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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Good evening. M nane
Is Nic Joseph; I'"'mthe reporter assigned by Veritext
to take the record of this proceeding. W are now on
the record at 6:08 p.m on My 25 [sic], 2022, at 380
Clark Drive, Circleville, Ohio 43113.

THE COURT: Thank you, everyone. |
believe we are ready to proceed with this evening's
heari ng.

The Ohio Power Siting Board has
schedul ed for public hearing at this tine and pl ace
Case No. 21-868-EL-BGN, which is captioned In the
Matter of the Application of Scioto Farns Sol ar
Project, LLC, for a Certificate of Environnmental
Conpatibility and Public Need.

My name is Megan Addison, and | amthe
Adm ni strative Law Judge in the Board's |ega
department assigned to hear this case. Presiding with
me this evening is the Chair of the OGhio Power Siting
Board, Ms. Jenifer French.

The passage of Senate Bill 52 provides
new opportunities for county comm ssioners and
township trustees to participate in the siting of
solar projects in their comunity. County

conm ssi oners may choose one comm ssioner or a
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desi gnee to serve as an ad hoc board nenmber. In
addition, township trustees may choose one trustee or
a designee to serve as their ad hoc board nenber
representative.

The Board of Pickaway County
Comm ssi oners appoi nted Comm ssioner Jay W ppel, and
t he Board of Trustees of Wayne Township appointed M.
Chris Mullins as the ad hoc board nmenbers for this
projects. Both are joining us this evening, and |
believe M. Mullins would like to say a few words.

MR. MULLINS: Thank you.

My name is Chris Miullins, and I am here
to represent the township trustees, as their ad hoc
representative. Just wanted to thank everybody for
comng tonight. | think it's a very inportant part of
the process to see conmmunity invol venent.

And | |ook forward to hearing your
comments and -- and all your input. So again, thank
you for this..

THE COURT: Thank you very nuch, M.
Mul 1'i ns.

There are also staff nmenbers fromthe
Board assisting with us -- assisting us with the
hearing tonight as well as individuals fromthe Public

Affairs Departnent. You likely passed them on your
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way in this evening, but they are the individuals
wearing a PUCO or OPSB badge or shirt. They are
avai lable if you have questions concerning the Board's
process, if you need assistance accessing any of the
docunments submitted in this case, or if you just have
general questions about the hearing tonight.

At this tinme, | would like to take
appearances on behalf of the parties.

Scioto Farnms Sol ar Project?

MS. SHEELY: Yes. (Good evening. |'m
Sommer Sheely with the law firmof Bricker & Eckler,
100 South Third Street, Colunbus, Ohio 43215. Also
here from Bri cker & Eckler, ny coll eagues, Dyl an
Borchers, and our fellow, Paige Trent, and al so here
on behalf of the project are Kinberly Schreckengost,
Rachel Crary, and Mark Carney.

THE COURT: Thank you.

| believe there is also a
representative fromthe Ohio Farm Bureau Federation
present this evening.

MR. ARNOLD: Thank you, Your Honor.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

My nanme is Dale, D A-L-E, Arnold.
Director of Energy facility. | amnot an attorney and

| egal counsel. However, |'ve been assigned to
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basically -- to observe and take notes. W appreciate
your acceptance of our notion to intervene as the
party of record in the states and working on this
process further. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Are there any other parties present
this evening that would |i ke to make an appearance at
this tinme?

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: Is it okay to speak
from here?

THE COURT: Certainly.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: All right. Robert
Chanmberlain. |'man assistant county prosecutor. |I'm
here as a representation for Wayne Townshi p.

THE COURT: Thank you, M. Chanberl ain.

Any ot hers?

The subject of today's hearing is an
application filed by Scioto Farns Sol ar Project, LLC,
for the purpose of constructing a sol ar-powered
el ectric generation facility of up to 110 negawatts in
Pi ckaway County. The application was filed on
Decenber 13, 2021

The Board staff filed a report of
I nvestigation on May 10, 2022. This report is a

recommendati on of the Board staff and does not
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necessarily reflect what the Board's final
determnation in this case wll be.

The purpose of this evening' s public
hearing is to receive testinony regarding the
application frompersons in the local comunity who
are affected by the proposed project.

Toni ght's public hearing will not be a
guesti on-and-answer session but, rather, an
opportunity for you to |l et the Board know what you
t hi nk about the proposed project.

Tonight's public hearing is only one
aspect of the process in this case. And evidentiary
hearing is currently scheduled to comence on July 11,
2022, at the Board's offices in Col unbus.

The purpose of the evidentiary hearing
is for the parties and the Board staff to provide
testi nony and ot her evidence regarding the project.

Toni ght's hearing is being transcribed
by a court reporter. |If you plan to testify, please
speak clearly so that the court reporter can
accurately reflect your coments on the record, and we
do have a m crophone set up here at the front of the
roomthat will assist us in transcribing this
evening's hearing the nost accurate way we can.

Al so, if you have prepared a witten
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statenent, it would be hel pful if you provide a copy
to the court reporter for reference to ensure the
transcript is accurate.

After | finish with the introduction,

we will begin by inviting individuals on the sign-in
sheet to speak about the proposed project. Each
person who signed up to testify will be permtted to

speak once about the proposed project. Before you
present your testinony, we will ask you to take an
oath or affirmation that what you are about to say is
the truth. We wll also ask you to state your nane
and address for the record. You will then provide
your thoughts on the proposed projects. The parties
to the case and | will be permtted to ask you
guestions about your statenment. The testinony that
you provide tonight will be considered part of the
official record in this case, and it will be revi ewed
by the Board before a final decision is nade on the
application.

A coupl e of other notes before we
begin. |If you decide that you do not want to testify
when we read your name fromthe sign-in sheet, you can
pass to the next witness. |f you decide that you
prefer to file witten comments in the case docket,

the Board staff can answer your questions about how to

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 13

do that. Also, once you finish testifying or if
you're just here to observe, you nmay | eave the hearing
at any tinme you w sh.

The Board appreciates your
participation in tonight's hearing, and we want
everyone who has signed up to testify to have the
opportunity to do so. For that reason, please keep
your statenent to a reasonable [ ength of no nore than
five mnutes. | will be holding up a sign when you
have 30 seconds |left to provide comments, and | wll
al so I et you know when your five mnutes are up.

Again, we set these tine limts so that everyone who
would like to testify here this evening has tine to
speak. If you have additional coments that you woul d
li ke to make but run out of tinme, you may file witten
coments in this case.

At this tinme, we will go ahead and
begin with our testinmony. The first person | have is
Shaun Wt son.

M. Watson, if you could raise your
ri ght hand.

Il
Il
Il
/1l
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VHEREUPON,

SHAUN WATSON
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.
A It's Shaun Watson, S-H-A-U-N WA-T-S-O N.
Q Pl ease provide your address, including the

t ownshi p.
A 27508 State Route 104.

Q And do you reside or work within the project

A | reside.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A My nane is Shaun. |'m a nei ghbor of the
project. Sone of the neighbors are concerned with
speaking publicly in support of the project.

VWhen | first heard of the project, |ike many
of you, | was conpletely against it. 1In a perfect
world, the land would stay as-is.

But after hearing fromthe current

| andowners, | realized this is unrealistic. If the
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proj ect gets cancelled, they will just end up selling
to the next bidder, which will |ikely be a warehouse,
a data center, housing devel opnment, apartnents, et
cetera. So -- has done a good job of easing the
burden for us as | andowners in our comunity with the
noney that will go each year to Circleville schools.
These are sonme of the reasons | support the
project. Thank you.
Q Thank you very nuch.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: No. Thank you.

THE COURT: Next, | have Lucinda
Har t sock.

And just because it's a larger room
Garrett Wells, | have you next.

Good evening, Ms. Hartsock.

M5. HARTSOCK: Good evening.

THE COURT: Pl ease raise your right
hand.
VHEREUPON,

LUCI NDA HARTSOCK
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

Il
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EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state your nanme and spel
it for the record.

A Luci nda Hartsock, L-U-C-1-N-D-A. Hartsock
is HA-R T-S-0O C K

Q Thank you. And pl ease provide your address,
I ncl udi ng the townshi p.

A 24666 State Route 104, Circleville and Wayne

Townshi p.

Q And do you reside or work within the project
area?

A Resi de.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A | wanted to address the issue of property
val ues. MW daughter and her fam |y have recently
purchased their current home in 2019 and poured their
savings into fixing up the place, so it can be their
forever hone. They did this, unknow ng that, soon,
there could be a solar spread out through Pickaway
County. The current case we are discussing tonight,

i f approved, will literally be seen fromtheir yard.
We have spoken to sone realtors in other
counties that have experience with selling properties,

and they have shared their concerns that it does
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affect selling properties and can even affect hones
that are not directly in view of the solar plants.

We al so have had a couple friends show
I nterest in sonme honmes that were for sale in the
surroundi ng areas, and when they heard of all the
proposed sol ar projects, they decided to stay in --
community where they were -- where there were no
projects in place.

We have expressed these concerns at neetings
with the solar conpani es, and none of their enployees
had an answer, their only response being, "Sorry."
Well, we are sorry, too, sorry that this invasion is
not only a conplete eyesore to our beautiful comrunity
and homes but sorry that property rights are not being
respected. We have strict zoning laws in our township
and for good reason, to maintain and protect the
i ntegrity.

" m not sure anyone could have predicted
that industrialized solar electric plants woul d
qui ckly take over. It is an excessive ampunt of |and
bei ng taken and is heartbreaking and scary.

| am al so concerned about water. Everyone
up and down Westfall Road only has access to wel
water. This is also concerning nme for ny famly. |

do not |ike hearing of the harnful chem cals found

Veritext Lega Solutions
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t hat make up these panels.

Al so, we have drai nage concerns. These
fields have many tiling and draining systens in place,
and what disruptions will these |arge panels across
acres of land do to not only our drinking water but
al so runoff issues across roads and our ecosystens?

