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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Good evening. M nane
Is Nic Joseph Saul; | amthe reporter assigned by
Veritext to take the record of this proceeding. W
are now on the record at 6:04 p.m on June 27, 2022,
at 380 Clark Drive, Circleville, Chio 43113.

Go ahead.

THE COURT: The Ohio Power Siting Board
I's assigned for public hearing at this time and pl ace.
Case No. 21-1090-EL-BGN, which is captioned In the
Matter of the Application of Circleville Solar, LLC,
for Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility and
Publ i ¢ Need.

My nane is Trish Schabo, and | amthe
adm nistrative |law judge with the board's | ega
depart nment who has been assigned to conduct this
heari ng.

The passage of Senate Bill 52 provides
new opportunities for the county conm ssioners and
township trustees to participate in the siting of
solar projects in their comunities. County
conm ssi oners nay choose one conm ssi oner or designee
to serve as an ad hoc board nenber. In addition,
township trustees or, in this case, the trustees of

two townshi ps, may al so coll ectively choose one
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trustee or designee to serve as their ad hoc board
menber .

In this case, the Pickaway County Board
of Conm ssioners appoi nted Conm ssi oner Jay \Whi ppl e.
And the Boards of Trustees of Jackson Townshi p and of
Wayne Townshi p sel ected Jackson Township trustee |an
Fosnaugh [ph] as the ad hoc board nenbers for this
proj ect.

Al so here assisting us this evening are
menmbers of the board staff and representatives of the
Office of Public Affairs. You likely passed them on
your way in this evening, and you can find them by
| ooking for an OPSB shirt or badge. They're avail able
i f you have any questions concerning the board's
processes, or if you need assistance in accessing any
docunments submtted in this case, or if you just have
general questions about our hearing tonight.

I f you have specific questions about
the project itself, please direct those inquiries to
representatives of Circleville Solar, who are al so
here this evening.

At this tinme, | would like to take
appearances of counsel on behalf of the parties. And
| will start with the applicant.

MR. BORCHERS: Thank you, Your Honor.
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Good evening. On behalf of the
applicant, Dylan Borchers with the Law Firm of Bricker
& Eckl er, 100 South 3rd Street, Col unbus, Onhio 42215.

|"'mjoined by a law firmenergy fellow
Pai ge Trent, and al so representatives fromthe
applicant; Alice Ashton, the project manager, and M ke
McConnel |, the senior environnmental specialist.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. We have several
i ntervenors in our proceeding. Are there any parties
here who would |i ke to nmake an appearance at this
time? No? Ckay.

The subject of this evening's
hearing --

MS. FOUNTAI N: Your Honor, Jayne
Fount ai n, assistant prosecutor for the township.

THE COURT: Ch, thank you. And could
you repeat your name, please?

M5. FOUNTAIN: Jayne Fountain,
J-A-Y-ME. And Fountain, F-O-U- NT-A-1-N.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you so
much.

Any ot her parties? Ckay.

The subject of this evening' s hearing

is an application filed with the board on Decenber 30,
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2021, by Circleville Solar, LLC, which you will also
hear me refer to as "the applicant” or "Circleville
Sol ar. "

Wth this application, Circleville
Sol ar seeks the board's approval of its plans to
construct, maintain, and operate an up-to-70-nmegawatt
sol ar-powered electric generation facility in Wayne
and Jackson Townshi ps, Pickaway County, OChio.

Board staff filed its Report of
| nvestigation on June 10, 2022. This report is a
recomendation of the board staff and does not
necessarily reflect what the board's final
determnation in this case will be. That staff report
is publicly accessible on the online docket, if you go
to the Chio Power Siting Board's website and enter the
case no. 21-1090.

The purpose of this evening' s public
hearing is to receive testinony regarding Circleville
Solar's application from people and organi zations in
the local comunity who are affected by the proposed
project. This public hearing is not a question-and-
answer session, but rather an opportunity to let the
board know what you think about this proposal or
facility.

Toni ght's local public hearing is one

Veritext Lega Solutions
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aspect of the process in this case. An evidentiary
hearing is currently scheduled to being on July 26,
2022, at the board's office in Colunbus. The purpose
of the evidentiary hearing is for the applicant,

i ntervenors, and board staff to provide testinony and
ot her evi dence regarding the proposed facility.

Tonight's hearing is being transcribed
by a court reporter. As you testify, please speak
clearly, and be sure to respond verbally to any
guestion asked so that she can accurately reflect your
comments on the record.

If you have a prepared witten
statenent, you may give a copy to the court reporter
for reference to ensure that the transcript is
accurate. The written docunent itself will not be
filed to the record.

After | finish with this introduction,
we will begin by calling witnesses forward in the
order your nanes are |listed on the sign-up sheet.
Each person will be permtted to speak only once about
the proposed facility. Before you present your
testinmony, | will ask that you take an oath or an
affirmati on that what you're about to say is the
truth.

You will also find that |I constantly
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trip over ny words, so just bear with ne.

W will also ask that you state your
name and address for the record. You will then
provi de your thoughts on the proposed project.

The parties to the case and | will be
permtted to ask you questions about your statenent.

Any testinmony given wll be
I ncorporated into the official record of the case, and
it will be reviewed and consi dered by the board in
making its final determi nation on the application.

Keep in mnd that if you decide you do
not want to testify when your nane is called, you nay
pass to the next witness. |If you decide that you
prefer to file witten coments in the case docket,
board staff can provide you with instructions on how
to file a public coment.

Once you have finished your testinony,
or if you are just here to observe, you may | eave at
any tinme you w sh.

The board appreciates participation in
toni ght's hearing, and we want everyone who has signed
up to testify to have the opportunity to do so. For
t hat reason, we ask that you keep your comments to a
reasonable |l ength of tinme, no nore than approxi mtely

five m nutes.
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I f you have not finished your testinony
wthin the five mnutes allotted, we will ask that you
end your comments and nove on to the next speaker. |
will hold up this very fancy sign when you have
approxi mately 30 seconds |eft.

| am by nyself tonight, so that five
mnutes is going to be a little "l oosey-goosey," but |
still ask that you do your best. |In addition to the
30-second warning, | will let you know when your five
m nut es has ended.

Again, we set these tinme [imts so that
everyone who would like to testify will have that
opportunity. If you have additional comrents but your
time has run out, you may file witten coments in the
case.

At this time, | will begin calling
w tnesses forward. And as | nentioned, before you
provi de your testinony, we'll swear you in. 1'll ask
t hat you state your nane and address, including your
townshi p, and whether or not you live or work within
the project area.

And we will begin this evening with
Dani el Shirey. Good evening.

MR. SHI REY: (Good eveni ng.

/1l
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VHEREUPON,
DANI EL SHI REY

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: MW nanme is Daniel L.
Shirey. That's S-HI1-R-E-Y. M address is 2602 Tick
Ri dge- Koenig Hi Il Road, O-way, Chio 45657. | don't
live in the project area, but ny work does enconpass
the project area.

| serve as the business manager for
| BEW Local 575, the National Brotherhood of Electric
Wor kers -- Local 575, out of Portsnouth, OChio.

My core responsibility in that role is
to secure work for the nenbers that | represent.
Sol ar projects such as Circleville Solar allows our
menmbers to work in the communities that they live in,
as well as provide a living wage for -- and benefits
for their famlies and contribute to |local entities,
such as schools, fire, and EMS.

There are sone of -- there are sone who
seemto think construction jobs are just tenporary
j obs or, you know, not real jobs. But you know, for

t housands of -- of construction workers across Ohi o,

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 13

it's a way of life. It's -- it's a career path. You
know, it -- it enables themto feed their famli es,
clothe their children, and put a roof over their head
by wor ki ng on various construction projects, one after
another. They string together a, you know, 40- or 50-
year career

My father made a 45-year career worKking
on tenporary construction jobs. Now he lives quite
confortably in retirement and dedicates a fair anount
of his time and noney to the conmmunity that he |ives
I n.

| would just ask that the Ohi o Power
Siting Board considers approving this application for
Circleville Solar. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Frank Unhl. Good eveni ng.
VHEREUPON,

FRANK UHL

called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Frank Unhl 11
| reside at 4595 Christmas Rock Road, Lancaster, OChio.

| do not live in the project area, but ny work does
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take nme into that area.

| am a business representative wth the
Local 18 International Union of Operating Engi neers.
On behal f of the Operating Engi neers Local Union 18,
am here to support the approval of the Circleville
Sol ar project.

Operating engi neers are individuals who
hel p bring heavy equi pnent, such as bull dozers,
excavators, backhoes, forklifts, and so on. The roads
and bridges you drive on were nost likely built by
menbers of Local 18 and by our fell ow union tradesnen
and women.

Al t hough we do not have an agreenent
signed with the Circleville Solar, LLC, to performthe
wor k associated with this project, we believe our
| ocal signatory contractor will -- will secure this
wor k, thus providing our nenbers with nunerous
enpl oynment opportunities and turn high-payi ng wages,
heal t hcare benefits, and apprenticeship prograns can
continue to grow because of the solar industry.

| f approved, the Circleville Solar
project will not only create job, but can -- you can
expect an econom c i npact, additional tax noney, and
clean energy for Chio as a result -- as results from

this project.
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We encourage the Chio Power Siting
Board to support the jobs of the nen and wonen of

Local 18 by approving this Crcleville Solar project.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Jereny \Wel ch.

