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Re: 19-923; Border Basin I Projec. —_
®. -

Project: The proposed project involves the development and operation of a photovoltaic solar
facility. N
Y LXONY Coss oo

Location: The proposed project is located in Arcadia Township, Hancock County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These comments were gencrated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area.

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features,
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

- Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that

rare specues or umque features are absent from that area. Although a]l types of plant communities /\
havc\l&‘m sugveyed, we-only-marmtaimYetorat on the hi thst ugg ﬁ%regs“’ an
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BORDER
BASIN

SOLAR PROJECT

The Ohio Power Siting Board Staff Recommends Approval of the Border Basin
Solar Project

Border Basin Joined the Chamber in 2021. We are developing a 120 MWac solar project in

Cass Township that covers approximately 900 acres of land. Our project just took a |
significant step forward with the Ohio Power Siting Board Staff recommending our project |
for approval in their 57-page staff report. )

Ohio Imports 25% of its Electricity from Other States and Canada

Ohio is an industrial powerhouse. Unfortunately, Ohio sends money to out-of-state and
Canadian electric power generators every year because there are not enough in-state ‘
power plants. The electricity from Border Basin will keep tax revenue local, where it

belongs. It will also act as a hedge against rising electricity rates (sunshine is free after

all') helping keep Ohio businesses competitive! |

Border Basin Will Pay $1,080,000
in Energy Tax Annually to the
County Increasing the Services the
County Can Provide for Citizens,
Schools and Businesses

Under Ohio R.C. § 5727.75 certain types
of electric power generators, from solar
to clean coal, can apply to be designated
“Qualified Energy Projects” or QEP. The
County Commissioners approved our
application to be a QEP in the Fall of
2021. The Commissioners negotiated a great deal for the county when they required

Border Basin to pay the maximum amount allowed under state law of S9 000 per MW or |
Q1 NA Mmillinn nar vaar Tarhniraliv thie navmant i




Ohio Department of Natural Resources

MIKE DEWINE. GOVERNOR MARY MERTZ. DIRECTOR

Office of Real Estate

John Kessler, Chief

2045 Morse Road - Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

Fax: (614) 267-4764

December 2, 2019

Will Campbell

Tetra Tech Inc.

661 Andersen Drive, Suite 200
Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Re: 19-923; Border Basin I Project

Project: The proposed project involves the development and operation of a photovoltaic solar
facility. bl

w X009 Coss Yo
Location: The proposed project is located in Arcadia Township, Hancock County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area.

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features,
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that
rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities
have been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.

Office of the Director « 2045 Morse Rd « Columbus, OH 43229 « ohiodnr.gov
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