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policeblotter
The blotter reflects the time, nature of the complaint and location. If a person
is charged by police, the blotter lists the time, approximate location of the
incident and the person’s name, age and home address as given to the
arresting officer. Offenses listed are charges and citations; guilt or innocence
has not been determined in court. Upon request of the person charged, upon
a judgment of not guilty or dismissal of the charges, the Register will print the
disposition of the case.

SANDUSKY POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
12:26 a.m. — 400 block Meigs St., car hits two parked
vehicles and drives away.
12:50 a.m. — 500 block Fulton St., woman complains about
neighbors talking too loudly.
12:50 a.m. — 1300 block Stone St., loud music in parked car.
1:09 a.m. — Camp and Monroe streets, Anthony J. Wilson,
33, 800 block Third St., sound amplification violation.
1:22 a.m. — Barker and Clinton streets, Paris S. Hunter, 25,
no address listed, open container in moving vehicle, sound
amplification violation.
2:31 a.m. — 500 block Madison St., vehicle backs into two
cars and leaves the scene.
3:46 a.m — Meigs and Jefferson streets, man and woman
have loud argument, the two separate for the night.
3:59 a.m. — 1300 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), car
sideswipes vehicle and leaves the scene.
7:39 a.m. — 1500 block W. Madison St., parking ticket
issued.
8:14 a.m — 1600 block Prospect St., parking ticket issued.
10:21 a.m. — 800 block Seavers Way, man says woman is
harassing him in attempt to get his bond revoked, woman
says she wants her license plates back.
11:04 a.m. — 100 block E. Shoreline Drive, marina
employees report people climbing over property fence and
stealing things from docked boats.
2:30 p.m. — 1600 block Central Ave., woman reports seeing
man attempting to break into her residence.
7:17 p.m. — First block Cedar Point Drive, two women fight
over custody of a toddler.
7:46 p.m. — Neil Street and Columbus Avenue, Michael
T. Coleman, 56, no address listed, warrant, driving under
suspension.
8:13 p.m. — 100 block Neil St., Jason S. Hicks, 40, no
address listed, sound amplification violation.
8:40 p.m. — 600 block Rockwell St., man loses smartphone.
9:12 p.m. — 2000 block Fox Run Trail, Sarah B. McGinnis,
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40, same address, warrant.
11:52 p.m. — 900 block Force Ave., intoxicated man
convinced someone is inside his home, no one found inside.
11:58 p.m. — 1100 block Tyler St., driver hits a tree and a
parked car and is ejected from vehicle.
MONDAY, SEPT. 20
12:18 a.m. — 2000 block Foxborough Circle, caller reports
gunshots, nothing found.
12:37 a.m. — 600 block E. Washington St., parking ticket
issued for expired plates.

PERKINS POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
12:57 a.m. — 4600 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), argument
at resort, woman leave the resort.
2:24 a.m. — 4000 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), Crystal L.
Gerard, 38, Toledo, OVI, open container, speed.
2:58 a.m. — 1000 block Fun Dr., woman returns dog to owner
twice in one day.
4:53 a.m. — 5900 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), woman
reports being punched by man during argument, man had left
the area.
8:48 a.m. — 900 block W. Perkins Ave., Matthew E. Stookey,
52, 1300 block Taylor St., driving under suspension.
9:17 a.m. — 2200 block Hunters Way, bag found near
residence.
12:36 p.m. — 4900 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), officer
assists with vehicle lockout.
5:47 p.m. — Ohio 2 and Milan Road (U.S. 250), Paul E.
Knaggs, 73, Bay Village, failure to obey traffic control device.
6:17 p.m. — 4700 block Kingsley Circle, Anna M. Gomez, 33,
same address, menacing.
7:45 p.m. — 100 block Randall Drive, woman reports
suspicious people knocking on her windows and doors.
7:46 p.m. — 1000 block E. Perkins Ave., Donald L. Dawson,
20, Columbus, failure to obey traffic device, no operators
license.
9:58 p.m. — 2800 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), Anthony
M. Studans, 23, Huron, theft, disorderly conduct while
intoxicated, open container.

ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF
SATURDAY, SEPT. 18
1:01 a.m. — Lawrence Avenue and Hull Road, Huron, Madalyn
R. Fullard, 20, Willard, driving under suspension.
1:25 a.m. — 4500 block Ohio 101, Sandusky, Ashlei D.
Palmer, 31, OVI, driving under suspension.
1:49 a.m. — Ohio 2 and Rye Beach Road, Huron, car rear-

ended vehicle.
3:18 p.m — 4100 block Portside Drive, Vermilion, woman
reports seeing husband’s ex-wife driving suspiciously around
her residence.
3:31 p.m. — 3200 block Country Club Lane, Huron, man
reports $6 missing from his truck.
5:45 p.m. — 2100 block Cleveland Road (U.S. 6), Huron,
man argues with hotel manager about his room.
7:15 p.m. — 4700 block Harris Road, Sandusky, man reports
his tire missing from trailer.
9:58 p.m. — 2600 block Ohio 113, Milan, 16-year-olds
charged with underage consumption at school dance.
10:38 p.m. — 3900 block Galloway Road, Sandusky,
domestic argument.
10:56 p.m. — 6000 block W. Bogart Road, Castalia, man
receives scam phone call from someone pretending to be
from phone company.
10:57 p.m. — Ohio 113 and Andress Road, Berlin Heights,
Robert M. Jackson, 46, Wakeman, OVI.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
12:02 a.m. — Ohio 113 and Wright Road, Berlin Heights,
Brian L. Vanvlerah, 46, Huron, OVI.
1:52 a.m. — 1000 Main Road, Berlin Heights, Joseph A.
Strippoli, 30, Berlin Heights, OVI.
12:15 p.m. — U.S 250 and Scheid Road, Milan, Meredith
Boyd, 40, Pennsylvania, OVI.
2:43 p.m. — U.S. 250 and U.S. 90, Milan Township, driver
strikes guardrail and continues driving.

NORWALK FIRE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
10:49 a.m. — U.S. 20, semi-trailer’s front wheels on fire. The
fire is extinguished and truck calls for service.
4:44 p.m. — First block W. Willard Ave., grill catches fire, fire
extinguished, no serious damage reported.
7:35 p.m. — 200 block Jefferson St., campfire in backyard, no
issues found.

HURON COUNTY SHERIFF
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
12:01 a.m. — 4700 block Butler N. Road, Wakeman,
suspicious person reported.
12:57 a.m. — 5100 block U.S. 250, Norwalk, disturbance
reported.
1:42 a.m. — 4200 block Ohio 61, Plymouth, Jered M. Hale,
34, Willard, warrant.

WILLARD POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
12:45 p.m. — 100 block W. Pearl St., welfare check.
12:49 p.m. — First block Woodland Ave., stray dog loose.
12:55 p.m. — 600 block Park St., loose dog returned home.
2:56 p.m. — 100 block W. Pearl St., suspicious person
reported.
3:37 p.m. — 400 block W. Pearl St., information.
5:16 p.m. — First block N. Main St., welfare check.
5:49 p.m. — 100 block Crestwood Drive, animal at large.
6:20 p.m. — First block Front St., disturbance reported.
7:30 p.m. — 100 block Main St., service requested.
8:24 p.m. — 2900 block Ohio 61, officer assists with vehicle
lockout.
8:29 p.m. — 200 block Rea Court, phone harassment.
9:00 p.m. — 600 block Park St., loose dog reported.
9:15 p.m. — 200 block Spring St., disturbance reported.
11:12 p.m. — 700 block Park St., officer assists with vehicle
lockout.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 20
8:42 a.m. — 300 block W. Pearl St., officers assist with fire
call.
10:37 a.m. — 100 block W. Walton St., officer assists with
vehicle lockout.