Oh, hold on just a second. Thank you.
VWHEREUPOQN,

JEREMY WELCH
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Jereny Welch.
| live at 3331 East Augusta Drive Northwest,

McConnel sville, Ohio. | do not live in the area, but
| do work in the area.

THE COURT: Pl ease proceed.

THE WTNESS: | am a representative
with the carpenters' union, have been for about eight
years. But |'ve been a union carpenter for about 19.

Coming froma small town in
sout heastern Chio, | had to travel a |l ot for work.
Now that | represent other union nenbers who live in

Pi ckaway County, | get phone calls all the tinme about
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how t hey have to travel for work and, with gas being
$5 a gallon, it is very tough on the working-class
people to make it to work.

This is a great opportunity for our
menmbers. It's a great opportunity for nmen and wonen,
sons and daughters who live here in Pickaway County to
get a good job with one of the trades.

You know, this -- what we do -- we
don't just teach how to install solar. W teach
fram ng. We teach concrete. W teach nmetal studs to
drywall. We teach your sons and daughters how to make
a living.

This is a good way for themto conme in.
And if | can get work for ny nmenbers closer to hone so
that they can be there for baseball ganes, and soccer
practice, and dance recitals, that's what | do.

| have had conversations with Nexterra.
| believe that Nexterra is a respectabl e devel oper,
and | believe that they want to have the best
contractors out there on their jobsite. And | believe
that that is us. So that is it.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Byron Rose.

Il
/1l
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VHEREUPON,
BYRON ROSE

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Proceed.

THE W TNESS: MW nanme's Byron Rose. |
live at 6480 Hatfield Road, WIIliansport, OChio.

l|"ma farm owner in southern Pickaway
County, and | want to tal k about sone different things
t oni ght .

Circleville Solar is only one of six
I ndustrial solar conpanies comng to our rural area.
This has created a solar corridor with over 10, 000
acres going through agricultural farm and. Sol ar
conpani es that make up the corridor include Atlanta,
Chi prrunk, Circleville, Scioto, Yellowbud, and QCak.

| have included a map that | will give
you that show you the |locations of these. Atlanta was
the first approved. It hasn't started yet. Yell owbud
I's in construction. Acres and negawatts are al so
i ncluded with the map | will give you.

Si x solar conpanies are within 10 mles
of my farm | can go in any direction and hit one.

Solar fields on farm and woul d not be
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t he best use for our natural earth resources. Food
supplies are disappearing all over the world at the
time we need Anerican agriculture to feed the world.
Every acre taken fromagricultural farm and brings us
closer to the edge.

| ndustrial solar conpanies are raping
agricultural farm and at an alarm ng rate. This needs
to stop. We cannot continue to waste soil resources.

There is a place for industrial solar,
but it's not on farmand. The Chio [sic] Siting Board
has an obligation to the solar industry, but it nust
keep safe our way of life and natural resources for
future generations. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Robert Lykowski .
VWHEREUPON,

ROBERT LYKOWSKI

call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE W TNESS: M nane is Robert
Lykowski. My wife and | live at 22256 Smth Hul se
Road, Jackson Township, which is a property adjacent

to the proposed project.
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THE COURT: Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Toget her, we own two
parcels of |l and which are adjacent to this property,
whi ch we have lived at for over 20 years.

We nmoved from Chillicothe, Chio to
Circleville to be in a nore rural location and to
enjoy the rural lifestyle. W have horses, and a
hay -- small hay farm

" m here tonight to make an opi ni on
opposed to this proposed project.

l'ma retired nechani cal engi neer,
registered. And I believe that there are many
guestions yet unanswered about solar projects. Wile
| haven't read every page of the application, | have
| ooked through it at the public Iibrary, and there are

many things in there that | would raise question

about .

The environnmental inpact, the use of
farm and, the reflection of light fromthese panels,
where the panels conme from-- whether they're USA made
or not -- and whether they can be properly disposed of

at the end of their life.
We bought property in Pickaway County
20 -- over 20 years ago, and at the tinme, there was

one oil well in the area. Now, we're surrounded by
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oil wells, which are controlled by the Chi o Departnment
of Natural Resources. And | have to say that | feel
| i ke they have done a m serable job in controlling the
people that run these oil wells.

They can say that there's not an
i npact, but | can say, as a person who has lived
around these wells, that they snell terribly, they
make a | ot of noise because of poor nmaintenance, and
there was a | ot of noise and inpact 24 hours a day
when the wells were being install ed.

They went contrary to the | ocal zoning
by saying that the wells and the tanks that they have

there are not permanent structures, which | disagree

Wit h.

Regardl ess, we're not here to talk
about oil wells. But | see the -- a -- a simlar kind
of thing happening, and I -- | do not wish to live

around or have installed near ny property an
I ndustrial plant.

There's been no need shown for this
kind of a facility, even though all up and down Route
104 t hrough Pickaway County, there are several solar
pl ants that have been proposed or are currently under
construction, all of which are an eyesore, in ny

opi ni on.
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The one down by Yell owbud is very far
under construction and -- and is a mserable sight to
drive by.

| don't see how anyone can say that it
doesn't inpact the wildlife, or the environnment, or
t he useful production of the farm and that they're put
on.

At the first hearing for this project,
| was ask -- | ask the applicant's representative
whet her there was a need for this project in
particular and was told at the time that there was,

I ndeed, conpani es that have asked for this 70
megawatts of power that would be produced by this
pl ant, but that they were not at |iberty yet to say
who that entity was.

And | ooking at the application, | see
that that was nost likely a -- an inproper or
i ncorrect statenment because | woul d have expected the
applicant to have included in the -- in the proper
area who the requester was for that power and that it
be bl ackened out or redacted if need be. That did not
occur.

So what | would ask is that the Power
Siting Board follow through with their staff report

and agree -- in agreenment that this plant is not
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necessary and should not be granted approval. Thank
you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Bi Il Bates.

VWHEREUPOQN,

BI LL BATES
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: W nane is Bill Bates. |
live at 3691 State Route 56 West, Circleville, Onhio
43113, and | am a resident and work in the area.

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE W TNESS: |'ve been a resident of
Jackson Township for over 30 years. |'m proud and
supportive to have | eased to Anerica's | argest
renewabl e energy conpany, Nexterra.

' m hopeful you can judge Circleville
Solar on its own nerit, instead of lunping it together
with other projects in the area, nuch as | believe
ot her community nmenbers have done. Thanks.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Tranpas Puckett.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: May | ask -- you
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have to speak into the m crophone so that everyone can
hear .

MR. PUCKETT: Ch, you'll hear ne.

THE COURT: We'll do our best. |'m not
sure how adjustable the stand is.
VWHEREUPOQN,

TRAMPAS PUCKETT

called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you.

THE WTNESS: MW nane is Tranpas
Puckett. | live at 2909 Euclid Avenue, West
Por t smout h, Ohi o 45663.

THE COURT: And is that -- |'m not
famliar with the area. 1s that in or around --

THE W TNESS: Sout hern Ohi o.

THE COURT: Ckay. So it's not
I mredi ate --

THE W TNESS: West Portsnmouth. | don't
live in the area, but | work in the area.

THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. Just wanted
to cone toni ght and show support for this project.

| -- like some of the other fol ks here,
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| work for the carpenters’ union. And along with

t hose gentl enen who were up here earlier, | also
represent nenbers that travel great distances to and
from wor k.

| " ve got roughly about 160 of ny
carpenters working at Yellowbud' s site right now. And
knowi ng that that site -- what it's providing for
those famlies and ultimtely not having to travel al
the way to Col unbus, Cincinnati, to the further areas.

Li ke the fol ks said, these jobs create
good living wages for the nen and wonen that work on
t hese projects.

I n conversations with Nexterra energy,
with some of their folks, | feel very confident that
they're going to pick the proper contractors if this
project is seen to fruition, and hopefully we'll be
able to get nore of our nenmbers working on those
projects to create life-long careers for our nenbers
and their famlies.

So | do support this project noving

f orwar d.
THE COURT: All right. Thank you.
THE W TNESS: Thanks.
THE COURT: Mall orey Bethel.

/1
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VHEREUPON,
MALLOREY BETHEL

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: Hello. M nane is
Mal | orey Bethel. | ama resident in Wayne Townshi p.
My address is 26422 Westfall Road.

THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you. Go
ahead.

THE W TNESS: Okay. |'ve lived in
Pi ckaway County the majority of nmy life.

|"mvery frustrated with what's being
stolen here in Pickaway County, and really, in the
state of Chio. M famly should be working toni ght on
irrigation and getting ready for wheat harvest, but
i nstead, we're here defending our living, heritage,
property rights, and the future for the next
gener ati on.

| do appreciate the opportunity to
speak tonight, and I'mtrying to stay hopeful that
wth the Senate 52 Bill [sic] and the process wth the
Ohi o Power Siting Board, that we can still preserve

agriculture in our county.
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| currently live about 3 mles north of
t he Yell owbud project in Ross County and have had a
front-row view to the conpany absolutely destroying
the environment. They ripped up all the prosperous
topsoil, affecting watershed to the acreage that the
sol ar panels are sitting on, as well as the
surroundi ng properties.

|'"ve witnessed the roads being torn up,
and it seens to ne that the wildlife has al so been
di srupted with the anount of deer we're now seeing on
t he road.

And now, unfortunately, | will say this
Is my second tinme at a solar hearing because | am al so
advocating for the denial of the solar -- Scioto Sol ar
Farm [sic], Case 210868ELBGN [sic]. And this wll be
seen fromny yard.

