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October 18, 2022 
 
Ms. Tanowa Troupe, Secretary  
Ohio Power Siting Board 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
 
RE:     In the Matter of the Groves Road - Shannon 138kV Transmission Line Project 
            Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX   
            Proof of Compliance with O.A.C. 4906-6-07 and 4906-6-08 
 
Dear Ms. Troupe: 
  
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. hereby files this proof of compliance with the 
notice requirements set forth in Rules 4906-6-07 and 4906-6-08 of the Ohio Administrative 
Code for the above-referenced project applications: 
 
1. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-07(A), AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 

shipped Notification Letters to public officials on October 11, 2022, via USPS First Class 
Mail.  

 
2. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-06-08(B).  AEP Transmission Company, Inc.            
       Notification Letters describing the project to each property owner and affected  
       tenant via USPS First Class Mail on October 11, 2013.  The letter met all the    
       requirements of this rule.   
 
3. In accordance with O.A.C. 4906-6-08(A), AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.    
     published public notices of the Letter of Notification in the Columbus Dispatch      
     in the project’s area on October 11, 2022.  
 
 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Hector Garcia-Santana   
Hector Garcia (0084517) 
Counsel for AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. 
 
cc: Jon Pawley 
 

Hector Garcia-Santana 
Senior Counsel – 
Regulatory Services 
(614) 716-3410 (P) 
hgarcia1@aep.com 
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RICHMOND, Vt. – Residents of a
small community in Vermont were
blindsided last month by news that one
offi�cial in their water department quiet-
ly lowered fl�uoride levels nearly four
years ago, giving rise to worries about
their children’s dental health and trans-
parent government – and highlighting
the enduring misinformation around
water fl�uoridation.

Katie Mather, who lives in Richmond,
a town of about 4,100 in northwestern
Vermont, said at a water commission
meeting this week that her dentist re-
cently found her two kids’ fi�rst cavities.
She acknowledged they eat a lot of sug-
ar, but noted that her dentist recom-
mended against supplemental fl�uoride
because the town’s water should be do-
ing the trick.

Her dentist “was operating and mak-
ing professional recommendations
based on state standards we all as-
sumed were being met, which they were
not,” Mather said. “It’s the fact that we
didn’t have the opportunity to give our
informed consent that gets to me.”

The addition of fl�uoride to public
drinking water systems has been rou-
tine in communities across the United
States since the 1940s and 1950s but still
doesn’t sit well with some people, and
many countries don’t fl�uoridate water
for various reasons, including feasibil-
ity.

Critics argue that the health eff�ects of
fl�uoride aren’t fully known and that its
addition to municipal water can amount
to an unwanted medication; some com-
munities in recent years have ended the
practice. In 2015, the U.S. government
lowered its recommended amount in
drinking water after some children got
too much of it, causing white splotches
on their teeth.

While such splotches are primarily a
cosmetic problem, the American Dental
Association notes on its website that
fl�uoride – along with life-giving sub-
stances including salt, iron and oxygen

– can be toxic in large doses.
But in the recommended amounts,

fl�uoride in water decreases cavities or
tooth decay by about 25%, according to
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which reported in 2018 that
73% of the U.S. population was served
by water systems with adequate fl�uo-
ride to protect teeth. So for some people
in Richmond, it was a shock to hear their
water wasn’t meeting the standard.

Kendall Chamberlin, Richmond’s wa-
ter and wastewater superintendent,
told the Water and Sewer Commission
in September that he reduced the fl�uo-
ride level because of his concerns about
changes to its sourcing and the recom-
mended levels.

He said he worries about quality con-
trol in the fl�uoride used in U.S. drinking
systems because it comes from China –
an assertion that echoes unfounded re-
ports about Chinese fl�uoride that have
circulated online in recent years.

And, he said, he doesn’t think the
state’s recommended level of fl�uoride is
warranted right now.

“My duty is to take reasonable care
and judgment for the protection of pub-
lic health, safety and the environment
of my customers,” he said, adding that
“to err on the side of caution is not a bad

The mineral was fi�rst added to public
water in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in
1945. Now it’s commonplace, although
more prevalent in some states than oth-
ers; Oregon, New Jersey and Hawaii
have the lowest percentage of residents
with fl�uoridated water, according to the
United Health Foundation.

