
 
  139 E. Fourth Street 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Emily.Olive@duke-energy.com 
Emily A. Olive 

Paralegal 
 
September 7, 2022 
 
Ms. Tanowa M. Troupe 
PUCO Docketing Division 
180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, OH  43215-3716 
 
Re: In the Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., for Authority to Abandon 

Certain Propane-Air Facilities. 
 Case Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN, 21-1035-GA-AAM 
 
Dear Ms. Troupe: 
 
Please find attached the affidavit and newspaper notices from the newspaper publishers verifying 
publication of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc.’s legal notice in the above-referenced proceedings. 
 
The notice was published as follows: 
 

Newspaper Publication Dates 
Cincinnati Enquirer August 18, 25, 2022 

Clermont Sun August 25, 2022 
September 1, 2022 

Dayton Daily News August 19, 26, 2022 
Georgetown News Democrat August 25, 2022 

September 1, 2022 
Hamilton Journal News August 19, 26, 2022 
Hillsboro Times Gazette August 20, 27, 2022 

People’s Defender August 24, 31, 2022 
Wilmington News Journal August 20, 27, 2022 

The Pulse of Warren County August 28, 2022 
September 4, 2022 

 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emily A. Olive, CP 
 
Emily A. Olive 
Certified Paralegal 
 
cc: Parties of Record 
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in Case 
Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of 
Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities 
and for Authority to Change Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, 
Inc. (Duke), it has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural gas during 
peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke asserts that these caverns 
cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke has determined that the caverns and 

and the portion of facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, 
should be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Corridor Pipeline 
approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke to retire the caverns and 
associated propane-air peaking facilities while maintaining safe and reliable service 
to customers. In re the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-

that environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was addressed 
in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed until the caverns and 
associated facilities have been decommissioned. Consequently, Duke believes that 
the abandonment is reasonable, is in the best interest of the public, and should be 
approved. 

of the propane inventory but does not recommend deferral authority for the net book 

these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these amounts have been reviewed 
and addressed in future proceedings before the Commission. 

a stipulation and recommendation purporting to resolve all issues in the case, which 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 8, 2022, at 

Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 3793, viewing the 

was elected in Novem-
ber. 

Whoever gets the job
comes to it with a big
decision of his or her
own: who will be the
city’s next police chief. 

Chief Eliot Isaac re-
tired from the city in
February. 

Curp selected Assis-
tant Police Chief Teresa
Theetge as interim po-
lice chief. 

The city manager will
also deal with a city
budget expected to have
deficits since it will be

the first during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic without
federal government aid.

“An understanding of
the city’s strengths and
opportunities is critical to
this job,” Pureval said.
“The candidate didn’t
necessarily have to be in-
ternal to have that under-
standing, but during the
search, it was clear just
how strong our internal
candidates were.”

Pureval is asking the
nine council members to
interview each city man-
ager candidate one-on-
one and offer him feed-
back. He hopes to put for-
ward one candidate at
council’s special Aug. 29
meeting for approval. 

Manager
Continued from Page 1A

to house them alongside
continuing students who
want to stay on campus. 

Rise in housing
requests likely from
COVID-19 fallout

The university worked
this summer to find hous-
ing for all students who
met the May 5 applica-
tion deadline, Miner says,
which was 1,100 more stu-
dents than last fall. The
last of those students re-
ceived their housing as-
signment last Thursday,
two days before freshmen
started moving in. 

Students who didn’t
meet the May deadline
were put on a waiting list,
and ultimately were told
in early July that the uni-
versity would not be able
to find housing for them.
Students and parents
alike took to Facebook in
the last month scram-
bling for a place to stay.

So, how did we get
here?

The university knew it
was welcoming its largest
incoming class this fall,
Miner says. It was pre-
pared for that and, as al-
ways, made room for the
incoming students from
50 or more miles away
from campus. What it
wasn’t prepared for was
changing preferences
among continuing and lo-
cal students. Where in
the past sophomores, ju-
niors and seniors have
moved to nearby rentals
and a good portion of lo-
cal students opted to
commute, Miner says this
year the university was
overwhelmed by student
requests for on-campus
housing. 

“I think part of that is
our profile” has risen,
Miner says. “But in reali-
ty, it’s also a reaction to
COVID.” 

Students want to have
the “Cincinnati experi-
ence” living among their
peers, close to campus
and away from mom and
dad, Miner says. UC has
also upped its student
support and financial aid
in recent years, which
Miner says likely contrib-
uted to increased on-
campus housing interest.

Other universities across
the country have seen the
same trend, as reported
by Inside Higher Ed.

For UC, that meant
converting traditional
double-occupancy
dorms “that had been
built large enough to hold
three people” to triples,
contracting with apart-
ment buildings and rent-
ing out floors at nearby
hotels. More than 200
students will spend the
fall semester in hotel
rooms including at The
Graduate Hotel, The
Hampton Inn and The
Fairfield Inn. The hotel
spaces are able to “func-
tion like a residence hall,”
Miner says, since the uni-
versity rented out blocks
of rooms together and is
offering dining services
connected to students’
meal plans in those facil-
ities.

Things will likely
change throughout the
academic year, Miner
says, because many stu-
dents leave campus in the
second semester for co-
operative educational
experiences or to study
abroad. 

“I imagine that many
of the students that are in
triples, many of the stu-
dents that are in hotels,
will either sometime dur-
ing fall or in the spring
choose to move into a
more traditional space,”
Miner says. 

Communication the
biggest concern 

Stiller has worked in
higher education before,
as a marketing profes-
sional for Dickinson Col-
lege in Pennsylvania and

the University of Oregon. 
She understands the

housing shortage is not
unique to Cincinnati, but
the lack of communica-
tion to students and fam-
ilies about the shortage? 

That’s a problem, she
says. Her daughter didn’t
get email updates from
the university about the
housing challenge and
how they were working to
fix it, Stiller says. 

As a parent, she didn’t
get any emails at all.

Miner says the delayed
communication was due
to a strong desire from
the university not to re-
sort to hotel spaces or
converted triple dorm
rooms. 

Officials wanted to en-
sure freshmen had priori-
ty to live as close as pos-
sible to the campus core,
he says, and spent the
front half of the summer
trying to convince upper-
classmen to move off
campus using incentives
that would decrease
housing costs by $2,000
per semester if students
moved to university-run
apartments such as CP
Cincy, or offering $2,500
plus free parking if stu-
dents moved into the pri-
vate market. 

Wait-listed students
who applied after the
May 5 deadline were nev-
er guaranteed housing,
Miner maintains. 

Those students were
encouraged all along to
look for off-campus
housing, and the univer-
sity only confirmed its
lack of on-campus space
in an early July email.

But Miner admits the
university “always could
have provided more in-

formation” about the
status of on-campus
housing and will con-
tinue to improve its
communication with
students and families in
the future.

Moving forward,
Miner says UC wants to
prioritize the on-cam-
pus experience for
freshmen, no matter
where they are from in
the city, country or
world. 

That likely means re-
thinking space for con-
tinuing students on
campus or at university-
managed housing near
campus.

Two things are for
sure, Miner says: UC
needs more housing
stock on campus and
the surrounding private
market needs to grow.

Stiller says her
daughter will be OK,
though Abigail’s living
situation isn’t ideal for a
first-year student. And
despite all the confu-
sion, Stiller says she still
thinks she made the
right decision in send-
ing her daughter to UC. 

Her confidence
comes from conversa-
tions she’s had in recent
weeks with leaders in
the College of Nursing,
including interim dean
Gordon Gillespie. “He
was wonderful. He was
empathetic, he was re-
sponsive,” Stiller says. 

Gillespie assured her
Abigail would be con-
nected with other nurs-
ing students and sup-
ported no matter where
she was living. 

“That is 90% of the
difference,” Stiller says,
between feeling appre-
hensive and confident
in sending her kid to
school, “because at the
end of the day, it is going
to come down to her fac-
ulty.”

Housing
Continued from Page 1A

“I think part of that is our profile. But

in reality, it’s also a reaction to COVID.” 
Jack Miner
UC’s vice provost for enrollment management, on the increase in
student requests for on-campus housing COLUMBUS – Ohio

mothers who rely on
Medicaid will now be el-
igible for up to a year of
health coverage after
the birth of a child, up
from 60 days previous-
ly.

Up to 21,000 low-in-
come and disabled peo-
ple annually will benefit
from this change, said
the Ohio Department of
Medicaid, which an-
nounced the change be-
fore April but only re-
ceived final approval
from the federal govern-
ment on Tuesday.

“We know that ac-
cess to postpartum care
not only saves lives but
leads to better health
outcomes for moms and
their babies,” said Mau-
reen Corcoran, director
of Ohio Medicaid, in a
statement. 

“Extending eligibility

for a full year postpartum
ensures women have ac-
cess to critical services
that impact maternal
morbidity and mortality
as well as the health of
their baby.”

Available coverage in-
cludes: treatment for
postpartum depression;
medical care for chronic
conditions such as hy-
pertension or diabetes;
breastfeeding resources;
and nurse home visits

The change was initi-
ated by state lawmakers
in the previous state bud-
get. Ohio suffers from one
of the highest rates of in-
fant mortality in the na-
tion, at 6.9 deaths per
1,000 live births in 2019.

The extended cover-
age, for now, will be avail-
able for a five-year period
through April 2027.

Titus Wu is a reporter
for the USA TODAY Net-
work Ohio Bureau, which
serves the Cincinnati En-
quirer.

Ohioans can get extended
coverage after childbirth
Titus Wu
State Bureau
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public hearing in Case 
Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the Matter of the Application of 
Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities 
and for Authority to Change Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, 
Inc. (Duke), it has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural gas during 
peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke asserts that these caverns 
cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke has determined that the caverns and 
associated propane-air facilities, specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, 
and the portion of facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, 
should be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Corridor Pipeline 
approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke to retire the caverns and 
associated propane-air peaking facilities while maintaining safe and reliable service 
to customers. In re the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-
BTX, Opinion, Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts 
that environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was addressed 
in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed until the caverns and 
associated facilities have been decommissioned. Consequently, Duke believes that 
the abandonment is reasonable, is in the best interest of the public, and should be 
approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for abandonment be 
approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral authority for the net book value 
of the propane inventory but does not recommend deferral authority for the net book 
value of the propane caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority 
for a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that recovery of 
these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these amounts have been reviewed 
and addressed in future proceedings before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff’s report, Duke and Staff have entered into 
a stipulation and recommendation purporting to resolve all issues in the case, which 
has been offered to the Commission for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on September 8, 2022, at 
10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing Room 11-C, 180 East Broad 
Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 3793, viewing the 
Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.gov, or contacting the 
Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

HANDCRAFTED TWO-TONE STERLING SILVER 

BRINGS BACK BEACHY MEMORIES

A celebration 
of the sea

Our two-tone adjustable bolo bracelet captures the 
charm of sand and shore. The handmade sterling silver 

Bismark-link centerpiece is adorned by a starfi sh, 
seashell and sand dollar in 18kt yellow gold over 
sterling silver. A beautiful way to add coastal fl air 

to your jewelry collection, this style will pair 
swimmingly with your favorite casual looks!

Shown larger for detail.

$59
Compare at $85

ORDER TODAY!
To receive this special price and free shipping use off er code: 

SURF68
1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/surf

Item #954679

COLUMBUS – An Ohio
Republican is taking an-
other run at crafting gun
safety legislation that can
pass the GOP-controlled
legislature.

Sen. Matt Dolan, R-
Chagrin Falls, introduced
Senate Bill 357. The legis-
lation would give judges
the authority to tempora-
rily take fi�rearms from
certain people in court-
ordered treatment for
mental health. 

It would create option-
al “seller protection cer-
tifi�cates” for private gun
sales, and require back-
ground checks for most
gun sales to non-military
and/or law enforcement
individuals younger than
21. 

The bill would also ap-
propriate $175 million in
federal COVID recovery
dollars for mental health
counselors and regional
crisis centers. 

“We have an issue that
needs to be addressed
here in Ohio,” Dolan told
the USA TODAY Network
Ohio Bureau. “You can’t
just address mental
health without recogniz-
ing that tragedies are oc-
curring because mentally
unfi�t people have access
to fi�rearms.”

This isn’t the fi�rst time
Dolan has tried to get his
fellow Republican law-
makers to support gun re-
forms. 

Two months after the
2019 mass shooting in
Dayton’s Oregon District,
Dolan stood beside Gov.
Mike DeWine and intro-
duced legislation to ex-
pand civil commitment
or “pink slip” laws, in-
crease the penalties for
certain gun crimes and
create a voluntary back-
ground check system for
all private fi�rearm sales.

STRONG Ohio re-
ceived three hearings −�
more than most gun safe-
ty measures −� but it never
got a vote. 

“The (Safety Protec-
tion Order) is much tight-

er than it was for
STRONG Ohio,” Dolan
said. “It’s pretty clear
there’s full due process.”

Prosecuting attorneys
wouldn’t be able to re-
quest these orders unless
the person is under a ju-
dicial order for in- or out-
patient treatment. The
accused also has a right
to be present at the hear-
ing, call witnesses, have
an attorney and appeal
the decision. 

