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1                              Tuesday Morning Session,

2                              January 18, 2022.

3                         - - -

4             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Let's go on the

5 record.

6             The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio

7 has set for hearing at this time and place, Case

8 No. 21-210-GA-GCR, et al., which is a consolidated

9 case involving the review of the Purchased Gas

10 Adjustment Clause, the Uncollectible Expense Rider,

11 and the Percentage of Income Payment Plan Rider for

12 Glenwood Energy of Oxford, Inc.

13             Good morning, everyone.  My name is Jacky

14 St. John and with me is Greta See.  We are the

15 Attorney Examiners assigned by the Commission to hear

16 this case.

17             At this time we'll take appearances of

18 the parties.  First, on behalf of the Company.

19             MR. SETTINERI:  Good morning, Your Honor.

20 On behalf of Glenwood Energy of Oxford, Inc., Michael

21 Settineri with the law firm of Vorys, Sater, Seymour

22 and Pease, 52 East Gay Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215.

23             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Thank you.

24             And on behalf of Staff.

25             MR. SHEPHERD:  Good morning, Your Honor.
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1 On behalf of the Staff of the Public Utilities

2 Commission of Ohio, Dave Yost, Attorney General, John

3 Jones, Section Chief of the Public Utilities Section,

4 by Assistant Attorneys General, Thomas M. Shepherd

5 and Jodi Bair, 30 East Broad Street, 26th Floor,

6 Columbus, Ohio 43215.

7             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Thank you.

8             I'll note for the record there are no

9 members of the general public present with us in this

10 hearing today to offer any comments or testimony.

11             Are there any preliminary matters from

12 the parties before we go ahead and mark exhibits?

13             MR. SETTINERI:  No, Your Honor.

14             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  All right.  Let's go

15 ahead and move forward and mark those exhibits,

16 please.

17             MR. SETTINERI:  Your Honor, on behalf of

18 the Company, we would like to mark as Glenwood

19 Exhibit 1, a Proof of Publication with attached bills

20 with bill messages.

21             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  That will be

22 so marked.

23             (EXHIBIT MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION.)

24             MR. SETTINERI:  Do you want to mark

25 yours?
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1             MR. SHEPHERD:  Yeah.  On behalf of Staff,

2 we'd like to have marked as Commission-Ordered

3 Exhibit 1, the financial audit of the Gas Cost

4 Recovery Mechanisms for the period of January 1,

5 2019, through December 31, 2020, filed in the docket

6 on November 19, 2021.

7             As Commission-Ordered Exhibit 2, the

8 audit of the Uncollectible Expense Mechanisms for the

9 periods January 2019 through December 2020, filed in

10 the docket on November 19, 2021.

11             And as Commission-Ordered Exhibit No. 3,

12 the audit of the Percentage of Income Payment Plan

13 Mechanisms for the period January 2019 through

14 December 2020, filed in the docket on November 19,

15 2021.

16             MR. SETTINERI:  Do you want to mark the

17 Stipulation?

18             MR. SHEPHERD:  Yeah.  And I'd like to, on

19 behalf of Staff and the Company, mark as Joint

20 Exhibit 1, the Stipulation and Recommendation filed

21 on January 13, 2022.  Do you have copies of those?

22             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Yes, we do.

23             MR. SHEPHERD:  Okay.

24             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Thank you.  And those

25 will be so marked.
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1             (EXHIBITS MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION.)

2             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  All right.  At this

3 time would you like to present your witness,

4 Mr. Settineri?

5             MR. SETTINERI:  Yes.  Thank you, Your

6 Honor.  At this time the Company would call Mr. Rich

7 Perkins to the stand, please.

8             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Good morning,

9 Mr. Perkins.  Please raise your right hand.

10             (Witness sworn.)

11             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Please proceed.

12             MR. SETTINERI:  Thank you, Your Honor.

13                         - - -

14                    RICHARD PERKINS

15 being first duly sworn, as prescribed by law, was

16 examined and testified as follows:

17                   DIRECT EXAMINATION

18 By Mr. Settineri:

19        Q.   Good morning, Mr. Perkins.

20        A.   Good morning.

21        Q.   Would you please state your name and

22 business address for the record, please.

23        A.   Yes.  Richard Perkins.  Glenwood Energy,

24 5181 College Corner Pike, Oxford, Ohio 45056.