Fluoride is also added to toothpaste
and other topical products and is in
some foods.

In sparsely populated and largely ru-
ral Vermont, 29 of the 465 public water
systems voluntarily fl�uoridate, and just
over half of residents served by a public
system get fl�uoridated water, according
to the Vermont Department of Health.
The state’s standard level is based on
federal recommendations.

Towns that fl�uoridate must maintain
levels within the state’s recommenda-
tions and submit monthly reports to the
state Health Department.

The state’s former fl�uoride program
manager, who retired in 2019, had tried
working with Chamberlin and his team
in Richmond, “and things would im-
prove for a while, but drop back down
again,” Robin Miller, the director of the
Offi�ce of Oral Health, wrote in an email
to the AP.

Miller said she didn’t realize the
town’s fl�uoride number had been con-
sistently low for so long until March this
year. After a site visit by the state in
April, the levels did not improve, so Mil-
ler contacted the Richmond town man-
ager in June, who requested she attend
the meeting in September, she said.

At the second meeting Monday, the
one at which Katie Mather raised con-
cerns about her children’s teeth, Cham-
berlin – who doesn’t live in town and ap-
peared online – read a statement of
apology.

“Words cannot express how sorry I
am for causing this controversy,” he
said. “Believe me when I say I have al-
ways only had good intentions based on
a misunderstanding. I promise I will
make sure nothing like this ever hap-
pens again.”

The commission voted to return the
water to full fl�uoridation. It’s not clear
whether anyone could face professional
repercussions; personnel issues were
discussed in a closed session.

position to be in.”
Chamberlin did not respond to an As-

sociated Press email seeking comment.
Two of the three fl�uoride additives

U.S. water systems can use do, in fact,
come from China because they have no
domestic manufacturers, but all are
subject to stringent standards, testing
and certifi�cation to ensure safety, CDC
spokesperson Tracy Boehmer said in an
email. Spokespeople for the Vermont
Department of Health concurred that all
additives must meet those national
standards.

Chamberlin’s decision fl�abbergasted
residents and doctors.

“For a single person to unilaterally
make the decision that this public
health benefi�t might not be warranted is
inappropriate. I think it’s outrageous,”
retired Dr. Allen Knowles said at the
Sept. 19 meeting. He said he has an 8-
month-old granddaughter he thought
was getting adequately fl�uoridated wa-
ter.

“Fluoride, again, is one of the most
successful and important public health
measures that has ever been underta-
ken in this country,” Knowles said. 

Most water naturally contains some
fl�uoride, but typically not enough to
prevent cavities.

Town quietly lowered fl�uoride level
CDC promotes addition;
Critics question safety 

Lisa Rathke 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

A truck rolls through downtown Wednesday in Richmond, Vt. A town employee is
under fi�re for lowering the fluoride level in the drinking water. WILSON RING/AP

NOTICE OF PROPOSED MAJOR UTILITY FACILITY
AEP Ohio representatives plan to upgrade the electric transmission network serving 
customers in southeast Columbus and Groveport.

The Groves Road - Shannon 138 kV Transmission Line project involves building 
approximately 3-5 miles of power line between Groves Road and Shannon 
substations, depending on the route selected. The upgrade makes up part of the 
Southeast Columbus Area Improvements Project. The project strengthens the local 
electric transmission system by replacing wood and steel structures from the 1950s 
with modern equipment. The improvements improve operational performance, 
reduce the likelihood of extended power outages and speed recover of service when 
outages occur.

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, (AEP Ohio) filed its application for this project 
component with the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) under Case No. 
21-0199-EL-BTX. This number should be included in all communications regarding 
this project. The application to construct, operate and maintain this facility awaits 
OPSB review.

The public hearing process in this case shall consist of two parts, a local public 
hearing where the OPSB accepts written or oral testimony from any person and a 
adjudicatory hearing. The local public hearing will be conducted at Ohio History 
Connection offices and the public will be given an opportunity to comment on the 
proposed facility.