“The truth is, and no
one in Ohio can dispute
this, it is accepted bipar-
tisan law that if you are
mentally unfi�t you are not
able to buy a gun,” Dolan
said. “Doesn’t it stand to
reason that if you develop
those same disabilities
after you purchase a gun
that same prohibition
should apply?”

Ohio does not require
unlicensed sellers to run
background checks on
gun buyers, and Dolan’s
proposal wouldn’t
change that unless the
buyer was younger than
21. 

Ohioans age 18 to 21
who haven’t served in the
military or worked in law
enforcement would be re-
quired to pass a back-
ground check when pur-
chasing anything other
than a single-shot rifl�e.
And they would need a
co-signer of sorts who is
older than 25 and would
“vouch” for them. 

“We don’t want any
immature, emotional de-
cisions being made by
someone who may not
have any criminal record
at all,” Dolan said. 

For private sales where
the buyer is older than 21,
sellers could request

something called a “sell
protection certifi�cate.”
These documents, which
essentially amount to
passing a background
check, would protect a
seller from any criminal
or civil liabilities if the
weapon was used to com-
mit a crime. 

Sellers who didn’t get a
certifi�cate would only be
liable civilly if a court de-
termined them to be reck-
less, meaning they disre-
garded a known risk. 

This is diff�erent from
STRONG Ohio, which
went with a negligence
standard, a lower burden
of legal proof that says a
reasonable person would
have seen the risk. 

DeWine spokesman
Dan Tierney said improv-
ing access to mental
health treatment is a pri-
ority for the governor.

“This is certainly not
the end or a fi�nal bill,”

Tierney said. “But if you
look at what’s in Sen. Do-
lan’s bill and what the
governor has been talking
about, it’s a lot of the
same things.”

The bigger lift for Do-
lan will be getting sup-
port from his fellow GOP
members in Ohio’s House
and Senate who have
been overwhelmingly op-
posed to any gun reform
legislation that could lim-
it access to fi�rearms. 

Republicans control
both chambers by sub-
stantial margins, so it will
be impossible to pass SB
357 without their sup-
port. 

“We haven’t reviewed
the language yet ...,” said
John Fortney, a spokes-
man for Senate Republi-
cans. “As is always the
case with any legislation

infringing on the Second
Amendment, it raises se-
rious constitutional
questions.”

Senate Democrats
aren’t sure they’ll back
Dolan’s plan either. 

“I don’t have any inter-
est in supporting a bill
that has no merit ... ,”
Senate Minority Leader
Kenny Yuko, D-Rich-
mond Heights, said. “I
understand what (Do-
lan’s) doing, and he’s try-
ing, but this issue is too
important. You can’t walk
around the issue when
people are dying every
single day.”

Yuko would prefer
some of the bills intro-
duced by Sen. Cecil
Thomas, D-Cincinnati,
be considered instead.
Senate Bill 351, for exam-
ple, would raise the age to

buy a gun to 21 and create
a legal process where
families could petition for
the temporary confi�sca-
tion of a person’s fi�re-
arms. 

Dolan’s bill, in his opi-
nion, wouldn’t capture
most mass shooters be-
cause they rarely fi�nd
themselves in court-or-
dered treatment before
their attacks.

“Cecil’s been doing it
from day one,” Yuko said.
“He’s a former police offi�-
cer. He’s done a tremen-
dous job, and it’s once
again being ignored.”

But Nan Whaley, for-
mer Dayton Mayor
turned Democratic can-
didate for governor,
called the bill “a good fi�rst
step.”

“When I am governor,
I’ll actually fi�ght to pass
common-sense legisla-
tion like this, unlike Mike
DeWine,” Whaley said in
a statement. “The truth
is, DeWine is all talk
when it comes to keeping
folks safe.”

Dolan doesn’t have a
lot of time to talk about
SB 357 either. 

Lawmakers are unlike-
ly to debate any legisla-
tion until after the No-
vember midterm elec-
tions, and this General
Assembly comes to an
end in December. 

Anna Staver is a re-
porter for the USA TODAY
Network Ohio Bureau,
which serves the Colum-
bus Dispatch, Cincinnati
Enquirer, Akron Beacon
Journal and 18 other affi�l-
iated news organizations
across Ohio.

Ohio GOP state senator pushes gun
safety, mental health legislation
Anna Staver
State Bureau

Ohio Sen. Matt Dolan, R-Chagrin Falls, has introduced legislation that would let
judges temporarily take fi�rearms from certain people in court-ordered treatment
for mental health. JOSHUA A. BICKEL/COLUMBUS DISPATCH 
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the 
Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to 
Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities and for Authority to Change 
Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke), it 
has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural 
gas during peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke as-
serts that these caverns cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke 
has determined that the caverns and associated propane-air facilities, 
specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, and the portion of 
facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, should 
be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Cor-
ridor Pipeline approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke 
to retire the caverns and associated propane-air peaking facilities while 
maintaining safe and reliable service to customers. In re the Applica-
tion of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-BTX, Opinion, 
Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts that 
environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was 
addressed in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed 
until the caverns and associated facilities have been decommissioned. 
Consequently, Duke believes that the abandonment is reasonable, is in 
the best interest of the public, and should be approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for 
abandonment be approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral 
authority for the net book value of the propane inventory but does not 
recommend deferral authority for the net book value of the propane 
caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority for 
a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that 
recovery of these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these 
amounts have been reviewed and addressed in future proceedings 
before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff ’s report, Duke and Staff 
have entered into a stipulation and recommendation purporting to 
resolve all issues in the case, which has been offered to the Commis-
sion for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on Septem-
ber 8, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-C, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 
3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.
gov, or contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Glen Este Church of Christ 
Readifest a Huge Success
Submitted by Glen Este 
Church of Christ.

The rains subsided just 
in time as carload after 
carload of families came 
with their children to 
receive free backpacks 
full of school supplies on 
Saturday, August 6th. 
But there were more 
than just backpacks to 
receive. There were 
bouncy houses and craft 
tables and arm and leg 
painting and craft give-
aways and grilled hot 
dogs and fresh popcorn 
and cookies and games 
for the family. The lines 
were pretty long most of 
the day and parking was 
a bit of a challenge, but 
everyone was so patient 
with our church staff 
of about 70 volunteer 
workers as they worked 
hard to take care of what 
is estimated to be well 
over 1,000 people. What 
a turnout! We gave away 

all 500 backpacks which 
had been prepared and 
have ordered an addi-
tion 100 backpacks to 
serve those who didn’t 
receive theirs on Satur-
day. All total, we were 
able to help nearly 250 
households in just four 
hours. So many thank 
yous to the businesses 
who permitted us to 
advertise with posters in 
their windows and all the 
public service announce-
ments made by local 

media outlets. The Glen 
Este church considers it 
a privilege to serve this 
community. A free com-
munity luncheon is being 
planned for Wednesday, 
September 14 from 
11:00-2:00 here at the 
church building. All are 
welcome. You can check 
out the Glen Este Church 
of Christ at www.gecc.
net or call 513-753-8223 
or follow us on our social 
media sites on Facebook 
or Instagram.

Photo courtesy Glen Este Church of Christ.

Photo courtesy Glen Este Church of Christ.

Submitted by the Ohio 
State Highway Patrol.

The Ohio State High-
way Patrol has entered 
the American Association 
of

State Troopers (AAST) 
“Best Looking Cruiser” 
contest. Through August 
25, visit the

Patrol’s Facebook, Twit-
ter or Instagram pages 
and click the link in any 
of our contest

posts. You can also visit 
https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/QHXV8ZS to 
cast your vote

for Ohio for the best 
looking state agency 
cruiser photo.

When visiting the 
SurveyMonkey website, 
scroll to the bottom of the 
page and select

Ohio from the drop-
down menu. Agency 
rankings will be updated 
on AAST’s website at

https://www.statet-
roopers.org throughout 
the contest. The photo 
receiving the most votes

will be featured on the 
cover of AAST’s 2023 
wall calendar.

Last year, Ohio finished 
in second place. Please 
help vote the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol

as the 2022 best look-
ing cruiser. Voting began 
on August 8 at 12 p.m. 
and will continue

until August 25 at 5 
p.m.

Photos and images courtesy of The Ohio State Highway Patrol.

Patrol enters nationwide 
“Best Looking Cruiser” 
contest

Submitted by Mercy 
Health - Cincinnati.

Mercy Health hosted 
a ribbon-cutting to cel-
ebrate the opening of its 
new diagnostic suite with 
outpatient lab services 
and imaging at Clermont 
Hospital. The ribbon-cut-
ting follows the comple-
tion of work on the new, 
$350,000 suite, which is 
located conveniently on 
the right just inside the 
hospital’s main entrance. 
It provides quick and 
easy access to lab, imag-
ing and cardiology ser-
vices, as well as check in 
for those services.

Celebrating with Mercy 
Health – Clermont Hos-
pital’s President Shane 
Knisley, Imaging Director 
Brittany Glover and other 
hospital associates were:

Joy Lytle, President 
and CEO of the Clermont 
County Chamber

Adam Bird, Ohio State 
Representative for the 
66th District

Anthony Speatzel, Field 
Representative for Con-
gressman Brad Wenstrup

Claire Corcoran, Cler-

mont County Board of 
Commissioners

Heather Frye, Clermont 

County Chamber of Com-
merce Director of Devel-
opment

Clermont Hospital’s Ribbon 
Cutting for New Diagnostic 
Suite with Outpatient Lab 
Services and Imaging



By Evan Osgood

My grandfather, World 
War II Army veteran 
Bernard “Papa B” Brock-
meyer, always told me that 
the most valuable thing 
I could learn was how 
to rally people behind a 
cause.

“When you work togeth-
er, you can overcome any-
thing,” he used to say.

Papa B passed when I 
was just 7 years old, but 
he continues to be a guid-
ing force in my life. He 
was a man who selfl essly 
served his country, and he 
inspired me to fi nd ways 
to do the same. So when 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
struck communities across 
the United States in early 
2020, I decided to step up 
the same way Papa B did 
many years ago.

I remember the news 
reports about our com-
munity members and 
front-line caregivers 
getting sick and dying 
because of the shortage of 
protective masks, one of 
our only defenses against 
the virus at the time. I 
found a how-to guide from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
and started making them 
myself. I gave my home-
made masks to friends 
and family in need, hop-
ing they could avoid the 
grim scenes I was watch-
ing on TV. Every person 
who received a mask 
was extremely grateful 
and wanted to help make 
even more. Together, we 
became a mask-making 
team. All of us wanted 
to do something—any-
thing—to fi ght the virus 
that was taking over our 
community.

I still remember a heart-
warming experience I had 
delivering one of our fi rst 
sets of masks to a veteran 
couple during the early 
days of the pandemic. 
I placed the masks on 
the couple’s front porch, 
rang the bell and stepped 
back to my car. A woman 
answered the door, looked 
down and burst into tears. 
It turned out she and her 
husband had been stuck 
inside without masks for 
three weeks and didn’t feel 
safe enough to leave. She 
couldn’t have been more 
appreciative, calling out to 
me, “Bless you and bless 
what you are doing for 
this community!”

That’s what volunteer-
ing means to me—some-
thing so small having such 
a meaningful impact for 
someone else. I’m always 
grateful for that feeling of 
making someone’s day, of 
making a difference, one 
small action at a time.

Our mask-making team 
continued to grow, and I 
eventually founded a non-
profi t, created a website, 

and started shipping mask 
and face shield assembly 
kits across the country. 
We held virtual assembly 
parties where people 
would reconnect while 
making a genuine differ-
ence toward slowing the 
spread of COVID-19. The 
mask-making team that 
started out as me and my 
friends sewing masks in 
my basement grew to over 
10,000 volunteers across 
the nation.

We focused on reaching 
underserved communities, 
including veterans. Of the 
roughly 800,000 masks 
created by volunteers, 
around 40% went directly 
to veteran communities. 
Our network also provid-
ed a much-needed oppor-
tunity for people—includ-
ing veterans at my local 
Veterans Affairs medical 
center—to fi nd purpose 
during a scary, uncertain 
time. By volunteering to 
make and deliver masks, 
we were empowering each 
other and our communi-
ties. Papa B was right. We 
were stronger together.

As a result of those 
efforts, I was honored 
with the top scholarship 
from DAV (Disabled 
American Veterans), the 
congressionally char-
tered voice of America’s 
disabled veterans. The 
DAV Scholarship pro-
gram awards $110,000 in 
scholarships each year to 
volunteers 21 and younger 
who give back to veterans 
in their communities.

To be eligible, hours 
must be credited to DAV, 
and the process couldn’t 
be easier. Volunteers can 
log hours at a local VA 
medical center or through 
the Local Veterans Assis-
tance Program (LVAP), 
which can include every-
thing from grocery shop-
ping to yardwork for vet-
erans. When a volunteer 
selects DAV or DAV Aux-
iliary to credit the hours, 

those hours are reported 
back to the organization. 
With at least 100 hours, 
volunteers can be eligible 
for scholarships ranging 
from $5,000 to $30,000.