Al t hough there are many jobs for the
construction of these soil sites -- or solar sites, |
do want to say that they're tenporary. They will be
for a couple years, and then that job opportunities
will shrink to four positions for the site.

If the properties were farnmed as they
shoul d be and have been, the farmers and nany nore
peopl e woul d benefit fromthe farmfor years and

years.
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To explain this further, nost farns are
farmed by tenants and not by the | andowner. So by
putting the land into industrial use, then we are
t aki ng noney for 50-plus years froma farmer. Then
nost farm ng operations, like ny famly's, support
nore than one fanmly. So those people are al so being
af f ect ed.

And | have a list of famlies -- or of
busi nesses in Pickaway County that will also | ose
noney because they provide services to these farners.
And this is just a quick list | drew, you know, from
the top of ny head, so I"'msure I'"'mmssing a | ot of
peopl e.

Circleville Ag Products, Farm Credit
M d- Anerica, Rural King, C& Farm Supply [sic], Ag
Resour ce Managenent, Agri Motive, Pickaway County Soi
& Water, Albert Houser & Son Farm Equi pnment, Lei st
Mercantile, Meigs Fertilizer Conpany, Tractor Supply
Conpany, Cargill Elevator, the MIlings [sic], Lykins
Fuel, Nutrien's Heritage Seed Co-op. And those, |ike
| said, just a few

So | also wanted to note that Pickaway
County is ranked fifth in Ohio for production of corn
and seventh in the production of soybeans.

Agriculture is very, very inportant to our county.
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You can see that, just driving the
ot her day through town, on Main Street, you'll see
that we have a nural hanging or painted on the wall.
It's -- it's got a picture of an Indian -- a Native

American. And | think it just shows the inportance of

the -- the area's agricultural prom se. And downtown
Circleville, it's beautiful. There's a chief on the
side, and his nanme was Chief Cornstalk. | think that
says it all.

And if we vote yes for this proposed
solar project, it's a vote against everything this
community stands for. |If you vote yes, then | guess
we shoul d change his name to Chief Sol ar.

So it's very frustrating that at the
expense of the citizens and residents of Pickaway
County that these conpanies are capitalizing on what's
easy and nost profitable for themand that there are
no regul ations in place to protect farnl and.

W live in Anerica. Surely we can do
better than this. In nmy opinion, the Anerican farnmer
Is -- is being very disrespected.

| " ve been part of the sacrifice that a
farmng famly makes each day so that we can put
food -- they can put food on their famly's plates and

food on everybody el se's.
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| watched ny dad conme in |ate tonight.
He's trying to work on the farm but unfortunately,
like | said, here we are. But honestly, a farner's
cl ocks in when they can wal k, and they clock out when
t hey pass away. They sacrifice every day.

| recently read on the Anmerican
Cattlenen's website that an industry that feeds you is
an industry worth fighting for. | think that we can
all agree with that, with everything else that's going
on in the world.

And nmy son really wanted to cone
tonight, but | told himto go be a kid because he had
a prior engagenent. He did speak at the |ast one.

But | do have a picture that I'Il give
you of himstanding in the field waiting for his Pap
to get to the end of the field while he was pl anti ng.
He'll be 60 years old when the solar cones out.

So | ask that you pl ease deny this
Circleville Solar project and other solar projects in
Pi ckaway County. We will not benefit fromthese
projects. It will only hurt our econony and the
famlies that reside here.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Al right. Kay Swaney. Good evening.
/1
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VHEREUPON,

KAY SWANEY
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Kay Swaney.
live at 23490 Chillicothe Pike, WIllianmsport. | am
now adj acent to this project, but | am adjacent to the
Chi pmunk proj ect.

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: So with -- | won't
speak -- other people will speak about the loss froma
farm ng perspective.

|'ve lived here ny entire life. And
|'ve read many stories that |'ve read about saying
that -- trying to say that these projects will have no
effect on property value. And | cannot i nagi ne how
anyone thinks that there would be no inpact on
property val ue.

|'"ve lived on ny current five acres for
42 years. |'ve worked very hard to mmintain that
property.

And | spoke at the previous one,

but -- so this is a typical view fromny yard, | ooking
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at beautiful sunsets alnost every night. And in the

proposed project, across fromnme wll be one of the
staging areas. So this is what | will be | ooking at
all the time now Which -- this is dry, so it wasn't

a mud pit, but you can inmagine what this | ooks |ike
with all the rain and all the tracking out on the road
and what that would be.

So the fact that sonmeone would tell ne
that, all things being equal, if you wanted to buy ny
property and you're looking at this versus this, that
there woul dn't be an inpact to the property val ue.
And | have seen reports as nuch as 60 percent |oss of
property val ue, which just tears ne apart thinking
about that.

| promsed | wasn't going to cry this
time, but it just is so hard for me to think about
t hat happening and all the years |'ve worked so hard
to be able to pass that property in nmy famly.

THE COURT: Take a nmonent. |It's okay.

THE WTNESS: Okay. So | think it
just -- it's just so hard for nme to think that
sonebody could say that it has no inpact to property
value. And to think that | could | ose 60 percent of
what | worked so hard for.

So I'Il just give you these pictures.
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THE COURT: Thank you.

Do you have questions for her?

MR. BORCHERS: Your Honor, | have a
couple clarifying questions, just for the record.

THE COURT: Yes. Ms. Swaney, if you
woul d take a nmonent and first go down those stairs
safely.

THE W TNESS: l'"'ma klutz, so.

THE COURT: ©Oh, no. You're wearing the
nost dangerous footwear known to man. O herw se known
as the flip flop.

M. Borchers just has a couple
clarifying questions for you.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MR. BORCHERS: Thank you, Your Honor.

Thank you for testifying, nm'am

You held up a picture of a construction
site, and you just referred to it as "this project.”
For clarity of the record, can you identify what this
project is?

THE WTNESS: It's Yellowbud. That's
Yel | owbud.

MR. BORCHERS: That is the Yell owbud?

THE W TNESS: Yes. Yeah.

MR. BORCHERS: Thank you.

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 33

No further questions.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Thank you, Ms. Swaney.

Phyl licia Faieta. Good evening.
VWHEREUPOQN,

PHYLLI CI A FAI ETA

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Go ahead and
step a little closer to the m crophone.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Phyllicia
Fai eta, and ny business address is 104 East --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | can't hear.

THE COURT: Yes. I'msorry. | don't
know i f you were in here earlier when | played the
m crophone game. Get as close to it as you can --

THE W TNESS: Can you hear ne now?

THE COURT: -- without getting too
unconfortable. And then just take a deep breath and
use your | oudest voice.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Phyllicia
Fai eta, and ny business address is 104 East Main
Street, Lancaster, Onio.

| am appearing toni ght on behal f of
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city of Lancaster mayor David Scheffler wanted to be
here but is unable to attend because he has an
of ficial business neeting tonight of the Lancaster
City Council. | am Mayor Scheffler's executive
assi stant.

| am here on behalf of Mayor Scheffler
and want to express the mayor's support for the
proposed Circleville Sol ar project proposed by
Next erra Energy.

The city of Lancaster is a nenber of
t he Northeast Onhio Public Energy Council, NOPEC, the
| argest retail governnental aggregation in Chio.
NOPEC is a nonprofit Ohio regional council of
governments conprised of about 242 Chio politica
subdivisions in 19 Chio counties. Many of our city's
resi dents purchase their electricity through the NOPEC
el ectric aggregation. Myor Scheffler is on the board
of directors of NOPEC

NOPEC has contracted to purchase all of
the renewable attributes fromthis Circleville Sol ar
project for the benefit of the city of Lancaster's
residents, NOPEC s 244-nenber OChio political
subdi vi si ons, and the nearly 600,000 Chio Electric
custonmers NOPEC serves in its governnent al

aggregati on.
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Unli ke other projects, all of the
renewabl e attributes fromthe projects are not only
bei ng produced in Ohio, they'll actually be used by
Ohi o and can operate in NOPEC s aggregation. They're
not being sold to an out-of-state corporation. W
think this is -- we think this unique attribute shows
that this project is in the public interest.

In addition, the Circleville Solar
proj ect has another very unique feature in the public
interest for Central Ohio. The project includes
bui | ding a STEM educational facility on the site
wher eby students from Pickaway County, Fairfield
County, and other adjacent counties, and students from
all over the state will be able to take field trips
and | earn about energy. The students will be able to
experience firsthand a working solar facility in
operation with a STEM instructor providing education
to the students.

| know that we in Lancaster | ook
forward to our school district students being able to
have this uni que | ocal educational opportunity only 30
mnutes -- 30 mles away.

Finally, we in Central Ohio just
experienced nultiday power outages and rolling

bl ackouts fromthe local electric utility the week
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before | ast during extreme sumrer heat. The
Circleville project, together with previously approved
solar projects in this area, wll provide additional
renewabl e energy generation resources directly tied
into our local electric utilities transm ssion |ines
to call on during the hottest sunmer days.

It is in the public interest to have
nore on-system generation resources available in
Central Ohio, particularly since this generation is
bei ng devel oped at no rate-payer cost to Central OChio
el ectric consuners.

| have a letter from Mayor Scheffl er
that | would like to have introduced and admtted into
the record in this public hearing.

Thank you very nuch for the opportunity
to testify in support of this project in Central Ohio.
We urge the Power Siting Board to approve this
application. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

M. Borchers, do you have any objection
to the letter being admtted?

MR. BORCHERS: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.

Justin MCaull ey.

/1l
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VHEREUPON,
JUSTI N MCCAULLEY

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Pl ease begin.