In all, | feel that, even though the
conpanies will tell you different, the citizens in
Pi ckaway County have been taken advantage of for
noney, and if approved, we will be stuck dealing with
the rising issues, sonme which we may not know of yet,
that come fromthese projects. It scares ne for ny
generation, for the next, and for those who foll ow

| ask that you'll deny this project. Thank
you.

Q Thank you very nuch.
THE COURT: Any questions?
Garrett Wells?
And then, next on ny list, | have
Mal | orey Bet hel .
M. Wells, good to see you this
evening. Can you raise your right hand?
Il
Il
/1l
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VHEREUPON,
GARRETT WELLS
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
THE COURT: Thank you.
THE REPORTER: | can't hear you. Can
you speak up a little bit, please? Thanks.
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Can you state and spell your nanmes?
A Garrett Wells, GA-RR-E-T-T WE-L-L-S.
Q Thank you. And can you provide your
addr ess?

A 26422 Westfall Road, Circleville.

Q Thank you. You can proceed wth your
testi nony.

A H. M nane is Garrett Wells. | want to
ask you that you deny the -- solar farns project. W

| ove where we live. MW famly has al ways farned, and
| hope to one day grow up and farmfor... | may work
at a large farmor becone an auctioneer, and if |

don't do any of these things, | really just want to do
sonet hi ng out doors.

My reaction to | earning about the sol ar
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proj ect has been hard. It's really hard to watch
the rich soil being dug up and rows of nmetal put into
fields that have been farnmed for hundreds of years.

| worry that, soneday, | will get the --
farmer, that there will not be land left to farm nost
| and -- sone | and, but nobst won't have enough | and of

their owmn. You' d have to go and rent acres.

| am-- | amalso worried for all the
wildlife in the area. W have lots of deer. W have
turkeys, and we have |lots of birds. W even have a
m gratory bird that we saw in our -- and the
Circleville Herald that is endangered, and it passes
t hrough. My nom got even a picture of three of them
that | anded in our nei ghbor's backyard, not to nention
we have been seeing nore eagles in the area with so
much of the area already down the -- the road a couple

mles covered with panels. And the studies we have

read about say that the panels can create a | ake
effect. | worry for the birds that live in here --
live here or mgrate here that will fly into the

panel s and die.

Il will be 62 when the lease is up if these
| eases are approved. Please deny this project for ny
famly and ny comunity. We don't want them | don't

want to have the consequences of these panels for the

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 21

next years of ny life. Thank you.
Q Thank you, M. Wells.

THE COURT: Any questions?

l'"'mso sorry, M. Wells. If you
woul dn't m nd | eaving a copy of your witten
statenent --

And that goes for anyone with a witten
statenent. That would be extrenely hel pful for the
court reporter this evening.

Thank you so much. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Thank you. And would it
be possible to turn these up, the m crophones, the
speakers?

THE COURT: |'m not sure how to do
that. 1'll try. We'Ill get sonmeone on it.

And addi tional speakers, you can just
| eave. You don't have to cone up on the stage. You
could just leave it right there on the edge of the
stage. That's fine.

Ms. Bethel ?

MS. BETHEL: Yes.

THE COURT: AlIl right. Please raise
your right hand.

/1
/1
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VWHEREUPON,

MALLOREY BETHEL
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.
A It is MA-L-L-OREY B-E-T-H-E-L, Mallorey
Bet hel .
Q Thank you. And can you provide your address

with the township?

A 26422 Westfall Road, Circleville, Chio
43113, WAyne Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
the project area?

A Resi de.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A Okay. Thank you. | was raised in Wayne
County. | have witnessed the intrusion of solar
facilities in the rural comunities of Ross, Pickaway,
and Hi ghl and County, where | work. | had a front-row
view of the construction of the Yell ow Bud Project,

which is just a few mles down fromny property, and
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now, here we stand, fighting yet another project that
we'll be seeing fromny famly's property.

| feel it's inportant to educate ourselves.
Like | said, I'"'ma teacher. W can't always just take
it straight fromthe source, so that's what | -- what
| have done to the best of ny ability.

And the best way | can describe it is that
it's like is that it's |ike those nedication
commercials that we see on TV. W've got a possible
solution for sonething, and, |ike, the commercials are
going to list the side effects. However, working with
t hese solar conpanies, | feel like they circle around

the side effects or just blatantly ignore them

So today, |I'mgoing to focus on agriculture
because | feel like it's going to have the biggest
I mpact on my community. | think it's inportant that

we kind of review sonme stats about agriculture, so we
can understand how inportant it is for the state of
Chi o and for Pickaway County.

The Buckeye State has remmi ned one of the
nation's leaders in agriculture. It plays a very
i nportant part of Ohio's econony. There's
approximately 75,000 farns, 200 different kinds of
crops, 400 different types of soil, and Chio is only

one in four states in the U S. considered to have 50
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percent of its land classified as prinme farnl and.

We don't want to forget the |ivestock. They
need to eat, so we can eat. There are 1.25 billion
head of cattle and 10,000 active dairy farnms, which --
we have one |l ocated there on 104. And this is
straight for Pickaway County. This is fromthe United
States Departnment of Agriculture. |It's a stat from
2018.

Agriculture remains an inportant conponent
of the -- of Pickaway County's econony, as nore than
90 percent of the land is in farnms. Pickaway County
ranks fifth in OChio in the production of corn and
seventh -- seventh in the production of soybeans in
the state.

So | just wanted to share that because |

feel like that's really inportant in justifying how
| nportant agriculture is to us. | think that gives us
a quick overviewthat it's inportant, and I will say
that the vast majority of people that |I know work in

agricultural industry as well as ny own famly.

So | think we nust ask oursel ves when
farm and is clearly inportant, especially today with
what is going on in our world and food short ages,
instabilities in inports and exports, and | think the

answer is really sinple. These corporate conpanies
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want to maxim ze their profits. They want |ots of
acreage. They want to build with | ess output costs
and build as fast as they can. They want | ots of
acres, and they want to build, like I said, very
quickly. I would think, if the crisis for renewable
energy was true with what we needed and it was not
about nopney, then we would find other viable sources.
| know for a fact that Anerican Electric Power, for
exanpl e, owns 58,000 acres of strip mne land in

sout heastern Chio, but again, we're not -- they're not
pursui ng that because they want to maxim ze their own
profits and work on those energy credits.

So |l -- as | was asking nyself this, and I
ask, you know, rem nd my son. Wuld you put your
stanp on this? |Is this an idea of sonething you woul d
be proud of, confident in approving?

And | ask that you guys do the sanme and --
and hear the citizens, and | feel |ike people deserve
better. So thank you for your tine.

Q Thank you.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: No. Thank you.
MR. CHAMBERLAI N:  Not hi ng.
THE COURT: Next, | have Ant hony Shirk.
Then, after M. Shirk, | have Dan Si nme.
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Wel come, M. Shirk. Can you pl ease
rai se your right hand?
VWHEREUPOQN,
ANTHONY SHI RK
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state your nane and spel
it for the record.
A Yes. Anthony Shirk, A-NT-HONY
S-HI-RK
Q Thank you. And pl ease provide your address,
I ncl udi ng the township.
A Yes. | currently live at 42 North MKinl ey
Avenue in Athens, Chio, but | amrepresenting ny
famly, who is selling property.
Q Thank you. And you may proceed.
A Thank you, Your Honor.
So | have -- | have a list of points here
that | want to start with to kind of create a series

of events.

County Conmm ssioner Jay W ppel was appoi nted

as a nenber of the Ohio Power State Board for the
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pur poses of this case. After he becanme an ad hoc
voting nenber, he was the deciding vote in the county
resol uti on opposing the project. | note that the
resolution did not raise any specific reason for
opposition against this project. It was just against
sol ar.

Comm ssi oner W ppel refused to nmeet with the
project and public neetings both before and after
voting against the project. He refused to neet with
the project on the basis that he is an ad hoc voti ng
menmber of the OPSB, but then, he voted against the
project as a county conm ssioner. How could his
deci sion to vote against the project be informed if he
refused to neet with the project?

The OPSB staff was nade aware of these
actions. However, the staff reports cited the county
resolution as a reason to recommend deni al of the
project, but not a word was said about the ad hoc
menber' s vot e.

| have the foll ow ng docunents for the
Chair. I'Il give themafter |I'm done. The county
conm ssi oner neeting m nutes, showi ng Conmi ssi oner
W ppel as recusing hinmself fromneeting with the
project during public conmm ssioner neetings both

before and after voting on the resol ution against the
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proj ect.

The conmm ssioner is trying to tell nme what

neet with the project. How could this decision be
i nformed? And yet the OPSB staff endorsed this
resolution, and the comm ssioner is going to be a
judge on the sitting board later in the case as wel

How am | getting a fair shake as a | andowner and ny

we've had in our famly for 150-plus years?

The OPSB i s supposed to investigate the
project, not sinply rely on |ocal politicians who
won't meet with us.

And | have everything here that "Il -- |
| eave with you. Thank you.

Q Thank you very nuch.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: No. Thank you.
THE COURT: Thank you.

M. Sinme, Dave Horning.
Wl cone.
MR. SI ME: Thank you.
THE COURT: Pl ease raise your right

can do wwth nmy land. He was the deciding vote on the

resol ution against the project, but he would refuse to

rights as nmy famly trying to sell the land, |and that

Next, we have Dan Sine and then, after
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hand.
VWHEREUPOQON,
DAN SI ME
called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.

A My nane is Dan Sine, D-A-N S-I-ME. Reside
at 229 South Water Street, WIIlianmsport, OChio.

Q And M. Sinme, could you speak up just maybe
alittle bit or get a little closer to the m crophone?

A Okay. Sorry.

Q Thank you.

A Can you hear ne?

Q Yes.

A Ckay.

Q That's nmuch better. Thank you so nuch.

Pl ease provi de your address, including township.

A South Water Street, WIIliamsport, Ohio, Deer
Creek Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you reside or work within

the project area?
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A Resi de.
Q Thank you. Please proceed.
A Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you for

allowing nme the opportunity to speak this evening.

Again, nmy nane is Dan Sine. | live close to
t he proposed project area. |In addition to being a
st akehol der as a nenber of the community, | am one of

many nmenbers of the International Brotherhood of
El ectrical Wrkers, Local 683, that reside in Pickaway
County.