The DAV Scholarship 
money will be a huge help 
in funding my college 
education, but the real 
reward is the chance to 
reach even more veterans 
and volunteers. With a 
robust volunteer program 
and more than 1 million 
members across over 
1,200 local chapters, DAV 
makes it easy to give back 
to all our nation’s heroes. 
Whether you’re looking 
for a new opportunity or 
an impactful way to fi ll 
your service hour require-
ments, DAV makes vol-
unteering accessible and 
effortless.

I always knew Papa 
B was right about the 
power of a united front, 
but the past two years 
brought that message 
home for me. That’s why 
I hope you’ll join me and 
thousands of others who 
donate their time to vet-
erans through DAV. Learn 
more at volunteerforveter-

ans.org.
Evan Osgood is the 

top 2022 DAV Scholar-
ship recipient. He began 
volunteering at 7 years 
old when he co-founded a 
nonprofi t that brings sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) 
education to his commu-
nity. He resides in Love-
land, Ohio, and will soon 
graduate from Loveland 
High School and pursue a 
degree in computer science 
and artifi cial intelligence.
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SMALL ANIMAL
SALE

Sunrise Farms
1622 St. Rt. 136, Winchester, OH 45697

Fair Ridge Produce
7066 Fair Ridge Rd, Hillsboro, OH 45133

 Sat. Sept. 10th  -  9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunrise Farms 1622 St. Rt. 136, Winchester, OH 45697

2nd Sat of the month March thru Oct
Expecting a large selection! - chickens, lambs, goats, calves, peacock, 

rabbits, golden red pheasants, guinea fowl, pigs, turkeys, rabbit hutch.

ALL ANIMALS ARE FARM RAISED
NO CONSIGMENTS ACCEPTED

NEXT SALE OCTOBER 8th, 2022
frESh PrODuCE AvAIlAblE

For More Information Call 
(937) 695-0199  •  (937) 725-4979

Bring Your Cooler and Ice 

Tim & Betty Ratliff
9589 John Woods Rd., Winchester, OH 45697

5th Annual5th Annual
5th Annual5th Annual

SepTeMBeR 10th & 17th, 2022
1:00 pM

21st Annual

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the 
Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to 
Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities and for Authority to Change 
Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke), it 
has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural 
gas during peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke as-
serts that these caverns cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke 
has determined that the caverns and associated propane-air facilities, 
specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, and the portion of 
facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, should 
be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Cor-
ridor Pipeline approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke 
to retire the caverns and associated propane-air peaking facilities while 
maintaining safe and reliable service to customers. In re the Applica-
tion of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-BTX, Opinion, 
Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts that 
environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was 
addressed in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed 
until the caverns and associated facilities have been decommissioned. 
Consequently, Duke believes that the abandonment is reasonable, is in 
the best interest of the public, and should be approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for 
abandonment be approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral 
authority for the net book value of the propane inventory but does not 
recommend deferral authority for the net book value of the propane 
caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority for 
a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that 
recovery of these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these 
amounts have been reviewed and addressed in future proceedings 
before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff ’s report, Duke and Staff 
have entered into a stipulation and recommendation purporting to 
resolve all issues in the case, which has been offered to the Commis-
sion for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on Septem-
ber 8, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-C, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 
3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.
gov, or contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

RON’S REALTYRON’S REALTY
For ALL Your

Real Estate Needs
-Auction Services Available-

CALL JAY, RON OR ADAM
• Jay 513-403-7909
• Ron 513-720-4421

•Adam 937-483-8257Since
1979

Photos provided.

Volunteering for our veterans
How my World War II veteran grandfather inspired me to lead a life of service
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MULCH

937-444-3717
3510 PLEASANT HILL RD, MT ORAB, OH 45154

Mulch, Limestone, 
Round Gravel, Sand, Topsoil
PICK UP OR DELIVERY 

AVAILABLE

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the 
Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to 
Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities and for Authority to Change 
Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke), it 
has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural 
gas during peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke as-
serts that these caverns cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke 
has determined that the caverns and associated propane-air facilities, 
specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, and the portion of 
facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, should 
be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Cor-
ridor Pipeline approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke 
to retire the caverns and associated propane-air peaking facilities while 
maintaining safe and reliable service to customers. In re the Applica-
tion of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-BTX, Opinion, 
Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts that 
environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was 
addressed in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed 
until the caverns and associated facilities have been decommissioned. 
Consequently, Duke believes that the abandonment is reasonable, is in 
the best interest of the public, and should be approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for 
abandonment be approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral 
authority for the net book value of the propane inventory but does not 
recommend deferral authority for the net book value of the propane 
caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority for 
a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that 
recovery of these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these 
amounts have been reviewed and addressed in future proceedings 
before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff ’s report, Duke and Staff 
have entered into a stipulation and recommendation purporting to 
resolve all issues in the case, which has been offered to the Commis-
sion for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on Septem-
ber 8, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-C, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 
3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.
gov, or contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Facebook with a per-
son he believed to be 
a 12-year-old female, 
according to the Brown 
County Drug and Major 
Crimes Task Force. 
Despite the age being 
clearly communicated, 
Zeisler engaged in con-
versations about sex, 
sent pornographic mate-
rial, and made arrange-
ments to meet for sex. 
Zeisler was taken into 
custody at the arranged 
meeting location.

Zeisler is currently 
incarcerated at the 
Brown County Jail on a 
$100,000 bond.

Other Aug. 11 indict-
ments included:

Mark Kinster, 57, 
of Olive Hill, KY, was 
indicted on one count 
of aggravated posses-

sion of drugs (Metham-
phetamine, fifth degree 
felony).

Jamey L. Sanders, 57, 
of Morehead, KY, was 
indicted on once count 
of aggravated possession 
of drugs (Methamphet-
amine, third degree 
felony).

Douglas Brian Vance, 
33, of Sardinia, was 
indicted on two counts 
of OVI (fourth degree 
felonies).

Michael Wayne Gorm-
ley, 31, of Mt. Orab, was 
indicted on two count 
of aggravated burglary 
(first degree felonies), 
one count of burglary 
(second degree felony), 
two counts of abduction 
(third degree felonies) 
and one count of crimi-
nal damaging or endan-
gering (second degree 
misdemeanor).

Tierney Hensley, 35, of 
Mt. Orab, was indicted 
on one count of failure to 
comply with an order or 
signal of a police officer 
(third degree felony), 
one count of receiving 
stolen property (fifth 
degree felony), one 
count of unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle 
(first degree misde-
meanor) and one count 
of aggravated posses-
sion of drugs (Metham-
phetamine, fifth degree 
felony).

Andrew T. Finley, 
32, of Russellville, was 
indicted on one count 
of aggravated robbery 
(first degree felony), two 
counts of robbery (one 
a second degree felony 
and one a third degree 
felony), and one count of 
petty theft (first degree 
misdemeanor).

continued from page 1

Seven indicted by Brown County grand jury

Conrad collecting lids for ‘Compassion Benches’
By Bailey Miller

Creatively re-purposing 
items such as jars, boots, 
tissue boxes, paper bags, 
grocery bags, bottles, 
wooden furniture, and 
others is a common 
practice among many. It 
inspires creative fulfill-
ment by encouraging one 
to brainstorm how the 
item can be repurposed 
and fit one’s visionary 
aesthetic. The repurposed 
item begins to feel more 
personal to the person, 
as well as the room it’s 
positioned in. Such cre-
ativity can be spread to 
others, enforcing some 
of the same positive feel-
ings that the first person 
experienced. Some items 
are more challenging 
to re-purpose, which is 
where recycling comes in. 
Recycling has become a 
vital part of daily lives to 
prevent excess trash from 
growing faster than it 
already is. Lids to bottles 
and containers are some-
thing that would fall into 
recycling rather than re-
purposing, so one would 
think.

Karra Conrad, of 
Georgetown, has been 
collecting lids from laun-
dry detergents, bottles, 
and containers to create 
something impactful to 
the entire community—
“Compassion Benches.” 
Unfortunately, kids 
sometimes face hardships 
on their own and do not 
have the support system 
that they need. It is dif-
ficult to reach out for help 
when one doesn’t know 
how or when asking for 
help has only been met 
with unkind rejection. 
Pain, hurt, and sorrow 
never has to be faced 
alone. Taking a chance 
to open up with others, 
those who one senses 

kindness and security 
in, is always worth it. 
Even if something pain-
ful is transpiring, others 
will want to help the one 
suffering through it. All 
have faced some kind of 
strife in their lives and 
experienced harrowing 
emotions; therefore, their 
hearts will beat with 
empathy and desire to 
aid the one suffering. No 
one is ever alone. Sharing 
such hurt with another 
and working through it 
together will only instill 
a deeper closeness and 
trust. There is immense 
power in vulnerability, 
it is one of the greatest 
points of relatability. 
Humans are complicated, 
but sharing everything—
both the good and 
bad—sparks a deeper 
understanding between 
one another. Everyone 
has the potential to reach 
their dreams and become 
the person they desire to 
be. We can rely on one 
another to help get each 
other there; it’s okay that 
it takes time. Compassion 
Benches are a silent way 
for the hurting to reach 
out to others for help.

The benches are cre-
ated entirely out of plastic 
lids by a company called 
Green Tree Plastics in 
Evansville, Indiana. 

Placed in schools, the 
benches are encouraged 
to be used by all who are 
experiencing any hurt, no 
matter how big or small 
it is. Nothing has to be 
said by the kid, they need 
only to sit on the bench. 
Children and staff will 
take note of the kid on 
the bench, later following 
up with them in private 
to check in on them. This 
is a major preventer of 
kids growing up with 
negative perceptions 
such as talking about 
one’s feelings is wrong or 
should be kept to oneself, 
that there aren’t any good 
people in the world, that 
it is wrong to feel pain 
and one should only feel 
happiness, and the fear 
of rejection. Growing up 
with such negative per-
ceptions of the world can 
greatly impact the kid’s 
adult life through their 
relationships with oth-
ers, sense of belonging, 
their self-worth, and their 
daily quality of life. The 
concept of the Compas-
sion Benches also encour-
ages kids to talk openly 
about their feelings and 
learn to help each other. 
It builds an essential 
quality between two 
people—trust. Kids will 
learn ways in which they 
can process difficult emo-

tions now and when they 
are faced in the future. 
Most of all, it prevents 
tragedies from occurring. 
Karra wanted to create 
a Compassion Bench in 
memoir of Blake Roush, 
a kid who took his life, 
and further spread aware-
ness. Blake’s bench will 
have his name engraved 
into it. All hearts go out 
to Blake’s family and 
those who were blessed 
to know him. Not only 
are the benches saving 
the environment, but 
also they are saving lives. 
“We’re transforming 
something that would’ve 
been thrown away into 
something used for 
goodness,” Kim Conrad 
remarked.

Karra Conrad aims to 
save an abundance of 
lids and obtain enough 
donations to place 
benches in all schools 
throughout the county. 
Compassion Benches 
hold the potential to 
become a phenomenon 
outside of the county as 
well. Nursing homes and 
Mennonite children have 
already gotten involved 
to help collect lids. Fami-
lies, schools, churches, 
and businesses can get 
involved simply by saving 
lids. Karra currently has 
17 contractor bags full of 
lids, enough to make 4 
or 6 benches. Shockingly, 
the abundance of lids has 
reached 1,900 pounds! 
There is a fee that must 
be reached in order for 
the benches to be made. 
Heather Garbutt, the 
owner of Lighthouse 
Thriftique in George-
town, has made the Com-
passion Benches known 
by discussing the cause 
and accepting donations. 
She sorts all donations by 
different schools. Heath-
er, Kim, and Karra are 

always seeking out ways 
to give back to the com-
munity; they have dedi-
cated so much of their 
time for good causes. 
Compassion Benches are 
revolutionary, aiding in 

kids’ growth, saving lives, 
creating invaluable con-
nections, and helping the 
environment. Thank you 
for creating a way to help 
those suffering in silence 
to be heard.

Benefit for Doug Heyne, 
Sr. and Fay Heyne

To aid in paying the 
Heyne family’s medical 
expenses that occurred 
in June due to the motor-
cycle wreck on Oakland 
Road, a fundraiser full 
of fun activities is being 
held. Please come join 
us at the Mt. Orab Sales 
and Towing on August 28 
from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. 
There will be a bounce 

house, a DJ, food trucks, 
shaved ice, and lots of 
vendors and crafters. 
There will be raffle tick-
ets and split the pot; each 
ticket is $1 or an arm’s 
length for $20. There is 
a Facebook event listed 
under Doug and Fay Ben-

efit that lists some of the 
crafters, vendors, donors, 
and raffle prizes. Raffle 
tickets are also available 
at Snap Fitness and Har-
mony Salon. 

For more info, please 
call Cindy at (513) 575-
8028, Doug at (937) 
515-9782, or Sunshine at 
(937) 444-6292.

Hamersville Community Benefit
The Hamersville Com-

munity Action Team 
(HCAT) is hosting a 
Flea Market Benefit to 
raise money for the com-
munity of Hamersville. 
The event is on Saturday, 
September 24 at 8:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m at the 
Stik Restaurant at the 
Flash Baseball Fields off 
of State Route 125, Ham-
ersville.

