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Hello Ms. Pelanda, 
 
My name is Lyndsey Daum and I am a resident of the Williamsport area in Pickaway County. Soon,
you will be voting on the Chipmunk Solar case, Project (21-0960-EL-BGN). I have a few concerns
regarding the natural resources in Pickaway County that I would like to bring to your attention. You
may be familiar with the area, but I wanted to let you know in case you aren't. 
 
In Exhibit L, Chipmunk Solar describes their recycling plan and returning farmland to its former state.
In Section 3.1, Chipmunk states, "All piles shall be removed from the site by the pull-out method,
and if sections of piles detach during this operation, sections will be removed if they are within 3
feet of the final ground surface." This could be a problem for farmers. For example, if they have to
install or replace field tile, they will have to do a significant amount of digging. According to Fairfield
Soil and Water on the topic of field tile, "Depth typically varies between 2.5 feet and 5 feet deep, but
can be much deeper" (Fairfield SWCD, 2020). This is just one example of how pile sections can
interfere with farming activities. The concrete foundations in Section 3.2 can cause the same
problems. In a November 10, 2021 post on Facebook, a comment by Chipmunk Solar Project states,
"Once the project is decommissioned, the equipment is removed and the land is restored...". I think
this comment is very misleading if their plan is to leave piles and concrete foundations in the ground
as long as they're three feet under. 
 
In Section 3.2 of Exhibit L, Chipmunk Solar states, "Buried collection cables more than 3 feet below
grade will not be removed." Because of farming projects like field tiling, which I described earlier,
this could be a big problem. Tilling could bring these cables even closer to the surface. These cables
could damage or even destroy farm equipment if it becomes tangled in the wires. 
 
A question I want you to consider is "How many solar farms does Pickaway County need? There are
four other solar projects being installed in Pickaway County. Those are: Atlanta Farms, Yellowbud,
Scioto Farms, and the Circleville Solar Project. I have heard talks of other solar farms, but these are
the ones I know of for sure. Do we really need 5+ solar farms in Pickaway County alone? Think of
how much Ohio farmland is being taken up by these solar projects. If that many projects are
approved in each county, the agriculture sector of Ohio will suffer greatly, and may decrease Ohio's
GDP. 
 
Chipmunk Solar's #1 argument for solar farms seems to be the $3 million in tax revenue it will bring
to the community. However, Chipmunk Solar has expressed interest in participating in a PILOT
program, which would decrease the taxes they'd have to pay. On January 18, 2022, EDF
representative Karl Pierce attended a Pickaway County Commissioners meeting to discuss Chipmunk
Solar and the PILOT program. The Pickaway County Commissioners expressed that they didn't
support a PILOT program for Chipmunk Solar. According to the meeting minutes, "Mr. Pierce asked
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the Commissioners why they would not like to participate in any PILOT program and Commissioner
Scherer went on to discuss the economic and taxes received and long-term jobs". If Chipmunk Solar
is so excited to give money to the community via taxes, then why do they want to join the PILOT
program, which would significantly decrease the amount they pay in taxes? 
 
I would like to make it clear that I generally support solar. However, when it is potentially going to
destroy natural resources and affect farmers negatively, I do not support it. I have found that
Chipmunk Solar is very disorganized. The issues I brought to your attention are solely the agriculture
and economic-related issues related to the project. If you are interested in the other issues I have
found, please let me know and I will send you my findings. 
 
Because of these issues, I respectfully request that you vote against Chipmunk Solar when it comes
to a vote at an Ohio Power Siting Board meeting. However, I respect your judgment and trust that
you will make the best decision possible for the agricultural sector of Pickaway County. Thank you
for allowing me to bring these issues to your attention. Feel free to contact me with any questions or
concerns at lyndseydaum@gmail.com. 
 
 
Sincerely,
Lyndsey Daum
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