BELLEVUE POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
6:42 a.m. — 100 block High St., EMS call.
11:17 a.m. — 1400 block W. Main St., 911 call hangup.
3:17 p.m. — 100 block Harkness St., littering.
4:53 p.m. — 1300 block E. Main St., suspicious person.
7:58 p.m. — West Main and Northwest streets, traffic stop.
8:17 p.m. — 100 block Attwood Terrace, civil matter.
10:25 p.m. — 400 block High St., vandalism.
10:33 p.m. — 400 block Gardner St., overdose.
MONDAY, SEPT. 20
1:20 a.m. — 1100 block Castalia St., information.

StubHub forced
to issue refunds
From staff reports
COLUMBUS

An investigation into a ticket
resale company has led to
refunds for thousands of
Ohioans.
StubHub has agreed
to provide refunds for
customers who bought
tickets to events that were
later canceled due to COVID19, according to a news
release.
“We’d all like a refund from
the ride COVID has taken us
on,” Ohio Attorney General
Dave Yost said in the release.
“But in this case, there was a
written policy not followed.”
Ohio and nine other states
joined the investigation into
StubHub after receiving
complaints about the
company not upholding their

“FanProtect Guarantee”
policy.
The policy states that
customers would receive full
refunds for events that were
canceled. StubHub canceled
the policy in March 2020, and
customers were told instead
of refunds they would receive
credits for future purchases.
StubHub settled the
complaint filed by Yost. The
deal requires StubHub to
honor its policies and not
change refund policies for
purchased tickets unless
the consumer consents to
the change, according to the
release.
The company faces a
$600,000 penalty if refunds
are not provided promptly
or any other terms of the
agreement are violated.

Cleveland mayor’s
grandson slain
By The Associated Press
CLEVELAND

Authorities were seeking
a suspect in a shooting
that claimed the life of the
grandson of Cleveland Mayor
Frank G. Jackson, police said.
Police found the body of
Frank Q. Jackson, 24, near
a public housing project
in the city on Sunday
night. According to news
reports, the mayor visited
the shooting scene before
leaving.
Police released little

information about what
happened.
Frank Q. Jackson was free
on $10,000 bond while he
awaited a court appearance
for a felonious assault charge
in which he was accused
of dragging a police officer
while trying to flee his car in
January.
The grandson pleaded guilty
in 2019 to misdemeanor
assault stemming from a
fight with his then-girlfriend.
He was sentenced to 18
months probation.
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policeblotter
The blotter reflects the time, nature of the complaint and location. If a person is charged by police, the blotter lists the time, approximate location of the incident and the person’s name, age and home address as given to the arresting officer.
Offenses listed are charges and citations; guilt or innocence has not been determined in court. Upon request of the person charged, upon a judgment of not guilty or dismissal of the charges, the Register will print the disposition of the case.

SANDUSKY POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
11:26 a.m. — 1400 block Clinton St., man and his cousin
arguing loudly, man apologizes and leaves the area.
2:42 p.m. — 2200 block First St., citizen turns in driver’s
license found at park, owner contacted but no answer.
2:13 p.m. — 2100 block 2100 block Milan Road (U.S. 250),
burglary complaint.
2:48 p.m. — 200 block Meigs St., person turns in wallet with
ID, owner’s phone number is out of service.
2:54 p.m. — 1400 block E. Farwell St., parking ticket issued
for car with flat tires parked on street.
3:59 p.m. — 1600 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), man from
Florida says his mother, who was staying in Sandusky, is
missing. The man only provides limited information and
police are unable to contact him further.
7:23 p.m. — First block Cedar Point Drive, girl, 14, allegedly
hits another teen in retaliation. The fight is recorded and the
14-year old is charged with assault.
7:14 p.m. — 100 block Palmer Drive, woman reports small
safe with cash and pills stolen from her house.
7:49 p.m. — 900 block First St., Autumn R. Loretta, 45, 900
block First St., endangering children, domestic violence.
MONDAY, SEPT. 27
12:28 a.m. — 200 block Washington Court, man woken up
by something being thrown at his window, cracking it, no one
is found.
4:05 a.m. — 100 block W. Madison St., Samson Smith, 24,
Hancock St., possession of cocaine.

