be permitted but must be confirmed in writing within ten (10) business 
days of the verbal approval. 

      The RAILROAD shall complete plans and estimates for the Project within ninety (90) days after 
the RAILROAD is notified of authorization to proceed unless otherwise agreed by ORDC/PUCO and 
the RAILROAD. 

       The RAILROAD shall not commence construction prior to PUCO’s Order and ORDC’s 
construction authorization. The RAILROAD shall provide written notification of the construction start 
date to PUCO and ORDC no later than five (5) business days prior to such date. 



Page 2 of 2 
CR 1475 
Ashland County 
Ashland Railway 

Please indicate your acceptance of the terms and conditions of this Letter of Agreement by 
signing and returning one (1) copy to Ms. Jill Henry, Chief, Rail Division, Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio, 180 E. Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 or by email to jill.henry@puco.ohio.gov . 

Sincerely, 

John D. Williams 
Director, Transportation 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 

Ashland Railway, Inc. 
Matthew Dietrich 

By    ____________________ Executive Director 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 

Title ____________________ 

Date ____________________ Date_________________________   1/4/2022

mailto:jill.henry@puco.ohio.gov
























This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on

10/24/2022 11:23:48 AM

in

Case No(s). 22-0991-RR-FED

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of Active
Warning Devices at the Ashland Railway, Inc. Grade Crossing, DOT# 264-986G at
CR 1475 in Ashland County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mr. Thomas Persinger on
behalf of PUCO/Rail Division
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