The approval of the Scioto Solar Farm [sic]
woul d give nyself and other Pickaway County
construction workers a chance to work closer to hone
and enrich the local comunity in a nunmber of ways.
Tax revenue generated from Scioto Farns Solar is
expected to provide necessary funding for the |ocal
school s, necessary infrastructure projects in our
community. It is my opinion that this additiona
revenue will create nore jobs in addition to initial
hundred of direct jobs fromthe project.

As long -- as a longtinme Pickaway County
resident, | am al ways concerned about the revenue in
our small community for essential services. The
Scioto Farns project will provide reliable, steady

revenue for essential services like the fire
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departnment and energency nedi cal services.
| am proud to support the Scioto Farns Sol ar
Project, the jobs, the revenue, inprovenment to our
community. And that's it.
Thank you for your tine.
Q Thank you very nuch
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: No. Thank you, Judge.
MR. CHAMBERLAIN: | don't.
THE COURT: Next, we have Dave Hor ni ng
and, then, after him Connie Kiser.
Pl ease raise your right hand.
MR. HORNI NG  Oh.
VHEREUPON,
DAVE HORNI NG
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record, sir.
A My nanme is Dave Horning, HORNI-NG |
live at 569 Plaza Drive in Circleville, Ohio 43113.

Q And do you work or reside within the project
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area?

A No.

Q Ckay. You may proceed.

A | am opposed to further construction of
i ndustrial solar power on farm and in Pickaway County
or anywhere in Ohio. My reasons are, one, we are in
the mdst of a food shortage, and we need every square
I nch of Pickaway County farm and for food. And, two,
sol ar power produces hazardous waste, and, three, new
technol ogy for green energy will soon render sol ar
power obsol ete.

I nc. Magazi ne quoted Jeff Brown -- Jeff
Bezos, the founder of Amamzon, as saying, quote,
"Highly intelligent people frequently revise their
opi ni ons when new i nformati on beconmes avail able."
Unquot e.
| am asking the Ohio Power Siting Board to

I ssue a noratoriumon any further construction of
I ndustrial solar power in Chio based on new
I nformation. The first piece of new information is
the war in Ukraine. Although it's been going on for
nmonths, it's newin ternms of when this industrial
solar project first started. The -- the Ukrainians
have not planted wheat this spring, which neans that

15 percent of the world' s supply of wheat has
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di sappeared. Just yesterday, President Biden warned
of food shortages due to the Russian invasion, quote,
"It's going to get real. Both Russia and Ukraine have
been the breadbasket of Europe in ternms of wheat."
Unquot e.

Secondly, solar power is an environnental
di saster. This is not new information. There are
approxi mately 25 grans of cadm umin each | arge sol ar
panel. Cadm um | eaches from broken panel s damaged
during natural events, hailstorns, tornadoes, and
decomm ssi oning. Recycling decomm ssioned sol ar
panels costs nore than the econom c val ue of the

materials recovered. However, disposable

decomm ssi oned solar panels in landfills is, quote,
"not recomended in case -- break, and toxic naterials
such as cadmum |l each into the soil." Unquote.

Nevert hel ess, our landfills are where nobst obsolete
sol ar panels wind up. This is how OSHA descri bes
cadmum "Cadmumis highly toxic and can cause
cancer. It targets the body's cardiovascul ar, renal,
gastrointestinal, neurol ogical, reproductive, and
respiratory systens.” O, as ny friend, Laura
Schwei t zer, would say, it will ness you up.

Lastly, and this is the second piece of new

I nformati on, which was announced just yesterday. Jeff
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Bezos was investing 300 mlIlion pounds, British, in
General Fusion, a commttee and private conpany, to
create limtless energy fromnuclear fusion. The
conpany wll test its magnetized target fusion

t echnol ogy, which replicates the energy process of the
sun. Scientists at EnergyProfessionals.comsay that
fusion is green energy. Quote. "Fusion power could
produce inexhaustible clean power. It uses seawater
as its fuel and woul d produce no greenhouse gas

adm ssions."” Unquot e.

Now, ny final comment | would like to nmake
I s about the Yell owbud project in Ross County. |
visited the recorder's office in Ross County. The
Ross County court -- court reporter was very hel pful.
| got a copy of the lease that was filed by the solar
power conpany on the farm and of the farm owners, and
it says on the back that w thout the need for a
farmer's comm ssion, the solar power conpany can sell,
convey, |ease, assign to a nortgage that real estate
due to that.

So what -- the financial process works this
way. The power conpany doesn't really have any nobney,
so what they do is they go to the bank and acquire the
noney to build the solar panels. The bank then needs

a nortgage. They need collateral for their -- their
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| oan. They get the collateral fromthe entire parcel
of farm and that that farner has. |f that process
ever ceases to be possible, the power conpany w |
di sappear, but the bank will still be in business and
will foreclose on the entire parcel of farm and and
take that farmaway fromthe farner
So thisis in the lease, and I'l|l | eave a
copy of this lease that is public record. Now, |
don't knowif this law firmis going to wite a
simlar | ease, but you've got to be very careful and
hire an attorney to read this. | know people don't
like to hire an attorney until there's a problem but
before you sign anything, hire an attorney that can
read the | ease presented to you.
Thank you very nuch
Q Thank you very nmuch, M. Horning.

THE COURT: Any questions?

MS. SHEELY: No.

MR. CHAMBERLAI N:  No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Next, | have Connie Kiser
and, followi ng her, April Kiser.

Ms. Kiser, please raise your right
hand.
Il
Il
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VHEREUPON,
CONNI E KI SER
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.
A Connie Kiser, CONNI1-E K-1-S-E-R
Q Thank you. And your address with the
t ownshi p, pl ease.
A 27061 Westfall Road, Circleville, Onhio,
Wayne Townshi p.
Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project?
A Resi de. Thank you.
Q Thank you very nuch. You nay proceed.
A Thank you.

I'ma lifelong resident of Pickaway County,
which -- 39 years of them have been spent in Wayne
Townshi p, where ny husband was born and raised. MW
husband and | have raised three children on the farm
across fromthe proposed site on Westfall Road.

This project will negatively inpact the
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daily lives of Wayne Township residents in many ways,
first, the environnental inplications that we as
residents are not aware of. The property value wl|l
decrease. The construction site would be considerably
nore dangerous to our roads, and if this project is
approved, who will repair the damage? The |oss of
habitat for the wildlife is very concerning. The

| ocal farmers will |ose some of the farm ground, which
Is their livelihood.

For those who have not taken their spring
drive, please do so on -- south on 104 or Westfal
Road to see the project known as Yell owbud Solar to
see the inpact on the farm and that has resulted with
this project. Renenber this is what our farns wl|l
soon | ook |ike.

Thank you.

Q Thank you very nuch, M. Kiser.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: No. Thank you.
MR. CHAMBERLAI N: No.
THE COURT: Pl ease raise your right
hand.
Il
Il
/1l
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VHEREUPON,

APRI L KI SER
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Pl ease state and spell your nane for the
record.
A | am April Kiser, A-P-RI1-L K-1-S-E-R

Q Thank you. And your address with the
t ownshi p, pl ease.

A 26845 Immell Road in Circleville, Wayne
Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A | reside.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A My husband and | spent several years
pl anni ng and saving to build our forever hone in Wayne
Township. He grew up there. W're half a mle from
t he proposed site, you know. 1It's a big, dark cloud
over our happy nove. W have been | ooking forward to
this for sone tine, and, you know, to find out that

there is a huge solar field proposed, you know, right
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down the road is very concerning.

Li ke many peopl e that have spoken, we're
really concerned about the -- the water. W rely on
well water. If that's contam nated, we have not hing
el se. We have no other options, you know.

There are a | ot of people who are opposed to
this, the county comm ssioners, township trustees, the
county energency managenent agency, you know, the
county fire chiefs association. State Senator Bob
Peterson wrote an opposition on the website, you know.
Of the 58 public coments on the site, only five were
for or -- were for the -- the project, you know.

The Pickaway County is a farm ng conmunity.
It's the livelihood of nobst of the people out there.
It's zoned for farm and, you know. Even now, if you
want to buy a parcel of |land, you have to buy ten
acres. It's not, you know -- this devel opnent that
peopl e area tal king about, it's not as easy as what
they say. |It's not a done deal. |If this doesn't go
t hrough, this is going to be developed. 1It's, you
know -- we have zoning in place for this reason. Wy
we noved out there --

| just really encourage you to deny this
project. Thank you.

Q Thank you, Ms. Kiser.
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THE COURT: Any questions?
MR. CHAMBERLAI N: No, Your Honor.
MS. SHEELY: No.
THE COURT: Next, | have Ki m Davey and
then, follow ng, Byron Rose.
Wel conme, Ms. Davey. Please raise your
ri ght hand.
VWHEREUPOQN,
KI M DAVEY
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Can you pl ease state and spell your nanme for
the record?
A Ki m Davey, K-1-M D A-V-E-Y.
Q Thank you. And pl ease provide your address
wth the township.
A 24235 Mouser Road, New Hol l and, Chio, Perry
Townshi p.
Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?
A | do not, within the site of the project.

No, m' am
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Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A Ckay. First of all, I would like to say
that | have witten several letters to the Ohio Power
Siting Board, beginning in 2019 when the Atlanta
Proj ect was proposed, also to the county comm ssioners
and to the township trustees in Perry Township at that
time.

We also -- three of us net with the
comm ssioners in October of 2019 as well. At that
time, the conmm ssioners seened to be all for the
proj ect because, | think, Atlanta was the only one
proposed at that tinme. That project has been approved
and was supposed to have been conpleted by this tine.
It has not even been started yet. Thank goodness.
do not know why that project hasn't been started, but

l"mglad that it hasn't.

W -- ny parents own a farmwithin just half
a mle of where this project will be. And it is not
sonething -- after traveling to the Yell owoud site and

seeing what that |ooks like, it is not sonething that
anybody would want to see. However, that was not ny
mai n concern in 2019, and it's still not ny main
concern in 2022.

