
BEFORE 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of  ) 
Aqua Ohio, Inc. to Increase its Rates and ) Case No. 21-0595-WW-AIR  
Charges for Its Waterworks Service. ) 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

Applicant Aqua Ohio, Inc. (“Aqua”) has published the required and approved notice 

setting public hearing in this matter in accordance with the February 22, 2022 Entry in this 

proceeding, and hereby files proof of publication as follows: 

Newspaper County Service Territory Dates of Publication

Advertiser Tribune Seneca  Ohio American Water 
March 3, 2022 

March 10, 2022 

Akron Beacon Journal Summit Firestone Trace 
March 6, 2022 

March 13, 2022 

Bryan Times Williams Seneca 
March 3, 2022 

March 10, 2022 

Bryan Times Williams 
Lake Erie East – Masury 
– Norlick 

March 3, 2022 
March 10, 2022 

Bryan Times Williams Mohawk 
March 3, 2022 

March 10, 2022 

Canton Repository Stark Southwood Estates 
March 6, 2022 

March 13, 2022 

Chagrin Valley Times Cuyahoga Auburn Lakes 
March 3, 2022 

March 10, 2022 

Columbus Dispatch Franklin Ohio American Water 
March 6, 2022 

March 13, 2022 

Eaton Register Herald Preble Ohio American Water 
March 2, 2022 
March 9, 2022 

Harrison News Herald Carroll 
Lake Erie East – Masury 
– Norlick 

March 5, 2022 
March 12, 2022 

Harrison News Herald Carroll Mohawk 
March 5, 2022 

March 12, 2022 

Ironton Tribune Lawrence Ohio American 
March 2, 2022 
March 9, 2022 

Mansfield News Journal Richland Ohio American 
March 6, 2022 

March 13, 2022 

Marion Star Marion Ohio American 
March 6, 2022 

March 13, 2022 
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Newspaper County Service Territory Dates of Publication

Morning Journal Columbiana Tomahawk 
March 1, 2022 
March 8, 2022 

Morrow County Sentinel Morrow Ohio American 
March 2, 2022 
March 9, 2022 

News Herald Ashtabula 
Lake Erie East – Masury 
– Norlick 

February 28, 2022 
March 7, 2022 

News Herald Ashtabula Auburn Lakes 
February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

News Herald Ashtabula Lake Erie 
February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

News Herald Ashtabula Mohawk 
February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

News Herald Ashtabula Ohio American 
February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 
Nordonia Hills News 
Leader (North Zone) 

Portage Lake Erie 
March 9, 2022 

March 16, 2022 
Pike County News 
Watchman 

Pike Ohio American 
February 27, 2022 

March 6, 2022 

Record Courier Portage Ohio American 
March 6, 2022 

March 13, 2022 

Star Beacon Ashtabula 
Lake Erie East – Masury 
– Norlick 

February 28, 2022 
March 7, 2022 

Star Beacon Ashtabula Mohawk 
February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 

Star Beacon Ashtabula Ohio American 
February 28, 2022 

March 7, 2022 
Warren Tribune 
Chronicle 

Trumbull 
Lake Erie East – Masury 
– Norlick 

March 7, 2022 
March 14, 2022 

Warren Tribune 
Chronicle 

Trumbull Mohawk 
March 7, 2022 

March 14, 2022 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s Nicole R. Woods
Christopher L. Miller  (0063259) 
Nicole R. Woods  (0084865) 
ICE MILLER LLP 
250 West Street, Ste. 700 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
T: 614-462-2700 
Christopher.Miller@icemiller.com
Nicole.Woods@icemiller.com
(Counsel willing to accept service by email.) 
Attorneys for Aqua Ohio, Inc.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was served by electronic mail upon the 

following parties this 12th day of May, 2022: 

Kyle Kern 
Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Ohio Attorney General 
30 East Broad Street, 26th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Kyle.Kern@OhioAGO.gov

Amy Botschner O’Brien 
Ambrosia E. Wilson 
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel 
65 E. State Street, 7th Fl. 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Amy.botschner.obrien@occ.ohio.gov
Ambrosia.wilson@occ.ohio.gov

Mark D. Russell 
Law Director – City of Marion, Ohio 
233 W. Center St. 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
lawdirectormarion@gmail.com

/s Nicole R. Woods 
Nicole R. Woods 
One of the Attorneys for Aqua Ohio, Inc. 
and Aqua Ohio Wastewater, Inc. 
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Orange rec 
offering 
spring trips
By ANASTASIA NICHOLAS

Orange Community Education and 
Recreation is taking registrations for a number 
of spring trips coming up in the spring and 
summer months. Some of the trip off erings are 
making their debut, while others have been 
popular for decades.

Any adult who is interested in seeing 
something fun and new would enjoy one of 
the spring trips, Adult Education Coordinator 
Pam Bayus said. She works as tour leader for 
almost all of the trips.

“There is such a camaraderie,” Ms. Bayus 
said about the folks who come on the trips, 
who she says she has gotten to know very 
well. “We’re just so excited that we can go 
on trips again this year.”

April 22 will feature the Shawshank 
Redemption Tour and Richland Carousel 
Park. Travelers will visit the site where the 
famous movie was filmed and experience 
many of its scenes, such as the “yard,” on this 
guided tour. Afterward, travelers will visit the 
indoor Carousel Park to view the hand-carved 
horses and enjoy lunch on their own at any of 
the nearby restaurants or diners.

The Geneva Winery Tour takes place on 
May 14. On May 10, travelers will head to 
the Hanna Theatre for a matinee performance 
of the comedy “The 39 Steps.” 

“Mix a Hitchcock mas-
terpiece with a juicy spy 
novel, add a dash of Monty 
Python and you have this 
fast-paced, madcap who-
dunit for anyone who loves 
the magic of theater!” a 
press release by Orange 
Rec reads. 

June 10 brings travelers to Columbus for the 
Columbus Arts Festival and IKEA. Travelers 
will visit the downtown riverfront for one of 
the most acclaimed arts festivals in the country, 
featuring a variety of food and entertainment. 
The excursion will conclude with a shopping 
trip to the Columbus IKEA. 

“If there are any 18-year-olds who are 

heading off  to college, they’d be welcome to 
come and get their dorm rooms fi xed up for 
fall,” Ms. Bayus said. 

On June 30, travelers will have dinner and 
sample four wines at the Grand Rivers Cellars 
Winery before seeing the “Titanic” musical 
at Rabbit Run Theatre. 

July 14 takes travelers to a performance of 
Ain’t Too Proud: The Life and Times of the 
Temptations at Playhouse Square. On July 22, 
travelers will go to the Ann Arbor Art Fair, 
the largest juried art fair in the nation, which 
features nearly 1,000 artists in downtown 
Ann Arbor, MI. 

Finally, travelers will visit Steele Mansion, 
a historic inn in downtown Painesville which 
was renovated a few years ago following a fi re. 
There, they will enjoy a chicken marsala dinner 
and a self-guided tour throughout the mansion, 
followed by a performance of “Newsies The 
Musical” at Rabbit Run Theater.

“It’s a beautiful place,” Ms. Bayus said 
about the mansion.

Register for trips online at orangerec.com. 
For more information, call Orange Rec at 
216-831-8601.

A group of ladies smile together on a previous trip to Hollywood Casino in Columbus. This year, that trip will be to the 
Columbus Arts Festival and IKEA.