THE W TNESS: Good evening. M nane is
Justin McCaulley. M address is 19660 Roslyn Drive in
Rocky River, Chio. |I'mprincipal of McCaulley &
Conpany, a governnent relations firm

| ' m appearing toni ght on behalf of ny
client, Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council. [|I'm
here to support the proposed Circleville Solar project
proposed by Nexterra Energy. |'m appearing tonight at
the request of NOPEC s chair and vice-chair of its
board of directors, Ron MVoy, and South Euclid mayor
Georgine Wel o, who are unable to attend this neeting
t oni ght .

NOPEC is the |argest public retail
governnmental aggregation in Chio nonprofit Chio
Regi onal Councils of Governnents conprised of 242 Ohio
political subdivisions across 19 counties and serves
nearly 600, 000 electric custoners in the AEP Chio and
First Energy service areas. NOPECis in its 21st year

of operations, has a volunteer board of 17 directors,
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nost of whom are el ected officials in NOPEC-menber
communi ti es.

NOPEC has contracted to purchase all of
the renewable attributes fromthe Circleville Solar
project for the benefit of its 244-nmenber communities
and residents who participate in NOPEC s el ectric
aggregati on program

NOPEC i s the sol e nenber of NOPEC,

Inc., a nonprofit corporation. Two of the directors
of NOPEC, Inc. -- Thomas Chema and Al an

Schriber -- filed a letter in this case on May 24,
2022, in support of this project application.

M. Chema and Dr. Schriber fornerly
served as chairs of the GChio Power Siting Board for
al nost 20 years and deci ded hundreds of OPSB
applications during their tenure.

They stated in their letter that based
on the -- their review of the application and the
facts of this project, this project clearly was in the
public interest, and the project application should be
approved. It was surprising to the two former OPSB
chairs and to NOPEC that there was no nention of
NOPEC s purchase of the renewable attributes fromthe
project for use in Chio in the NOPEC el ectric

aggregation or no nention of the two former chairs of
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the OPSB's letter in the staff report that recomended
deni al of the application on the basis of the public
I nt erest consideration.

And those letters have been handed in
for the record.

On behal f of NOPEC Board Chair MVoy
and Vice-Chair Mayor Welo, we'd like to point out the
public interest considerations that were not addressed
in the staff report.

First, unlike other solar projects, all
of the renewable attributes fromthe project are
contracted to be purchased by NOPEC to be used by
Ohi oans in operating NOPEC s aggregation. They are
not going to be sold to an out-of-state corporation.
This is a very unique project feature that is very
much in the public interest.

Second, unli ke any other sol ar
projects, the Circleville Solar project will have a
NOPEC STEM educational facility onsite with a staffed
STEM i nstructor. Once conpleted, the STEM educati onal
facility will sponsor STEM education for students from
Pi ckaway County schools and students from ot her
Central Onhio and other schools all over Ohio. They
wll be able to take fieldtrips to be able to learn

about energy.
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The students will be able to experience
a working solar facility firsthand, encouragi ng STEM
education in OChio at no taxpayer or school -district
expense, IS a unique in-person student experience and
certainly in the public interest of Ohio schools and
educati onal system

Finally, the Circleville Solar project
is -- really, is perfect and -- and environnental ly
sound of a project that this board is going to
consi der.

Circleville Solar project is the
smal lest in ternms of acreage of the proposed projects
i n Pickaway County. The project has already
i ncorporated the newy proposed OPSB rules related to
set back and fencing into the project, in sonme cases by
a factor of two all the way up to ten.

For exanple, the newy proposed rules
require the distance from panels to non-participating
residence to be at |east 300 feet. |In this project,
it's at 600 feet. The newy proposed distance froma
state, county, or township road is at |east 150 feet,
and the Circleville Solar project distance is anywhere
from 1100 feet to over 3,000 feet on sone roads.

The project devel oper, Nexterra Energy,

Is the | argest renewabl e energy devel oper in the
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United States, highly regarded in the industry, and
has the experience to develop this nodel project in
Chio. All these factors are also in the public

i nterest for this project.

| have the letters form Board Chair
McVoy and Vi ce-Chair Mayor Wel o that have al ready been
handed in to the record. 1'd like to give you a copy
of this.

Thank you very nuch for the opportunity
to testify in favor of this inportant project in Ohio.
We urge the Power Siting Board to approve this
appl icati on.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Davi d Horni ng. Good eveni ng.

VWHEREUPON,

DAVI D HORNI NG
called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Please proceed.

THE W TNESS: As you can tell by ny
t-shirt, | do stand in opposition to this Circleville
Sol ar project, and | stand in opposition to all solar
projects in Ohio.

As you are aware, various solar
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conpani es have targeted Pickaway County, and the

bi ggest joke is that sonme of these projects are naned
"solar farnms." These are not farns. But it is no

j oke that they are trying to put these solar projects
on farm and that is productive, and this is a tine
when President Biden has declared that the com ng food
shortage is real.

| won't talk nore about that. |'m
going to have a different talk about the -- ny -- the
financi al perspective of this transaction.

An effort was nmade to determ ne what
type of |egal arrangenent was bei ng made by these
sol ar conpanies with the farnmer | andowners. W
guessed that any | ease, nortgage, lien, or other |egal
docunment could be recorded with the county recorder's
office to perfect their interest.

As we travel ed south on 104, we
observed numerous sol ar projects under construction.
Since these projects were in Ross County, we visited
t he Ross County reporter's office and tried to obtain
a copy of any docunent filed by any solar conpany on
any Ross County parcel.

The personnel at the Ross County
reporter's office were very helpful in pulling up this

public information. Qur search led us to find a
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public record titled, "Menorandum of Land Leased and
Sol ar Easenent" [sic]. A copy of that filing is
attached, and I will give that. |f you want to use it
as part of the record, that's fine.

Now, what's interesting to ne is that

on page 3 of the agreenment, the agreenent says, "The

| essee"” [sic] -- that's the solar conpany -- "has the
ri ght under the | ease agreenent” [sic] -- and here's
an inportant part -- "without the need for the

| essor” [sic] -- who is the |and owner. So the sol ar

conpany does not need the | andowner's consent to sell,
convey, | ease, assign, nortgage, encunber, or transfer
to third parties the prem ses. And then they go on
Schedule A to define the prem ses as "the entire
parcel" [sic], as the |egal description for the entire
parcel is given.

| have given this information to the
presi dent of the Pickaway County Bar Association and
t he county conm ssioners.

In trying to glean fromthe terns of
this | ease the financial arrangement, | believe this
i s what coul d happen. A farner | andowner signs a
simlar |lease with a solar conpany. The sol ar conpany
does not have sufficient internal funds to finance the

construction of the solar project. The solar conpany
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gets a construction |loan froma bank to purchase the
sol ar panels and finance their installation.

The bank, of course, wants coll ateral
for the loan. The solar conpany, in order to get the
| oan, gives the bank a nortgage for the entire parcel,
i ncludi ng not only the solar installation, but also
the remaining farm and, the barns, and the farmouse.
This is all collateral for the |oan.

The | ease establishes themto do this.
The farmer | andowner will not be able to stop this.
Their consent is not required. They gave away t hat
consent when they signed this nmenorandum of agreenment.

Even if the project is successful for a
period of tinme, it will eventually becone econom cally
unvi able. Maybe the price of electricity generated
el sewhere will be cheaper. And it's interesting that
the -- Jeff Bezos is investing in fusion energy
technol ogy. Maybe the cost to repair damaged panel s
or replace the panels when their useful life is over
w |l be too high.

In any event, there will be a day when
the project is no |longer economcally viable. The
sol ar conpany can pay out the remaining funds to their
I nvestor, close their doors, and go bankrupt.

| see no -- | have not seen a bal ance
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sheet for any of these sol ar conpanies, but | doubt

t hey have the financial strength to renediate the | and

and thus return it to farm and when the project is
over.

The nost |ikely scenario for these

solar projects, in nmy opinion, is the project will be

successful for a short term three to ten years, and
t hen abandoned when costs exceed sal es.

If the bank loan is not paid off, the
bank wi |l probably foreclose on the entire parcel.
wll be sold at auction to recoup their unpaid

principle.

It

The best-case scenario, if this project

i s successful and the bank loan is paid off, the
farnmer | andowner will still be stuck with renedi atio

of the materials |eft behind.

n

In any scenario, it appears to ne that

the farnmer | andowner will be left with a renedi ati on

project that they cannot afford. This will |eave the

t axpayers of Pickaway County to pick up the tab.
Because these sol ar panels contain
cadm um renediation will be necessary and quite
possi bly mandated by the Ohi o EPA.
| encourage you and all farner

| andowners in Pickaway County to be aware of this
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sanpl e | ease agreenent and these potential scenarios.
| encourage you to work with the Pickaway County Bar
Associ ation to get a |legal review of any agreenent
that any farnmer or |andowner is given to sign before
they sign. Thank you very nuch.

THE COURT: Thank you. M. Horning, if
you could stay there for just one second.

M. Borchers, you have a question?

MR. BORCHERS: Yes. Thank you, Your
Honor .

M. Horning, can you repeat your
address for the record?

THE W TNESS: Oh, ny address is 569
Plaza Drive in Circleville, Ohio.

MR. BORCHERS: Thank you.

No further questions.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you. D d
you have sonething you want to say?

THE W TNESS: Yeah, if you'd like to --

THE COURT: Oh, I"'mall connected. [ " m
sorry.

THE W TNESS: No, that's okay. [|'lI
wal k up. | still have enough energy to wal k six nore
steps.