My main concern is about the farm and. So

many peopl e already have spoken about how nuch acreage
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it is going to take -- this is going to take in

Pi ckaway County, and | feel |ike our county has al ways
been an agricultural county. And | know that sone
people | ook at that as being ol d-fashioned, but it
does need to be there because of the food that we
need, the job that it creates that people sort of
forget about.

VWhen | spoke at the hearing for the Atlanta
project when it was online or on Zoom | -- | said
then, and | still believe it now, that farners
sonetimes succunb to these kinds of projects. And
they are not farns. Nothing grows on them | w sh
the Power Siting Board woul d change that to sol ar
projects instead of solar farns. Farns are where you
pl ant seed, grow crops, raise livestock. Industrial
sol ar projects are not farns.

But anyway, the -- the projects affect so
many ot her jobs, and they don't bring in a | ot of
jobs. There's a few jobs, maybe nore jobs than the
young man was tal ki ng about, electrical or
construction jobs and things going on while they're
buil ding. And yes. Maybe. But when it's done,
there's only a few. Less than ten is what |'ve been
told on other projects. So that does not create jobs,

and |I'msure that there are nore people that are going
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to | ose noney fromthe jobs they currently have in
agriculture because of these projects.

Long-term effects, when the young nman said
he woul d be 62 when this project, these 30-year, 40-
year | eases are over, | probably will not even be on
this earth at that tinme, and | hope that I'mwong. |
said this to the county comm ssioners in 2019.

| hope that |I'm proven wong, that these
projects really are for the good of everybody, but |
can't see that they are. There's been too many things
from people that are experts in solar. |'m not
agai nst sol ar on soneone's house. |f they want to do
it, that's fine, but when you take all of this and
the -- the contam nation, for |lack of a better word,
that's going to happen with this, it's not going to be
good.

And the -- and the power conpanies that are
doing it may not be around to truly pay the farners.
| -- 1 really do feel badly for farnmers that feel |ike
this is just the only way that they can retire or have
i ncome. My husband and | used to farmfull-tinme. W
are retired now M husband -- we had to sell sone of
our farm ground because of financial issues, but we
sold it to another farnmer. And we're hoping that that

farmer does not succunb to solar projects because it
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does need to be farned. |It's prinme farnl and.
That's what | would like to say, and | would
really hope that the Power Siting Board -- |I'm
t hankful that the conm ssioners have seened to change
their stance on this. | know sone of the township
trustees have. They're the people in power that we
elect, and I'm hoping that they will continue to
really | ook these over and -- and do the right thing
for the mpjority of the people in our county and
across the state.
Thank you.
Q Thank you, Ms. Davey.
THE COURT: Any questions?
Next, | have Byron Rose and then,
following him Kay Swaney.
M. Rose, please raise your right hand.
VWHEREUPOQON,
BYRON ROSE
called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane

for the record.
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A My nane is Byron Rose, spelled R-O S-E.
First name is Byron, B-Y-R-ON

Q Thank you. And your address?

A And address is 6480 Hatfield Road,

W I liamsport, Ohio, Deer Creek Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A | own a farmin Deer Creek Townshi p.

Q Thank you. You may proceed, M. Rose.

A Yeah. | am Byron Rose. |I'ma real estate
broker, and |I look at things a little differently than
many peopl e are tal king about tonight.

Scioto Solar is just a segnent of what we're
facing. | want to tal k about Gestalt psychol ogy, and
that's when the whole is greater than the sum of the
parts. W had six solar conpanies comng to this
area, sone in Ross County, sone in Pickaway County.

On the chart there, you'll see a flow chart, show ng
the different solar conpanies, which are six right
now, two of themin Ross County. The rest are in

Pi ckaway County. Just let ne see here.

Q And M. Rose, just so the record is clear,
this chart that you are holding up depicts all of the
proposed projects?

A It depicts all six projects. That equates
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to 110. Excuse ne. 110 -- get it right here. 10,140
acres to get it exactly right.
Q Thank you.
A And that includes the six different solar
conpanies that are trying to cone into this area.
This next chart shows the square mles that
w || be occupied by these solar conpanies comng into
this area, and to put it in perspective, the six
different solar conpani es equate to enough square
mles that's nore than twice the area of the city of
Circleville. Now, that's a big area, and we've broken
It down. You'll get charts and handouts to give the
total acreage, the square mles, and it's all broken
down.
But we need to | ook at the total, not just
Scioto Solar. It's one of many, so what |'msaying is
br oaden your perspective and | ook at the density.
You're really killing our agriculture area with the
density of solar, and we can't survive. This solar
shoul d not be on agricultural farm and, period. |
don't know how I could make this any better. There is
no nore | and.
Q Thank you.
THE COURT: As nuch as | would like to

provi de everyone an opportunity for applause if you
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agree, we are trying to get through as many peopl e as
we can, so if we could Iimt applause for the

concl usion of the hearing, we would definitely
appreciate it. And --

THE WTNESS: And ny point is, if we
don't save farn and, where are you going to grow food?
It doesn't cone from Kroger. It cones from Pi ckaway
County, Ross County agricultural farm and, and it
needs to stop. Right now, we're seeing Ukraine, and
it was brought up earlier, the grain shortage. The
G/, in their latest report, states that there is a
problemw th food shortage in the world. Ukraine and
Russia are going to be way below their productivity
this year, and we nust ensure farm and is saved for
the future.

Thank you.

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. And M. Rose, did you say that
you had smaller versions of these printouts?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yeah. It's al
right there. There's three copies.

THE COURT: Thank you so nuch. Thank
you. We appreciate that. Thank you.

Any questions?

MS. SHEELY: Not hi ng.

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 48

MR. CHAMBERLAI N:  Not hi ng. Thank you.
THE COURT: Next, | have Kay Swaney and
then, follow ng Ms. Swaney, Justin Barnes.
Wel cone, Ms. Swaney. Can you pl ease
rai se your right hand?
VWHEREUPOQN,
KAY SWANEY
called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.

A Kay Swaney, K-A-Y S-WA-N-E-Y.

Q Thank - -

A My address is 23490 Chillicothe Pike,
WIlliamsport in Deer Creek Township. | amvery nuch
adj acent to another project but not this one.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A | would agree with many of the other
concerns that people have tal ked about fromthe
farm and, potential pollution. M focus and ny
comments are going to be related to the property

val ues.
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I live right across the road fromwhat's
going to be another project, and |'ve read stories
about property val ues, the percentages. Sone of them
say there's no | oss of property value, but to ne, when
| -- | sent these pictures in with one of nmy letters
to the Power Siting Board. And I live where there's
nothing to the west of ne, so | see beautiful sunsets
all the tinme. | don't like it sonetinmes when the corn
gets tall, and | can't see. I1'll put up with the
corn, but this is one of the pictures that |
submtted. That -- these are a couple of pictures
of -- fromny front porch, |ooking at the sunset,
which is pretty amazing, and this is a picture from
about a year ago fromthe Yell owbud project.

The property across fromne is intended to
be one of the staging areas, which is nostly nud in
this part of the country. This is what ny view w ||
potentially ook Iike with the project with the

staging area across from ne.

It just -- all the other reasons for |oss of
farm and, but also, |I've lived there over 40 years.
|"ve worked hard to nmaintain the property. | was
trying so hard not to get enotional. Sorry.

Q Take your tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You're doing
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great .

THE W TNESS: Just the sheer thought
that | could use 60 percent of ny property value with
ny intent to pass this in my inheritance for ny
daughter and ny grandson -- | keep nmaking nyself not
go down and | ook at the Yellowbud project. But every
time | do, | just get sick to my stomach of what
that's going to look like in ny front yard.

" mjust asking, please, to not |et
t hese solar projects cone take any nore of the
property from-- from Pickaway County. Thank you.

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you very nuch, Ms. Swaney. And Ms.
Swaney, do you recall the date of the letter that you

sent in the pictures?

A | actually have sent three. This one was
probably in -- this was -- one of themwas in
December. | just looked it up to see. One was in
February. | think the other one was maybe April, but
there's -- | saw -- | | ooked on the website. And al

three of them were posted out there, and the pictures
are there. But |I'll leave these here.
Q Wonderful. Thank you so much.
THE COURT: Any questions?

M. Barnes?
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MR. BARNES: Yes.
THE COURT: Pl ease raise your right
hand.
VWHEREUPOQON,
JUSTI N BARNES
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state your nanme and spel
it for the record, please.

A Justin Barnes, J-U-S-T-1-N B-A-R-N-E-S.
20245 Pherson Pike, WIIliamsport in Monroe Township.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A No.

Q Thank you.

A | also -- sanme as Kay, | am an adj acent
owner near the Chipnmunk project, Pickaway County as
wel | .

So we -- we hear a |ot about the | oss of
farm and and property val ues, and those too are
concerns that | have, how it affects people. There is

a difference, and you can see from ot her projects
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around the state, the one that would of fset
agricultural land, what it does to the area.

And you can see that if you | ook up the
Di xon Run Sol ar Project in Jackson County. It was on
a reclained coal field. So as you know, you can write
a letter into the Ohio Power Siting Board for review.
In that project, there were a grand total of four --

four people who wote a letter of opposition to that

project. It's a good |ocation; okay? There's a big
difference. |It's not agricultural land that they're
| osi ng.

The Nottingham Sol ar Project in Harrison
County, also on a reclained -- a coal mne, nobody
opposes that project. That's a great |location as
wel | .

The reason the, like -- the solar comng to
an agriculturally zoned area does provide jobs, but
it's inportant to nention that it offsets nmuch nore
jobs. The farmand trickles down really well through
the community. |t would be a | oss of revenue and jobs
for the area -- for our area, the people living there.

Soinny letter, the last one | wote
regardi ng the Chi pnunk project, | detailed sone of the
specifics, the conparison of the solar and the

farm and.