Spring trip participants will travel to the historic Steele Mansion in downtown 
Painesville, which was recently renovated.
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NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The South Point Local School District is accepting 
proposals from firms to provide stadium lighting 

installation services for the South Point High School 
baseball and softball fields. Interested firms may 

request an RFP from Mark Christian, Superintendent, at 
mchristian@southpoint.k12.oh.us. Qualifications will 

be accepted until 2 p.m. local time, March 15, 2022.

LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled local public hearings in 
Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, In the Matter of the Application of Aqua Ohio Inc. 
to Increase Its Rates for Water Service, and Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, In the 
Matter of the Application of Aqua Ohio Wastewater, Inc., to Increase Its Rates 
for Wastewater Service. These local hearings are scheduled for the purpose of 
providing an opportunity to interested members of the public to testify in these 
proceedings. The local hearings will be held at the following times and locations: 
March 29, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Harding High School, Community Room, 1500 Hard-
ing Highway East, Marion, Ohio 43302; March 30, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ashtabula 
Township Clerk’s Offi ce, 2718 North Ridge Road East, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004; 
and, March 31, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ohio History Connection, Cardinal Classroom, 
800 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211.

By its application in Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, Aqua seeks a rate increase 
which would generate additional base revenues of approximately $8,290,405 
or 12.01 percent over current revenues for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury 
service divisions, and those customers formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., 
Tomahawk Utilities, Inc, Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

By its application in Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, AWI seeks a rate increase that 
would generate additional base revenues of approximately $454,404 or 12.77 
percent over current revenues for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service 
divisions, and those Franklin County customers formerly served by Ohio Ameri-
can Water Company, and customers in Firestone Trace, and Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, the staff of the Commission recommends 
a revenue increase between $2,264,605 and $4,119,595 or between 3.28 percent 
and 5.97 percent over current revenues for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury 
service divisions, as well as the areas formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., 
Tomahawk Utilities, Inc., Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, the staff of the Commission recommends a 
revenue increase between $167,839 and $256,662 or between 4.72 percent and 
7.21 percent over current revenues for those Franklin County customers formerly 
served by Ohio American Water Company and customers in Firestone Trace and 
Southwood Estates.

The major issues raised in these cases are:

(a) The appropriate rate base;

(b) The determination of test-year revenues and operating expenses or costs of 
service including management fees, taxes, depreciation, pensions, uncollectible, 
and rate case expenses;

(c) Quality and water service and unaccounted-for-water levels; Further infor-
mation may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 
180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, the Commission’s hotline at 
1-800-686-7826, or the PUCO website at http:/ /www.puco.ohio.gov.

instructor, Emma 
Kellogg, who was the 
school’s art teacher, 
Lantz Blackburn, who 
was librarian, and 
Griffin Lackey, who 
taught music.

It was a fitting job for 
Lackey, who is a musical 
talent himself, having 
recently played “Taps” 
for his classmates on 
the commemoration of 
the 20th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11 attacks, 
which was recorded and 
posted online.

Also turning her job 
over to a student was 
Mrs. Hall, the school’s 
popular reading 
teacher. Tucker Rowe, 

11, of the fifth grade, 
put on a dress shirt 
and tie and took over 
her position. “We’ll be 
playing games on the 
smart board,” he said 
of what he planned for 
his job, which covered 
classes all day. Games 
were reading-based 
and took on the form 

of favorites, such as 
Plinko from the Price 
Is Right.

“It’s been going well,” 
Rowe said at the day’s 
midpoint.

All of the students 
who won positions for 
the day were treated to 
a special faculty lunch 
from Giovanni’s.

Big jobs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Students who took on teacher-for-a-day roles at Dawson-Bryant Elementary School on 
Friday included, from left, Barrett Myers, gym, Emma Kellogg, art, Griffin Lackey, music, 
and Lantz Blackburn, librarian. (The Ironton Tribune | Heath Harrison)

She has been an aide for 15 years 
and loves her career.

“It is just something that you have 
in your heart. Some people don’t 
have anybody and if we can do that 
for people, that is the reward,” she 
said. “I like taking care of people. I’ve 
always liked being around people.”

Stevens has been working at 
Harbor Health for two years as a 
housekeeper and doing laundry but 
recently went back to school to be 
recertified as an aide.

Travis Lewis, CEO of Harbor 
Healthcare of Ironton, said that 

Stevens was chosen for Employee 
of the Year because of the work she 
does, her great attitude and for being 
reliable.

“Anna comes in each day with 
a positive attitude and workhorse 
mentality. She has invested the time 
and energy to become a well-round-
ed caregiver in long-term care, and 
has shown the skills, empathy and 
attitude to succeed,” he said. “Her 
dedication to the facility and its res-
idents sets the bar for others to fol-
low. She has been a constant source 
of reliability, regardless of the cir-
cumstance, and her love for our res-
idents is evident by her actions.”

Employee
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Anna Stevens is shown with her Employee of the Year award outside Harbor 
Healthcare of Ironton. She said she chose the healthcare field because of her love of 
helping people. (The Ironton Tribune | Mark Shaffer) 

Students who took on faculty roles for the day enjoy a staff lunch from Giovanni’s on 
Friday at Dawson-Bryant Elementary School. (The Ironton Tribune | Heath Harrison)

STAFF REPORT
 

The average price of gasoline across 
South Central Ohio is one cent higher 
this week at $3.360 per gallon, accord-
ing to AAA East Central’s Gas Price 
Report. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
caused uneasiness in the oil market, 
with crude spiking briefly to over 
$100 per barrel before settling back 
into the mid-$90s. The increase in the 
global price of oil has led to higher 
pump prices in the U.S. The national 
average for a gallon of gas has risen 
to $3.61, eight cents more than a week 
ago, 26 cents more than a month ago 
and 90 cents more than a year ago.

According to new data from the 
Energy Information Administration, 
total domestic gasoline stocks 
decreased by 600,000 barrels to 246.5 
million barrels last week. Meanwhile, 
gasoline demand rose slightly from 
8.57 million barrels per day to 8.66 
million barrels per day. The increase 
in gas demand and a reduction in 
total supply are contributing to rising 
pump prices, but increasing oil prices 
are playing the lead role in pushing 
gas prices higher. Pump prices will 
likely continue to rise as crude prices 
continue to climb.

At the close of Friday’s formal trad-
ing session, West Texas Intermediate 
decreased by $1.22 to settle at $91.59. 
As the Russia-Ukraine conflict con-
tinues, the oil markets may respond 
by continuing to increase the price of 
crude oil to reflect more risk of dis-

ruption to tight global oil supplies this 
week. Additionally, EIA reported that 
total domestic crude stocks increased 
by 4.5 million barrels to 416 million 
barrels. The current stock level is 
approximately 10 percent lower than 
mid-February 2021, contributing to 
pressure on domestic crude prices.

Motorists can find current gas pric-
es nationwide, statewide, and county-
wide at GasPrices.AAA.com.