(1) A local public hearing, where the OPSB will accept written or oral testimony 
from any person on Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. will be held at Ohio 
History Connection located at 800 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211.

(2)An adjudicatory hearing commencing on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 
10:00 am. will be held in hearing room 11-D at the offices of the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio located at 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793.

The accompanying map depicts the proposed preferred and alternate routes for this 
project. It should be noted that due to the reduced scale and limited detail, this map 
should be used only as a general guide.

This is the second notice regarding the hearing dates for this project. The first notice 
was mailed to residents, landowners and public officials on August 24, 2022.

To ask a question or make a comment about the project, please call 380-205-5046 or 
send an email inquiry to jkdemaree@aep.com. Mail inquiries may be sent to the 
following address:

AEP Ohio
Attention: Joe Demaree
8500 Smiths Mill Road
New Albany, Ohio 43054
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AEP Ohio 
8500 Smiths Mill Road 
New Albany, OH 43054 
 
 

October 13, 2022 
«OFFICE» 
«ATTENTION» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP» 
 
RE:  Notice of Local Public Hearing for a Proposed Major Utility Facility 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company 
Southeast Columbus Area Improvements Project 
Project Component Filed As: Groves Road-Shannon 138 kV Transmission Line Project 
Ohio Power Siting Board Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX 

 
Dear Property Owner or Resident, 
 
You are receiving this letter because we wanted to update you about a proposed electric transmission 
line project in your area. 
 
The Southeast Columbus Area Improvements Project involves: 

• Building approximately 5 miles of 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line between Groves Road and 
Shannon substations 

• Rebuilding approximately 2 miles of 138-kV transmission line between Astor Substation and an 
existing power line off Brice Road 

• Rebuilding approximately 4.5 miles of 138-kV transmission line between Bixby and Shannon 
substations 

• Expanding Shannon Substation near the intersection of Shannon Road and Brice Road 
 
We wanted to let you know that public hearings are scheduled for the proposed power line route between 
Shannon and Groves Road substations. The public hearing consists of two parts, a local public hearing 
and an adjudicatory hearing. 
 

(1) A local public hearing, where the Board will accept written or oral testimony from any person on 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

(2) An adjudicatory hearing commencing on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., in 
Hearing Room 11-D at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad 
Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 

 
See details on the upcoming hearings below. 
 

Event Date/Time Location 
Local public hearing 6 p.m. Tuesday, October 18, 2022 Ohio History Connection 

800 East 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Adjudicatory hearing 10 a.m. Wednesday, November 16, 2022 Offices of the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 
Hearing Room 11-D 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, (AEP Ohio) filed its application for this project component with the 
OPSB under Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX. The application to construct, operate and maintain this facility 
awaits OPSB review. 



 
Petitions to intervene in the adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by the Board up to 30 days following 
service of the notice required by Ohio Administrative Code 4906-3-09. However, the Board strongly 
encourages interested persons who wish to intervene in the adjudicatory hearing to file their petitions as 
soon as possible. Petitions should be addressed to: Docketing Division, the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 
East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 with a reference to Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX. 
 
This is the second notice regarding the hearing dates for this project. The first notice was mailed to 
residents, landowners and public officials on August 24, 2022. 
 
Copies of the application, including specific details about the location and construction of the project, are 
available for public inspection at the: 
 

• Columbus Metropolitan Library – Main Branch, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43215 
• Columbus Metropolitan Library – Southeast Branch, 3980 S. Hamilton Road, Groveport, Ohio 43125 
• OPSB, 180 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43215-3793, (866) 270-6772 
• OPSB’s website at http://opsb.ohio.gov. Search under current cases for Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX. 
• Instructions for electronic or hard copy versions of the application are available at  
   www.AEPOhio.com/SoutheastColumbus.  