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 53

So we -- as a |landowner, | choose to live in
an area that is zoned agricultural. That is an
I nvestnment. It's a protection that we have from an
i ndustrial use. And if you -- outside of that, you
can apply for a variance that would get voted on in
our townshi ps, and so people, as |andowners, we have
that protection. And | think that's inportant.
Regar di ng sonme of the property values, there
Is a conprehensive study the University of Texas put
out. On Page 41 of that study, they had a conparison
of nmedi an incones near solar projects. They took
every 100 negawatt solar facility in the United
States, and the nedian income was half of the national
average, the nedian incone around the projects. So
there's probably a few reasons that happens, but |
don't think there's any question. The area is kind of
a depressed area. |It's, |like, and part of that has --
would be it's a | ess desirable | and use than farm ng
I n our case. For nost of the -- npbst of the townships
I n Pickaway County are zoned for agriculture.
So that's all | have.
Q Thank you very nuch
THE COURT: Any questions?
MR. CHAMBERLAIN: No. Thank you.
THE COURT: Next, | have Paul a Metzger,
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foll owed by Marian Garner.
Ms. Metzger, please raise your right
hand.
VWHEREUPOQON,
PAULA METZGER
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your
name.

A Paul a Metzger, P-A-U-L-A ME-T-Z-G E-R

Q And your address with the township, please.

A 4127 Dungan Road. That's D-U-N-G A-N, and
that's in Wayne Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
the project area?

A I Iive there.

Q Thank you very much. You nmay begin with
your testinony.

A Qur famly is a |l andowner whose | and borders
nearly the entire western edge of this proposed
facility.

Can you hear ne okay? Can you hear ne okay?
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Q Yes. Thank you.

A We have three famly honmes and our farm shop
in this imediate vicinity. There are many issues |'d
| i ke to address, but because of the constraints of
time, I'mjust focusing on two.

The first is the viewshed. Under the Ohio
Adm ni strative Code, it states for the applicant to
descri be the existing | andscape and eval uate its
scenic quality, list indications of the visual
preferences of the community.

The many signatures on our Township Petition
of Opposition, the many letters of Wayne Township
resi dents opposing this project, and the No Sol ar on
Farm and signs planted on those properties in the area
are evidence to the preferences of this comunity. |
think it's inportant for you to know the | ocal
comunity because your decision will inpact their
| ives forever.

This area in Wayne Township is hone to
nostly generational famlies. |In keeping with your
rules of respecting cultures and contributions, you
need to consider these famlies.

As a teacher, | have had many of these kids
I n class, and now, at |east, seven of them have

returned to the area to build their own hones and
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raise their famlies in the serene countrysi de where
they grew up. | have seen through the years the

t remendous anount of giving that these famlies have
donated to the great community. | have seen these
fam |lies give thousands of volunteer hours, helping in
their child s classroom working with the PTB, being
on the school board, working tirelessly on fundraisers
to support the band boosters, the sports prograns, the
academ c schol arships. They have given their energy
to support 4-H, to serve on the fair board, to work
towards the inprovenent of the new fairgrounds that
the entire state enjoys. The list continues with
hours given in |l ocal food pantries, the wonen's

shel ter, youth programs, and, of course, Punpkin Show.
| could tell you the individual contributions of al
these famlies, but tinme does not allow for this. |
would like to invite you for a personal tour. | would
like to drive you around Wayne Townshi p and explain to
you the contributions of each famly.

Furthernore, the applicants are required to
do an analysis of the scenic quality in the area.
Stantec, the firmhired by Candel a, stated several
times in their letter submtted Decenber 13th that the
pl acenment of solar nodules would alter the rural

character. Their conclusion, and | quote, "The
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presence of the project would be visually unique to
the local |andscape. The solar nodul es woul d be

vi si bl e and sustained use. That neans, 24/7, near
residences and alter the area's rural, agricultural
character.”

| would also like to note that the plan will
reach a height of 20 feet at the maxi num extensi on.
That's at sunrise and sunset, so goodbye, country
sunrise. |I'mfive-two. Twenty feet is nearly four
times nmy height. 1Is this the view you dream of from
your hone?

The very fact that the sol ar conpanies are
required to submt a mtigation plan and vegetative
screening is additional evidence that this is not an
upgrade for the imedi ate area.

Secondly, | want to speak to your m ssion
statenent, which quotes, "Protecting the environnment
and | and use and m nim zing i npacts detrinental to the
continued use of productive agricultural land." The
farmers of Wayne Townshi p and t hroughout Pi ckaway
County are ever cogni zant about best practices and
work hard to pronote soil health and to protect the
environnent. Because of their great care and
expertise, the farnmers who actually farmthese

parcel s, not the | andowners, these farners had record
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yields in 2021.

In contrast to that, we have seen firsthand
the destruction of the topsoil during the installation
of these solar facilities. Your mssion statenment is
absolutely ignored during the construction peri od.
Massi ve equi pment is grating the | and and conpacti ng
the soil, and that is the reality of the situation.

To claimthat this same |and can return to productive
farm and is highly inprobable. W have seen this
personal | y because the construction of the 2,000-acre

Yel | owbud project is also in our imediate area. Hold

on.
Q And Ms. Metzger, | --
A In closing, | am closing.
Q Go ahead.
A | hope you will search your heart for what
is right. Your decision will inpact every single

resident, residents who have dedicated their lives to
the betternment of the community. Your decision wll

| npact the farnmers of Pickaway County and all the
ag-rel ated busi nesses. The qualities of a good

deci sion are | ove, peace, justice, and integrity. |
hope those will guide you. Responsible solar should
not lead to utter destruction and heart break.

Thank you.
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Q Thank you very nuch

THE COURT: Any questions?

THE W TNESS: \Where do | --

THE COURT: You could set it right up
here, Ms. Metzger. Thank you very nuch.

Next, we have Marian Garner, foll owed
by M chael Reily Kiser.

Okay. Ms. Garner?

MS. GARNER: |'m here.

THE COURT: Hi there.
VWHEREUPOQN,

MARI AN GARNER
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON

THE COURT: Thank you. And if you as
wel |l as everyone follow ng Ms. Garner could speak into
the m crophone just a little bit |ouder, our court
reporter is having a little bit of trouble hearing
testinony this evening.

THE W TNESS: Okay. Tell ne if you can
hear nme. Is that okay? Marian, MA-R-1-A-N, Garner,
GA-RNE-R 19428 H Il Road, Circleville, Jackson

Townshi p.
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BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A No.

Q Thank you. You may proceed, M. G@Garner.

A Well, as so many ot her people have presented
many, many facts, the fact that | wanted to touch on
I's the problemof recycling these panels. | have an
article from I nterestingEngi neering.com a science --
science article I'll give you up there, so |I'mjust
going to quote one part of it. \Wen you read over
it -- and anyone in the audience can |ook this up as
well. It just blows your mnd, the facts that are in
this article, and they're facts. They're not just
opi ni ons.

It's not just, you know -- we -- we're not
even going to be affected by this solar project. W
just feel like it's not good for our community and the
future of our world, our country, our children, our
grandchil dren, what's going to go in the ground. It's
just sonething we have to really think about.

So one of the things I'Il quote in this
article, it's by the International Renewabl e Energy
Agency, and they say they predict around 78 mllion

metric tons of solar panels will likely have reached
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the end of their lives by 2050. Sonmething wll need
to be done with all this waste. While nobst

el ectronics can be recycled relatively safely, the
toxic contents of solar panels are going to becone a
real problemif another reliable nethod of safely

decomm ssioning old panels is found. |If not, nobst of

t hese panels, as today, may sinply end up in landfills

If they're allowed to be in landfills.
| just urge you to think Iong and hard and
really investigate all of the facts and consider
what's best for this comunity. Thank you.
Q Thank you.
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: Not hi ng.
THE COURT: Thank you very nuch, Ms.
Gar ner .
THE W TNESS:  Sure.
THE COURT: Next, | have M chael Kiser,
followed by T.J. Ebenhack.
M. Kiser.
VWHEREUPOQN,
M CHAEL REILY KI SER
called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
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EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.

A M chael Reily Kiser, MI-CHA-E-L, Reily,
R-E-1-L-Y, last nane, Kiser, K-1-S-E-R

Q Thank you. And could you pl ease provide
your address with the township?

A 915 City Park Avenue, Col umbus, Ohio 43206.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A Al right. Wnderful.

Good evening, everyone. |'mhere tonight to
share my concerns with Scioto -- Scioto -- sorry.
Scioto Farnms Sol ar Project and the community it
affects. That community is Wayne Townshi p.

Why do | care about Wayne Township? | -- |
was born there 29 years ago. | resided there for 25
years. M nother currently resides there. M father
died there. M brother and sister-in-law currently
reside there, and I plan on returning soneday.

VWhy el se do | care about this comunity?
This community is unlike any other. For those -- and
a lot of famliar faces | see in this crowd know
exactly what |'mtal king about. Sone of those

famliar faces |I call uncle, even though there's no
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bl ood relation. |It's a comunity that's driven by
farmers, a community that truly lives by "help thy
nei ghbor." | thought this was the case with
everywhere, growing up in this comunity. As |

qui ckly found out when | left this comunity, that is
not the case.

This is also a comunity that wanted to keep
this reputation, and that's why they put in the zoning
| aws. Ten acres nust be purchased at one tine to
prevent subdivisions frombeing built, preventing this
perfect | andscape that we have in the sout hwest part
of this diverse county that we also have, keep it
intact. And that's why we all live there. That's why
my famly settled there over 70 years ago.

Now, | also | ook around this room | see a
| ot of faces that aren't famliar. They aren't so
famliar. What do they think of this project? | want
to put nmyself in their shoes. One, it's progress for
man. We're getting sonething done. Two, they
probably ook at it. |It's clean air. Three, and
we've heard this said for people not opposing this,
noney for schools. For those people, | want to give
my perspective as soneone who cane fromt hat
community, what | think of those. Those are valid

points on your end, but on nmy end, it's progress of
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man tearing apart one of the best communities, one of
the only communities left that truly values their
nei ghbor. | think not.