AAA: Pump prices rise amid 
Russia-Ukraine conflict
Ironton below southeast Ohio average

This week’s average prices 
South Central Ohio Average: $3.360
• Average price during the week of 
Feb. 22, 2022: $3.357
• Average price during the week of 
March 1, 2021: $2.727

The average price of unleaded self-
serve gasoline in various areas:   

$3.396............................................ Athens
$3.342......................................Chillicothe
$3.338...................................Columbiana
$3.366...............................East Liverpool
$3.362........................................Gallipolis
$3.282.........................................Hillsboro
$3.397............................................ Ironton
$3.396.......................................... Jackson
$3.320..............................................Logan
$3.381..........................................Marietta
$3.351....................................Portsmouth 
$3.359.................................. Steubenville
$3.356........Washington Court House
$3.395..........................................Waverly
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LEGAL NOTICE

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled local public hearings in 
Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, In the Matter of the Application of Aqua Ohio Inc. 
to Increase Its Rates for Water Service, and Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, In the 
Matter of the Application of Aqua Ohio Wastewater, Inc., to Increase Its Rates 
for Wastewater Service. These local hearings are scheduled for the purpose of 
providing an opportunity to interested members of the public to testify in these 
proceedings. The local hearings will be held at the following times and locations: 
March 29, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Harding High School, Community Room, 1500 Hard-
ing Highway East, Marion, Ohio 43302; March 30, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ashtabula 
Township Clerk’s Office, 2718 North Ridge Road East, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004; 
and, March 31, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ohio History Connection, Cardinal Classroom, 
800 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211.

By its application in Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, Aqua seeks a rate increase 
which would generate additional base revenues of approximately $8,290,405 
or 12.01 percent over current revenues for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury 
service divisions, and those customers formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., 
Tomahawk Utilities, Inc, Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

By its application in Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, AWI seeks a rate increase that 
would generate additional base revenues of approximately $454,404 or 12.77 
percent over current revenues for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service 
divisions, and those Franklin County customers formerly served by Ohio Ameri-
can Water Company, and customers in Firestone Trace, and Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, the staff of the Commission recommends 
a revenue increase between $2,264,605 and $4,119,595 or between 3.28 percent 
and 5.97 percent over current revenues for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury 
service divisions, as well as the areas formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., 
Tomahawk Utilities, Inc., Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, the staff of the Commission recommends a 
revenue increase between $167,839 and $256,662 or between 4.72 percent and 
7.21 percent over current revenues for those Franklin County customers formerly 
served by Ohio American Water Company and customers in Firestone Trace and 
Southwood Estates.

The major issues raised in these cases are:

(a) The appropriate rate base;

(b) The determination of test-year revenues and operating expenses or costs of 
service including management fees, taxes, depreciation, pensions, uncollectible, 
and rate case expenses;

(c) Quality and water service and unaccounted-for-water levels; Further infor-
mation may be obtained by contacting the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 
180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, the Commission’s hotline at 
1-800-686-7826, or the PUCO website at http:/ /www.puco.ohio.gov.

STAFF REPORT

SOUTH POINT — Armstrong cele-
brated Breaking Bread Day at their 
local stores on Tuesday.

Breaking Bread, a program creat-
ed to help feed the hungry in commu-
nities serviced by Armstrong, is cele-
brating a dozen years of supporting 
local feeding programs. This service 
initiative was originally launched on 
March 8, 2010.

The community was invited to be 
a part of the Breaking Bread Day cel-
ebration, where all Armstrong office 
locations collected non-perishable food 
items to help fight food insecurity

All donations will be routed to 
area feeding programs, and donors 
received special treats and gifts as a 
“thank you” for their contribution.

Armstrong is committed to fight-
ing hunger through a four-pronged 
approach: Collecting food donations, 
donating money, volunteering time, 
and raising awareness. In 2021, 
Armstrong customers and employ-
ees contributed 42,292 pounds of food, 

$26,838.33 in monetary donations, and 
nearly 200 volunteer hours. These 
resources were provided to over 200 
community feeding programs to help 
supply food to families experiencing 
food insecurity.

The initial goal of the Breaking 
Bread program was to support local 
food programs and raise awareness 
about community food banks and 
soup kitchens. In 2018, Armstrong 
added “Avenge Hunger” Month 
during September to help in its aware-
ness efforts for local food programs. 
Over the past four years, Armstrong 
has helped to collect more than 160,000 
pounds of food and nearly $75,000 
in monetary donations to help sup-
port local feeding programs through 
Avenge Hunger Month events.  

Armstrong is proud to be active in 
the communities throughout the six 
states they serve, making Breaking 
Bread  one of Armstrong’s most 
important community services. For 
a list of community food programs in 
your area, visit armstrongonewire.
com/breakingbread.

Cogan, a member of the Coal Grove 
Lions, has been working as the liai-
son to establish a new South Point-
Chesapeake club of the group after 
the Chesapeake club disbanded.

Five members were needed to start 
a new branch and 20 were needed to 
form a club.

The new club was chartered in 
January, now has 28 members and 
has elected officers, she said.

Cogan said getting people to sign 
up to be a Lion was “an easy ask.”

“Because they have such a great 
reputation an strong heritage,” she 
said.

The district covers 17 counties, 50 
clubs and 1,250 members.

The Lions have five global causes 
they focus on — pediatric cancer, 
diabetes, hunger, the environment 
and vision. In addition, local clubs 
focus on specific needs in their com-
munities.

Cogan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Mary Cogan, of South Point, was named 
as 2021-22 Lion of the Year by Zone 
8 of the Lions Club at their meeting 
in Lancaster on Saturday. (Submitted 
photo)

Armstrong celebrates 
Breaking Bread Day

health services. The clinic operates 
like any other health center and 
bills through insurance plans and 
Medicaid.

Michael Kingery, site manager 
supervisor for the Ironton-Lawrence 
County CAO, said the funds will go 
towards increasing staff size to help 
with behavioral health.

“There is such a huge need for 
that in our communities now,” he 
said. “We are planning to use those 
grant dollars for some social workers 
and case managers to expand out the 
behavioral health services within the 
schools. I think it will really, really 
help… COVID has really exploded 
the amount of anxiety and depression 
among school students.”

Kingery said the CAO health cen-
ter is blessed to work with a school 
system that is so open to it as Rock 
Hill is.

“They really see the need and they 
have so many difficult situations,” he 
said, mentioning there was a student 
who committed suicide within the 
past few years. “They are wanting to 
get on top of this and provide good 
services to their students and take 
care of the community as well.”

DeWine said in his announcement 
that studies have shown that health 
and wellness are interconnected.

“A student who is not healthy 
or who is chronically absent is not 
able to achieve their full potential,” 
DeWine said. “These partnerships 
between healthcare providers and 
schools supports the whole child and 
ensures that every child may realize 
their full potential.”

He said the school-based health 
initiatives help ensure students 
are in school, healthy and ready to 
learn through a school or district’s 
partnerships with health care 
providers and other community 
organizations.  He added the clinics 
have emerged as effective models 
to improve student access to 
healthcare and have helped closed 
the gap for children in underserved 
communities.

Funding is being made available 
through the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021. Additional funds are 
being made available through the 
Governor’s Emergency Education 
Relief fund. Management of 
construction and capital expenses will 
be coordinated in partnership with 
the Ohio Department of Education 
and the Ohio Department of Health.

Health
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Cash and Dolly Parton 
and civil rights activist 
Rosa parks, while there 
were a few figures who 
made their debut this 

year, such as comedian 
Betty White and educa-
tion activist and Nobel 
Prize laureate Malala 
Yousafzai.

