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1.  Please state your name, current title, and business address. 1 

My name is Thomas H. Cleveland. I am an experienced solar engineer with a broad 2 

background in many aspects of solar energy, and photovoltaics (“PV”) in particular. I have 3 

a full-time position as a Solar Engineer at a small energy engineering firm in Raleigh, NC, 4 

however, I am presenting this testimony as a private consultant with expertise on the health 5 

and safety impacts of photovoltaics. My business address is 4141 Laurel Hills Rd. Raleigh, 6 

NC.  As I stated in my initial testimony filed on May 4, 2022, my testimony provides 7 

additional context, support, and clarification for Birch Solar 1, LLC’s (“Applicant” or” 8 

Birch Solar”) Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public 9 

Need (“Certificate”), filed in Case No. 20-1605-EL-BGN on February 12 and 17, 2021, as 10 

supplemented, and further supplemented by responses to data requests that were received 11 

from and filed in the docket (“Application”), and my testimony addresses the potential for 12 

environmental, health, and safety impacts from photovoltaic modules. 13 

 14 

2. What is the purpose of your supplemental testimony? 15 

The purpose of my supplemental testimony is to support the Joint Stipulation and 16 

Recommendation (“Stipulation”) that was filed in this proceeding on May 16, 2022, as it 17 

relates to the Application exhibits that I am supporting. 18 

 19 

3. Have you reviewed the Stipulation that was filed in this proceeding on May 16, 2022, 20 

and the Certificate Conditions recommended in the Stipulation?    21 

Yes I have.  22 

 23 

4. Based upon the Applicant’s commitment to the type of module to be used for the 24 

Project, together with the conditions in the Stipulation, does the facility represent the 25 

minimum adverse environmental impact on those resources considering the state of 26 

available technology and the nature and economics of the various alternatives, and 27 

other pertinent considerations? 28 
 Yes. 29 

 30 

 31 
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5. Are your opinions and conclusions in your testimony made with a reasonable degree 1 

of professional certainty? 2 

 Yes. 3 

 4 

6. Does this conclude your supplemental testimony? 5 
Yes.  However, I reserve the right to update my testimony to respond to any further 6 

testimony, reports, and/or evidence submitted in this case.  7 
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The Ohio Power Siting Board’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the 
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