Is this clean energy? Factually, and a | ot
of people have presented this already this evening.
Not hi ng about this is clean. To give the testinonial
of one of our fine teachers here at Circleville High
School, where | went, he teaches a sustainability
class. About a nonth ago, he was driving out past our
farm which is directly across fromthis project, and
sends nme a picture of our farm and we were bantering
back and forth, you know. "What are you doi ng out
there?" And then, | finished with, "It's God's
country.” He replies with, "Yep. Until you hit Ross
County," referring to the Yell owbud project. So not

only does he oppose "of" it. This is a person that is
in sustainability, teaching it to our kids here in
Circleville, Ohio, and he understands how not cl ean
energy this is, hownot clean it is to the community,
and a nultitude of factors.

Lastly, noney -- noney for the schools
sounds great. Sales 101, right? Anytinme that you've
got a product people don't want to buy, flash them
with the big benefit. Wat's easier than noney for

school s? The easiest exanple that | can think of for
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this is the Chio lottery. Have you seen one
commercial for the Chio |lottery? What do they show?
Money for schools, kids in the classroom \What don't
they show? Circleville Speedway, where you can't get
to the counter because people are repeatedly buying

| otto tickets because they have an addiction and
spending all of their noney.

So | strongly oppose this project and hope
that the Power Siting Board of Ohio does as well to
keep this wonderful community intact.

Thank you.

Q Thank you very nmuch.
THE COURT: Questions? Questions?

Next, | have T.J. Ebenhack, followed by
Tom Spri ng.

Good evening. Please raise your right
hand.
VHEREUPON,

THOVAS EBENHACK
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
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for the record.

A Thomas J. Ebenhack, T-HHO MA-S, J,
E- B- E- N- H- A- C- K.

Q Thank you. And can you pl ease provide your
address with the township?

A 2453 Fair Avenue, Bexley, Ohio 432009.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A H. MW nane is T.J. Ebenhack. 1'm opposed
to the massive solar projects on usable farm and. CQur
farmsits i mediately adjacent to the site of the
sol ar project on the south side.

Ful | disclosure, we have a portion of our
farmin the Yell owbud Sol ar Project, which we really
regret. We signed up, thinking that we were doing
sonet hing green. The project that we were in was
supposed to be a small Appal achi an County product that
woul d add cl ean suppl enental power to the new
powerlines that had been added on Westfall Road. This
proj ect was proposed to be geared up towards a nore
unusabl e and | ess productive farm and. W signed up
only a portion that was not as productive and
relatively invisible except to us.

We now see how different this is, as the
proj ect swelled way beyond those seven to 800 acres.

We see the | and stripped of topsoil, which can't be
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put back. We also, through research, now realize not
only the lack of productivity of solar, which we've
actually seen firsthand with the solar that we
actually put on one of our barns, the problens wth

t he breakdown of solar panels over tine, the danage to
wildlife and the patterns that they have with this

| arge of a project.

The solar or the site of the solar -- we've
noticed, as the solar -- as a -- they keep claimng
that the Scioto one is not going to be the sane.

It'"Il be different, though I have a hard tine
believing this, as we see the sane people from our
proj ect noving over part of the Scioto one as well.
And all the things that they told us will probably
become true, too.

This additional project will conmpletely kill
the use of great farm and. That is anything but poor
use of Appal achian countryside. As these projects
overrun our vast farnland, we wll | ose one of our
county's best industries.

My fam |y has established our -- our produce
operation on our 120-year-old farmand relies on
agrotourism which will lose its great experience as
the land turns to vast industrial fields of solar

panel s.
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It's kind of funny how all of the | andowners
of this project are nonfarm ng absentee | andowners.
In addition, we have no idea of the wildlife

I npact of this nmust solar in such a close proximty

and what it will have overtine, also the runoff and
the |l eaching fromthese -- this many panels. W have
no idea of the long-termeffects that this will have,

yet we've rushed to do this in these |arge projects
all over the county.
Thank you.
Q Thank you very nuch.
THE COURT: Questions?
Oh. M. Ebenhack, I'm so sorry.
Counsel for the applicant does have one question or

maybe a few. Thank you.

Ms. Sheely?
MS. SHEELY: Yeah. | just have one
guestion. | wanted to clarify.

THE COURT: On.

MS. SHEELY: M. Ebenhack, right there.

THE COURT: M. Ebenhack, |1'm sorry.
Counsel does have one questi on.

THE WTNESS: Oh. |'m sorry.

MS. SHEELY: Sorry.

THE COURT: |'m so sorry.
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MS. SHEELY: That M. Ebenhack is an
I ntervener in this proceeding.

Is that correct?

THE W TNESS: Yes. | guess. Yeah.

MS. SHEELY: Thank you. That's all

THE COURT: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What was t he

guestion?

THE W TNESS: What do you nean by
"intervener," actually?

M5. SHEELY: Did you file a petition to
I ntervene --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Your dad is.

MS. SHEELY: -- as a party in the
proceedi ng?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But he's not
testifying.

You' re not testifying.

THE WTNESS: |'mnot testifying.

MS. SHEELY: | just asked the question
If you're an intervener in the proceeding.

THE COURT: Thank you.

| think the record will reflect who has
I ntervened in the proceeding, and we can nove on.

THE W TNESS: All right.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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much.

Chri s Waver.

ri ght hand.
VHEREUPON,

Q Pl ease state and spell your nanme for the

record.

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

A Tom Spring, T-OM S-P-RI-NG

Q Thank you. Could you please provide your
address along with the township?

A 335 Meadow Lane, Circleville, Ohio.

Q And the township, sir?

A Townshi p. We're uni ncor por at ed.

Q Thank you. All right. You may proceed.

A Thank you.

The staff report of investigation on the

site of the farnms, My 10, 2022, under public
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THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you very

Next, we have Tom Spring, followed by

Good evening, sir. Please raise your

TOM SPRI NG

EXAM NATI ON
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comments, on Page 44, it nentions a letter fromthe
Pi ckaway County Park District, expressing concerns
with potential inpacts to waterfow mgration, the
historic Chio Erie Canal, and traffic and wildlife
Crossi ngs.

| wanted to mentioned that the Chio Erie
Canal in Wayne Township -- | had the good fortune of
working with other local residents on successfully
getting this canal on the National Register of
Hi storic Places. W celebrated the listing on the
Nati onal Register |last year. This is not any ordinary
canal remmant. This is a three-mle, approxi mtely,
plus or mnus, stretch of water canal or canal prism
I f you think of Roscoe Village and you think of Canal
Fulton that have stretches of canal, Circleville is
one of those. W don't -- we have an active park
district that is working to inprove the park there.
There was a toe path trail. It generates tourism and
activities there at the park, and | just wanted to
mention that this is on the National Register of
Hi storic Places in Wayne Townshi p.

Thank you.

Q Thank you very nuch
THE COURT: Any questions?

Next, we have Chris Weaver, followed by
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wendy Gardner.
Good evening, sir. Raise your right
hand.
VWHEREUPOQON,
CHRI S WEAVER
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.
A Chris Weaver, CH-R1-S WE-A-V-E-R
Q And your --
A 20749 Justus Road, WIliansport, OChio 43164.
Q Thank you. You beat ne to it. And do you

work or reside within the project area?

A No, ma' am
Q Thank you. Pl ease proceed.
A W -- | live in the Chipnunk area where

they're putting in 10,000 acres of solar. You say
that out loud. It's |like, "Ww."

I'ma firmbeliever in property owners being
able to do what they want with their property. |

really am wuntil it defaces ny property, |lowers ny
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property value to 60 percent, destroys ny water,
destroys ny drainage, quite possibly destroys ny
health. 1'm 62 years old. |If this goes in in our
area, 20 years -- 20 years, we'll have to | ook back

| didn't know about brownfields, as nost of
you in here have probably never heard that term
There's 450, 000 acres of brownfields in Onio.
Brownfi el ds are contam nated areas. DeW ne, Governor
DeW ne, just signed into effect House Bill 168 and
110, set aside $5 mllion to devel op brownfi el ds.

Really throw ng nyself into this fight, |
called San Diego. | -- | called England to talk to
EDF. They -- | liked the girl's accent. | tried to
keep her on the phone, but she referred ne to sone --
referred nme to -- to another nenber. So | call ed.

We have a volunteer fire departnent in our
area, and | hear a | ot of nightmare stories about
fires. There was just an article that "conme" out
on -- on social nedia about a fire in California that
burnt 1,100 acres, and they couldn't put it out. W
have a volunteer fire departnent.

Most peopl e hear no one tal k about
batteries. After the solar farm goes in, they clear
off a big pad for batteries, and they're not batteries

that you think of. They're huge batteries, bigger
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than a car, hundreds of acres, over 200 acres of
batteries.

So wth all these brownfields, no one talked
about devel opi ng those. 450,000 acres of solar could
go in that instead of our 10,000 acres of prine
farm and.

So then, you go back to the fire departnent.
One thing | -- the people that | talked to with EDF
and the rep that's conme to our house offered to pay
our taxes to appease us. | talked to them about -- if
you want to get everybody on your side, why don't you
build us a new fire departnent? |'msure a farner
there at the edge of WIlliansport would donate an acre
of land. Could be a pole barn type fire departnent,
four or five stalls. Mybe buy a couple fire engines.
It's a billion-dollar project. Wat if you three $3.5
mllion at it, a couple mllion dollars? No. You
couldn't do that. No. How about get four full-tine
firefighters, pay themfor five, eight years "til we
get a levy? Local comunity would pay for that.
Couldn't do that. No. You're talking -- that's
ridiculous. They're talking about generating $100
mllion of noney a year.

And if you really break it down, |'ve heard

a | ot of people here tal k about the noney that goes to
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the school, and the noney goes here and there. |If you
break it down, the noney that they're going to give to
the | ocal schools and -- and the townshi ps and the
county, it's really kind of chunp change when it --
when it cones all toit. |It's really nothing. 1It's
probably | ess than five percent of the noney that
they're going to generate.