“I’m so proud of how 
hard they worked,” 

Rutherford said. “And 
how much thought they 
put in and the creativity.” 

— For more photos 
from the exhibit, see 
today’s Focus page on 
8A.

Wax Museum
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

By SARAH SIMMONS
The Ironton Tribune

ASHLAND, Ky. — On Monday and 
Tuesday, tourism and economic devel-
opment leaders from across Kentucky 
and portions of West Virginia and Ohio 
converged in Ashland, Kentucky for the 
SOAR Mini Summit, featuring speakers 
covering grant submissions, tourism 
economies, entrepreneurship, hospital-
ity and more.

The summit featured panels com-
prised of speakers from neighboring 
Appalachian communities who utilized 
the history and assets their small towns 
had to offer to create a destination for 
travelers. 

“Tourism and downtown go hand in 
hand. Downtown is the heartbeat of 
our city. If we can’t keep our heartbeat 
going, the rest of the city suffers,” said 
panelist Maggy Monhollen, executive 
director of Corbin, Kentucky’s Tourism 
and Convention Commission. 

Les Stapleton, mayor of Prestonsburg, 
Kentucky, talked about how “the 
uniqueness of your town will bring 
people in,” and how towns in different 
regions and of different sizes are “all 
facing the same problem – revitalizing 
downtowns.”

Bailey Richards, coordinator for the 
City of Hazard’s downtown, spoke of 
how they dealt with derelict properties 
taking up valuable space in their down-
town. 

“If a building is declared blighted or 
abandoned, it is put on a list, the owner 
is notified.” 

She explained that if the code vio-
lations weren’t fixed within a year, 

the building owner would be subject 
to property taxes that increase by five 
times the amount.

 “Blighted and abandoned property 
ordinances, you got to have that code 
violation,” Stapleton said.

Another feature of the summit was 
grant guidance from officials with the 
Abandoned Mine Lands Economic 
Revitalization (AMLER) Program, 
which is federally funded through fees 
paid by coal operators. Their organiza-
tion is tasked with distributing revenue 
to communities impacted by the down-
turn of coal production, which primari-
ly goes to grant applicants in the catego-
ries of tourism, infrastructure, industri-
al, job training, and more recently, even 
community wellness and agri-tech.

Speakers from AMLER shared stories 
of creative and diverse grant applica-
tions that allowed recipients to take 
these abandoned land mines and solve 
the problems there while creating 
tourism opportunities. For example, 
Prestonsburg, Kentucky used funding 
to create a Rails to Trails project, fea-
turing an 8.2-mile trail complete with 
a unique bridge that is topped with a 
school bus.

Communities can view lands that 
are eligible for this fund by visiting a 
map provided by the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
at https://amlis.osmre.gov/Map.aspx. 
There are currently 16 unfunded prob-
lems in Lawrence County, with the total 
unfunded cost being $2,911,211 accord-
ing to the abandoned mine land inven-
tory system.

To learn more about SOAR, visit 
https://www.soar-ky.org/.

Leaders dicuss local 
tourism, downtown 
revitalization
Ashland hosts Tri-State SOAR summit

U.S. Navy SEAL sniper Chris Kyle is a recurring favorite chosen by students for portrayal 
in the Living Wax Museum exhibit at Burlington Elementary School on Tuesday. (The 
Ironton Tribune | Heath Harrison)
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled local 
public hearings in Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, In the Matter of the 
Application of Aqua Ohio Inc. to Increase Its Rates for Water Service, 
and Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, In the Matter of the Application of Aqua 
Ohio Wastewater, Inc., to Increase Its Rates for Wastewater Service. 
These local hearings are scheduled for the purpose of providing an 
opportunity to interested members of the public to testify in these 
proceedings. The local hearings will be held at the following times 
and locations: March 29, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Harding High School, 
Community Room, 1500 Harding Highway East, Marion, Ohio 
43302; March 30, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ashtabula Township Clerk’s 
Office, 2718 North Ridge Road East, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004; and, 
March 31, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ohio History Connection, Cardinal 
Classroom, 800 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211.

By its application in Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, Aqua seeks a 
rate increase which would generate additional base revenues of 
approximately $8,290,405 or 12.01 percent over current revenues 
for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service divisions, and those 
customers formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., Tomahawk 
Utilities, Inc., Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

By its application in Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, AWI seeks a 
rate increase that would generate additional base revenues of 
approximately $454,404 or 12.77 percent over current revenues for 
the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service divisions, and those 
Franklin County customers formerly served by Ohio American Water 
Company, and customers in Firestone Trace, and Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, the staff of the Commission 
recommends a revenue increase between $2,264,605 and $4,119,595 
or between 3.28 percent and 5.97 percent over current revenues for 
the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service divisions, as well as 
the areas formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., Tomahawk 
Utilities, Inc., Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, the staff of the Commission 
recommends a revenue increase between $167,839 and $256,662 or 
between 4.72 percent and 7.21 percent over current revenues for those 
Franklin County customers formerly served by Ohio American Water 
Company and customers in Firestone Trace and Southwood Estates.

The major issues raised in these cases are:

 (a) The appropriate rate base;

 (b)  The determination of test-year revenues and operating 
expenses or costs of service including management fees, taxes, 
depreciation, pensions, uncollectible, and rate case expenses;

 (c) Quality and water service and unaccounted-for-water levels;

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826, or 

the PUCO website at:
http:/ /www.puco.ohio.gov

TUE/3-1
Columbiana

City Council, 7 p.m., city 
hall; Zoom link at www.
columbianaohio.gov

East Liverpool
City Council, 6 p.m., coun-
cil chambers

East Palestine
Eagles kitchen open, 4-8 
p.m.; swiss steak in tomato 
gravy, mashed potatoes 
and vegetable; $9; 330-
886-0397

East Palestine Amateur 
Radio, 6 p.m., old Road-
house location (new build-
ing)

Glenmoor
American Legion Post 736 
meeting, 7 p.m.

Hanoverton
United Local school board, 
2 p.m., administrative 
conference room; special 
meeting to discuss March 
agenda

Leetonia
American Legion Auxiliary, 
6 p.m.

Lisbon
County Automatic Data 
Processing Board, 10 a.m., 
auditor’s conference room

Personnel Committee, 5:30 
p.m., village hall

Salem
Rotary Club of Salem, 
noon, Salem Community 
Center

United Quilt Guild, 6:30 
p.m., First Presbyterian 
Church; program will be 
resizing a quilt block and 
figuring yardage for a quilt; 
all quilters are welcome

Families Anonymous, 7 
p.m., First United Method-
ist Church cafe

Eagles monthly casserole 
night, 7 p.m.