We’re looking for ven-
dors! Tables are each $10 
(vendors provide table). 

HCAT is taking dona-
tions on the day of the 
event.

For more informa-
tion and if interested in 
a table, please contact 
Mark Gall at 1-513-587-
9055.
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the 
Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to 
Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities and for Authority to Change 
Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke), it 
has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural 
gas during peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke as-
serts that these caverns cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke 
has determined that the caverns and associated propane-air facilities, 
specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, and the portion of 
facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, should 
be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Cor-
ridor Pipeline approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke 
to retire the caverns and associated propane-air peaking facilities while 
maintaining safe and reliable service to customers. In re the Applica-
tion of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-BTX, Opinion, 
Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts that 
environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was 
addressed in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed 
until the caverns and associated facilities have been decommissioned. 
Consequently, Duke believes that the abandonment is reasonable, is in 
the best interest of the public, and should be approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for 
abandonment be approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral 
authority for the net book value of the propane inventory but does not 
recommend deferral authority for the net book value of the propane 
caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority for 
a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that 
recovery of these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these 
amounts have been reviewed and addressed in future proceedings 
before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff ’s report, Duke and Staff 
have entered into a stipulation and recommendation purporting to 
resolve all issues in the case, which has been offered to the Commis-
sion for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on Septem-
ber 8, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-C, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 
3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.
gov, or contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.
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Shellee and Johnny 
Jones to Shellee and 
Johnny Jones, parcel 
#41-080392.0000, filed 
08-18-22

Johnny Jones to Johnny 
and Shelee Jones, parcel 
#41-079904.0000, filed 
08-18-22

McIntosh Ruth J. 
Trustee to Ruth Jean 
Ansilene Long and 
Harold W. Long, parcel 
#33-067616.0000, filed 
08-18-22 

John Edward Hiler to 
John Edward Hiler and 
Patricia Hiler, parcel 
#34-069552.0006, filed 
08-18-22

Larry Clifton LLC-
Tom Clifton to Samantha 
Bailey and Joseph Dylan 
Bailey, parcel #44-
073068.7100, filed 08-18-
22, $229,000

Brian W. Saylor to 
Steven D. Hall, parcel 
#37-072044.0015, filed 
08-18-22, $38,000

Barbara Crawford to 
Fester Group LLC, parcel 
#22-042172.0000, filed 
08-18-22, $29,500

Danny R. Bubp to Lori 
Wheeldon, parcel #08-
011228.0000 and #08-
011224.0000, filed 08-18-
22, $219,000

Terry and Rose 
Teegarden to Terry 
L. Teegarden, parcel 
#15-025924.4800 and 
#15-025924.4700, filed 
08-19-22

CMH Homes Inc. to 
Luis and Barbara Soto, 
parcel #37-072148.2200, 
filed 08-19-22, $231,994

Amanda Kool and 
Christopher P. Adams to 
Christopher P. Adams, 
parcel #39-074680.0100, 
filed 08-22-22

Carrington Mortgage 
Services LLC to Sec-
retary of Housing and 
Urban Development, 

parcel #34-069152.0201, 
#34-069596.0000, 
#34-069600.0000, 
#34-069604.0000, 
#34-069608.0000, #34-
069988.0000, filed 08-22-
22 

Richard and Kara Ernst 
to Richard and Kara 
Ernst, 12 parcels, filed 
08-22-22

James and Nancy 
Deitschel to James 
Deitschel, parcel #08-
0011732.0000, filed 
08-22-22

James and Nancy 
Deitschel to James 
Deitschel, parcel #08-
011728.0000, filed 08-22-
22

Neal Ahern to Josh and 
Shannon Burns, parcel 
#08-012664.0000, filed 
08-22-22, $3,500

Clifford Vogel to David 
K. Vogel and Carolyn 
K. Clifton Etal, parcel 
#16-027072.0000, filed 
08-23-22

Hodge Elvis D. Jr. 
and Hilliker Cyn to 
Elvis Hodge, parcel #43-
081444.0000, filed 08-23-
22

Patricia Whirls to 
Whirls-Webb Mary E. and 
Linda J. Garbenis Etal, 
parcel #23-050424.0000, 
filed 08-23-22

Jimmie Worstell to Jim-
mie and Claudia Worstell, 
parcel #37-073144.0100, 
filed 08-23-22

Spirita L. Covert to 
Lewis Fillers, parcel 
#37-072412.0305 and 
#10-018724.0305, filed 
08-23-22

Eugene and Ruby Lang 
to Eugene Lang, parcel 
#15-025604.0000, filed 
08-23-22

Ben P. Sexton and 
Shawna S. Rowland 
to Shawna September 
Sexton, parcel #37-
071660.0100, filed 08-23-

22
Le Khanh Phu to J.B. 

Hale LLC, parcel #15-
024700.0000, filed 08-23-
22

John and Sandra Smith 
to John J. Smith, parcel 
#23-046032.0000 and 
#23-045832.0000, filed 
08-23-22

Beacon Hill Land 
Development LLC to 
Schlabach Construc-
tion LLC, parcel #30-
056600.5600, filed 08-23-
22, $34,500

Brandon Smith to 
Gregory Langefeld, parcel 
#34-069324.0000, filed 
08-23-22, $235,000

Michael and Dawn 
Napier to Ralph E. Barber 
Jr. and Judith Dozier, 
parcel #16-032428.0000, 
filed 08-23-22, $2,500

Larry Clifton LLC-
Tom Clifton to Brian and 
Deanna White, parcel 
#44-073068.9100, filed 
08-23-22, $231,667

John Utter to Hartman 
Ridge Farms LLC, parcel 
#21-041776.0101, filed 
08-23-22, $16,500

Heather A. Smith to 
David and Lee Pazynski, 
parcel #41-079872.0000, 
filed 08-23-22, $260,000

Dutch Builders LLC 
to Donald and Juanita 
Dunham, parcel #16-
032836.0000, filed 08-23-
22, $310,000

Brandon Brookbank to 
Houston Henize, parcel 
#29-054828.0000, filed 
08-23-22, $214,000

Eric and Melissa Purdy 
to Hope Orr, parcel #18-
038452.0000, filed 08-23-
22, $144,000

Steve and Trenda 
Demasters to Cam-
eron Lynch, parcel #10-
017488.0000, filed 08-23-
22, $124,000

Brian and Ashley Yoder 
to Roger Fetters, parcel 
#16-028008.0000, filed 
08-23-22, $500

Richard and Candace 
Flanagan to Candace 
Flanagan, parcel #07-
007256.0600, filed 08-24-
22

Zachary and Alysia 
Thatcher to David and 
Karen Cress, parcel #31-
060204.0000, filed 08-24-
22, $50,000

Yvonne Becker and 
Dorothy Sams and Aimee 
Garrett to Steven Kitchen 
and Michelle Gates, par-
cel #18-038120.0000 and 
18-038116.0000, filed 
08-24-22, $135,000

Barbara A. Beer to Bil-
lie Jean Johnson, parcel 
#03-003648.1300, filed 
08-24-22, $74,000

Joshua Roush and Stacy 
Strong to Callie Simmons 
and Baron Frost, parcel 
#43-082532.0000, filed 
08-24-22, $144,900

Jenel Wyatt to Tracy 
Denniston, parcel #37-
072980.0000, filed 08-24-
22, $145,000

PROPERTY TRANSFERS

Mbc Ventures, Llc vs. 
Steven Creager, case 
#20220487, Action: Other 
Civil, filed: 08-24-22

Pennymace Loan 
Services, Llc vs. David 
Baughman, case 
#20220490, Action: Fore-
closures, filed: 08-25-22

Jack Marchbanks, 
Director vs. Namoh Ken-
tucky Inc. A Kentucky, 
case #20220491, Action: 
Appropriation, filed: 
08-25-22

Matrix Financial Ser-
vices vs. Donald Parker 
Caudill, case #20220492, 
Action: Foreclosures, 
filed: 08-25-22

Jack Marchbanks, 
Director vs. Richard L. 
Goettke, case #20220493, 
Action: Appropriation, 
filed: 08-25-22

Eric D. Kilgore 
vs. Rumpke Consoli-
dated Companies, case 
#20220496, Action: Work-
ers Compensation, filed: 
08-26-22

Midland Credit Man-
agement Inc. vs. Kelly 
Mingua, case #20220497, 
Action: Other Civil, filed: 
08-26-22

Nationstar Mortgage 
Llc vs. John Doe (S), case 
#20220498, Action: Fore-
closures, filed: 08-26-22

CIVIL

Darek Wade Moorehouse, 38, of Williamsburg, 
union iron worker, to marry Brandy L. Marion, 34, of 
Williamsburg, surgical assistant, filed 08-18-22

Matthew Malone Johnson-Smyth, 22, of Stow, full 
time student, to marry Erin Kendall Bishop, 23, of 
Mt. Orab, fashion designer, filed 08-22-22

MARRIAGES

William T. Bradford, of 
Sardinia, case #20221208, 
DOD 07-01-2022, filed 
08-19-22

Robert Dale Farley, 
of Aberdeen, case 
#20221207, DOD 08-27-
2021, filed 08-18-22

Carol F. Fisher, of Mt. 
Orab, case #20221212, 
DOD 07-25-2022, filed 
08-23-22

David J. Houghton, 
of Russellville, case 

#20221206, DOD 06-03-
2022, filed 08-18-22

Kenneth Kimberly, 
of Winchester, case 
#20221210, DOD 06-15-
2022, filed 08-19-22

Cheryl A. Kirk, of Aber-
deen, case #20221211, 
DOD 07-04-2022, filed 
08-22-22

John T. Wilson, 
of Aberdeen, case 
#20221209, DOD 07-05-
2022, filed 08-19-22

PROBATE

Concert at Apple Street Christian
The Singing Byrds will be in concert September 

10 at 6:00 p.m. and September 11 10:00 a.m. at the 
Apple Street Christian Church located on 300 North 
Apple Street, Georgetown. Everyone is welcome! For 
any questions, please call Bobby Hunt 606-407-0254.

The 1972 class of Georgetown High School will be 
holding their 50-year reunion on Saturday, Oct. 8 at 
the Lion’s Club shelter at the Kathryn Hanlon Park in 
Georgetown. It will start 2 o’clock. Everyone should 
bring a casserole (or some type of food to share) and 
drinks. Tableware will be supplied. Please spread the 
word! They are hoping to see all their classmates. If 
anyone has any questions, they can call Chris Purdon 
Neal, at 937-379-1711.

GHS class of 1972 reunion







between the school and 
local colleges.

“We are very excited 
to expand STEM 
opportunities for our 
students,” McClain 
Principal Matthew 

Shelton said. “Mr. Luke 
has put in countless 
hours this summer to 
be certified to teach 
these courses, so a big 
shout-out to him for 
working hard to further 
benefit the education 
of so many of our stu-
dents.”

To keep up with 
what’s happening at 

McClain High School, 
check out the high 
school’s Facebook page, 
the district’s social 
media pages, and the 
district website at 
greenfield.k12.oh.us.

Angela Shepherd is a 
correspondent for the Greenfield 
Exempted Village Schools.

subjects that had fallen 
through the ice and 
were in immediate 
peril.

He said the accident 
took place at a private 
dock located on the 
north side of Rocky 
Fork Lake at the bot-
tom of a steep incline 
that had compromised 
access, but a first 
responder was on the 
scene within 10 min-
utes of the call.

One male juvenile 
had attempted to res-
cue one female juve-
nile, Jackman reported, 
with the male juvenile 
able to self-rescue from 
the ice and water. The 
male juvenile was later 
ground transported 
to Highland District 
Hospital for treatment 
of hypothermia, and 
survived.

During the initial 
phase of the rescue, 
LaGore, 38, of Warren 
County, suffered a med-
ical emergency and was 
transported via ground 
ambulance to High-
land District Hospital, 
where he later died.

“Officer Lagore 
began his ODNR 
career in 2005 when he 
joined the Division of 
Parks and Watercraft 
in 2005 and worked 
at both Caesar Creek 
and Cowan Lake state 
parks,” states the Face-
book page @LagoreMe-
morialDogPark.

“In 2011, Officer 
Lagore began working 
and training with his 
first canine partner, 
Ranger. Officer Lagore 
attended Police Dog 
Services and completed 
police K-9 training. 
Throughout K-9 Rang-
er’s service life, this 

highly effective team 
of canine and officer 
was involved in numer-
ous missing person 
searches. Highlights of 
their work include 21 
cadaver finds and locat-
ing nearly an ounce of 
heroin. Officer Lagore 
and K-9 Ranger also 
received a life-saving 
award for locating a 
missing 88-year-old dia-
betic male.”

The article on the 
Facebook page con-
tinues, “As Officer 
Lagore worked with his 
K-9 partner, he began 
advocating for the use 
of additional K-9 teams 
across ODNR and 
other law enforcement 
agencies. In January 
2017, Officer Jason 
Lagore coordinated the 
first Ohio State Park’s 
Canine Academy, which 
resulted in graduating 
two new K-9s.