Then, if you go and Googl e what happened to
all the solar conpanies that took the noney back
during the Cbanma adm nistration, there's hundreds and
hundreds and hundreds of sol ar conpani es that went
bankrupt. It's not about energy. [It's about noney.
It's about what -- and that's the reason it's a --
it's a sprint right now and not a narathon because the
adm nistration that's in there nowis offering up al
t hese subsidies and all this noney. And they're
wanting to get the noney before it runs out because
everyone knows that the next adm nistration that gets
in there "are" going to go so far right on fossi
fuels. Then, what happens? Then, what happens to all
t hese solar farns?

| "' m done. Thank you.

Q Thank you very nuch
THE COURT: Questions?
Thank you.
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Next, we have Wendy Gardner, foll owed
by Tim Hartsock. | apol ogize.

Wel come, Ms. Gardner. Pl ease raise
your right hand.
VWHEREUPOQN,

VEENDY GARDNER
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. And if you could stand a little
closer to the m crophone, you nay be able to adjust
it, too. Could you state and spell your name for the
record?

A Wendy Gardner, G A-R-D-N-E-R

Q Thank you. And could you please provide
your address along with the township?

A 7947 Madi son WAl nut Road, Ashville.

Q Thank you. And the township, m'anf

A WAl nut East.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A [ No audi bl e response. ]

Q Coul d you say it out |oud?
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A No.

Q Thank you. You may proceed.

A Okay. W -- |I'mhere because there's a | ot
of specul ati on and questioni ng about the hazards and
wel | being of the solar projects in general, so the
following --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can she speak
up, please?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER 2: Hold the
m crophone down. Pull it down. There you go.
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q And | -- yeah. | wll just note, as long as
our court reporter can hear you, she's the nost
| nportant person that needs to hear your testinony

this evening.

A Okay.
Q So pl ease proceed.
A Al right. 1'"mhere, like | said, because

there's a | ot of questioning and specul ati on about the
hazards |i ke the solar projects, and a |lot of the
hazards are as follows that are in speculation or --
or question.

Solar farns tend to have a deep
envi ronnmental inpact fromland "degration" to habitat

destruction and ecol ogi cal wi nd balance. Risk of a --
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all is not -- the risk adm ssions -- what -- we al
know t hat solar energy is one of the cleanest sources
of energy. It begins, but to begin with, the

| nportance of a sol ar panel production process, it all
begins with the m ning and processing of the raw

mat eri al .

THE REPORTER: Excuse ne. | am going
to need you to stay closer to the mc.

THE W TNESS: Quartz, silver.

s that better?

Quartz, silver, copper, and al um num
are involved in the mning process. Quartz then
under goes further processing with hazardous chem cal s
and hi gh-tenperature furnaces to produce el ectronic-
grade silicone.

The maj or point of concern in the
production process of silicone is the leftover silver
content, which is considered a potential environnmental
hazard. The | argescal e production of silver nodul es
could anount to the depletion of silver resources.

The risk of silver waste disposal is
anot her concern. Not nuch has been done on this
front. The disposal of the chem cals involved in the
producti on depends on the manufacturer, raising

serious questions about the environmental safety.
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VWile there are responsi bl e solar manufacturers that
choose to safely dispose of solar waste, there are
others that aren't too concerned about environnment al
safety and don't hesitate to cut corners to save
noney. Such irresponsible acts by solar manufacturers
can cause nore environnmental harm than good.

Anot her concern is negative effects of
sol ar energy consunption. The production of sol ar
nodul es consunmes a hi gh anmount of energy.
Additionally, the resultant water and hazardous
byproducts are released into the environnent during
t he manufacturing process. The initial stages of the
sol ar panel manufacturing process consume nore energy
conpared to any other formof electricity production.
The manufacturing process involves the transformation
of raw material to usable... The different conponents
i nvol ved in the process of m ning, production, and
cleaning of raw material may conme from different
facilities, unlike conventional sources of energy
production, where everything takes place at a single
spot. Besides, during the manufacturing process, the
heating of quartz requires a | ot of upfront energy.
This can qui ckly amount to energy | oss.

Anot her concern is water wastage. Like

ot her conventi onal energy generation plants, sone
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silver plants may require | arge anmounts of water for
cooling turbines and cleaning silver collectors.

I ncrease in water demand could strain the avail able
wat er resources. This may anmobunt to the |oss of |arge
vol unes of groundwater in arid |ocations, which may
further inpact the local wildlife that depends on

t hese water resources. Besides, the use of chem cals
such as dust suppressants and dielectric fluids my
cause surface contam nation or degradation of

gr oundwat er .

Then, the |last one is the habitat
degradation. The installation of solar panel farns
requires cleaning vast tracts of |and, which could
af fect existing |land uses, including agriculture,
grazing, mneral production. Cl eaning and gradi ng of
the land may anount to habitat destruction and pose a
risk of soil erosion and conpaction. This may further
interfere with the existing use of |and and
alterations of drainage canal channels.

Unfortunately, habitat destruction for the wildlife

could result in a |argescal e di splacenent of wld

species. There "has" been reports of nunmerous bird
deaths in California' s whatever sol ar-generat ed
system Reports blanme the deaths on the silver farns'

mrrors, claimng that the heat reflects fromthem
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burned off the birds' wings. The -- the inpact on
w ldlife species can destroy the entire ecosystem
since one species is dependent on another. \Wen one
I's renoved, the entire ecosystem of that species,
conprised of plants, animals, birds, and marine |ife,
can starve to death. The reason is that the habitat
becomes |l ess livable for the species that are
dependent on each other for survival. The
conservation of wildlife habitat and diversity is a
maj or cause for concern of environnentalists.

Now, I'm-- |'"m saying that these are
concerns.
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Ch. I'msorry. 1Is this just your
concl udi ng thought, Ms. Gardner?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Pl ease proceed.

A These are the concerns that people are
specul ati ng, questioning, what have you, and |'mjust
saying that for the future of our children and the
future of our farm and to grow food for the people in
this state and where have you, to ne, it's not worth
It to jeopardize the health of our future children and
grandchil dren and the well being of our farm ands. |If

you question it, don't do it.
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Q Thank you very nuch
THE COURT: Do you have a question, Ms.
Sheel y?
Oh, Ms. Gardner?
THE W TNESS: Yes?

THE COURT: |'mso sorry. W do have a

question if you could cone back to the m crophone.

MS. SHEELY: | just wanted to ask,
pl ease, the nane of the publication that you --

THE WTNESS: |It's actually a very
pro-sol ar --

MS. SHEELY: Oh.

THE W TNESS:  Yep.

MS. SHEELY: Ckay.

THE W TNESS: They're pro-solar, but
they -- alittle honesty there.

THE COURT: Ms. Gardner, if you could
say the publication nanme into the m crophone, that
woul d be very hel pful. Thank you so nuch.

THE WTNESS: It's LeadWatch.com

THE COURT: Thank you.

M. Chanberlain, did you have any
questions?

MR. CHAMBERLAIN: No. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you.
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Next, | have Tim Hartsock, followed by
Ki nherly Matteo.
M. Hartsock, please raise your right
hand.
VWHEREUPOQN,
TI MOTHY HARTSOCK
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.
A Ti ot hy Hartsock, T-1-MOT-HY
H A-R-T-S- O C- K.
Q And if you could provide your address al ong
with the township.
A My farmoffice address is 24668 State Route
104, Circleville, Ohio, Wayne Townshi p. My home

address is 8 Harvestwood Drive, Chillicothe, Onio.
That woul d be Springfield Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A | amnear the area. |'mnot sure exactly
where the project area is. | only know roughly where

Veritext Lega Solutions
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it is

Q Fair enough. You may --

A | farmin that area.

Q You may proceed.

A | farmwith ny brother, Tom in Pickaway
County, and we are strong supporters of personal
property rights. | strongly believe in personal

property rights.

I'm - -

bei ng eroded. The reason we have this neeting

t oni ght

sol ar panels is that the federal governnment's central

pl anners, not |ocal people, central planners of the

f eder al

projects. That's the federal governnent's central
pl anners, and in the process, they gain sonme control

over the land. Over time, our rights are slowy but

surely being -- being eroded. | have concern about
that. | have concern about central planners dictating
what's going on in -- in Pickaway County by throw ng
federal dollars -- those would be our tax dollars at
this -- these solar projects.
That's it.
Q Thank you very nuch, sir.

Page 84

But the point | want to make this evening is

| "' m concerned that those property rights are

., the reason we have the concern about the

government are throw ng noney at these sol ar
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THE COURT: Any questions? Questions?
Next, | have Kinberly Matteo, foll owed
by Margaret Hanmman.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can we pass over
Ki mberly? She'll be right back.
THE COURT: Onh. Sure.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She just went to
the restroom
THE COURT: Margaret Hamman, then,
foll owed by Patricia Ham |ton. Ckay.
Vel cone.
M5. HAM LTON: Hi. Patrician Ham | ton.
THE COURT: Thank you. Please raise
your right hand.
VWHEREUPON,
PATRI CI A HAM LTON
called as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your
nanme.
A Patricia Hamlton, P-A-T-R-1-C-1-A,
Ham | ton, H-A-MI-L-T-ON.
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The reason why | have cone --
And ny address is 22798 Morris Lei st Road,

Stoutsville, Onhio.

a dairy farmer's daughter. So | understand farn ng,
and | understand how i nportant farmng is.

The first thing | heard was that they were
going to strip the topsoil off the, you know, | and

when they're going to do the solar projects, so the

regrow any kind of crops?' There's not going to be
any crops, and | know this has probably been di scussed
t oni ght .

But the big thing that kind of cane to ny
mnd -- | thought about a historical perspective, and
" m t hinki ng about the Dust Bow back in the 20s, 30s
timeframe. And if you think about it, what happened
in the Dust Bowm? Al of the topsoil left. They had
a very difficult tine.

Being in the mlitary, |'ve seen firsthand

I n Af ghani stan and Iraq how these people try to farm

much with that. | don't want OChio or Pickaway County
to turn into, if you will, a dust bow because sol ar

thinks that it's going to be great.