Salineville
Kiwanis Meeting, 7 a.m., 
Kiwanis Park/Russell Reight

Sebring
Sebring Local Schools’ 
“The Greatest Show: 
Sebring Spotlight Night” 
featuring the McKinley Jr./
Sr. High School, 5:30-7:30 
p.m.; featuring opportuni-
ties available to students

Weirton
Brooke Hancock Family 
Resource Network, Com-
munity Relations virtual 
meeting, noon, via Zoom; 
https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/83598848138?p-
wd=SmZCNW1YdVlV-
SC9ieWEwYWhrRys2QT09

Wellsville
City Council, 6 p.m., village 
hall

WED/3-2
Chester

CANCELED: Chester H.S. 
Classes of 1951 thru 1954 
breakfast, 10:30 a.m., Con-
nie’s Corner

Lenten Fish Fry, 11 a.m.-
7 p.m., Bob Milby VFW 
6450; dine in or carry out; 
304-387-0004

Chester WV Sons of Amer-
ican Legion Post 121, Cod 
dinner or sandwich. Clam 
chowder, Lobster Bisque, 
Shrimp dinner, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m.; eat in or carry out; 
304-387-0005

Columbiana
Columbiana County 40&8, 
7 p.m., general meeting, 
44640 state Route 14

East Liverpool 
High School Classes of 
1952 and 1953, 12:30 
p.m., Hoge’s Restaurant

East Palestine

VFW nomination of officers, 
3 p.m., American Legion

Band Parents meeting, 7 
p.m., EPHS Band Room; 
everyone welcome; March 
300 club drawings.

Lisbon
Medication Assistance 
Program, 10 a.m.-noon, 
United Methodist Church; 
bring prescription bottles, 
proof of income and insur-
ance cards

Lions Club work night & 
meeting, 5 p.m. at club-
house

New Springfield
Springfield Township Board 
of Trustees, 7 p.m., admin-
istration building

Salem
Weingart cousins break-
fast, 8:30 a.m., Heck’s in 
Columbiana

Eagles Wing Night, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., bone in or 
boneless, additional snack 
items available, dine in or 
carry out, 330-337-8053 

Wellsville
Soup/sandwich meal, 4-6 
p.m., Oak Ridge Church; 
homemade soup/sandwich 
for a donation 

Winona
“Cook’s Night Off” 
drive-thru dinner, 4–6 p.m. 
(or until sold out), Winona 
United Methodist Church; 
roast turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes and gra-
vy, corn, cranberry salad, 
and pumpkin dessert for 
$10; order anytime before 
noon, must pick up by 6 
p.m.; 330-222-1211

THU/3-3
Boardman

DARE, new member meet-
ing and beach volleyball, 
7 p.m. Boardman United 
Methodist Church; 330-
729-0127

Damascus
Tops 1329, United Meth-
odist Church, weigh in 9 
a.m., meeting 9:30 a.m.

East Palestine
Caring Hands Food Pan-
try, First Church of Christ, 
9-11:30 a.m., clean trunks 
please

The Way Station/King-
dom Kloset, Presbyterian 
Church, 109 W. Rebecca 
St., 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

American Legion annual 
officer nomination meet-
ing, 3 p.m., all members 
invited to attend

Eagles kitchen open, 
4-8 p.m.; cream chick-
en/homemade biscuit, 
mashed potatoes and veg-
etable; $9; 330-886-0397

Drive thru lasagna dinner, 
4:30 p.m. until sold out, 
Centenary Methodist 
Church; $10

Lisbon
School board, 5 p.m., 
board of education confer-
ence room

Columbiana County Career 
and Technical Center 
Sophomore Showcase 
Night, 6 p.m.; information, 
guidance administrator Sue 
Allison, 330-424-9561, ex. 
118 or sue.allison@ccctc.
k12.oh.us

New Cumberland
Newview Community Edu-
cational Outreach Service, 
11 a.m.,  Hancock County 
Senior Services Center; 
Dinah Carpenter will pres-
ent the lesson “Advanced 
Care Planning,” bring the 
items previously collected 
for resource bags for local 
law enforcement.

New Waterford
Eagles wing nite, 4-9 p.m., 
full menu, eat in or carry 

out, 330-457-7230

Salem
Salem H.S. Class of 1954, 
breakfast at Adele’s, 9 a.m.

Eagles Kitchen Special, 
5:30-7:30 p.m., hot ham 
and cheese sandwich, $4, 
dine in or carry out, 330-
337-8053

Salem Preservation, public 
meeting, 7 p.m., Smucker 
House

Salem LCBA Branch 654 at 
St. Paul Catholic Church, 7 
p.m., in Church’s Rectory 
Meeting Room. Coming 
benefits to be planned 
including an April Trunk 
and Treasure Sale. New 
members welcome.

FRI/3-4
Boardman

DARE, card night, 5 p.m. 
Perkins; 330-729-0127

Chester
Lenten Fish Fry, 11 a.m.-
7 p.m., Bob Milby VFW 
6450; dine in or carry out; 
304-387-0004

Chester WV Sons of Amer-
ican Legion Post 121, Cod 
dinner or sandwich. Clam 
chowder, Lobster Bisque, 
Shrimp dinner, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m.; eat in or carry out; 
304-387-0005

Columbiana
Good As New Shop, Meth-
odist Church, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m., New Spring arrivals, 
50% off blue tags

St Jude Church Weekly 
“Fish Fry,” 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
(or until gone); drive-thru 
only; $12; fried or baked 
fish, coleslaw, mac & 
cheese, green beans and 
dessert

East Palestine
The Way Station/King-
dom Kloset, Presbyterian 
Church, 109 W. Rebecca 
St., 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Moose 467 Fish Fry, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-7 p.m., 
43 W. Rebecca St., 330-
426-3510

Eagles kitchen open, 4-8 
p.m.; beer batter cod fish 
specials, $8 on a dish, $9 
sandwich with side, $11 
dinner with two sides; 330-
886-0397

Leetonia
School board, 4:30 p.m., 
elementary library; special 
meeting to prepare for bar-
gaining sessions

Full menu fish fry, 5-8 p.m., 
Leetonia Italian American 
Club. Dine in or carryout. 
330-427-9900 or 330-853-
2863.

Lisbon
Fish fry, 4:30-7:30 p.m., 
VFW 4111

Minerva
Lenten Fish Fry, 4:30-6:30 
p.m.,  St. Gabriel Church 
of Minerva; $10 for adult 
fish dinners, $5 for children 
6-12 years old and free 
for children under 6 years 
old; rigatoni dinners are $7 
for adults, $4 for children 
6-12 years old and free for 
children under 6 years old; 
eat in or carry out; 330-
868-4610

New Waterford
Eagles Fish Friday, 4-9 p.m., 
full menu, eat in or carry 
out, 330-457-7230

Newell
Lions Club Fish Fry, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., 510 Washington 
Street, 304-387-3413

Salem 
Eagles Fish Fry, 5-7 p.m.; 
fish dinner, five-piece chick-
en tender dinner, fish sand-
wich; fish basket; dine in or 
carry out, 330-337-8053

Salineville
Salineville Fire Department 
March Fish Frys, 5-7 p.m., 
carryout only, 330-679-

2256

Washingtonville
Fried haddock fish dinner, 
4-7 p.m., Beaver Creek 
Sportsman Club; carry out 
only, 234-575-1414; fish or 
shrimp dinners for adults, 
$14; fish or shrimp din-
ners for children, $7; fish 
or shrimp combo dinner, 
$19; extra fillet (with din-
ner), $7; shrimp a la carte 
(approximately 16 pieces), 
$7

VFW Haddock fish fry 4-7 
p.m., carryout, 330-427-
2533

Wellsville
Sons of Italy fish fry, 4-7 
p.m., carry out or dine in 
(limited seating); baked or 
fried fish, fried shrimp and 
baked chicken dinners, fish 
sandwiches and cake; walk 
in orders accepted; pre-or-
ders at 330-532-1927

SAT/3-5
Beloit

West Branch Class of 1970 
breakfast, 10 a.m. at Per-
kins

Columbiana
Good As New Shop, Meth-
odist Church, 10 a.m. - 2 
p.m., New Spring arrivals, 
50% off blue tags

Deadline for orders for the 
Columbiana First UMC 
Soup Sale, pick up from 
3:30-5 p.m. March 11; 
potato, chicken noodle, 
stuffed pepper, ham & 
brean, chili; order at 330-
482-2382

East Palestine 
Eagles kitchen open, 2:30-
6:30 p.m.; stuffed peppers, 
parsley potatoes and roll; 
$9; 330-886-0397

Lisbon
Period Products Partners 
Pantry, open noon-2 p.m., 
Young Democrats’ office, 
134 S. Market St.; for peo-
ple who need personal 
sanitary products. 