”In the recent past, 
Officer Lagore was 
instrumental in train-
ing additional K-9’s for 
the ODNR’s divisions 
of Parks and Watercraft 
and Wildlife, as well as 
other agencies across 
Ohio. Because of his 
expertise, instruction 
skills, enthusiasm, and 
advocacy, ODNR now 
has 10 K-9 units assist-
ing traditional law 
enforcement officers.

“As K-9 Ranger 
reached retirement age, 
Officer Lagore trained 
a new K-9 partner, 
Sarge, who replaced 
K-9 Ranger in 2018. 
Working with both 
K-9s, Officer Lagore’s 
efforts resulted in more 
than 40 positive finds 
for cadavers and hun-
dreds of searches for 
other Ohio law enforce-
ment agencies. The 
work done by Officer 
Lagore and his K-9 
partners provided clo-
sure or relief for dozens 

of Ohio families.
“It cannot be said 

enough — Officer 
Lagore’s wealth of 
knowledge about train-
ing police canines is 
irreplaceable. In addi-
tion to committing hun-
dreds of hours training 
his own canines, he 
routinely answered 
calls for service for a 
total of more than 400 
K-9 team responses. …

“Today, his K-9 part-
ner, Sarge, is retired 
from service and living 
with Officer Lagore’s 
wife and children. 
Because of his dedica-
tion and hard work, 
Officer Lagore and 
his K-9 partners leave 
a strong legacy for 
other ODNR K-9 units 
to follow. Because of 
his commitment to 
excellence and public 
service, ODNR’s law 
enforcement canine 
teams are professional, 
well-respected, and 
highly effective units 
they are today.”

Car show fundraiser 
upcoming

The Friends of Ohio 
K9 Inc. is planning a 
car show to raise funds 
for the project, set for 
Sunday, Oct. 16 at the 
Caesar Creek State 
Park Beach parking lot.

The event will 
include rides, raffles, 
music, food, and a trib-
ute to Lagore. There 
will also be a dog 
watering area and dog 
beach access.

Registration is 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. ($15 per 
entry) with judging 1-3 
p.m. and trophies at 4 
p.m.

The event will open 
at noon, when the trib-
ute will take place.

For more informa-
tion, visit the Facebook 
page @LagoreMemori-
alDogPark.
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From page 1

Legacy

From page 1

Courses

By Hannah Fingerhut  
and Scott Bauer
Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — 
When the U.S. Supreme 
Court repealed in June a 
woman’s constitutional 
right to an abortion, 
Wisconsin’s 1849 law 
that bans the procedure 
except when a mother’s 
life is at risk became 
newly relevant.

Republicans in the 
Legislature blocked an 
attempt by Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers to over-
turn the law. Yet there’s 
disagreement inside the 
GOP over how to move 
forward when they return 
to the state Capitol in 
January.

The state’s powerful 
Republican Assembly 
speaker, Robin Vos, sup-
ports reinforcing the 
exception for a mother’s 
life and adding protec-
tions for instances involv-
ing rape and incest. Oth-
ers, including GOP state 
Rep. Barbara Dittrich, say 
the law should stay as it 
is, without exceptions for 
rape and incest.

For decades, Republi-
cans like Vos and Dittrich 
appealed to conservative 
voters — and donors 
— with broad condemna-
tion of abortion. But the 
Supreme Court’s decision 
is forcing Republicans 
from state legislatures 
to Congress to the cam-
paign trail to articulate 
more specifically what 
that opposition means, 
sometimes creating divi-
sion over where the party 
should stand.

Dittrich says consensus 
among her Republican 
colleagues on an alter-
native to the 1849 law 
would be a “tremendous 
challenge.”

“We once heard that 
the Democrats were the 
big-tent party,” she said 
in an interview. “Now I 
would say the Republican 
Party is more the big-tent 
party on some of these 
issues.”

Of course, supporters 
of abortion rights are 
now a distinct minority 
in Republican politics. 
Just two GOP members 
of Congress — Sens. 
Lisa Murkowski of 
Alaska and Susan Col-
lins of Maine — publicly 
support passing legisla-
tion to reinstate the 
protections of a woman’s 
right to choose that the 
Supreme Court struck 
down in overruling Roe 
v. Wade. In Colorado, 
U.S. Senate candidate 
Joe O’Dea is the rare 
Republican running this 
year who backs codifying 
Roe.

But the debate over 
even a limited set of 
circumstances in which 
abortion could be legal 
spurred some division 
within the GOP in Wis-
consin and elsewhere.

In Indiana, after a 
decade of stalled leg-
islation on abortion, 
empowered Republicans 

passed the first near-total 
abortion ban since the 
Supreme Court ruling. 
But even that measure 
drew dissent within the 
GOP. Exemptions for 
rape and incest up to 10 
weeks prevailed after 50 
Republicans joined with 
all Democrats to include 
them.

Still, 18 Republicans 
voted against final pas-
sage of the bill, with 
roughly half saying the 
bill went too far and the 
rest saying it was too 
weak.

In South Carolina, 
meanwhile, Republicans 
have spent decades cur-
tailing abortion access 
and there is ongoing 
discussion about a near-
total ban. But some in 
the legislature voiced 
concern about pushing 
the current six-week ban 
further and urged decel-
eration, particularly after 
seeing voters in Kansas 
spike a ballot measure 
that would have allowed 
the legislature there to 
ban abortion.

“It’s like you are play-
ing with live ammunition 
right now,” Republican 
Rep. Tom Davis told The 
Associated Press.

The Supreme Court 
ruling paved the way for 
severe abortion restric-
tions or bans in nearly 
half the states. Nine 
states currently have 
laws banning abortion 
from conception, with 
three more — Tennessee, 
Idaho and Texas — set 
to take effect on Aug. 25. 
Three states — Georgia, 
South Carolina and Ohio 
— have laws banning 
abortion when fetal car-
diac activity is detected, 
at about six weeks. Flori-
da’s law bans abortion at 
15 weeks, and Arizona’s 
will as of Sep. 24.

Some experts say the 
inconsistency among 
Republicans about how 
to move forward under-
scores how new the 
debate is — and how 
unprepared the party was 
for it.

“Historically, GOP can-
didates and policy mak-
ers were in a politically 
convenient spot when it 
came to being ‘pro-life,’” 
University of Denver 
political science profes-
sor Joshua Wilson told 
the AP in an email.

Until Roe was over-
turned, Republican-
controlled states could 
introduce legislation 
to dismantle abortion 
access, knowing that 
federal courts bound by 
the law at the time would 
block the most aggres-
sive regulations. That 
and the issue’s lower 
salience among Demo-
cratic and moderate vot-
ers, Wilson noted, “were 
linked guardrails against 
political backlash.”

The rejected ballot 
measure in Kansas sur-
prised advocates on both 
sides, not only because it 
was defeated by a 20-per-
centage-point margin 

but also because turnout 
surged, driven by voters 
who weren’t participat-
ing in the Republican 
primary. Prioritization 
of abortion and women’s 
rights is growing among 
abortion rights support-
ers, and Democrats are 
seeking to capitalize on 
the shift by campaigning 
on the issue and pushing 
for ballot measures in 
other states.

Polling shows the most 
extreme anti-abortion 
laws are at odds with 
the American public and 
even most Republicans.

The July AP-NORC 
poll showed Republicans 
are largely opposed to 
abortion “for any reason” 
and at 15 weeks into a 
pregnancy. But only 16% 
of Republicans say abor-
tion generally should be 
“illegal in all cases.”

Most Republicans 
said their state should 
generally allow a preg-
nant person to obtain 
a legal abortion if the 
child would be born 
with a life-threatening 
illness (61%), the person 
became pregnant as the 
result of rape or incest 
(77%) or if the person’s 
health is seriously endan-
gered (85%).

A majority of Repub-
licans, 56%, also said 
their state should gener-
ally allow abortion at six 
weeks into a pregnancy.

GOP politicians may 
begin to face pressure 
to satisfy their base’s 
most conservative anti-
abortion opponents — 
they want total abortion 
bans — and the moder-
ate or independent voter, 
who is more accepting of 
abortion at early points 
in the pregnancy and 
in extenuating circum-
stances.

That’s led some can-
didates to pivot from 
hard-line positions in 
their primaries to more 
diffuse rhetoric ahead of 
their general election in 
purple states. In Arizo-
na, the Republican can-
didate for governor, Kari 
Lake, who said during 
the primary that “abor-
tion is the ultimate sin” 
and abortion pills should 
be outlawed, punted to 
the Legislature when 
asked about the specifics 
of abortion policy after 
she won.

When he was running 
to be Georgia Republi-
cans’ nominee for the 
U.S. Senate, Herschel 
Walker was unequivocal 
in his support for an out-
right abortion ban with 
no exceptions. Now that 
he is the nominee run-
ning in a tight general 
election contest, he’s 
more circumspect. When 
asked plainly whether 
he’d vote for an absolute 
prohibition in a Repub-
lican-controlled Senate, 
Walker demurred.

“That’s an ‘if,’” Walker 
said, telling reporters 
he won’t entertain such 
a hypothetical scenario 
“right now.”

Post-Roe differences surface 
in GOP over new abortion rules

Michael Conroy | AP file
Anti-abortion supporters rally as the Indiana Senate Rules Committee met to consider a Republican 
proposal to ban nearly all abortions in the state during a hearing at the Statehouse in Indianapolis 
on July 26. 



that scientists named 
“Bald Eagle Disturbance” 
that is exclusively used 
when certain subtypes of 
gulls are in the presence 
of bald eagles, their big-
gest nemesis and preda-
tor.

According to the Ohio 
Department of Natural 
Resources, “The bald 
eagle occurs in marshes, 
swamps and river sys-
tems throughout Ohio.” 
The country’s national 
symbol, the bald eagle 
was once notably on the 
Endangered Species List, 
but is still being moni-
tored. According to the 
ODNR, “Bald Eagles have 
continued to recover from 
a low of four breeding 
pairs in 1979.”

Their population in 
Ohio now encompasses 
a “documented 707 nests 
throughout the state of 
Ohio,” according to a 
recent statewide nest 
census.

Like the bald eagle, 
Ohio gulls have recovered 
from historically being 
near extinction. Their 
once declining numbers 
was attributed to their 

use in millinery, such as 
the fancy plumed hats 
favored by fashionable 
denizens of the late 19th 
century. As a result of 
their inclusion in the 
making of increasingly 

extravagant ladies’ hats, 
the gulls’ existence was 
once threatened.

Pretty feathers, plum-
age and even entire wings 
or birds, at the time, 
adorned millinery to 

such an extent that gulls 
were in danger of becom-
ing extinct. But wildlife 
legislation in the interim 
has allowed the gulls to 
successfully rebound and 
thrive.

Why are they here  
and what do they want

The gulls are adapt-
able by nature and the 
edible detritus created 
by human consumer 
activity accounts for 
their presence in, and 
adaptation to, more 
metropolitan spaces, 
according to Ohio 
author and journalist 
Robert Loewendick, who 
has studied the species 
and other state wildlife 
extensively, and has 
documented their ten-
dencies and activities.

The human reaction 
to the seemingly salient 
sight of birds that seem 
somehow out of place is 
something he’s noticed, 
too.

“The gulls of Ohio 
are an interesting sight, 
especially displayed 
against the drab colors 
of winter,” he said.

Amidst a background 
of stark commercial 
landscapes, Ohio gulls, 
feasting on the scraps 
of commerce, bring the 
soothing seaside sounds 
of the beach and make 
us stop for a second to 
think, “Why are there 
seagulls in this parking 
lot in Ohio?”

The proliferation of 
gulls around human 

activity is easy explain-
able, according to 
Loewendick, who said 
the species has become 
less timid around 
humans in their ongo-
ing, scavenging quest 
for food. The gull’s nor-
mal diet would include 
fish, small salamanders, 
rodent animals, insects, 
and even a small bird 
if the opportunity pres-
ents itself, according 
to Loewendick. But the 
intrusion of humans has 
resulted in adaptation 
and a change in diet. 

“Human sprawl has 
invaded to the edges of 
ponds, lakes and rivers,” 
Loewendick said, and 
that has changed their 
behavior.

“As with most wild-
life species, members 
of the gull family have 
adapted to the change 
in habitat,” Loewendick 
said. Nevertheless, he 
cautioned that humans 
should not attempt to 
befriend or directly feed 
them.

“Please don’t offer a 
full anything to eat as 
human handouts create 
health issues for the 
birds,” Loewendick said.

Juliane Cartaino is a stringer for 
The Times-Gazette.
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Fayette County Fish & Game Assn.
2022 Fall Shoot Schedule

X CARD All Start at 10 a.m. Fee Based

CLIP AND SAVE 

August 28th 10 a.m.
September 11th & 25th

October 9th & 23rd
November 13th & 27th
December 11th & 18th

Open Shooting Schedule
August thru October – Tuesday’s 5-8 p.m. and Fridays  

9 till noon
Saturday August 20th noon 3 p.m. Fee Based

Rifle Bench Shoots 10 a.m.
Third Sunday thru November – Fee Based

“Rimfire practice” 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Fee Based
August 21st, September 18th, October 16th

“S.W. Ohio Rimfire Challenge”
8 a.m. – 4 p,m, August 27th – Fee Based

Follow Fayette County Fish & Game on Facebook Group 
page for updates. Range location 1236 Robinson Road, 

Wash. C.H. 