THE COURT: All right. Just don't fal
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on your way down. Thank you.

M. Horning, don't go away yet. | do
have a question for you.

Did you -- so nost of the witten
statenents we use just so the court reporter can
cross-check for spelling, make sure she heard your
words right. Did you want this admtted as an
exhi bit?

THE W TNESS: Yeah, the -- the
attachnment. The -- which is what the public record.
The nmenorandum of | ease. You can attach that as
public -- as part of the public record, yes.

THE COURT: AlIl right. M. Borchers,
any objections to marking --

MR. BORCHERS: Just a clarifying
guestion as to what solar conpany is identified in
t hat nmenor andum of | ease.

THE COURT: It is with regard to
Yel | owbud Sol ar.

MR. BORCHERS: No further questions.
Thanks.

THE COURT: Thank you.

We're going to take a short break so
that | can go through and mark the exhibits that need

to be narked.
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THE REPORTER: We are going to go off
the record at 6:59 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: We are back on the
record at 7:08 p. m

THE COURT: All right. W are back on
the record. | took a break to mark sone exhibits.

Before we get back to our list, | did
want to nmention that out front with our staff menbers
and office of public affairs, there are two lists or
si gn-up sheets.

I f you have heard sonmeone testify,
whet her or not you're signed up to testify tonight and
you're going to choose to pass or if you're here
wat ching, if you agree with -- you are in support of
this project, or if you agree with those people who
have testified and they are not in support of this
project, there are sign-up sheets up front that you
can use to express that view

And if | have not explained that well,
which is likely the case, they can help you up front.

And with that, we will continue
wth -- I"'mso sorry. Kaylee Padova. Did | say that
ri ght?

MS. PADOVA: Yes.
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THE COURT: Oh, excellent. All right.

VWHEREUPOQON,
KAYLEE PADOVA

called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Good evening. |'m Kayl ee
Padova. | do not work or live in the area, but ny
fam |y has signed a contract with Nexterra, the
worl d's | argest generator of renewable energy for w nd
and sun.

| grew up just down the street from
this project, and with the approval, it would be built
right behind ny father's house. While | may not live
In the area anynore, | am here today to speak on
behal f of my father, and aunt and uncle, who support
this project and will continue to live right beside
it.

| understand the concerns of community
menbers who do not want the hassle or panels right
outside their windows. That is not this project.

Al'l the solar panels are set back at
| east 600 feet fromthe nearest non-participating

residence. This is nearly double the setback from
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panel s on other projects in the area. This project is
considerably smaller in size to others. And the

set backs ensure that 91 percent of the project

fence -- fence line sits at least 1,000 feet from
publ i c roadways.

Al so, the fence proposed for this
project is an agricultural fence, not a chain-Ilink
fence.

| have heard that there were safety
concerns about solar panels. | would like to rem nd
the nmenbers on the board that on June 6th, Nexterra
did provide a 44-page docunent which addressed these
concerns. Specifically, on page 8, starting with the
fire hazards and continuing on to address human health
concerns. And that is all available online for anyone
here this eveni ng.

Access roads will be built in the area
surroundi ng the panels and will be well maintained.

This is a rare opportunity that w |l
provide an estimated $25 mllion in new tax revenue to
| ocal governnments, schools, and w thout any cost to
the community. This increased revenue can help
upgrade infrastructure, invest in schools, and support
public safety.

| realize that this is a tough decision
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to make. | think you all for your tinme this evening.
This is a great opportunity, not only for nmy famly,
but also for the comunity, which is why | urge you to
vote in favor of this project. Thanks.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Rich Ward.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You didn't get
her address, | don't think.

THE COURT: Ms. Padova, could you cone
back down really quickly and just give us -- you did
state that you don't live or work in the project area.
But could you give us your address and/or the address
of the famly you're testifying --

M5. PADOVA: Yes, apologies. M
address is 241 Heil, HE-1-L, Drive, Gahanna, Ohio
43230.

THE COURT: (Okay. Thank you.

MS. PADOVA: Was that all?

THE COURT: Yes.

M5. PADOVA: Ckay. Thank you.

THE COURT: Rich Ward.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He just went to
the restroom

THE COURT: Onh, I'Il circle back around
to M. Ward.
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Chris Weaver. (Good eveni ng.

MR. VWEAVER: Chris Weaver to --
VWHEREUPOQN,

CHRI S WEAVER

call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothi ng but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Chris Waver, 20749
Justus Road, W/ Iliansport. | do not live in this
area, but I live in the area for Chipnmunk, the 10, 000-
acre proposed 400-nmegawatt site that they're
pr oposi ng.

|"msorry, ma'am | actually heard
sonebody earlier say that kids could take fieldtrips.

| got a little upset when | heard the
union. |I'min a union. [|I'min Local 200. And | have
paperwork here to justify that -- in the |ast neeting
t hey had, there was sone peopl e who spoke on behal f of
t he unions. Most of these jobs are not union jobs.

That site down there, | heard him say,
“I"'mthe Local 200. Have been for 35 years.” | heard
hi m say they had 160 union carpenters down there. |
think there was at | east 700 enpl oyees on that job.

So what |'mgoing to do tonight, I'm
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going to talk about a visit that nyself and one of the
Monroe Township trustees took to Brown County. They
have a 200- negawatt site there.

And we nmet with Daren Howser, the G een
Township trustee there. Quality, nice man. Mt wth
t he engi neer also. Got there about ten o'cl ock, got
in his truck, took off. They didn't get to pose
theirs. It was nore of a pilot program

Brown County's a |ot different that
Pi ckaway County. They do -- do not have any
systematic tiling like we do. There's a -- a |ot of
water standing in ditches and things |ike that. They
have to really work hard to get rid of the water for a
| ower -- a | ower county.

Sonme of the things, when he | aunched
in, he spoke to us for two hours. None of it
positive. This is not comng from ne.

The project sold twice before the first
post was ever pounded. Any good-nei ghbor agreenents
t hat was pounded out, to this day, three years | ater,
none of them have paid out.

They hired -- they brought in 800
unvetted -- no background checks, no drug
testing -- enployees.

When you put a lot of different ethnic

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 54

groups together, unbeknownst to them they fight. You
can put Nicaraguans with El Sal vadorians. There was
peopl e shooting one another on their -- on their
sites.

And at that tinme, Butler -- or Brown
County had one sheriff on duty because of budget cuts
per shift. So they would have to wait until that
sheriff got off duty so he could go out and take a
report unless it was an energency. The crinme rate
went up 3, 000 percent.

They took bull dozers out on the roads.
So when you -- when these conpani es pound out their
bonds and things -- that bond is to set forth to fix
t he road afterwards.

Well, the conpany went out and fil nmed
the road when it was wet, which shows every hol e,
crevice, seamin the road. So when the engi neer and
the trustees nmet with them after the project was close
to being finished about fixing the roads, they went
out, filmed them The conpany said, "Oh, no. W have
our owmn film Al this damage was done beforehand.™

Everything they've done was to deceive
and be dishonest. Everything. And there was things
going on that you -- you can't ever foresee.

Them driving through people's front
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yards. That doesn't sound like -- sounds |like a
pretty innocent thing. |'mtalking about the m ddle
of people's yards. The -- the semtruck

drivers -- and these are thousands, and thousands, and

t housands of | oads of material comng in and all
di fferent directions.

These -- all of these are township
roads. They -- they put their |anding pads on
township road. They try to -- they -- you know, keep
away sonebody's house and evade different areas.

They just would cut corners and drive
right through these people's |lots and get stuck and
bring equi pnent down the road to pull them out and
make another nmess. And it -- this went on for a
coupl e years.

Well, they got behind schedul e when it
sold the second tine. So to stay on schedule so they
didn't have to resubmt paperwork, they went around
and pounded a post in every field so that they could
say they had started. They went in during the -- the
muddy tinme of the year and cut nobst of the trees down,
whi ch they said they woul dn't do.

And that's what's going on in our area.
They did everything they said they wouldn't do.

And this is the question |I ask
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everybody. |s conpanies that have dozens of attorneys
that are enpl oyed by them are they enployed by them
because they intend to do things that are di shonest?

No one up to this point has been honest
with nme fromany of these energy conpanies. The
guestions | ask go unanswered. | ask a question -- |
asked a question about the noney.

They' ve been to ny house tw ce, EDF
has. Their |anding pad and transm ssion station went
directly across ny house.

We built a house 32 years ago, nmy wife
and I, on the backside of ny grandfather's farm
rai sed our kids there. Just retired. MW wfe just

retired after 40 years for the governnment.

Well, nowthis is -- we're fighting
this. I'min a union. |'ve weighed the pros and cons
of this when it all first -- | thought, "Should I be

for it? That's a -- "

But tonight, if you notice, everyone
that conme up here and talk, it was all about noney.
No one said anything about all the --

THE COURT: So you have 30 seconds.

THE W TNESS: No one said about all the
panels now that the tariffs have been lifted are being

made i n China. A lot of material cones from-- a | ot
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of the material cones from Afri ca.

There's no deconm ssi oni ng program at
this -- at this point. They -- they keep themin flux
of construction as |ong as they can because it changes
t he noney they pay out.

Has anyone tal ked to you about the
batteries that eventually go in? And these aren't
batteries that you see -- you think about batteries.
These are batteries the size of vans and box trucks
and things like that.

And | wished it was union jobs. | -- |
could be for it. But last tine | spoke, | spoke
about -- | -- 1 talked to one of their officials.