Lepper Library Writer’s 
Group, 2-3 p.m.

Negley
Cream chicken dinner, 
United Methodist Church, 
take out begins at 4 p.m., 
dine in from 4:30-6 p.m., 
by donation, includes 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, coleslaw and cake

Wild Game Dinner, doors 
open 5 p.m., Middleton 
Township Fish & Game, 
50501 Richardson Ave.; 
$30; includes dinner, beer 
and beverages, dessert 
and one door prize tickets; 
tickets available at Millrock 
Auto in Rogers or by calling  
Jesse Thompson at 330-
429-1707 or Harold Slagle 
at 330-831-1796

New Waterford
Eagles, DJ SOS Karaoke, 9 
p.m.-12:30 a.m., open to 
the public

Salem
Eagles Band Night, fea-
turing Take 2, 8-11 p.m.; 
kitchen open 7-9 p.m.

Wellsville
Dr. Seuss Birthday Party, 
11 a.m., Wellsville Library 
meeting room; children 
grades preschool through 
third; free; registration at 
330-532-1526

Wellsville Stitchers, 1:30-
3 p.m., Wellsville Library 
activity room; all skill levels 
welcome

West Township
Pancake Breakfast, West 
Community Center, 7-11 
a.m., 24604 Rt. 30, $8 
Adults, $5 ages 5-12, free 
ages 5 & under

SUN/3-6
Chester

Chester-Newell Sportsman 
Club, Turkey shoot, sign up 
at 9:30 a.m., shoot starts at 
10 a.m.

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

Amazon’s Alexa
to seek doctor help

PERRY
Continued from Page A1

“They’ve never done this before and I’m glad you’re doing 
it,” he said.

The trustees did similar reviews with both the police and 
road departments. Messimer is expected to talk with trustees 
about the plan sometime in March.

Ieropoli also reported the fire department spent its $1,000 
from the Ohio Township Association Risk Management 
Authority (OTARMA) to purchase 20 pairs of leather work 
gloves, some battery-powered LED flashlights for the trucks 
and collapsible cones. The grant included $1,000 for the police 
department and $500 for the road department.

Messimer invited trustees to a demonstration of battery-pow-
er extraction tools next Thursday night. The tools currently used 
by the department are hydraulic.

Zoning/Nuisance Officer Jeff Christopher reported two 
permits issued recently, one for a detached garage and one for 
an addition. He gave both property owners applications for 
the Community Reinvestment Area, but said it will be awhile 
before the projects get going. Property owners can get a tax 
break on the increased value to their homes.

He also said he’s had calls about new construction, zoning 
appeals and zoning changes. He’s going to start riding around 
the township looking for houses with animals, to tell homeown-
ers about the new zoning rules for animals, and to just look in 
general at properties for any zoning or nuisance issues.

The next township trustee meeting will be 4 p.m. March 14 
at the administration building on North Ellsworth Avenue.

mgreier@salemnews.net

By The Associated Press
If there is no doctor in the house, Amazon’s Alexa will soon 

be able to summon one.
Amazon and telemedicine provider Teladoc Health are start-

ing a voice-activated virtual care program that lets customers 
get medical help without picking up their phones. 

The service, for health issues that aren’t emergencies, will 
be available around the clock on Amazon’s Echo devices. Cus-
tomers can tell the voice assistant Alexa that they want to talk to 
a doctor, and that will prompt a call back on the device from a 
Teladoc physician.

The program, announced Monday, marks Amazon’s latest 
expansion into health care and another push by the retail giant 
into a form of care that grew rapidly during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Telehealth now is something that patients have gotten used 
to and may come to expect as an option for their care,” said 
Lori Uscher-Pines, a senior policy researcher with Rand Corp. 
“(Before) the pandemic, there might not have been this much 
awareness that this was a service that was available.”

Amazon already dispenses prescription drugs and is expand-
ing an Amazon Care program it launched in 2019 that offers 
telemedicine visits with an option to send a care provider to the 
patient if they need an in-person visit.

The company’s latest health care expansion comes as several 
competitors including Walmart and the drugstore chains CVS 
and Walgreens also beef up their medical offerings. They are 
adding care clinics or virtual programs to make it easier for 
patients to find regular help in the fragmented U.S. health care 
system. Insurers and employers that pay medical bills are push-
ing for this as a way to improve health and cut down on hospital 
stays or other big medical expenses. 
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LEGAL NOTICE
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio has scheduled local 
public hearings in Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, In the Matter of the 
Application of Aqua Ohio Inc. to Increase Its Rates for Water Service, 
and Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, In the Matter of the Application of Aqua 
Ohio Wastewater, Inc., to Increase Its Rates for Wastewater Service. 
These local hearings are scheduled for the purpose of providing an 
opportunity to interested members of the public to testify in these 
proceedings. The local hearings will be held at the following times 
and locations: March 29, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Harding High School, 
Community Room, 1500 Harding Highway East, Marion, Ohio 
43302; March 30, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ashtabula Township Clerk’s 
Office, 2718 North Ridge Road East, Ashtabula, Ohio 44004; and, 
March 31, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., Ohio History Connection, Cardinal 
Classroom, 800 East 17th Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43211.

By its application in Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, Aqua seeks a 
rate increase which would generate additional base revenues of 
approximately $8,290,405 or 12.01 percent over current revenues 
for the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service divisions, and those 
customers formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., Tomahawk 
Utilities, Inc., Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

By its application in Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, AWI seeks a 
rate increase that would generate additional base revenues of 
approximately $454,404 or 12.77 percent over current revenues for 
the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service divisions, and those 
Franklin County customers formerly served by Ohio American Water 
Company, and customers in Firestone Trace, and Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-595-WW-AIR, the staff of the Commission 
recommends a revenue increase between $2,264,605 and $4,119,595 
or between 3.28 percent and 5.97 percent over current revenues for 
the company’s Lake Erie and Masury service divisions, as well as 
the areas formerly served by Mohawk Utilities, Inc., Tomahawk 
Utilities, Inc., Ohio American Water Company, Firestone Trace, and 
Southwood Estates.

Relative to Case No. 21-596-ST-AIR, the staff of the Commission 
recommends a revenue increase between $167,839 and $256,662 or 
between 4.72 percent and 7.21 percent over current revenues for those 
Franklin County customers formerly served by Ohio American Water 
Company and customers in Firestone Trace and Southwood Estates.