25        Q.   Okay.  And what is your position with the



Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

8

1 Company?

2        A.   CFO, Treasurer, and Board Member.

3        Q.   Okay.  And you have before you what's

4 been marked as Glenwood Exhibit 1, correct?

5        A.   Yes.

6        Q.   Okay.  Could you identify that for the

7 record, please?

8        A.   Yes.  Proof of Publication.

9        Q.   Okay.  And are there any attachments to

10 that Proof of Publication?

11        A.   Yes.  Our insert bills and our online

12 notifications of today's hearing.

13        Q.   Okay.  And those bills include the bill

14 message for the notice of this hearing; is that

15 correct?

16        A.   Correct.

17        Q.   Okay.  And did you direct that these

18 bills with the bill messages be prepared?

19        A.   Yes.

20        Q.   And when were the bill messages issued?

21        A.   On January 3rd.

22        Q.   2022?

23        A.   2022.  Sorry.  Yes, sir.

24        Q.   All right.  And do you have before you

25 what's been marked as Joint Exhibit 1?



Proceedings

Armstrong & Okey, Inc., Columbus, Ohio (614) 224-9481

9

1        A.   Yes.

2        Q.   And can you identify that for the record,

3 please?

4        A.   Yes.  It is the signed Stipulation and

5 Recommendation from the Staff.

6        Q.   Okay.  And were you involved in the

7 negotiations of the Stipulation in this proceeding?

8        A.   Yes.

9        Q.   And asking you a series of questions

10 related to the Stipulation, do you believe that the

11 Stipulation marked as Joint Exhibit 1 was the product

12 of serious bargaining among capable and knowledgeable

13 parties?

14        A.   Yes.

15        Q.   And do you believe that the Stipulation,

16 as a package, benefits customers and the public

17 interest?

18        A.   Yes.

19        Q.   And why do you believe that?

20        A.   More -- better and accurate determination

21 of the balances owed.

22        Q.   And does the settlement -- does the

23 Stipulation, as a package, violate any important

24 regulatory principle or practice?

25        A.   No.
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1             MR. SETTINERI:  All right.  Your Honors,

2 I have no further questions for this witness at this

3 time.

4             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  Thank you.

5             Any questions from Staff?

6             MR. SHEPHERD:  No, Your Honor.

7             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.

8                         - - -

9                      EXAMINATION

10 By Examiner See:

11        Q.   Mr. Perkins.

12        A.   Yes.

13        Q.   How long have you been an officer of

14 Glenwood or one of its Board Members?

15        A.   For Glenwood Energy corporation, since

16 2007.

17        Q.   And how often have you participated in

18 negotiations of the stipulations involving the

19 Company's GCR?

20        A.   From the beginning to end.

21        Q.   Your entire tenure.

22        A.   Yes.

23             EXAMINER SEE:  Okay.  Thank you.

24             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  Thank you for

25 your testimony.
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1             THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

2             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Anything else from

3 the Company?

4             MR. SETTINERI:  Your Honor, I would

5 simply move for the admission at this time of

6 Glenwood Exhibit 1 into the record.

7             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Any objections?

8             MR. SHEPHERD:  No.

9             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  That will be so

10 admitted.

11             (EXHIBIT ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE.)

12             MR. SETTINERI:  And then I would move for

13 the admission of Joint Exhibit 1 but would ask that

14 that ruling be deferred until after the Staff's

15 witness appears.

16             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  We will wait

17 on that one.  Thank you.

18             MR. SETTINERI:  Thank you.

19             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Would you like to

20 call your first witness?

21             MR. SHEPHERD:  Yes.  Thank you.  At this

22 time the Staff calls Mr. Tornain Matthews to the

23 stand.

24             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Good morning,

25 Mr. Matthews.
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1             THE WITNESS:  Good morning.

2             (Witness sworn.)

3             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Please proceed.

4                         - - -

5                    TORNAIN MATTHEWS

6 being first duly sworn, as prescribed by law, was

7 examined and testified as follows:

8                   DIRECT EXAMINATION

9 By Mr. Shepherd:

10        Q.   Good morning, Mr. Matthews.  How are you?

11        A.   I'm fine.  How are you?

12        Q.   Good.

13        A.   Good.

14        Q.   Could you please state your name and

15 maybe spell it for the record.

16        A.   Yes.  My name is Tornain Matthews.  The

17 first name is spelled T-O-R-N-A-I-N.

18        Q.   Thank you.

19             Who are you employed by and in what

20 capacity?

