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1                      Tuesday Morning Session,

2                      September 20, 2022.

3                      - - -

4             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  The Public 

5 Utilities Commission of Ohio has set for hearing 

6 at this time and place Case No. 22-216-GA-GCR, 

7 et al., which is the consolidated case involving 

8 the review of the Purchased Gas Adjustment 

9 Clause, the Uncollectible Expense Rider, and the 

10 Percentage of Income Payment Plan Rider for 

11 Suburban Natural Gas Company.

12             My name is Jacky St. John and I am 

13 the Attorney Examiner assigned by the Commission 

14 to hear this case.  At this time we will take 

15 appearances of the parties.  First starting with 

16 the Company.  

17             MS. BOJKO:  Thank you, your Honor.  

18 On behalf of the Suburban Natural Gas Company, 

19 Kimberly W. Bojko with the law firm Carpenter 

20 Lipps & Leland, 280 North High Street, Suite 

21 1300, Columbus, Ohio 43215.

22             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  And on behalf of 

23 the Staff.  

24             MR. EUBANKS:  On behalf of Staff, 

25 Robert Eubanks, the Attorney General's Office, 
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1 30 East Broad Street, 26th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 

2 43215.

3             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Thank you both.  

4 I will also note for the record that there are 

5 no members of the general public present with us 

6 in this hearing today. 

7             I will note that there is a 

8 stipulation that was filed in this case and at 

9 this time I will go ahead and turn things over 

10 to the Company.  

11             MS. BOJKO:  Thank you, Your Honor.  

12 Yes, as you noted Staff and Suburban Natural Gas 

13 Company have entered into a Joint Stipulation 

14 and Recommendation.  We would like that marked 

15 as Joint Exhibit 1.

16             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  That will be so 

17 marked.

18             (EXHIBIT MARKED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

19 IDENTIFICATION)            

20             MS. BOJKO:  Thank you.  Also, your 

21 Honor, at this time I would like to mark as 

22 Suburban Exhibit 1 the actual adjustment 

23 calculation.  

24            ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  That will be 

25 marked.  
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1             (EXHIBIT HEREBY MARKED FOR 

2 IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES) 

3             MS. BOJKO:  And as Suburban Exhibit 

4 2 the Proofs of Publication that were filed in 

5 this proceeding.

6             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  That will be 

7 marked as well.

8             (EXHIBIT MARKED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

9 IDENTIFICATION)            

10             MS. BOJKO:  Thank you, your Honor.  

11 At this time Staff I believe has some exhibits 

12 to mark as well.  

13             MR. EUBANKS:  Yes, your Honor.   I 

14 would like to mark as Staff's Exhibit 1 the 

15 Staff Report that was filed in Case No. 22-216.

16             As Staff's Exhibit 2 the Staff 

17 Report that was filed in 22-316.

18             And as Staff's Exhibit 3 Staff 

19 Report that was filed in 22-416.

20             All of these exhibits have been 

21 attached as a part of this Stipulation as well.

22             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Okay.  So it 

23 looks like the GCR audit would be Staff Exhibit 

24 1, the UEX audit Staff Exhibit 2, and the PIP 

25 audit Staff Exhibit 3.  Is that right?
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1             MR. EUBANKS:  That's correct.

2             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Okay.  Those 

3 will be so marked.

4             (EXHIBITS MARKED FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

5 IDENTIFICATION)            

6             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  All right.      

7             MR. EUBANKS:  And with that, your 

8 Honor, I would like to call to the stand Tornain 

9 Matthews.  

10             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  All right.  

11             (WITNESS SWORN) 

12                      - - -            

13                 TORNAIN MATTHEWS

14 called as a witness, being first duly sworn, 

15 testified as follows:

16               DIRECT EXAMINATION

17 By Mr. Eubanks:

18        Q.   Good morning.  Could you state your 

19 name and spell it for the record?

20        A.   Yes.  It's Tornain Matthews.  First 

21 name is spelled T-O-R-N-A-I-N.  Last name 

22 M-A-T-T-H-E-W-S.  

23        Q.   And could you briefly give us your 

24 educational background?

25        A.   Yes.  I have an Associate Degree 
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1 from Columbus State.  And I have also taken 

2 various regulatory classes sponsored by 

3 the Commission.

4        Q.   And your current position with the 

5 Commission?

6        A.   Yes.  I am a Utility Specialist 2. 

7        Q.   And your duties?

8        A.   My duties are to conduct financial 

9 audits in the Gas Cost Recovery Mechanism, both 

10 the UEX, the Uncollectible Expense Mechanism, 

11 Percentage of Income Payment Plan Rider.

12             Assign sections of rate case 

13 proceedings as well as other financial audits as 

14 assigning.

15        Q.   How long have you been performing 

16 those duties?

17        A.   Those duties I have been performing 

18 since 2010.  The GCR, I have been conducting GCR 

19 audits since 2015.

20        Q.   Okay.  Do you have any roundabout 

21 number of company GCR reviews you have done?     