Ad Courtesy of Fayette County Travel and Tourism Bureau

OH-70297489
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frankfurters for 35 cents.
This week in 1960, 

the Lynchburg News 
reported that John Mar-
tin, chairman of the joint 
Lion’s Club and volun-
teer firemen’s commit-
tee, announced that the 
ending of the Labor Day 
Homecoming would have 
“one of the most spectac-
ular displays of fireworks 
ever seen here.”

Karen Pfister, a senior, 
was announced to be rep-
resenting the Lynchburg 
Future Farmers of Amer-
ica in the annual State 
Fair Queen Contest, 
which was scheduled for 
Aug. 27.

Roger Barker, a reg-
istered Republican, 
received an endorsement 
from the Highland Coun-
ty Democratic Executive 
and Central Committee 
to be appointed as the 
permanent postmaster in 
Lynchburg.

Emily Huff, Burton 
Morris and Mack Sauer 
were named as new 
board members at the 
Highland County TB and 
Health Association, with 
Sauer named the Seal 
Campaign chairman for 
1960.

In sports, the Buckeye 
League Bavarians trav-
eled to Lynchburg and 
gifted the Lynchburg 
baseball team their sec-
ond loss in the elimina-
tion playoffs by a score 
of 11 to 6, meaning 
Lynchburg’s next loss 
would eliminate it from 
the playoffs.

The Roselawn Auto 
Theatre in Allensburg 
advertised multiple films 
including “The Bellboy,” 
starring Jerry Lewis, and 
“Ten Seconds to Hell,” 
starring Jeff Chandler 
and Jack Palance.

Griffith Motors, locat-
ed in Lynchburg, adver-
tised multiple vehicles, 
including a 1953 Ford V8 
nine-passenger station 
wagon for $495 and a 
1945 GMC two-ton truck 
in “good condition” for 
$195.

This week in 1985, 
The Press-Gazette 
reported that Highland 
County residents living 
outside of Hillsboro had 
the possibility of losing 
life squad services begin-
ning on Jan. 1, 1986, 
because of the “tremen-
dous cost” involved in 
paying employees for the 
life squad trips.

Around 64,000 sched-
ules were delivered to 

Photo by Juliane Cartaino
Ring-billed gulls like the one in this photograph can be identified by the distinctive black ring around 
their bill.

From page 1

Gulls

potential Southern State 
Community College 
students from Adams, 
Brown, Clinton, Fayette 
and Highland counties 
and included new options 
like nursing, engineering 
and accounting.

The Highland County 
Board of Commissioners 
announced that Mer-
chants National Bank 
was selected to be the 
depository for active 
county funds because of a 
proposal delivered by the 
bank, with the fixed inter-
est rate on money depos-
ited to be 9.21 percent.

The Hillsboro Fire 
Department was called 
in to respond to a fire at 
Jaycees Clubhouse where 
a fire “apparently” started 
in a wastebasket after 
some hot ashes were left 
in an ashtray and then 
dumped into the trash 
container. There was 
minor fire damage and 
heavy smoke throughout 
the building.

The Highway 50 Drive-
In Theatre, located on 
U.S. Route 50 in Allens-
burg, advertised multiple 
movies including “Teen 
Wolf,” starring Michael 
J. Fox, and “Night of the 
Comet,” starring Kelli 
Maroney and Catherine 
Mary Stewart.

Edmisten’s Home Fur-
nishings, located eight 
miles south of Seaman off 
S.R. 247, advertised mul-
tiple products including 
an Astrolounger Hide-
A-Bed love seat size for 
$269.95 and bunk beds 
with bedding included for 
$159.95.

This week in 2010, The 
Times-Gazette reported 

that Blake’s Coffey Shop in 
downtown Greenfield cele-
brated its 50th anniversary, 
with founder Rosie Blake 
still working in the store at 
the time of the anniversary.

The Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources, Divi-
sion of Wildlife, announced 
that the state’s squirrel sea-
son was scheduled to open 
on Sept. 1, when hunters 
could claim up to six of the 
animals.

Highland County’s 
unemployment rate fell by 
0.2 percent to 15.8 percent 
for July 2010 but was still 
less than the highest rate 
in the state, which was 
Clinton County at 16.7 
percent.

People were invited to 
meet the firefighters at 
Paint Creek Joint EMS/
Fire District at an open 
house scheduled at the 
department’s headquarters 
on North Washington 
Street in Greenfield.

In sports, the McClain 
freshman, junior varsity 
and varsity cheerleading 
teams attended a Universal 
Cheerleading Association 
camp at Ohio Northern 
University where they 
claimed multiple awards, 
one of the being the “cov-
eted” Traditions Awards, 
which was given to the 
team that showed the most 
leadership.

Gusweiler Toyota, locat-
ed in Washington Court 
House, advertised multiple 
vehicles including a 2011 
Camry LE, with four 
doors, for $179 per month, 
and a new 1020 RAV4 4x4 
for $209 a month.

Reach Jacob Clary at 937-402-
2570.

From page 1
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Weekly 
Deli Specials

* While supplies last

Brown Sugar Ham
$4.49 lb

Easy Carve Ham
$3.93 lb

Sm. Kojack Cheese
$4.32 lb

Provolone Cheese
$3.96 lb2621 Burnt Cabin Rd., Seaman, OH

937-386-9995
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • DELI 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. • Closed Sundays

Prices effective: 
Aug 22 - Aug 27, 2022

Formerly Keims Family Market

Authen t i c  Amish Shopp ing

Winchester Happenings
By Joyce Porter and 
Patsy Roberts

This weekend for our 
Winchester Homecom-
ing Festival! It has been 
a lot of work trying to 
get everything ready and 
hard to believe the time 
is upon us. To continue 
with the Saturday sched-
ule, at 4:30 p.m. enter-
tainment will be Mr. C. 
and the Adams County 
3 singing country and 
bluegrass. The 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournaments 
begin at 5 p.m. Also at 
5 p.m.is the infamous 
Duck Dump – if the 
duck dumps on your 
number you win $400 
cash.

The Culinary Con-
test is at 6 p.m. on the 
main stage with Sam 
Bolender as our auc-
tioneer. At 6:45 p.m. 
we have Union Springs, 
also a country and 
bluegrass band. We are 
very excited to again 
offer our Historic Ghost 
Ride through the old 
section of the cemetery 
beginning at 8 p.m. The 
wagons are being pulled 
by Mike Swackhammer 
and Rick Hardin so we 
should be relatively safe 
among the ghosts. Also 
at 8 p.m. is Rebel Sound 
Club, a returning coun-
try/rock/pop entertain-
ment group. Saturday 
evening at 9 p.m. is the 
Split the Pot Drawing.

On Sunday at noon 
is another of our favor-
ite gospel groups, The 
Watchmen (Mark Tolle). 
Replay will entertain us 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
with 50s, 60s, 70s, and 
80s music (Chief Don-

nie Edgington is part of 
this group). The parade 
begins at 3 p.m. and the 
last activity of the day 
begins around 4:15 p.m. 
with announcement of 
Raffl e Drawing winners. 
(Please pray for nice 
weather)

If you wish to bring 
a quilt, cookie jar or 
apron to be displayed 
please bring the item to 
the Methodist Church, 
front entrance, either 
Thursday, August 25 
from 6 - 7 p.m. or Friday, 
August 26 from noon - 1 
p.m. Someone from the 
Festival Committee will 
be in attendance at all 
times during this event. 
All items displayed 
must be removed from 
the church at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday evening so the 
church is ready for Sun-
day morning services

W3CU Compassion 
Ministries (food) is 3:30 
– 5:30 p.m. on the third 
Thursday each month. 
The clothing pantry will 
be open from 3 – 6 .. We 
are looking at having an 
additional day to better 
serve anyone in need. 
Clothing donations can 
be dropped off on Tues-
day mornings between 9 
– 11 a.m. (except pantry 
week). If you can volun-
teer to help with food 
boxes, just show up dur-
ing distribution times. 

The next Distribution 
date is September 15.

Winchester’s Past 
(Patsy Roberts): During 
our historic ghost ride 
(on a wagon) this Sat-
urday night at 8pm, you 
will be hearing about 
Peter Shriver, portrayed 
by Harry Speck. Peter 
was one of the fi rst 
pioneer settlers in Win-
chester and his farm was 
located where the Win-
chester Lake is. Zayne 
Roberts will be Aaron 
Shriver, Peter’s grand-
son who was in the Civil 
War. He was also a post-
master for Winchester 
along with being on the 
school board. Elizabeth 
Middleton will be por-
trayed by Patti Jarvis. 
Elizabeth was married 
to Israel DeBruin and 
had 10 children. Patsy 
Roberts will portray 
Margaret Barr who 
refused to cross over 
because she did not have 
a headstone. Blanche 
Roades will be portrayed 
by Becky Osborne. 
Blanche was a long-
time schoolteacher at 
the Winchester school. 
Bev Mathias will be 
Lida Gertude Frow, 
who became one of the 
most brilliant newspa-
per women in the great 
West. Bev’s granddaugh-
ter, Kensley, will be a 
native American who 
lived in this area since 
the 1700’s. See you Sat-
urday night!

Information is due by 
Sunday evening and can 
be sent by calling (937) 
-2309 (leave a message) 
or by email at japort-
er45697@gmail.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled a public 
hearing in Case Nos. 21-986-GA-ABN and 21-1035-GA-AAM, In the 
Matter of the Application of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. for Authority to 
Abandon Certain Propane-Air Facilities and for Authority to Change 
Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke), it 
has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural 
gas during peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke as-
serts that these caverns cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke 
has determined that the caverns and associated propane-air facilities, 
specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, and the portion of 
facilities in Erlanger, Kentucky allocated to Ohio customers, should 
be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Cor-
ridor Pipeline approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke 
to retire the caverns and associated propane-air peaking facilities while 
maintaining safe and reliable service to customers. In re the Applica-
tion of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-BTX, Opinion, 
Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts that 
environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was 
addressed in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed 
until the caverns and associated facilities have been decommissioned. 
Consequently, Duke believes that the abandonment is reasonable, is in 
the best interest of the public, and should be approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for 
abandonment be approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral 
authority for the net book value of the propane inventory but does not 
recommend deferral authority for the net book value of the propane 
caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority for 
a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that 
recovery of these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these 
amounts have been reviewed and addressed in future proceedings 
before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff ’s report, Duke and Staff 
have entered into a stipulation and recommendation purporting to 
resolve all issues in the case, which has been offered to the Commis-
sion for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on Septem-
ber 8, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-C, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 
3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.
gov, or contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

www.peoplesdefender.com

We appreciate 
our customers!

Thank you for 
supporting 
local news.
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Celebrating 30 years!
We are proud to have you on our team

and offer our congratulations on this service milestone.

Lisa Brown
Customer Marketing Manager

THANK YOU!
On behalf of Pennington Seed, Cedar Works 

and Central Garden & Pet
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Accounting Methods. According to Duke Energy Ohio, Inc. (Duke), it 
has used manmade caverns since 1959 to store propane that it uses, 
along with the associated propane-air facilities, to supplement natural 
gas during peak usage periods and when otherwise needed. Duke as-
serts that these caverns cannot be inspected or repaired. Further, Duke 
has determined that the caverns and associated propane-air facilities, 
specifically facilities at East Works, Dick’s Creek, and the portion of 
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be abandoned and replaced by alternative methods to provide reliable 
natural gas distribution service. According to Duke, the Central Cor-
ridor Pipeline approved by the Ohio Power Siting Board enables Duke 
to retire the caverns and associated propane-air peaking facilities while 
maintaining safe and reliable service to customers. In re the Applica-
tion of Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., Case No. 16-253-GA-BTX, Opinion, 
Order, and Certificate (Nov. 21, 2019). Furthermore, Duke asserts that 
environmental remediation of its manufactured gas plants, which was 
addressed in Case No. 14-375-GA-RDR, et al., cannot be completed 
until the caverns and associated facilities have been decommissioned. 
Consequently, Duke believes that the abandonment is reasonable, is in 
the best interest of the public, and should be approved. 

Staff of the Commission recommended that Duke’s application for 
abandonment be approved. Further, Staff also recommended deferral 
authority for the net book value of the propane inventory but does not 
recommend deferral authority for the net book value of the propane 
caverns. Staff also recommended approval of deferral authority for 
a portion of the estimated decommissioning costs. Staff asserts that 
recovery of these deferred amounts cannot be recovered until these 
amounts have been reviewed and addressed in future proceedings 
before the Commission. 

Since the filing of the application and Staff ’s report, Duke and Staff 
have entered into a stipulation and recommendation purporting to 
resolve all issues in the case, which has been offered to the Commis-
sion for consideration. 

An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding will commence on Septem-
ber 8, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of the Commission, Hearing 
Room 11-C, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215. 

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215- 
3793, viewing the Commission’s web page at http://www.puco.ohio.
gov, or contacting the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826.