21        A.   I'm employed by the Utilities -- the

22 Public Utilities Commission of Ohio in the capacity

23 of a Utility Specialist.

24        Q.   Do you have in front of you what's been

25 marked as Commission-Ordered Exhibits 1 through 3?
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1        A.   Yes, I do.

2        Q.   Okay.  Did you have any involvement in

3 the creation of those documents?

4        A.   Yes, I have.

5        Q.   And have you reviewed them prior to

6 testifying today?

7        A.   Yes, sir.

8        Q.   Are there any changes to these documents

9 that you believe need to be made?

10        A.   No, sir.

11        Q.   And do the Commission-Ordered Exhibits 1

12 through 3 accurately reflect Staff's findings with

13 respect to the audits?

14        A.   Yes, they do.

15        Q.   Thank you.

16             Turning now to what's been marked as

17 Joint Exhibit 1.  Do you have that in front of you?

18        A.   Yes, I do.

19        Q.   Can you tell me what this document is?

20        A.   Yes.  This is the Stipulation between

21 Staff and Glenwood for the Gas Cost Recovery audit,

22 the Uncollectible Expense audit, and the Percentage

23 of Income Payment Plan audit.

24        Q.   Thank you.

25             And am I right in saying that the
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1 Stipulation and Recommendation accepts all of Staff's

2 findings and recommendations contained in

3 Commission-Ordered Exhibits 1, 2, and 3?

4        A.   Yes, that's correct.

5        Q.   Thank you.

6             Were you involved in the discussions and

7 negotiations that resulted in the creation of Joint

8 Exhibit 1?

9        A.   Yes, I was.

10        Q.   Based on your knowledge and experience,

11 was this agreement entered into by capable and

12 knowledgeable parties?

13        A.   Yes.

14        Q.   Are there benefits to the public interest

15 or consumers in entering into this agreement, and if

16 so, could you name a few?

17        A.   Yes, I believe there are benefits to the

18 consumers in that Staff conducts these audits to

19 verify the costs incurred by the utility to provide

20 natural gas service to its customers and to verify

21 that those costs are accurately reflected in rates.

22             Where Staff found differences during the

23 audit, Staff recommended adjustments and made

24 adjustments to correct those differences, and in

25 doing this it ensures that the customer is only
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1 paying for the costs that they should pay for and

2 nothing more.

3        Q.   Thank you.

4             And in your professional opinion does

5 this Stipulation violate any regulatory practice or

6 principle?

7        A.   No.

8        Q.   And is it your recommendation that the

9 Commission accept this Stipulation and Recommendation

10 without modification?

11        A.   Yes, sir.

12             MR. SHEPHERD:  Thank you, Your Honor.  I

13 have no further questions, and I renew the motion for

14 admission of Joint Exhibit 1 into the record.

15             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  Thank you.

16             Are there any questions for this witness

17 from the Company?

18             MR. SETTINERI:  No, Your Honor.  Thank

19 you.

20             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  All right.  Thank you

21 very much for your testimony.

22             THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

23             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Anything further from

24 Staff?

25             MR. SHEPHERD:  No.
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1             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Are there any

2 objections from the Company for admission of

3 company-ordered exhibits -- or, excuse me,

4 Commission-Ordered Exhibits 1 through 3?

5             MR. SETTINERI:  No, Your Honor.

6             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  Those will be

7 admitted into the record as will be Joint Exhibit 1,

8 that will be admitted into the record as well.

9             (EXHIBITS ADMITTED INTO EVIDENCE.)

10             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Is there anything

11 further from counsel for either party before we

12 conclude?

13             MR. SHEPHERD:  No, Your Honor.

14             MR. SETTINERI:  No, Your Honor.  Thank

15 you very much.

16             EXAMINER ST. JOHN:  Okay.  Thank you all

17 for your participation today and the hearing is now

18 concluded.

19             (Thereupon, the proceedings concluded at

20 10:13 a.m.)

21                         - - -

22

23

24

25
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1                      CERTIFICATE

2        I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a

3 true and correct transcript of the proceedings taken

4 by me in this matter on Tuesday, January 18, 2022,

5 and carefully compared with my original stenographic

6 notes.

7

8                    _______________________________
                   Carolyn M. Burke, Registered

9                    Professional Reporter, and
                   Notary Public in and for the

10                    State of Ohio.

11

12 My commission expires July 17, 2023.
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