22        A.   Roughly 30.

23        Q.   And uncollectible expense rider 

24 reviews?

25        A.   Probably about 15 of those so far.  
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1 And for PIP audits as well.   We have a team 

2 that kind of does the whole -- all three.   But, 

3 generally I focus mainly on GCR.

4        Q.   Was there a GCR review done in Case 

5 22-216?

6        A.   Yes, there was.

7        Q.   And was an Uncollectible Expense 

8 Rider review done in 22-316?

9        A.   Yes.

10        Q.   And a Percentage of Income Payment 

11 Plan review done in 22-416?

12        A.   Yes, there was.

13        Q.   And Staff Reports filed on those?

14        A.   Yes.

15        Q.   Okay.  And those would be the Staff 

16 Reports that have been marked as Staff Exhibit 

17 1, 2 and 3?

18        A.   Yes, sir.

19        Q.   Was there a stipulation reached in 

20 this matter?

21        A.   Yes, there was.

22        Q.   I should say in all three matters;  

23 22-216, 22-316 and 22-416?

24        A.   Yes, sir.

25        Q.   How are you familiar with the 
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1 stipulation?

2        A.   I was part of the discussions 

3 between Staff and Company that resulted in the 

4 stipulation.

5        Q.   And you would have also been a part 

6 of the reviews for the Staff Reports as well; 

7 right?

8        A.   Yes.

9        Q.   Okay.  Is the stipulation what was 

10 docketed with the Commission on 9-14-22?

11        A.   Yes.

12        Q.   And is what's been marked as Joint 

13 Exhibit 1?

14        A.   Yes. 

15        Q.   Is the settlement a product of 

16 serious bargaining among capable and 

17 knowledgeable parties?

18        A.   Yes, sir.

19        Q.   Why would you say that?

20        A.   Because I believe between Staff and 

21 Suburban both parties have had many years of 

22 experience conducting these types of 

23 negotiations.

24        Q.   And were they represented by 

25 counsel?



Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

12

1        A.   Yes.

2        Q.   During the negotiations process?

3        A.   Yes.

4        Q.   Do you know what counsel Suburban 

5 was represented by?

6        A.   Yes.  Kimberly Bojko.

7        Q.   Okay.  And is the settlement as a 

8 package, does it benefit ratepayers and 

9 the public interest?

10        A.   Yes, sir.

11        Q.   How so?

12        A.   Well, Staff conducts these audits to 

13 verify the costs incurred by the utility company 

14 in order to provide service to their customers.  

15 But also we verify that those costs are 

16 accurately reflected in rates.

17             When we are doing the audits if we 

18 discover any differences between Staff's 

19 calculations and those of company's we will make 

20 adjustments.

21             In regards to the GCR, or this audit 

22 for Suburban, we did find some minor differences 

23 in which we did make some very minor 

24 adjustments.  In doing that we ensure that the 

25 customers are only paying the costs that should 
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1 be paid and nothing more.

2             The stipulation highlights those 

3 adjustments and agreements between Staff and 

4 Suburban.

5        Q.   When you say highlights, are you 

6 saying that the stipulation adopts the 

7 recommendations in the Staff Report?

8        A.   Yes, sir.

9        Q.   Does the settlement package violate 

10 any important regulatory principles or 

11 practices?

12        A.   No, sir.  I don't believe so.  

13             MR. EUBANKS:  I have no further 

14 questions for the witness.  I would ask that 

15 Staff's Exhibit 1, 2 and 3 be moved into the 

16 record as well as the Joint Exhibit to be moved 

17 into the record.

18             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Okay.  Thank 

19 you.  And, Ms. Bojko, do you have any questions 

20 for the witness?

21             MS. BOJKO:  I do not, your Honor.  

22 Thank you.

23             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Do you have any 

24 objections to the admission of Staff Exhibit 1 

25 through 3 and Joint Exhibit 1?
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1             MS. BOJKO:  I do not, your Honor.

2             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Those four 

3 exhibits will be admitted into the record.

4             (EXHIBITS ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE)

5             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Ms. Bojko, would 

6 you like to move for the admission of Suburban's 

7 Exhibits 1 and 2?

8             MS. BOJKO:  Yes, your Honor.  At 

9 this time I would like to move for the admission 

10 of Suburban Exhibit 1 and Suburban Exhibit 2.    

11             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Thank you.   

12 And, Mr. Eubanks, do you have any objections to 

13 the admission of those two exhibits?

14             MR. EUBANKS:  No objections, your 

15 Honor.

16             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  With that those 

17 two exhibits will be admitted into the record.

18             (EXHIBITS ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE)   

19             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Is there 

20 anything else that the parties would like to 

21 address today before we close out the record?    

22             MS. BOJKO:  No, your Honor.

23             MR. EUBANKS:  No.

24             ATTORNEY EXAMINER:  Thank you 

25 everyone for your participation.  Thank you, Mr. 
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1 Matthews.  Everyone have a nice day.

2             (At 10:15 A.M. the hearing was 

3 concluded)            

4                      - - -
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