The major issues raised in these cases are:

 (a) The appropriate rate base;

 (b)  The determination of test-year revenues and operating 
expenses or costs of service including management fees, taxes, 
depreciation, pensions, uncollectible, and rate case expenses;

 (c) Quality and water service and unaccounted-for-water levels;

Further information may be obtained by contacting the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
Ohio 43215-3793, the Commission’s hotline at 1-800-686-7826, or 

the PUCO website at:
http:/ /www.puco.ohio.gov

DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES

Ohio
Lotto: 7-15-27-35-38-48
Kicker: 4-8-6-0-9-4
Day: 0-4-7 and 6-1-2-9
Five: 1-5-2-2-3
Evening: 2-1-2 and 2-9-0-4
Five: 0-3-0-4-7
Cash 5: 12-18-20-21-22
Lucky for Life: 3-8-19-21-34 
(11)

Pennsylvania
Cash 5: 3-10-33-34-37

Match 6: 7-10-22-30-43-46
Day: 8-6 and 7-8-8
7-1-8-9 and 1-3-8-3-9
Evening: 8-3 and 6-4-3
1-1-5-2 and 7-5-2-6-5
Treasure: 6-9-17-23-30

West Virginia
4-9-5 and 2-1-0-3
Cash 25: 1-4-8-15-24-25

Powerball:
10-43-55-59-67 (2) (3x)

LOTTERY

Barbara Ann Weber Polen
COLUMBIANA — Barbara Ann Weber Polen, age 90, of 

Columbiana, died on Sunday, March 6, 2022, at St. Mary’s 
Alzheimer’s Center in Columbiana.

She was born on June 3, 1931, in East Palestine, a daughter 
of the late David and Julia Murphy Weber.

Barbara was a 1949 graduate of New Waterford High 
School and had worked as a salesclerk for Strouss retail store 
in Salem.  She enjoyed traveling and both flower gardening, as 
well as vegetable gardening.  Mostly, Barbara enjoyed spending 
time with her family and doting on her beloved grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

She is survived by her husband of 68 years, John E. Polen, 
whom she married on February 4, 1954; son, Matthew (Bren-
da) Polen of Columbiana; daughter, Julie (Fred) Bussard of 
Columbiana; brother, Bruce Weber of Calcutta; sister, Trudy 
Scarborough of Salem; five grandchildren, Jina (Brian Weber) 
Fast, Adam (Halley) Fast, Jeni (Brian) Mose, Robert (Niki) 
Polen, and Meredith (Michael Shaffer) Polen.  Also surviving 
are six great-grandchildren.   

Barbara was preceded in death by a granddaughter, Anne 
Polen, and two brothers, Frederick, and David Weber.  

Per her wishes, no services will be held. 
Burial will take place at the Columbiana Cemetery. 
The family would like to express their sincere appreciation 

to the kind and compassionate staff at St. Mary’s Alzheimer’s 
Center.

Arrangements have been entrusted to the Warrick-Kum-
mer-Rettig Funeral Home, Columbiana.

Family and friends may view this obituary and send condo-
lences at www.familycareservices.com

3/8/22

Lois Papania
EAST PALESTINE — Lois J. Papania, 88, died Sunday at 
Covington Skilled Nursing in East Palestine. Arrangements 
by Linsley-Royal Funeral Home, East Palestine.

3/8/22

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pub-
lic transit systems straining to win 
back riders after being crushed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic are getting a $3.7 
billion boost to stay afloat and invest in 
new fleets of electric buses.

With mask restrictions fading and 
workers beginning to return to offices, 
the Biden administration said Monday 
it was awarding $2.2 billion in corona-
virus relief money from the American 
Rescue Plan to 35 financially strapped 
transit agencies in 18 states. The money 
would be used to prop up day-to-day 
operations, including staffing and pay-
roll as well as cleaning and sanitization 
to limit the spread of illness in public 
transportation. A federal mask mandate 
for public transit remains in effect until 
at least March 18.

Another $1.5 billion in grants will 
be made available under President Joe 
Biden’s infrastructure law — a total of 
$7.5 billion over five years — for transit 
agencies to purchase low- or no-emis-
sion buses and build bus facilities. That’s 
more than double the combined amount 
from the previous year.

Transit agencies will have until May 
to apply for the Transportation Depart-
ment’s infrastructure grants, which will 
be awarded by fall. About 5% of the 
money must be used for workforce train-
ing to help transit workers prepare for 
the technological change.

“We’re making the largest ever 
investment in this program for buses and 
bus facilities, helping to deliver better 
commutes and cleaner air to American 
communities,” Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg said. 

Buttigieg joined Vice President 
Kamala Harris and Environmental Pro-
tection Agency Administrator Michael 
Regan at the White House on Monday 
to unveil a range of actions to promote 

green friendly transit and protect health. 
They included proposed stronger pollu-
tion regulations for new tractor-trailer 
rigs that would clean up smoky diesel 
engines as well as $17 million in fund-
ing for school districts to buy electric 
zero-emission and low-emission school 
buses. The emissions can cause respira-
tory problems in humans. 

Several transit systems have already 
been moving in the direction of elec-
tric buses. California has committed to 
all-electric bus fleets by 2040, as well 
as New York City and Boston. Wash-
ington, D.C., has set a target of 2045. 
Transportation is the biggest U.S. con-
tributor to global warming.

The effort comes at a challenging 
time for public transit.

Only about 55% of transit riders 
nationwide have returned compared 
with pre-pandemic times, according 
to the American Public Transportation 
Association. The biggest losses have 
been in commuter rail systems serving 
white-collar suburbanites traveling to 
downtown workplaces.

As COVID-19 cases decline, Biden 
has urged Americans to shed remote 
work, describing a return to offices as 
necessary to boost economic growth. 
Last week, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said about 90% of 
the U.S. population lives in counties 
where the risk of the coronavirus is pos-
ing a low or medium threat, meaning 
residents don’t need to wear masks in 
most indoor settings.

“It’s time for America to get back to 
work and fill our great downtowns again 
with people,” Biden said in his State of 
the Union address.

Among the recipients of COVID-19 
relief funds Monday were big-city tran-
sit systems that had been hit hard from 
revenue losses due to decreased rider-

ship. New York City’s transit system, 
the nation’s largest, garnered $769 mil-
lion to steady its operations, while San 
Francisco’s Bay Area Rapid Transit got 
$270 million to bolster service and safe-
ty protocols.

Others receiving grants were the 
Washington, D.C., metro system at 
$120 million as it anticipates a return of 
federal employees to offices and Hous-
ton’s public transit at $137 million, 
which has significantly added rapid tran-
sit bus lines. 

“These funds are crucial to avoid 
drastic service cuts and layoffs that 
would damage the economy and pub-
lic health,” said Nuria Fernandez, head 
of the Federal Transit Administration, 
which oversees the grants. 

At the start of the pandemic, tran-
sit agencies cut payroll and slashed ser-
vices. That came even as essential work-
ers, who are disproportionately nonwhite 
and lower income, continued to rely on 
public transportation to get to work. But 
three rounds totaling nearly $70 billion 
in federal COVID-19 emergency assis-
tance, including $30.5 billion that Biden 
signed into law last year, pulled transit 
agencies from the brink of financial col-
lapse.

“The COVID funds will be vital 
to keeping workers connected to their 
offices, but, even more importantly, the 
long-term funds in the bipartisan infra-
structure bill will provide generational 
change,” said Paul P. Skoutelas, presi-
dent of the American Public Transpor-
tation Association. He said the money 
will allow transit systems “to re-evaluate 
routes and service plans, address equity 
issues and place more alternative fuels 
vehicles on the road to help address our 
global climate crisis.” 