Scioto Foundation announces new Southern 
Ohio Folklife Endowment Fund
News Release

The Scioto Founda-
tion has announced the 
creation of the Southern 
Ohio Folklife Endow-
ment Fund, an orga-
nizational fund estab-
lished for the benefit 
of the new nonprofit’s 
efforts to embrace the 
rich folklife of eleven 
counties in this part of 
Appalachian Ohio. The 
new endowment fund 
will be used for support 
of the research, com-
munity engagement or 
educational purposes of 
Southern Ohio Folklife. 
The new nonprofit plans 
to participate in the 
Foundation’s 2022 Scioto 
Gives campaign on Octo-
ber 20.

“Southern Ohio 
Folklife is excited to join 
the Scioto Foundation 
family this year because 
we are interested in con-
necting with other orga-
nizations in the area and 
growing our potential 
for long-term investment 
to carry out folklife proj-
ects. Building our capac-
ity early on will help us 
develop intentionally and 
sustainably,” said South-
ern Ohio Folklife Execu-
tive Director Cassie 
Rosita Patterson.

“Our goal for this 
endowment fund 
includes but is not limit-
ed to supporting folklife 
research and program-
ming that fosters cul-
tural understanding and 
solidarity between Latine 
and Appalachian com-
munities across southern 
Ohio,” Patterson added.

The purpose and mis-
sion of Southern Ohio 
Folklife is to research, 
support, document 
and network folklife 
within the Southern 
Ohio region, focusing 
specifically on Cler-
mont, Brown, Highland, 
Adams, Ross, Pike, 
Scioto, Vinton, Jackson, 

Lawrence and Gallia 
Counties. The nonprofit 
engages community-
centered participatory 
approaches and collab-
orative methodologies in 
order

to center local perspec-
tives and knowledges in 
complex, equitable and 
inclusive representations 
and decision-making pro-
cesses that impact local 
life.

After receiving a plan-
ning grant from Ohio 
Humanities in 2021, 
Southern Ohio Folklife 
has been awarded a quar-
terly grant from the state 
organization to continue 
its work with the Latine 
community. The non-
profit seeks to deepen 
and expand existing 
relationships in the area, 
recruiting more collabo-
rators and stakeholders 
and continuing to build 
collaborative frameworks 
with the project Steer-
ing Committee and to 
contextualize Latine life 
in the area by conduct-
ing archival and public 
research that culminates 
in a white paper that is 
available for free to the 
general public.

They also intend 
to continue explor-
ing Latine life in the 
southern Ohio region 
through fieldwork and by 
collecting and transcrib-
ing 3 – 4 bilingual oral 
histories with Latine 
leaders, to establish a 
bilingual archival collec-
tion with the Center for 
Public History at Shaw-
nee State University 
and to contribute to the 
existing Oral Narratives 
of Latin@s in Ohio Col-
lection at the Center for 
Folklore Studies at The 
Ohio State University.

Finally, they plan to 
present their work at a 
public event and solicit 
feedback from commu-
nity members. At the end 
of the grant period they 
will reflect on their work 
and the feedback from 
the public event and 
brainstorm their next 
steps based on expressed 
community interests.

Collaborators for the 
project include the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center and the 
Center for Public History 
at Shawnee State Univer-
sity.

The Latine in Southern 
Ohio project is headed 
by Dr. Cassie Rosita 
Patterson, Executive 
Director of Southern 
Ohio Folklife. Patterson 
earned her PhD degree 
from the OSU Depart-
ment of

English with interdis-
ciplinary specialization 
in Folklore. She previ-

ously served as Associate 
Director of the Center 
for Folklife Studies and 
was Director of the 
Folklore Archives from 
2012 – 2021. Her team 
includes Fieldworker Dr. 
Celine Lamb (Indepen-
dent) and Bookkeeper: 
Sue Eleuterio, M.A., 
(Independent Folklorist).

The Project Steering 
Committee includes 
Joseph D. (J.D.) Emmett 
(Curriculum Special-
ist, South Central Ohio 
Educational Service 
Center), Dr. Sophia 
Enriquez (Assistant 
Professor of Music, Duke 
University), Dr. Andrew 
Feight (Professor of His-
tory and Directory of the 
Center for Public His-
tory, Shawnee State ),Dr. 
Elena Foulis, (Assistant 
Professor, Department 
of Language, Literature 
and the Arts, Texas 

A & M, San Antonio, 
Edwin Martell (Board 
of Trustees, Southern 
Ohio Folklife and Watch 
Me Grow, Ohio), Hector 
Reffit (Pastor, The Cross 
Church of the Nazarene), 
and Dr. Pablo Salinas 
(Associate Professor, 
Spanish Language and 
Hispanic Cultures and 
Literatures, Department 
of English, Shawnee 
State University).

Among localites serv-
ing on the Southern 
Ohio Folklife Board are 
Dr. Barbara Bradbury, 
retired Dean of Students 
at Shawnee State Uni-
versity and co-owner of 
the organic Hurricane 
Run Farm, who is sec-
retary of the Southern 
Ohio Folklife Board of 
Trustees; award-winning 
singer and songwriter 
Steve Free, and former 
Portsmouth City Coun-

cilman Edwin Martell of 
Watch Me Grow Ohio.

Multigenerational 
Appalachian artist Liza 
Jane Boggz, who was 
born and raised in Ports-
mouth, is a member of 
the Advisory Committee.

Contributions to the 
Southern Ohio Folklife 
Endowment Fund from 
family, friends, support-
ers of the arts or the 
general public may be 
made at any time. Dona-
tions may be in the form 
of gifts of cash, securities 
or property.

Additional information 
about the Southern Ohio 
Folklife Fund or other 
planned giving opportu-
nities at the Scioto Foun-
dation may be obtained 
by contacting Patty 
Tennant, Program Office 
– Donor Services, or SF 
Executive Director Kim 
Cutlip at (740) 354-4612.



natural product called D-2 
that she gets online at 
atlaspreservation.com. It 
is the same product they 
use at Arlington.

Weiss says you do not 
want to ever use a house-
hold product like bleach 
on a stone, and never 
power wash them. The 
first thing that she does is 
spray it down with water, 
then squirt the D-2 on 
and wait five minutes and 
then you can start scrap-
ing off the lichens with a 
plastic putty knife.

Spray more water on 
the stone as you are 
working as it is important 
to keep it wet. You can 
then take a soft brittle 
brush and start scrubbing 
around the names and 
dates.

Sometimes you can see 
a difference right away. 
Some stones may turn 
a yellowish color first 
— that is called a blush. 
After the product sits 
on the stone and after it 
has been scrubbed, the 
blush goes away. The 
longer the product stays 
on the stone, the longer it 
works, so even after you 
are done, it is still clean-
ing.

Mickey does this in her 
spare time, in-between 
working a job and taking 
care of her autistic son. 
She likes to go early in 
the morning before it 
gets too hot and later in 
the evening after the sun 
goes down.

“If more people would 
get involved, we could 
have every tombstone 
in the cemetery cleaned 
up.,” she said.

When asked if it was an 
expensive hobby, she jok-
ingly said, “Yes, I work to 
support my hobby!”

She said the one-quart 
spray bottle cost about 

$20 and can clean 9-10 
stones.

Mickey is a preserva-
tionist that is keeping 
these tombstones from 
being lost to time. Mold, 
mildew, lichens, dirt, 
and the environment will 
eventually take their toll 
on these old monuments 
if they are not properly 
cleaned occasionally. Half 
of them were so bad the 
names could not be read 
at all.

Will Mickey be able 
to reach her goal by her 
birthday in September? 
She said she was delayed 
a month in June because 
her son had to have sur-
gery.

If you would like to see 
the names of the veter-
ans’ stones that she has 
cleaned already, and keep 
up with her accomplish-
ment, you can friend her 
on Facebook at Mickey 
Weiss (McKinzie Brown). 
Send her an Instant Mes-
sage if you would like to 
help or start cleaning in 
another cemetery.

She warns it is a dirty 
job, and she has had to 
fight heat, sweat, bees, 
rain, and people coming 

out of the woods, but she 
has persevered.

The rewards include 
feeling peaceful and 
empowered, as well as 
seeing deer roaming the 
cemetery.

The American Legion 
Auxiliary in Blanchester 
is proud to have Mickey 
as a member and Chair-
man of the Legislation 
Committee.

Mickey has cleaned up 
tombstones from veterans 
that served in the Revo-
lutionary War, the Civil 
War, and every war since 
then. The oldest ones 
date from the 1860s.

Very few know what 
Mickey is doing — but 
it is certain that the vet-
erans, their families, the 
pioneer families, every 
patriot, and everybody 
in town will appreciate 
Mickey’s selfless service.
Linda Mider is president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary Marion 
Unit 179, Blanchester.

“My kids really enjoyed these lessons and 
gained a great deal of confidence around water 
and learned about safety,” said parent Lacey Cot-
trell. “I am so thankful for the chance that they 
were given with their scholarships to do these 
lessons and they would love to be able to continue 
them!

“I was so excited when I was able to get my 
granddaughter involved in real swimming lessons 
at Sabina pool over this past summer. So many 
families do not have access to a pool large enough 
to really teach children the importance of knowing 
how to swim and be safe in the water,” said grand-
parent Nicole Richmond.

Fall swim lessons at WC
Registration is now open for fall session swim 

lessons that will be held at Wilmington College 
from Sept. 7- Oct. 3 with support from the Wilm-
ington College swim team as instructors. More 
information can be found at fb.com/kiwaniswilm-
ington.

Sponsors are welcomed to support fall swim 
lessons. Contact kirstin.harris15@gmail.com for 
more information on sponsorship opportunities.

Ohio EPA staff reported 
finding healthy fish 
further downstream of 
Cowan Creek when it 
crosses Ireland Road, 
meaning the chemicals 
from the foam hadn’t 
reached that point.

Also during council:
• Wilmington Police 

Chief Ron Fithen hon-
ored police dispatcher 
Terri Murphy for her 
work and professional-
ism during the foam 
accident on August 
7 and the nearby FBI 
standoff on August 11.

• Council approved 
a resolution supporting 
the Trap/Neuter/Return 
(TNR) Program which 
will humanely control 
the feral cat population 
in the city.

• Mayor John Stan-
forth announced that on 
August 24, City Water 
Protection Coordina-
tor Travis Luncan will 
be presented with the 
Conservationist of Year 
Award at the Warren 
County Soil and Conser-
vation annual meeting.

• Safety/Service 
Director Brian Shidaker 

informed council that 
South Street in front 
of the library would be 
closed on August 22 to 
fix a collapsed storm 
sewer.

• Shidaker told coun-
cil he is aware a sign 
on Progress Way is mis-

spelled. He mentioned 
this to council, because 
he has received many 
calls in regard to the 
sign.

Reach John Hamilton at 937-382-
2574
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Wilmington Police Chief Ron Fithen, left, presents a special plaque 
to Terri Murphy for her dispatch work during the fire suppression 
foam discharge incident and the FBI stand-off.

Wilmington Public Work Director Rick Schaffer gives a report 
about foam spillage as a result of the accident at the air park.
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“Negotiations were attempted for several hours 
with the female suspect without success,” said 
Fithen. “The Wilmington Police Department 
Special Response Team was used to extract the 
suspect from the vehicle.”

The suspect was taken to Clinton Memorial for 
a mental health evaluation, said Fithen.

The grant dollars going to WPD are specifically 
“to pay for retention and/or hiring bonuses to help 
maintain current law enforcement staffing levels, 
recruit new officers, and continue ongoing public 
safety services to prevent and investigate violent 
crime,” the release added.

DeWine, in partnership with the Ohio General 
Assembly, created the Ohio Violent Crime Reduc-
tion Grant Program last year to give local law 
enforcement additional tools to address violence, 
including increases in crime associated with law 
enforcement retirements and resignations.

The grant program is funded through both the 
state operating budget and with ARPA funds. The 
21 grants announced Thursday in the seventh 
round of recipients are all funded through ARPA.
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Apple disclosed serious secu-
rity vulnerabilities for iPhones, 
iPads and Macs that could 
potentially allow attackers to 
take complete control of these 
devices.

Apple released two securi-
tyreports about the issue on 

Wednesday, although they 
didn’t receive wide attention 
outside of tech publications.

Apple’s explanation of the 
vulnerability means a hacker 
could get “full admin access” to 
the device. That would allow 
intruders to impersonate the 
device’s owner and subsequent-

ly run any software in their 
name, said Rachel Tobac, CEO 
of SocialProof Security.

Security experts have 
advised users to update affect-
ed devices — the iPhone6S and 
later models; several models 
of the iPad, including the 5th 
generation and later, all iPad 

Pro models and the iPad Air 
2; and Mac computers running 
MacOS Monterey. The flaw 
also affects some iPod models.

Apple did not say in the 
reports how, where or by whom 
the vulnerabilities were discov-
ered. In all cases, it cited an 
anonymous researcher.

Commercial spyware compa-
nies such as Israel’s NSO Group 
are known for identifying and 
taking advantage of such flaws, 
exploiting them in malware 
that surreptitiously infects 
targets’ smartphones, siphons 
their contents and surveils the 
targets in real time.