We have a volunteer fire departnent in
WIlliamsport. That's -- that's a huge catch. |
tal ked to them about investing in our fire departnment.
If you want to turn a |lot of heads, invest in our fire
departnment. |'msure a farmwould donate a -- an acre
of land. Qur fire departnent's falling apart.

That -- that's -- our -- our insurance is a |ot higher
because we have a volunteer fire departnent.

How nmuch could it cost you? Billion-
dollar project. Three-point-five mllion dollars.

THE COURT: M. Waver, your tine is

up, Sir.
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THE W TNESS: Okay. Thank you.

THE COURT: |If you have additiona
comments, you may file them

THE W TNESS: Ckay. Thank you. But
anyway, they said, "No, we can't do that."

THE COURT: Sir, your time is up.

THE W TNESS: This is about Butler
County. This -- comm ssioners. This is about what
they really pay. GCkay?

THE COURT: M. Borchers, any
questions?

MR. BORCHERS: No questions, Your
Honor .

THE COURT: Thank you. 1Is this
I ntended to be a reference for the court reporter --

MR. VWEAVER: Sure. Yeah.

THE COURT: -- or an exhibit? No, it's
not a, "Sure." Is it intended to be an exhibit or
sinply referenced for the court reporter?

MR. WEAVER: | -- |'mnot sure about
t hat question, ma'am [|'msorry.

THE COURT: Ckay. So if it's just a
reference for the court reporter, she can just |ook to
see if anything that you've nentioned, if she heard it

right or if she's transcribing it correctly.
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If you would like for it to be an
exhibit that the board will consider, then | need to
mark it.

MR. WEAVER: Yes, |I'd like for it to be
an exhibit.

THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. WEAVER: Thank you, ma'am  Sorry
about that.

THE COURT: No, no worries.

Il will circle back to M. Ward if he
has returned.

Ri ch Ward, cone on down. G ve ne just
one m nute.

MR. WARD: Sure.

THE COURT: | amjust sinply marking
the papers that M. Weaver gave us as Exhibit 6 and 7,
and |'ve witten his name on himfor proper reference.

(Exhibit 6 and Exhibit 7 were marked

for identification.)

VWHEREUPOQN,

RI CH WARD
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.
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THE WTNESS: M nanme is Rich Ward. |
live at 547, and that's Wnston Avenue, Ashvill e,
Onhi o.

THE COURT: GCkay. Please proceed.

THE WTNESS: Okay. So | don't live in
close proximty to these projects, but | do live in
Pi ckaway County, and | think today -- today, we've

heard fromentities outside of Pickaway County and a
few fromw thin Pickaway County.

But what | want to say is -- | don't
want to rehash everything that's been said tonight.
But | do want to bring about the point that our
el ected officials are -- have overwhel m ngly cone out
agai nst these solar projects. That's our county
conmm ssioners, our state senators, trustees, counci
people. Ckay?

The thing that | do want to stress is
that -- what about the people in Pickaway County who
are overwhel m ngly agai nst these sol ar projects?

We' ve heard from big unions, we've heard from-- from
big -- big solar. They all have interest in big
noney.

What about the little people who have
made their homes out in the countryside? That's their

pl ace of Zen. And now they have to |look at this
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nonstrosity of an eyesore.

You know, | think the nessage is real
sinmple, and | woul d encourage you to | ook at the
statenment from M. Bob -- Bob Peterson, state senator,
as well as your elected county -- county
comm ssioners. This is not in the best interest of
t he people in Pickaway County. The nessage is pretty
sinple. Get out of Pickaway County and stay out.

Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Robyn Carrillo. Good eveni ng.
VWHEREUPON,

ROBYN CARRI LLO
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Ckay.

THE W TNESS: M nane is Robyn
Carrillo, it's RO-B-Y-N CGCA-R R |-L-L-O Il live at
22119 State Route 104, Circleville, Ohio.

| want to start out by thanking you for
this opportunity. Letting you know, nobody can be
nore effective than us. This is us.

Many peopl e have cone up and expl ai ned

t he dangers and the facts of building these sol ar

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 62

pl ants around our home. Tonight, | thought that 1'd
tell you a little bit about our little farmand how it
affects famlies, famlies |like us and other small
farmers.

My famly and | |live at the corner of
104 and 56. We purchased a condemmed property 12
years ago. It sat enmpty for five years. W' ve
I nvested so nuch tinme, so nuch noney, bringing this
farm back to life and creating a honme there that we
are proud to live in for ourselves and our children.

But we don't just live there. Okay?
You see, we provide fresh eggs to many people. W
breed boar neat goods for Pickaway County, 4-H, and

FFA menbers. W raise beef for our famly and

friends.

| was surprised to hear that the solar
corporation was conmng this close to us. | started
| ooking into it, and | |earned that where the corn and

soybean fields that surround our property
were -- excuse ne -- were going to soon be nothing but
sol ar panel s.

VWere nmy children get on the bus, we
woul d watch the sunrises. Now, they will be glared
fromsolar panels. The birds that visit our pond are

likely to stop because they are attracted to these
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sol ar panels. They're attracted to the sol ar panels
because of their reflective measures.

| know that, yes, you all have put
toget her a nice package that says, "These aren't as
reflective." That's fine. But sone birds, it doesn't
matter. On cloudy days, they still land on our pond.
Qur pond's not reflective on that day.

St udi es have proven that when the birds
do land there, they cause fires. Not your everyday
fires. Hazmat's going to have to respond.

VWhere our farmis |located, we are
within the -- the WIlianmsport Fire Departnent
district. As said, WIlianmsport does offer it on a
vol unteer basis, and it affects their response tine.

You may be thinking, "Well, how nuch
time is it, really?" Well, let me tell you. In 2017,
we had a five-alarmbarn fire. Don't get me wong, |
am so grateful for all of the nen and wonen, vol unteer
or not, that risked their lives being fire fighters.
But when it's your property up in flanes, every second
count s.

Circleville Township was on our
property, as well as three other fire departnents,
before WIllianmsport was able to get there.

Now, keep in m nd, those that don't
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live in the country, we don't have fire hydrants. So
you have to bring out a tanker, as well. Okay? Those
don't go real fast, especially in the country. And
we're 8 mles fromW I Ilianmsport fire departnent.

It was a conplete |loss. What was even
wor se, ny daughter's 4-H baby goats that she had j ust
hel ped kid out were in that barn. All her 4-H nannies
were in that barn, and they were a | oss.

Had it been our house, our 1910
far mhouse, which -- the solar panels will sit directly
across the street -- the only thing that we won't see
themfor themis the pine trees. And we know how
conbusti ble those are. Wth good winds in fromthe
east, our home is just waiting to be another hazardous
fire.

A few years ago, ny famly decided that
we were going to have our first famly barbeque and
celebrate the 4th of July. W'd have a few
firecrackers. Not a bit deal.

The very next day, ny husband and I
noti ced our chickens' egg production was down. Ckay.
Maybe it's a spook thing. Not a big deal. Two weeks
| ater, ny cows are due to be bred. They didn't go
into heat. OQur nannies, three weeks after that, were

due to be bred for the 4-Hers and FFA nenbers. They
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didn't go into heat.

| called our farm vet,

"What in the world is going on? Help ne understand

this." She said, "It's the noise."

one night, a few firecrackers. W had a horrible

year.

You know, we don't just sell these
animal s and sell our eggs, we feed our famly. Okay?
If there's famly in needs, we give eggs and neat
away. We give discounts to those famlies that can't

afford the 4-H goats that their kids so desperately

desire --

THE COURT: WMs. Carrillo --
THE W TNESS: -- we're not in it for

the noney. |'msorry?

THE COURT: You have 30 seconds.

THE WTNESS: 1In closing, if this was
the nost prized possession that you had, would you
truly -- and | ask you, truly -- would you want that
I n your backyard? |f you do, conme make an offer on

our hone. Because this is us. We're that little

rectangle. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

t he di agram marked as an exhi bit?

THE W TNESS: And chi cken scratches, in

Page 65

and | said,

It's the noi se,

Did you want
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case she needs them Thank you so nuch.

THE COURT: So what I'll dois, 'l
give her this with your statenment, just for reference.
But I wll mark your page 3 as Exhibit 8.

(Exhibit 8 was marked for

i dentification.)

M . Borchers.

MR. BORCHERS: |Is that just a map of
the project area that was provided by the OPSB staff?

THE COURT: It's the overview nmap, Yyes.

MR. BORCHERS: Okay. Thank you.

THE COURT: Yes, it is on the back of
the OPSB fact sheet.

Patricia Ham Iton. Good evening.

M5. HAM LTON: Good eveni ng.

VWHEREUPOQN,

PATRI CI A HAM LTON
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: M nanme is Patricia
Ham | t on. | live at 22798 Mdrris Lei st Road,
Stoutsville, Ohio. It is in Washington Township. It

I s nowhere near any of these solar projects. But
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based on everything that | have seen, | have seen that
basically anywhere in Ohio, there could be a solar
project put up near you.

So therefore, | stand with the people
and oppose this project, as you can see by ny shirt.

The first thing | would like to do is |
would like to quote the Farner's Almanac. And it
tal ks about the ten cloudiest states in the United
States. And Ohio is no. 7. And because Ohio has the
Artic air nmasses com ng down and not very nuch snow,

t hey say that 63 to 68 days of sunshine. And in
Central Ohio, where we are, there can be between 72
and 77 days of -- clear days for the year.

So being one of the ten cloudiest, |
don't understand why we would even want solar in the
state of Ohio, period. That's just ny opinion.