I'"mon the other side of the county, but I'm

first thing | thought was, "Well, how are you going to

| and that constantly had dust com ng up. You can't do
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And then, | did alittle bit nore research,
and | | ooked at how many days of sunshine are in the
state of OChio. Now, clear, sunny days, so we can get
the best, optimal solar, which -- everybody thinks
that they're going to get paid big bucks. Well, if
you don't have enough sunshi ne, how are you going to
get all of that solar? WeIlIl, according to national
statistics, there are 72 days of clear days of
sunshine in Chio. Now, they did say that with partly
cl oudy days, you could get up to 180, but that's not
very many.

| lived in Texas, El Paso, Texas. You could
go nmake a solar project in the mddle of the desert.
That woul d be perfect. El Paso, Texas would be great.
Actual ly, that would fabul ous. Maybe, we could make a
wall with it, and then, we would have 230 days of
sunshine in Texas, you know. Two hundred thirty days
out in the desert works. Texas would be great, but
Chi o, not good at all.

| totally oppose this project absol utely,
and | feel that if we are really going to do sonething
for our community, instead of putting solar here, we
have to remenber that it is -- humans are first.

We | ook at solar projects. | read projects

that were tal king out all of the environnental things,
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how we're going to kill birds, how we're going to kil
all of these different things, and we're going to | ose
all of that. What about the people? Wat about human
beings? Don't we rise to the inportance of having
life in general? | nean, here are all these farners.
They are here, putting blood, sweat, and dreans, al

t hrowi ng away because sonebody wants to nmake a profit.

The m ghty dollar is not what we need. W
need health, famly. Several people alluded to God
and country. I'ma mlitary nmenber. | know how
I mportant it is, and that is so inportant.

So please do not allow the sol ar project at
all in Pickaway County and, in ny opinion, ever in
Ohi 0 because we don't even have enough sunshine to
even make it profitable, so it doesn't even nake sense
to ne.

Thank you.

Q Thank you very nuch
THE COURT: Any questions?
MS. SHEELY: No. Thanks.
MR. CHAMBERLAI N: No.
THE COURT: Ms. Matteo?
And |'mnot sure if we had Margaret
Hamman still here.

M5. MATTEO Hello. It's Kinberly
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Mat t eo.

THE COURT: So sorry. Could you please
rai se your right hand?

M5. MATTEO | can.
VWHEREUPOQN,

KI MBERLY MATTEO

call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.

A It's Kinberly Matteo, MA-T-T-E-O

Q Thank you. Please provide your address with
t he townshi p.

A I[t's 20147 Hill Road, Circleville, and

that's Jackson Townshi p.

Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A Not this project. No. But another one. |
am an adj acent nenber.

Q Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

A My husband and I, we're not |ucky enough

i ke many of you in this roomto be born and raised in
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beauti ful Pickaway County. However, for the |ast ten
years, we have been proud to say we are residents and
honeowners in Pickaway County. W had a dream an
escape plan if you will. Qur mssion was sinple.
Leave the city. Find a place of peace, tranquility,
beauty, and comrunity. W found this and so nuch nore
I n Pickaway County.

We came fromthe city, which | acked the
beauti ful country view that we now have. W sighed
with relief to see the stretching | and w t hout
obstructions of mannade products. The city was under
a constant state of construction, poor road
conditions. The city was full of theft and viol ence,
many fromthe workers. |t was a blessing to drive
down a road in great condition and with a |ack of fear
fromall the unknown workers around us.

The city was full of grocery stores. W
didn't see where our food was growi ng and where it was
rai sed. In Pickaway County, we are able to see this
all around us with this prinme farm and.

In the city, wildlife was not abundant. In
your backyard, you may see a stray dog, but in
Pi ckaway County, we're lucky enough to see all the
deer, the birds, the bald eagles out our back w ndow.

The city was riddled with corruption and
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greed and | acked the sense of community, but in
Pi ckaway County, we found what was | acking, true, good
nei ghbors, not agreenents.

And now, solar conpanies are threatening to
take away ny happy ending. They are doing exactly
what we strive to escape when we left the city. |If
Pi ckaway County is plastered with solar, it will no
| onger be a dream or a destination of any famly. No
one will want to find their happy ending and the
wast el and that will be Pickaway County if these
projects are approved. In fact, nyself and many
others will make a new escape plan. We will find a
new place to call honme, one free of solar.

| ask that you deny this project and all the
others in Pickaway County.

Q Thank you very nuch.
A Yes, m' am
THE COURT: Question?
Mar garet Hanman and then fol |l owed by
Steve Garner.
Wl cone.
M5. HAMMAN: Wl cone. Thank you.
THE COURT: Pl ease raise your right
hand.
/1
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VHEREUPON,
MARGARET HAMVAN
call ed as a wtness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
EXAM NATI ON

BY JUDGE ADDI SON:

Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.

A My nane is Margaret Hanman, MA-RGA-RE-T
H- A-M M A- N.

Q Thank you very much. And your address al ong
with the township.

A Sure. 26898 Westfall Road, Circleville,
Ohio, and I"'min Wayne Townshi p.

Q Thank you very nmuch. And do you work or
reside within the project area?

A | basically -- it's my front yard, so it
Is -- 1it's right close to ne.

Q Thank you.

A So | amfervently against -- against this
project. 1've lost all ny...

Just going to speak fromny heart. |I'ma

third-grade teacher. | teach with nonrenewabl e

resources in ny third-grade classroom and | feel |ike
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there is a place for solar energy but not for them
fromtaking away anot her resource of our country,
which is farmand. It is our famly's livelihood.

| don't want to wake up in the norning and
see solar panels in ny front yard. | -- I'd rather
see the crops, the beautiful crops and what they're
doi ng and where they go to feed the world.

| think about the generations to cone. |'m
not going to be alive probably when these are gone,
but my children and grandchildren are going to have to
deal with the aftermath of this. | watched the
Yel | owbud Project. | went to many neetings of this
here, and they're always saying that it's not going to
be the sanme. | watched the topsoil being torn away,

gravel being brought in, soil being conpacted. W

grandchil dren, great-grandchildren will never be able
to farmland again. | just -- I'mso against it.
| just -- | see the water flow ng

everywhere. They are not going to have no governnent
and no one to answer to them | see water going in
all different directions, waterflows going different
directions. It's just a ness, and | don't want it in
my conmmunity.

| don't want it for my children or ny

grandchildren, and I think that's what nost of us are
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here for. It's not just for us. |It's for the future.
Thank you.
Q Thank you very nuch.
THE COURT: Questions?
Next, M. Steve Garner.
MR. GARNER: Hi.
THE COURT: Wl cone.
MR. GARNER: My nane's -- oh.
THE COURT: OCh. Raise your right hand.
There you go.
VWHEREUPOQN,
STEVEN GARNER
call ed as a witness, and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and not hi ng but

the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY JUDGE ADDI SON:
Q Thank you. Please state and spell your nane
for the record.
A Steve -- Steven Garner. It's S-T-E-V-E-N

GA-RNER

Q Thank you. And could you please provide
your address along with the township?

A 19428 Hi Il Road, Circleville, Onhio, Jackson

Townshi p.
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Q Thank you. And do you work or reside within
t he project area?

A | don't.

Q Okay. Pl ease proceed.

A You know, |'ve listened to everybody that's
anti-solar here tonight. They've all made excell ent
points, so I'mnot going to rehash it because | agree
with every one of them And I, a lot of them 1I...

But what | didn't hear is -- | think there
shoul d be a noratoriumon the solar panels based on
sonething, like, clearly different, and that is, every
time |'ve gone to these solar neetings with sol ar
conpani es, none of themw || state where they're
getting their solar panels. M understanding is nost
of them conme out of southeast Asia. |If that's the
case, I'd like a noratoriumon it "til we're
guaranteed fromthe solar conpanies that they're not
utilizing slave I abor from China. | don't think we
shoul d be using any panels at all that are com ng out
of that kind of usage. | don't want to be a purveyor
of slave labor. A lot of the chemcals that are put
into the solar panels -- and there, again, we don't
know whi ch ones they're using right now, so we can't
go back and study them They're using child |abor out

of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo. And like |
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said, | don't think anybody in this roomwould want to
be a purveyor of child | abor or slavery.
That's about all | have to say.
Q Thank you very much, M. Garner.
A Okay.

THE COURT: Any questions?

That does concl ude the w tnesses who
signed up to testify this evening. | would like to
open the floor for any other individuals who woul d
like to say sonmething on the record before we adjourn.
Okay. Seeing none.

Thank you to everyone for their
participation this evening. W would also like to
thank Circleville Hi gh School for allowng us to use
their facilities in order to conduct this public
hearing in person with you this evening.

Chair French, do you have any
addi ti onal thoughts before we concl ude?

MS. FRENCH: Sur e. Just a few. Thank

you.

First, | just want to thank everyone
for welcom ng us into your beautiful community. It's
very nice to be here tonight. | want to thank

everybody who cane here tonight, everyone that spoke.

Thank you very nuch. W very nuch val ue you, your
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input. It's a brilliant, inportant part of this
process, so thank you very nuch for being here.

THE COURT: Thank you very nuch.

THE REPORTER: We are going to go off
the record at 7:55 p. m

THE COURT: One second. And | just
wanted to open up the floor for Comm ssioner W ppel or
M. Millins if you have any additional thoughts you'd
like to say at this tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: 1' m good.

THE COURT: Okay. GCkay. Okay. The
heari ng has now concl uded, and the hearing transcri pt
will be submtted on the record for the Board's
consideration in this case.

Thank you all again, and have a very
wonder ful eveni ng.

(Wher eupon, at 7:56 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, NIC JOSEPH, the officer before whomthe
foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby certify
that any witness(es) in the foregoing proceedi ngs,
prior to testifying, were duly sworn; that the
proceedi ngs were recorded by nme and thereafter reduced
to typewiting by a qualified transcriptionist; that
said digital audio recording of said proceedings are a
true and accurate record to the best of ny know edge,
skills, and ability; that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to the
action in which this was taken; and, further, that |
am not a relative or enployee of any counsel or
attorney enployed by the parties hereto, nor

financially or otherw se interested in the outcone of

Notary Public in and for the

this action.

NI C JOSEPH

State of Ohio
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, DI ANA SWANSON, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

Do RS vamsen

DI ANA SWANSON

Veritext Lega Solutions
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