Apple warns of security flaw for iPhones, iPads and Macs



Upcoming public/community 
events in Clinton County include 
the below. Email your public event 
information to info@wnewsj.com .

Saturday, 
August 27

• 2nd Annual End 
of Summer Craft Fair 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 27 at Veterans 
Memorial Park, 933 
Broadway St., Blanches-
ter. Free parking and no 
admission cost. Featuring 
handmade crafts, spe-
cialty items and boutique 
items.

• Township Talk 
— featuring Adams, 
Chester, Marion, and 
Vernon Townships — pre-
sented by Clinton County 
Historical Society and 
Genealogical Society 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday at 
the History Center, 149 
E. Locust St., Wilming-
ton. Provides you with 
materials you need to 
learn about the county. 
Open to both members 
and non-members at no 
cost; donation asked if 
you find your visit worth-
while. Family tree forms, 
research charts; Celebrat-
ing Clinton County pen-
cils given out, coloring 
sheets and crayons for 
kids 7 and under. Also a 
short museum scavenger 
hunt.

• Standout in sup-
port of Ukraine — pub-
lic invited noon-1 p.m. 
Saturdays, corner of 
Locust and South South 
Streets, Wilmington. Rain 
or shine. Clinton County 
Alliance for Compas-
sion and Truth (A.C.T.) 
and Empathy Surplus 
Network USA, sponsors, 
encourage signs promot-
ing freedom, democracy, 
and peace. Limited num-
ber of signs available on 
site.

Wednesday, 
August 31

• Overdose Aware-
ness Day — Community 
events 4 to 7 p.m. at both 
the J.W. Denver Williams 
Jr. Memorial Park in 
Wilmington, and at The 
Exchange (203 S. Wright 
St. in Blanchester), an 
outreach ministry of 

Blanchester Church of 
the Nazarene. Food, com-
munity speakers, personal 
testimonies, Narcan train-
ing and distribution.

• Opening reception 
for Professor Hal Shunk’s 
“Retirement Exhibit” at 
Wilmington College’s 
Harcum Art Gallery, 6-8 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
31. Free of charge, and 
refreshments served.

Thursday, 
Sept. 1

• Booklovers, a 
Blanchester area book 
discussion group, will be 
held at Blanchester Public 
Library 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 1 discussing ” A 
Good Girl’s Guide to 
Murder” by Holly Jack-
son. Anyone interested in 
participating may call the 
library at (937) 783-3585 
to get a copy. New mem-
bers are welcome. For 
more information, contact 
the library.

September 
2-4

• Nowhere Else 
Festival — Musicians 
include Courtney Marie 
Andrews, Iris DeMent, 
Carrie Newcomer, and 
of course Over the Rhine 
(and more). It’s on a farm 
located at 190 Townsend 
Road near Martinsville in 
Clinton County. For ticket 
info, visit NowhereElse-
Festival.com .

Saturday, 
Sept. 3

• All-you-can-eat 
breakfast buffet for $10 
the first Saturday of each 
month 8-11 a.m. at the 
Aging Up center located 
at 717 N. Nelson Avenue. 
Bar includes eggs, sau-
sage, gravy, biscuits, 
pancakes, coffee cake, 
yogurt and drink. Open 
to public.

Wednesday, 
Sept. 7

• Unlimited Soup & 
Salad Bar open to public, 

first Wednesday of each 
month 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Aging Up senior center, 
717 N. Nelson Ave., 
Wilmington.

Friday, 
Sept. 9

• An Evening with 
the Fancy Free Cloggers 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
9 for “a journey with 
us — dancing, music, 
comedy, and more!” All 
tickets $12. For more 
information or to reserve 
your tickets, visit www.
themurphytheatre.org 
or call 937-382-3643 or 
email boxoffice@themur-
phytheatre.org .

Fri-Sunday, 
Sept. 9-11

• Clinton County 
Corn Festival Friday 
through Sunday, Sept. 
9-11 at Clinton County 
Fairgrounds. Daily admis-
sion is $4. For more 
information including the 
complete list of events 
and times/dates, visit 
www.cornfestivalonline.
com.

Saturday, 
Sept. 10

• Secret Life of 
Plants Hike 9-10:30 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 10 at 
Caesar Creek Gorge State 
Nature Preserve, 4080 
Corwin Road, Oregonia 
(Corwin Road parking 
lot). Through the gorge 
loop of Caesar Creek 
park, where participants 
will examine the fascinat-
ing ways plants defend 
and disperse themselves. 
Sturdy footwear recom-
mended. For questions 
please contact Eric Sagas-
ser at Eric.sagasser@dnr.
ohio.gov.

Friday, 
Sept. 16

• New Vienna Okto-
berfest 2022 is 6-11 p.m. 
Friday and 11 a.m.-11 
p.m. Saturday featuring 
food and crafts vendors 
and, in concert: Friday 

7-11 p.m. Vinyl Count-
down; Saturday noon-4 
p.m. Teachers Pet Band; 
and Saturday 7-11 p.m. 
American Rebel.

Saturday, 
Sept. 17

• Wilmington Col-
lege Homecoming 
is Saturday, Sept. 17. 
Featured events include: 
Alumni Tent open for 
check-in 8:30 a.m.-2 
p.m.; Tours and Tail-
gates with WC Admis-
sion (McCoy Room/
Kelly Center) 10 a.m.; 
WC Tailgating 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. (Center for Sci-
ences & Ag parking lot); 
family-friendly activities 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. (Collett 
Mall); Athletic Hall of 
Fame Brunch 10:30 a.m., 
(Lobby, Boyd Center); 
Special Classroom Ses-
sion I (learn about new 
Occupational Therapy 
and Athletic Training 
master’s classes; Cen-
ter for Sport Sciences 
lobby); Greek Bed Races, 
11 a.m. (Withrow Cir-
cle); Food Truck Alley 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. (Elm St.); 
Aggieville noon-2 p.m. 
(Elm & College streets); 
Special Classroom Ses-
sion II (learn about 
Master of Organizational 
Leadership program; 
Lecture Hall 148, Cen-
ter for Scienses & Ag); 
Fightin’ Quakers football 
game vs. Otterbein, kick-
off 2 p.m. at Williams 
Stadium; BSI/CBS/MSU 
Alumni reception 4:30-
5:30 p.m. (Boyd Center 
Lobby); Alumni Awards 
& Milestone Reunions 
for Classes of ‘72, ‘82, 
‘92 and ‘02 (cost $35/
person; TOP Dining 
Hall/Pyle Center); First 
Decade Society Reunion 
Party for Classes of 
2012-2022 (Tin Cap 
Cidery on Sugartree St.) 
6-8 p.m.

• Fall Family Week-
end at Bible Baptist 
Church Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 17-18. 
Starts with 5K (at Den-
ver Williams Park) at 
8:30 a.m. Saturday ($15 
entry fee); then at the 
church free activities 
begin at 10 a.m. with 
garden tractor pull, 
pony rides, petting zoo, 
hayrides, inflatables and 

gospel music, with lunch 
at noon; cruise-in at 1 
p.m. (awards at 3 p.m.) 
and 6-man volleyball 
tourney at 1 p.m. Mutton 
Busting at 2 p.m. (kids 
2nd-5th grade) with $5 
entry fee; limited to 50, 
registration starts at 10 
a.m. On Sunday: Out-
door worship service at 
10 a.m., and BBQ lunch 
at 11:30 a.m.; at noon, 
inflatables and petting 
zoo, and at 1:30 p.m., 
Diamond J Rodeo.

Saturday, 
Sept. 24

• Caesar Creek Col-
laborative Pickin’ at the 
Park — From 5 to 9 p.m. 
at Caesar Creek State 
Park Beach, 8570 State 
Route 73, Waynesville. 
Musical lineup features 
Jake Speed & the Fred-
dies, Sam Shaw Band, 
Root Cellar Blues Band, 
and Willow Creek Blue-
grass Band. Beer garden 
will benefit Nature Center 
Association of Caesar 
Creek.

Thursday, 
Sept. 29

• Author Jason Can-
non — who penned 
“Charlie Murphy: The 
Iconoclastic Showman 
Behind the Chicago 
Cubs” — will be at a tick-
eted meet-and-greet event 
at the Clinton County 
History Center at 149 
E. Locust St. at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, September 
29. Program limited to 
75 tickets. Tickets free 
for members and $5 for 
non-members, available 
at https://JasonCannon-
AuthorEvent.eventbrite.
com or by calling 937-
382-4684.

Saturday, 
Oct. 1

• OktoberFest in 
downtown Wilmington 
on Sugartree Street 4-11 
p.m.

• Free E-Waste Recy-
cling Event for Clinton 
County residents and 
businesses only 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Participants 

must pre-register at Clin-
tonCountyOhioFounda-
tion.org. Drive-through; 
volunteers will unload 
your items.

• All-you-can-eat 
breakfast buffet for $10 
the first Saturday of each 
month 8-11 a.m. at the 
Aging Up center located 
at 717 N. Nelson Avenue. 
Bar includes eggs, sau-
sage, gravy, biscuits, 
pancakes, coffee cake, 
yogurt and drink. Open 
to public.

Wednesday, 
Oct. 5

• Unlimited Soup & 
Salad Bar open to public, 
first Wednesday of each 
month 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Aging Up senior center, 
717 N. Nelson Ave., 
Wilmington

Friday, 
October 7

• The Menus — a 
Murphy Theatre crowd 
favorite — return at 7:30 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 7. For 
more information or to 
reserve your tickets, visit 
www.themurphytheatre.
org or call 937-382-3643 
or email boxoffice@the-
murphytheatre.org.

Saturday, 
October 15

• The Electric Light 
Orchestra Experience 
featuring Evil Woman 
— The American ELO 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 15 at the Murphy 
Theatre. For more infor-
mation or to reserve your 
tickets, visit www.the-
murphytheatre.org or call 
937-382-3643 or email 
boxoffice@themurphy-
theatre.org.

^
• Rodney Crowell 

Word For Word Tour 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 22 at the Murphy 
Theatre. For more infor-
mation or to reserve your 
tickets, visit www.the-
murphytheatre.org or call 
937-382-3643 or email 
boxoffice@themurphy-
theatre.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Moderna sues Pfizer over patents 
behind COVID-19 vaccine
By Tom Murphy
AP Health Writer 

COVID-19 vaccine 
maker Moderna is suing 
Pfizer and the German 
drugmaker BioNTech, 
accusing its main com-
petitors of copying 
Moderna’s technology in 
order to make their own 
vaccine.

Moderna said Friday 
that Pfizer and BioN-
Tech’s vaccine Comirnaty 
infringes on patents 
Moderna filed several 
years ago protecting the 
technology behind 
its preventive shot, 
Spikevax. The company 
filed patent infringement 
lawsuits in both U.S. fed-
eral court and a German 
court.

Pfizer spokeswoman 
Pam Eisele said the 
company had not fully 
reviewed Moderna’s law-
suit, but the drugmaker 
was surprised by it, 
given that their vaccine 
is based on proprietary 
technology developed 
by both BioNTech and 
Pfizer.

She said in an email 
that the company would 
“vigorously defend” 
against any allegations in 
the case.

BioNTech did not 
immediately respond to a 

request from The Associ-
ated Press seeking com-
ment.

Moderna and Pfizer’s 
two-shot vaccines both 
use mRNA technology 
to help patients fight the 
coronavirus.

The mRNA vaccines 
work by injecting a 
genetic code for the 
spike protein that coats 
the surface of the coro-
navirus. That code, the 
mRNA, is encased in 
a little ball of fat, and 
instructs the body’s cells 
to make some harmless 
spike copies that train 
the immune system to 
recognize the real virus.

That approach is radi-
cally different than how 
vaccines have tradition-
ally been made.

Moderna said it start-
ed developing its mRNA 
technology platform in 
2010, and that helped 
the company quickly pro-
duce its COVID-19 vac-
cine after the pandemic 
arrived in early 2020.

By the end of that 
year, U.S. regulators had 
cleared shots from both 
Pfizer and Moderna for 
use after clinical research 
showed that both were 
highly effective.

Moderna CEO Ste-
phane Bancel said in a 
prepared statement that 

the vaccine developer 
pioneered that technol-
ogy and invested billions 
of dollars in creating it.

The company said it 
believes its rivals’ vac-
cine infringes on patents 
Moderna filed between 
2010 and 2016.

Moderna said it rec-
ognizes the importance 
of vaccine access and is 
not seeking to remove 
Comirnaty from the mar-
ket. It also is not asking 
for an injunction to pre-
vent future sales.

Moderna said in 2020 
that it would not enforce 
its COVID-19 related pat-
ents while the pandemic 
continued. But the com-
pany said in March, with 
vaccine supplies improv-
ing globally, that it would 
update that pledge.

It said it still would not 
enforce its patients for 
vaccines used in low- and 
middle-income coun-
tries. But it expected 
companies like Pfizer 
and BioNTech to respect 
its intellectual property, 
and it would consider “a 
commercially reasonable 
license” in other markets 
if they requested one.

“Pfizer and BioNTech 
have failed to do so,” 
Moderna said in a state-
ment.
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