And |like the others have said, it's
about nmoney. That's all I've heard. And I'mreally
actually super upset that the Lancaster mayor has the
audacity to have sonebody cone and say sonet hi ng
about, "Oh, it's going to bring me noney." That just
really saddens nme to think that that's all we're about
when it cones to sol ar.

And then now | quote another one. The

Current Weat her and Science Facts [sic] -- |'musing
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science here -- and there are 72 sunny days and 103
partly sunny days out of 365. You're less than 50
percent of the tine getting enough sunshine to
actually produce the solar that is needed. | have
these right here fromthe website.

And according to the science, really,

t he best places, to be honest with you, would be
Cali fornia, Nevada, New Mexico, Texas, Col orado,
Ari zona, U ah.

You know, maybe the sol ar conpani es
shoul d pursue sol ar panels and nmake a wall on the
sout hern border, and then the sol ar panels can
generate electricity to pay for those panels and then
therefore we would all be safe.

At -- at no tinme, | amnot nmaking any
noney off of com ng up here and speaking. Actually,
|"mtaking precious tinme out of ny life to be here to
support ny friends and famly of this county and of
this state of OChio.

| amnot originally fromhere. 1'man
Air Force brat and an Arny soldier that served 30
years. And I'mgoing to tell you, the best place |
can think of. El Paso, Texas. Take it there. They
have plenty of desert. Build a wall there, please.

That is really inportant to ne.
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And then | read another -- | have
another site that | | ooked, and it even tal ked about
sol ar panels. Do you know, | could get a solar panel

for ny house. W thought about it. You know, people
can do that.

Wy can't we put the solar panels on
t he house instead of killing the farm and? You know,
it just doesn't nmake any sense. To ne, it sounds |ike
a Ponzi schenme, like Bernie Mader [sic]. You know, it
just doesn't make sense to ne at all.

And it says 2.5 to 3.5 hours a day is
going to be the peak. Well, that kind of bothers ne.
So you're only going to use 2.5 to 3.5 solar hours?
That doesn't make sense. How is that really giving
anybody energy?

So truthfully, | disapprove of this,
and | think that it's even a bigger reason -- | know a
coupl e peopl e spoke about the fire departnment. They
have one volunteer fire departnent, and they don't
have t he proper equi pnent to put out a fire.

| was just watching the news about a
solar -- you know, | nean, an electric car that had
t he sanme kind of batteries that are going to be used
out in these solar panels. WIIl, that car kept on

reigniting, and they had to actually dig a hole and
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put the car in it and subnmerge it in water just to get
It fromstop reigniting.

Because the fire departnent would put
out the fire, it would reignite, they would cone back
and they would have to do that. After awhile, they
said, "Okay. Well, we just need to subnerge it."

What are we going to do when all of
t hese solar panels totally destroy the farm and and
t hen destroy the honmes?

It's -- it's really disheartening to
t hi nk that anybody woul d want sol ar here in Ohio,
period. Especially -- they're not going to get that
much. | just told you, 72 days. |It's not going to
wor k.

So | truly believe that if people want
sol ar, please put them on your house, and you can deal
with it that way, instead of having everybody el se
have to deal with the issue. Thank you so nuch.

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: | want this as an
exhibit. And the reason why is | have specific sites
that will actually give you specific --

THE COURT: Okay.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT: So this will be marked as
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Exhi bit 9.
(Exhibit 9 was marked for
I dentification.)
Gary Scherer [ph].
MR. SCHERER: | don't intent to talk.
THE COURT: Ckay. Thank you, sir.
Peggy Hamman.
M5. HAMVAN: Good eveni ng.
THE COURT: Good eveni ng.
VHEREUPON,

MARGARET ( PEGGY) HAMVAN

call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Go ahead.

THE W TNESS: M nane is Margar et
Hamman. | |ive at 26898 Westfall Road, Circleville.
l"min Wayne Townshi p.

| spoke at the |ast one, and | got a
little enotional. | have a few nore notes this tine.
Try to stay on track or 1'll be all over.

| kind of want to tal k about sone of
t he people that spoke prior that were for this. Many
of them were not even fromour community, don't |ive

I n our community, but they're here wanting to take
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away our farmng jobs. They're wanting construction
for a year or two, or electricians want that for a
year or two.

And nost of them-- |'ve been sitting
up in the top -- have wal ked out and not even |istened
to the concerns of the community nmenbers. So |I'm sure
t hey were brought here by these people to just get a
little nore positivity for their --

THE REPORTER: Excuse ne. | can't hear
you. Can you wait if there's appl ause?

THE W TNESS: Yes. |'msorry.

THE REPORTER: Thanks.

THE WTNESS: | just feel |ike they
were brought here to kind of stand the other side and
give a little bit nore, but they're not even in our
community. They're not fromour comunity. They
don't understand that this is a farm ng conmunity.

| was with the other site that | cane

to talk about that was -- it is proposed to be in our
front yard. Just want to go -- and | know these
aren't the sane. But |'ve seen too nuch of it. [|'ve

seen things happening with all the different
construction.
These workers -- | don't knowif it's

t hese ones, but many of them are flying down our
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roads, not doing the speed limt. Sems are com ng
down that are tearing up -- we're paying taxes, and
t hese roads are being destroyed.

| also want to tal k about sonething
t hat has happened in just the past few weeks on our
farm | know it's, again, not with this. But | want
you to know that it can happen to any of us with any
of these.

The -- the solar conpany that is trying
to set up with our farm we have |eased the farmto
grow crops, and they could have cone in fromfall to
spring and did any of the criteria that the board or
whoever was asking themto cover.

And they called us in the |ast couple
of weeks and told us that they have to tear out nany
of our crops, many acres of our crops that we have had
in for nonths. To just tear it up, our livelihood.

| don't think any of us would want them
to cone in and just tear up our front yard, anybody.
| feel like they are coming in and kind of bullying
us, taking away our rights. | don't feel like they're
bei ng regul ated and hel d accountable for their
actions.

Many of these conpanies are owned by

peopl e overseas. These specific people are calling us
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fromCalifornia and telling us to disc up our crops so
t hey can neet deadlines so that they can be approved,
and they haven't been approved. And again, just
tearing up our | and.

| don't feel |1'mjudging this project
by other ones. |1'mjust saying that we are a farm ng
community, and we do not want sol ar conpani es coni ng
I n and taking away our | and, which is a very inportant
natural resource. | oppose all solar in Ohio.

| also want to remind and reiterate
t hat Wayne Township trustees and the Pickaway County
conmm ssi oners have passed resol uti ons agai nst sol ar
panel s being placed in our conmunity.

Remenber that these are our el ected
officials. Qur comunity has elected themto stand
for us. The Siting Board, | feel -- they are

appointed, and | think they should vote with our

el ected officials because we have voted, and they are
standing for our rights. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. | have one
guestion. | do have one question for you.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

THE COURT: You said you're across from

“"the other project.”

THE W TNESS: Yes.
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THE COURT: \Which project is that?

THE W TNESS: Yes. Yeah --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Sci ot o.

THE W TNESS: Sci oto Far ns.

THE COURT: Scioto Farnms. OCkay. Thank
you.

THE W TNESS: No, it wouldn't be across
fromme. It -- it would be in ny front yard

And those that are for it, | don't
think you'd want it in your front yard, so think about
us that don't want it in our yard.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT: M. Borchers, did you have
any questions?

MR. BORCHERS: No questions, Your
Honor. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Thank you very nuch.

Courtney Ruppert. Good evening.
VWHEREUPOQN,

COURTNEY RUPPERT

called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the

truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
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THE COURT: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: M nane is Courtney
Ruppert, R-U-P-P-E-R-T. | live at 1763 Welsh Hills
Road, Granville, Onhio 43023.

THE COURT: Thank you. You can
conti nue.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. | am
representing ny famly that owns land that is part of
this project, and we are here in support of it.

And | think it's inportant to know t hat
we own a few thousand acres across Southern GChio and
have been approached by dozens of sol ar conpani es and
ot her renewabl e energy conpanies to | ease our | and.

This is the only project that we have
vetted that we believe is worthy of giving our
farmand to a solar project. And it's for a variety
of reasons that have already been stated.

But the attention to detail with the
road setbacks, property setbacks, et cetera, were
really inportant to us.

Al'l of our farmand is |eased to farm
tenants, so we believe in farmng. W support
farmng, and -- but we also are | andowner, and we
believe in | andowner rights. And | think

it's -- we've been tal ki ng about noney and, you know,
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aest hetics, and what not.

But not nuch has been said
about -- this is our land, and this is what we want to
do with it and what we choose.

And you know, we've been on the
flipside of this. The farmthat we |ive on and we
grew up on sits across froma beautiful view where the
sun rises. And about, | don't know, six, seven years

ago, a gas station went right at the end of our

driveway. And | was like, "Ugh." M nom and dad were
just, like, "Aesthetically, this just -- this changes
our view. "

But | can pretty much guarantee that
everybody that stops at that gas station on 104
doesn't ever think about, "Man, that ruined
their -- their view" R ght? They think about what
t hey bought at that gas station that they needed
‘cause it's super busy.

And unfortunately, we've adjusted.
Right? W do feel like it detracted a little bit, but
that wasn't our land, and it wasn't our choice. So
we' ve been on the flip, | guess is what |'m saying.

And with all due respect to everybody,
you know, | don't want to |live next to an eyesore. |

get that. But again, this project has a really good
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attention to detail with that.