Public transit gets $3.7B to woo riders, adopt green fleets

Half of US adults exposed to harmful lead levels as kids
Over 170 million U.S.-

born people who were adults 
in 2015 were exposed to 
harmful levels of lead as chil-
dren, a new study estimates.

Researchers used blood-
lead level, census and lead-
ed gasoline consumption 
data to examine how wide-
spread early childhood lead 
exposure was in the country 
between 1940 and 2015.

In a paper published in the 
Proceedings of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences on 
Monday, they estimated that 
half the U.S. adult population 
in 2015 had been exposed 
to lead levels surpassing five 
micrograms per deciliter — 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention threshold 
for harmful lead exposure at 
the time.

The scientists from Flor-
ida State University and 
Duke University also found 
that 90% of children born 
in the U.S. between 1950 
and 1981 had blood-lead 
levels higher than the CDC 
threshold. And the research-
ers found significant impact 
on cognitive development: 
on average, early childhood 
exposure to lead resulted in a 
2.6-point drop in IQ.

The researchers only 
examined lead exposure 
caused by leaded gasoline, 
the dominant form of expo-
sure from the 1940s to the 
late 1980s, according to data 
from the U.S. Geological 
Survey. Leaded gasoline for 
on-road vehicles was phased 

out starting in the 1970s, 
then finally banned in 1996.

Study lead author Michael 
McFarland, an associate pro-
fessor of sociology at Flori-
da State University, said the 
findings were “infuriating” 
because it was long known 
that lead exposure was 
harmful, based on anecdot-
al evidence of lead’s health 
impacts throughout history.

Though the U.S. has 
implemented tougher regu-
lations to protect Americans 
from lead poisoning in recent 
decades, the public health 
impacts of exposure could 
last for several decades, 
experts told the Associated 
Press.

“Childhood lead exposure 
is not just here and now. It’s 
going to impact your lifelong 
health,” said Abheet Solo-
mon, a senior program man-
ager at the United Nations 
Children’s Fund.

Early childhood lead 
exposure is known to have 
many impacts on cognitive 
development, but it also 
increases risk for developing 
hypertension and heart dis-
ease, experts said.

“I think the connec-
tion to IQ is larger than we 
thought and it’s startlingly 
large,” said Ted Schwaba, 
a researcher at University 
of Texas-Austin who stud-
ies personality psychology 
and was not part of the new 
study.

Schwaba said the study’s 
use of an average to repre-

sent the cognitive impacts of 
lead exposure could result in 
an overestimation of impacts 
on some people and underesti-
mation in others.

Previous research on the 
relationship between lead 
exposure and IQ found a sim-
ilar impact, though over a 
shorter study period.

Bruce Lanphear, a health 
sciences professor at Simon 
Fraser University in Vancou-
ver who has researched lead 
exposure and IQ, said his 
2005 study found the initial 
exposure to lead was the most 

harmful when it comes to loss 
of cognitive ability as mea-
sured by IQ.

“The more tragic part is 
that we keep making the same 
... mistakes again,” Lanphear 
said. “First it was lead, then it 
was air pollution. ... Now it’s 
PFAS chemicals and phthal-
ates (chemicals used to make 
plastics more durable). And it 
keeps going on and on.

“And we can’t stop long 
enough to ask ourselves 
should we be regulating chem-
icals differently,” he said.

Boy rescued after getting    
stuck in tree rescuing cat

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A teenager who scaled a tree 
at an Indianapolis park to rescue a cat he spotted high up in 
the branches ended up stuck himself and in need of a rescue, 
officials said. The 17-year-old boy was at Holliday Park on 
Indianapolis’ north side Saturday afternoon when he saw the 
cat and decided to rescue it by climbing 35 feet (10.7 meters) 
into the tree, the Indianapolis Fire Department said in a news 
release. The teen, identified in the release only as “Owen,” 
told firefighters “he was trying to do a good deed and bring 
the cat to safety,” wrote Rita Reith, battalion chief and the 
department’s spokeswoman. “While Owen had no trouble 
climbing up the tree –- his positioning did not allow the same 
ease for getting down,” she added. Firefighting crews were 
called to the park and they used a rope system to lower the 
boy safely to the ground about two hours later. The depart-
ment also released video of the rescue. The teen was checked 
out by medics, found to have only a few scrapes, and was 
released to his parents, although the cat remained in the tree. 
“The cat seemed to enjoy the commotion but made no effort 
to climb down the tree,” Reith wrote. Reith said Monday that 
a 21-year-old woman who was the cat’s owner ended up hir-
ing a private company to retrieve the feline.

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden is expected 
to sign an executive order on cryptocurrency this week that will 
mark the first step toward regulating how digital currency is 
traded.

The move comes as administration officials have raised 
concerns in recent weeks about Russia’s use of cryptocurrency 
to evade the impact of crushing sanctions in response to its inva-
sion of Ukraine. The sanctions have sent the ruble to historic 
lows and have closed the country’s stock market.

Two people familiar with the process said the executive 
order on cryptocurrency was expected to be issued this week 
and it had been in the works long before the war. Both people 
spoke on condition of anonymity to preview the order.

The order is expected to describe what government agen-
cies, including the Treasury Department, need to do to develop 
policies and regulations on digital currencies. It is expected to 
include a request for the State Department to ensure that Amer-
ican cryptocurrency laws are aligned with those of U.S. allies 
and will ask the Financial Stability Oversight Council — which 
monitors the stability of the U.S. financial system — to study 
illicit finance concerns.

Additionally, the order will explore the possibility of a new 
central bank digital currency. The Federal Reserve issued a 
paper on the topic in January that explores the risks and benefits 
of U.S.-backed digital currency.

Implicit in the order will be that cryptocurrency will remain 
a part of the U.S. economy for years to come. The White 
House’s plans to move forward with the executive order were 
first reported by Bloomberg News.

While U.S. officials have played down the significance of 
cryptocurrency to Russia’s ability to evade sanctions, it remains 
a concern.

“We will continue to look at how the sanctions work and 
evaluate whether or not there are liquid leakages and we have 
the possibility to address them. I often hear cryptocurrency 
mentioned and that is a channel to be watched,” Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said last week.

A senior administration official who spoke on condition 
of anonymity said the president’s national security team has 
already been on the lookout for the use and creation of front 
companies and alternative financial institutions that Moscow 
might try to employ to get around sanctions.

Crypto is one of several spaces that the Biden administration 
is looking to shore up as it tries to make certain that sanctions on 
Russia have maximum impact. The official said past experienc-
es in Iran and Venezuela with sanctions evasion are informing 
the administration’s efforts. Additional export controls and new 
sanction targets are also expected to be unveiled in the days and 
weeks ahead to counter Russian sanction evasion efforts, the 
official said.

On Monday, Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work issued an alert advising financial institutions to be “vigi-
lant” against any efforts to evade sanctions in connection with 
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

“Although we have not seen widespread evasion of our 
sanctions using methods such as cryptocurrency, prompt report-
ing of suspicious activity contributes to our national security and 
our efforts to support Ukraine and its people,” Acting Director 
Him Das said in a statement.

Biden executive order on 
cryptocurrency expected this week
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