PERKINS POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
5:37 a.m. — 3700 block Columbus Ave., Richard S.
Willard, 38, 100 block E. High St., disorderly conduct while
intoxicated. Woman allegedly finds a person sleeping in her
vehicle.
11:42 a.m. — 200 block E. Perkins Ave., marijuana
confiscated from driver during traffic stop.
12:14 p.m. — 200 block E. Perkins Ave., woman who was
banned from store on store property.
1:15 p.m. — 1300 block E. Strub road, officer gives out of
town people a ride to food kitchen.

3:05 p.m. — 2600 block Columbus Ave., key fob found in front
of police department.
3:45 p.m. — 5500 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), officer
assists with vehicle lockout.
5:08 p.m. — 5600 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), hotel guests
refuse to leave after their checkout.
5:29 p.m. — 600 block W. Strub, complaint of patients
smoking marijuana at rehab center.
5:43 p.m. — 300 block W. Perkins Ave., man falls asleep in
the drive-thru line.
MONDAY, SEPT. 27
6:56 a.m. — 2900 block Milan Road (U.S. 250), driver is
struck by car as they leave a parking lot.

ERIE COUNTY SHERIFF
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
10:43 a.m. — 1000 block Ohio 269, Groton Township, driver
crossed center line, strikes a pole and ends up in a field,
minor injuries.

NORWALK FIRE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
1:06 p.m. — 300 block Westwind Drive, traffic crash, no
injuries reported.

NORWALK POLICE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
1:45 p.m. — 100 block Whittlesey Ave., theft reported at
market.
7:52 a.m. — 200 block E. Main St., officer euthanizes injured
deer.
8:50 a.m. — 100 block W. Main St., officer assists resident in
relocating dead deer from his yard.
MONDAY, SEPT. 27
8:36 a.m. — First block N. Linwood Ave., Eric. D. McGee, 54,
Michigan, warrant.
10:13 a.m. — first block N. Linwood Ave., Brendyn T. Ebron,
34, first block Milan Ave., warrant.

HURON COUNTY SHERIFF
FRIDAY, SEPT. 24
5:37 p.m. — 1100 block Cook Road, New London,
disturbance involving a child custody issue.

6:12 p.m. — 2700 block Ohio 224, New Haven, couple
creating disturbance at gas station.
7:32 p.m. — 5500 block Ohio 20, Wakeman, disturbance at
mobile home park, parties separated.
11:33 p.m. — Ohio 61 and Ohio 224, New Haven, Thomas
Hicks and Heather Sutter, felony narcotics.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 25
2:02 a.m. — First block E. Main St., Greenwich, assist police
with breaking up a fight.
7:18 a.m. — First block Omega Road, Greenwich, car hits
deer.
8:09 a.m. — 100 block N. Main St., North Fairfield, breaking
and entering call, nothing stolen, residence is vandalised.
2:14 p.m. — 5500 block U.S. 20, Wakeman, disturbance
reported.
2:32 p.m. —200 block Shady Lane Drive, Norwalk, civil
matter.
4 p.m. — 1200 block South Norwalk Road, Norwalk,
telephone harassment complaint.
4:31 p.m. — 3700 block Ohio 224, Greenwich, three missing
juveniles found and returned home.
9:15 p.m. — 100 block Townsend Ave., Norwalk, traffic
offense.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
1:47 a.m. — 100 block Gregory Road, Willard, disturbance at
a bar.
6:02 a.m. — 3500 block Rome Greenwich Road, suspicious
vehicle.