And as far as the county conm ssioners
and the township trustees, | think it's really
erroneous to give blanket statenents on all sol ar.

Every project should be treated individually.

And you know, | drive by -- | drive up
and down 104 for work every day. | drive by the
Yel | owbud project. It's an eyesore. | get it. This

project is not that project.

And we can't sit here and have these
bl anket statenments and conpare all solar with what's
happeni ng with Nexterra.

You know, and | think the other part,
froma governnment perspective, is when Ri ckenbacker
Exchange went up, that's a permanent structure. This
Is not -- we're not putting a warehouse on our | and.
Ri ght ?

In 25 years, these panels could cone
down, and this land will be returned to farnl and.

And - -

(Crowd noi se.)

THE COURT: Excuse ne. Not one person
was di srespectful to you while you were giving your
comments. Please return that grace.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.
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THE COURT: Pl ease conti nue.

THE W TNESS: So again, as a |l andowner
and owni ng several parcels of |and in Pickaway,
Fayette, Ross County, we support this project, and we
hope the -- the Power Siting Board votes yes. Thank
you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Steve Garner. (Good eveni ng.

VWHEREUPON,

STEVE GARNER
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Pl ease begin.

THE WTNESS: M nane's Steve Garner.
| live at 19428 Hill Road, Jackson Townshi p.

Since ny involvenent in the Pickaway
County Citizens Against Industrial Solar on Farm and,
|'ve attended many neetings. Wenever a sol ar conpany
representative was present, |I'd enquire where they
pl anned to obtain their panels.

Each tinme, no matter which conpany,
their response was, "Yet to be determned." WMatter of
fact, | think you guys were at Jackson's neeting for

May, and that was one of the answers you gave us.
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Knowi ng where these sol ar panels
originate is very inportant. According to the
Associ ated Press reporter Matthew Daily and ABC News,
on June 7, 2022, the Biden Adm nistration paused
tariffs on solar inports from Sout heast Asia. The
removal of these tariffs interfere with restrictions
pl aced on the panels constructed using U ghur slave
| abor from the Chinese Communi st gover nnment.

It al so hanpers the U S. Congress
Departnent's [sic] investigation. This should make
t he sol ar conpani es happy since 80 percent of U.S.
sol ar projects were endangered.

And the renoval of tariffs will allow
t he Chinese Conmmuni st governnment to violate U. S. trade
laws. Wth the tariffs gone, the Chi nese Comuni st
governnent can flood the United States with sl ave-
| abor - manuf act ured sol ar panel .

And Chi na produces 80 percent of the
worl d's solar panels. Further, 40 percent of the
pol ysilicon, a conponent -- |I'msorry, a -- of solar
panels is manufactured in the Chinese province of
Xinjiang, the honme area of the U ghurs.

In a Decenber 13, 2021, report fromthe
Daily Caller News Foundation, energy and environnental

reporter Thomas Cantachia [sic] -- he found that sol ar
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panels require mnerals that are produced with
significant human rights violations.

Also in the report, Sheffield Hallam
Uni versity Helena [sic] Centre for International
Justice found that the solar panels' polysilicon is
manuf actured in the Chinese U ghur region associ ated
with forced | abor.

And the Daily Caller goes on to report
that in the Denpocratic Republic of the Congo, that as
many as 40,000 children, sone as young as 6 years
old -- 6 years, can you imgine that? -- work in the
cobalt m nes.

Cobalt is one of the several mnerals
used in sonme solar panels and the batteries. The
report states that children have suffered abuses,

I ncl udi ng sexual -- sorry. |I'mgetting excited.
Sexual exploitation, physical abuse, and drug abuse.

A 2014 UNI CEF report states that the
children work | ong hours w thout breaks in oppressive
heat, clouds of dust, and poor lighting. They're in
constant danger of suffocation, rockslides, and death.
All this is for one to two dollars a day in a
multimllion- or billion-dollar industry.

VWhen you go home tonight and you see

your children and your |oved ones, be glad they're not
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working in a cobalt mne. They're not mning mnerals
for the manufacture of these sol ar panels.

Since the Biden Adm nistration renoved
the tariffs and refuses to protect human rights and
dignity, | inplore the Ohio Siting Board, Governor
DeW ne, and the Ohio state legislature to inpose a
noratoriumon all industrial solar projects until each
conpany can guarantee and certify 100 percent that the
conponents made with forced, slave |abor and/or child
| abor is not allowed. Allow ng such panels is
tantamount to crinmes agai nst humanity.

I n conclusion, any tax noney derived
from sol ar panels manufactured with forced sl ave | abor
and/or child labor is blood noney. Can we live with
that? Can you guys live with that?

THE COURT: Thank you.

Sandy Li ston.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She had to
| eave.

THE COURT: Onh, she left. Okay. M.
Liston had to | eave.

A enn Easterday. Good evening.

Il
Il
/1l
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VHEREUPON,
GLENN EASTERDAY

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

THE W TNESS: @ enn Easterday. 100
Hillcrest Drive, Circleville, Onio.

THE COURT: |s that near or adjacent to
t he project area?

THE WTNESS: That's in the city.

THE COURT: It's in the city. Thank
you. Go ahead.

THE WTNESS: | totally cane unprepared
for this. | was invited by some friends, and | was
unawar e of everything going on. | see | got on the

bandwagon just a little too | ate.

|"ve been in this comunity for 76
years. We had farns in Southern Ohio.

| have heard people talk here tonight.
Real ly upsets ne. They're bringing a project into
Pi ckaway County, and nobody wants it. Everybody who
Is for it lives out of the county. |It's not in their
backyar d.

| watched a nucl ear power plant cone in
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down by Cincinnati. O I'msorry. By Waverly. The
atom c plant took |and value from $2,000 an acre to
$1, 000 an acre. The property value went to 50 percent
its value. The atom c plant has been under
scrutinized and scrutiny for nuclear |eaks, all kind
of probl ens.

Li ke, com ng back to Pickaway County, |
haven't heard one Pickaway County person here speak
fondly about this project.

|"ve actually heard a comm ssi oner say
he's speechless. | respect that. Anybody knows ne, |
can't keep ny nouth shut.

l"mtelling you, | wished I'd have got
on board here earlier, but I will be in the future
because | don't see how these people are accountable
when they take a project and it passes from one owner
to anot her owner, to another owner, to another owner,
and finally it is opened up.

And if you ever sue them where does
the liability fall? |It's buried. You can't hold
t hese peopl e accountabl e for anything.

| guess | amtotally against this
project, and | respect anybody here in Pickaway County
who is against it. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 85

And Cheryl Kohler. Good evening.

VWHEREUPOQON,
CHERYL KOHLER

called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE COURT: Thank you. Please proceed.

THE W TNESS: |'m not prepared, either.

My nane's Cheryl Kohler. | live in

Fairfield County, 10580 Ri dge Road, Amanda Townshi p.

The reason that |'m speaking -- this is
t he second neeting that |1've been -- been to at the
hi gh school because Fairfield County is -- is

beginning to deal with the sane thing. W have
several projects in the county, two within the
township that | |ive.

So | felt it necessary to support the
nei ghboring property owners and farnmers, as | do
oppose the industrial solar plants on farm and or any
| and that is not zoned industrial.

I"'monly assum ng that the -- where the
projects are in Pickaway County or this project
specifically, is possibly zoned agricul tural and/or
residential, the sane.

As | sit here and listen -- as -- as |
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said, this is the second neeting that |'ve

attended -- and | left the first one very, very noved
because everything that was said at the first neeting
by all the neighbors, the farnmers that were being

i npacted by this is the same thing that nyself, as
wel | as hundreds of residents of Amanda Township are
facing, as well.

| can speak solely for Amanda Townshi p.
The proposals that we are facing do not conply with
our local zoning code.

The townshi ps are permtted to
establish their own zoning regulations to protect the
best interests of their residents within each zoning
district.

|'ve heard nentioned several tines
toni ght "best interest of the public.” And | urge the
Ohi o Power Siting Board to take into consideration the
best interest of all the people that will be directly
| npacted if this project is approved.

|'ve heard the |ifespan of the panels
projects is projected anywhere from 20 to 40 years.
The |ifespan of inpact to the nei ghboring property
owners and farm and is probably forever.

| ndustrial solar plants may have a need

or a place, but they do not belong in agricultural
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residential areas. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

That concl udes the nanes of those
peopl e that have signed up to provide testinony this
eveni ng.

| thank you all for coming out this
evening. The board appreciates your participation.

| wll remnd you that there are those
sign-up sheets up front where you can sign your Vviews
for or against. You can also file a public comment to
our docket. Again, ny colleagues up front can walk
you through that process.

But this does conclude this evening's
publ i c heari ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'ve got a
questi on.

THE COURT: Actually, I'msorry, ma' am
This is not a question-and-answer session.

So if it has to do wth the processes
of our hearing or of the Power Siting Board, you can
direct those questions to ny col |l eagues out front.

If it is a question specific to the
project, | invite you to talk to the representatives
that are here this evening.

That testinony that was given and those
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exhibits that were marked will be submtted to the
record for the board's consideration.

And with that, we are adjourned. Thank
you.

THE REPORTER: We are going to go off
the record at 7:59 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 7:59 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, NIC JOSEPH SAUL, the officer before whom
the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of ny know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcome of this action. ; "/AQLW

NI C JOSEPH SAUL
Notary Public in and for the
State of OChio
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, LAURA K. MLLER, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that | am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney

enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

LAURA K. M LLER

Veritext Lega Solutions
WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376
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