 
The following local city and county government officials have been served with a copy of the application 
as required by OPSB regulations: 
  

• Franklin County Board of Commissioners 
• Franklin County Engineer 
• Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation District 
• City of Columbus 
• City of Groveport 
• Madison Township 
• Truro Township 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Joe Demaree 
Project Outreach Specialist, AEP Ohio 
380-205-5046 
jkdemaree@aep.com 
 
 
cc: Adam Clark, Project Manager 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 

  
  

 
AEP Ohio 
8500 Smiths Mill Road 
New Albany, OH 43054 
 
 

October 13, 2022 
 
«OFFICE» 
«ATTENTION» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY», «STATE» «ZIP» 
 
RE:  Notice of Local Public Hearing for a Proposed Major Utility Facility 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company 
Southeast Columbus Area Improvements Project 
Project Component Filed As: Groves Road-Shannon 138 kV Transmission Line Project 
Ohio Power Siting Board Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX 

 
Dear «ATTENTION», 
 
You are receiving this letter because we wanted to update you about a proposed electric transmission 
line project in your area. 
 
The Southeast Columbus Area Improvements Project involves: 

• Building approximately 5 miles of 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line between Groves Road and 
Shannon substations 

• Rebuilding approximately 2 miles of 138-kV transmission line between Astor Substation and an 
existing power line off Brice Road 

• Rebuilding approximately 4.5 miles of 138-kV transmission line between Bixby and Shannon 
substations 

• Expanding Shannon Substation near the intersection of Shannon Road and Brice Road 
 
We wanted to let you know that public hearings are scheduled for the proposed power line route between 
Shannon and Groves Road substations. The public hearing consists of two parts, a local public hearing 
and an adjudicatory hearing. 
 

(1) A local public hearing, where the Board will accept written or oral testimony from any person on 
Tuesday, October 18, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

(2) An adjudicatory hearing commencing on Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., in 
Hearing Room 11-D at the offices of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad 
Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 

 
See details on the upcoming hearings below. 
 

Event Date/Time Location 
Local public hearing 6 p.m. Tuesday, October 18, 2022 Ohio History Connection 

800 East 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Adjudicatory hearing 10 a.m. Wednesday, November 16, 2022 Offices of the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 
Hearing Room 11-D 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 



AEP Ohio Transmission Company, (AEP Ohio) filed its application for this project component with the 
OPSB under Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX. The application to construct, operate and maintain this facility 
awaits OPSB review. 
 
Petitions to intervene in the adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by the Board up to 30 days following 
service of the notice required by Ohio Administrative Code 4906-3-09. However, the Board strongly 
encourages interested persons who wish to intervene in the adjudicatory hearing to file their petitions as 
soon as possible. Petitions should be addressed to: Docketing Division, the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 
East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 with a reference to Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX. 
 
This is the second notice regarding the hearing dates for this project. The first notice was mailed to 
residents, landowners and public officials on August 24, 2022. 
 
Copies of the application, including specific details about the location and construction of the project, are 
available for public inspection at the: 
 

• Columbus Metropolitan Library – Main Branch, 96 S. Grant Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43215 
• Columbus Metropolitan Library – Southeast Branch, 3980 S. Hamilton Road, Groveport, Ohio 43125 
• OPSB, 180 E. Broad St., Columbus, Ohio, 43215-3793, (866) 270-6772 
• OPSB’s website at http://opsb.ohio.gov. Search under current cases for Case No. 21-0199-EL-BTX. 
• Instructions for electronic or hard copy versions of the application are available at  
   www.AEPOhio.com/SoutheastColumbus.  

 
The following local city and county government officials have been served with a copy of the application 
as required by OPSB regulations: 
  

• Franklin County Board of Commissioners 
• Franklin County Engineer 
• Franklin County Soil & Water Conservation District 
• City of Columbus 
• City of Groveport 
• Madison Township 
• Truro Township 

 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Joe Demaree 
Project Outreach Specialist, AEP Ohio 
380-205-5046 
jkdemaree@aep.com 
 
 
 
cc: Adam Clark, Project Manager 
 

 
 
 
 



 



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on

10/18/2022 11:42:31 AM

in

Case No(s). 21-0199-EL-BTX

Summary: Correspondence Proof of Compliance electronically filed by Hector
Garcia-Santana on behalf of AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc.
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