
From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: Public Comments 22-122-EL-BN, 20-1679-EL-BGN
Date: Wednesday, September 21, 2022 6:56:02 AM

 
 

From: Melissa Brinkerhoff <mbrinkerhoff87@earthlink.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 9:37 PM
To: Butler, Matthew <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Public Comments re: Pleasant Prairie Solar Energy Project and Transmission Line Case
Number 22-122-EL-BN, 20-1679-EL-BGN
 

September 20, 2022

 

Matt Butler                                                                                                                                              

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio                                                                                     

180 E. Broad St

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Via Email: Matthew.Butler@puc.state.oh.us

 

Pleasant Prairie Solar Energy Project and transmission line, Case Number 22-122-EL-BLN

Pleasant Prairie Solar Energy Center, which is pending before the Board in Case No. 20-1679-EL-BGN,
to American Electric Power’s Cole Road 345-kilovolt substation.
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Bruce T. Vanderhoff MD, Dale B. Martin, Dick Stein, Dorothy Pelanda, Jay Hottinger,

 

My name is Melissa Brinkerhoff and I along with my family reside in Brown Township,
Franklin County Ohio, within the Big Darby Watershed. 

The Pleasant Prairie Solar Farm is being planned within the watershed. Others have
commented and provided much scientific information to this board. I will express my concerns
as an ordinary citizen who cares deeply for this natural world that no one can or will be able to
replace or repair once this type of development occurs. 

The Big and Little Darby Creeks are as designated National and State Scenic Rivers. They are
one of the most biologically diverse aquatic systems in the Midwest. Home to endangered
mussels and rare and endangered fish. 
Both creeks and the 560 -square- mile Darby watershed are one of the 12 Last Great Places of
the Western Hemisphere in need of saving according to The Nature Conservancy in 1991. 
In 2019 American Rivers designated The Big Darby as one of the 10 Most Endangered Rivers in
the United States due to unrelenting urban sprawl , and associated storm water runoff
harming the water quality and the endangered mussels and fish and other aquatic life in the
creek and watershed.
Over six million dollars of tax payers money and decades of efforts have gone into
preserving and protecting the Big Darby and watershed.

Yet after all these designations and efforts, we ordinary citizens must fight literally tooth and
nail every day, every month and every year to preserve and protect the Big Darby and the
watershed from continued development, including the projects such as the Pleasant Prairie
Solar farm. These “farms” while moving us forward toward “greener” energy they are placed
where it is easiest and cheapest for the solar companies to install. It is well documented that
alternate sites, such as commercial roof tops are where it makes the most sense to install solar
panels. See the New York Times article on Big Box Roof top

  City Owned property Solar Panels

Rooftop solar does not increase competition for land or threaten ecosystems.
Keeps agricultural land in food production
Spare fragile ecosystems, Big Darby Creek and watershed

 

The Ohio Power Siting Board mission is to support sound energy policies that provide for the
installation of energy capacity and transmission infrastructure for the benefit of the Ohio
citizens, promoting the state’s economic interests and protecting the environment and land
use.

 

While I do not agree on the location of the proposed Pleasant Prairie Solar Farm, the
transmission line is proposed to be in the area of the McCoy Ditch and Hamilton Run, which
is north of Broad Street.  If the transmission line is placed in this area it will negatively impact
the two streams and wetlands. These stream restorations must be done first, prior to the siting

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2019%2F10%2F07%2Fbusiness%2Fenergy-environment%2Frooftop-solar-panels-retailers.html&data=05%7C01%7Cdocketing%40puco.ohio.gov%7C24b207b877264d65f3a108da9bbfdf20%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637993545623327808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6%2BOaQZVQllbyz0m7X5X5Y30s3hYsEV6mHqPjQH8Kjr8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.c40knowledgehub.org%2Fs%2Farticle%2FHow-to-install-solar-panels-on-city-owned-property-and-lead-by-example%3Flanguage%3Den_US&data=05%7C01%7Cdocketing%40puco.ohio.gov%7C24b207b877264d65f3a108da9bbfdf20%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637993545623327808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tBMG%2Bzf8gLpfffqpGwn0K5hj%2FdQ8RoAD45dQL2if%2Fx4%3D&reserved=0


design of the transmission line in order to better achieve quality stream restorations. There are
very specific and science based reasons to do these first, and I will let others who are scientists
delve into those through their submitted comments 

 

In closing I am requesting the Ohio Power Siting Board consider the Big Darby Creek and
watershed first over economic gain. I am asking the Ohio Power Siting Board to follow the
physicians Hippocratic Oath: “First Do No Harm”

 

Thank you for your time and attention,

 

Melissa Brinkerhoff
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