WILLARD POLICE
FRIDAY, SEPT. 24
9:52 a.m. — First block Hayes St., EMS call.
2 p.m. — 1000 block S. Myrtle Ave., unruly juvenile.
2:35 p.m. — 1000 block Maplewood St., trespassing
complaint.
5:47 p.m. — Section Line and Willard West roads, traffic
offense.
7:03 p.m. — 100 block Washington St., loose dog reported.
8:30 p.m. — First block Sandusky St., officer assists with
vehicle lockout.
8:56 p.m. — First block Front St., suspicious people reported.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 25
10:23 a.m. — 100 block Woodland Ave., disturbance heard
and observed.
11:43 a.m. — 500 block W. Sandusky St., officer assists with
vehicle lockout.
3:52 p.m. — 200 block Spring St., suspicious person
reported.
6:07 p.m. — First block Sandusky St., officer assists with
vehicle lockout.
10:13 p.m. — 400 block E. Walton St., suspicious person
reported.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
1:09 a.m. — Maplewood and Long streets, assist other
agency.
10:27 a.m. — 300 block Woodbine St., assist other agency.
2:59 p.m. — 600 block Myrtle Ave., unruly juvenile.
3:49 p.m. — 400 block Park St., civil matter.
4:15 p.m. — 200 block E. Walton St., private property crash.
4:28 p.m. — 400 block E. Walton St., vehicle lock out.
7:54 p.m. — 200 block Clark St., suspicious person reported.
9:15 p.m. — 200 block Spring Court, noise disturbance.
MONDAY, SEPT. 27
10:08 a.m. — 300 block W. Emerald St., woman causing a
disturbance.

BELLEVUE POLICE
FRIDAY, SEPT. 24
10:43 p.m. — 300 block Derby Lane, EMS call.
11:32 p.m. — 900 block Monroe St., noise complaint.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 25
1:52 a.m. — 400 block Lawrence St., Intoxicated people
arguing, agree to sleep in separate bedrooms.
4:04 a.m. — 500 block Derby Lane, woman reports man
makes threats towards her and wants him to leave.
8:28 a.m. — 200 block Oakland Ave., lost cellphone reported.
9:03 a.m. — West Main Street and Yorkshire Place, traffic
stop.
11:20 a.m. — 900 block Monroe St., EMS for difficulty
breathing.
3:11 p.m. — 100 block McDonald Drive, hazard.
5:08 p.m. — West Main and Lawrence streets, property
found.
7:40 p.m. — 100 block Auxiliary Drive, EMS call.
9:17 p.m. — 200 block Oakland Ave., assist other agency.
SUNDAY, SEPT. 26
12:03 a.m. — 100 block Hickory St., Assault.
2:23 a.m. — 300 block North St., disorderly conduct.
1:14 p.m. — 200 block Southwest St., dog in a jeep, windows
down and top was off, no issues seen.

Murder suspect
appears in court
By COLLEEN CARROLL
colleencarroll@tandemnetwork.
com
SANDUSKY

A suspect charged in
connection to the fatal
shooting of an 18-year-old
Sandusky man appeared in
court Monday for a pre-trial
hearing.
Jacob Owens, 18, of Penns
Grove, New Jersey, is charged
with aggravated murder for
the death of Tajour Tye, who
was shot on Erie Street on
June 13.
Owens and two other teens
from New Jersey, Timothy W.
Hill, 19, and a 16-year old,
were arrested for their alleged

involvement
in Tye’s killing.
Hill is indicted
with felonious
assault, and
the 16-year-old
was initially
charged with
Owens
complicity to
murder.
Owens and Hill are also
indicted for tampering with
evidence. Sandusky police
found what they believe to
be the disassembled murder
weapon, a 9mm handgun, in
a creek in Bellevue.
Owens entered a not guilty
plea in July. His trial date has
not been scheduled yet.

DeWine lobbyist resigns
By JULIE CARR SMYTH
Associated Press
COLUMBUS

Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine’s
top lobbyist, a man linked to
an ongoing federal bribery
probe but never charged,
resigned Friday after three
years on the job.
Legislative Director Dan
McCarthy cited “the pace and
grind” of the job and referred
to predecessors who warned
him against serving more
than two years.
“I know I’ve run quite
a bit over my two-year
commitment but I think now

is the right time to resign as
your Legislative Director,”
McCarthy wrote in his letter to
the Republican DeWine.
Federal prosecutors
charged five individuals
last year, including the
then-House speaker, with
orchestrating a $60 million
bribery scheme to assure the
2019 passage of a bill bailing
out two nuclear power plants.
Prosecutors say the scheme
also involved killing efforts to
put a petition on the ballot to
overturn the bailout.
Read more of this story at
sanduskyregister.com.
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BGSU Rugby Team is getting recognition
Club sports now under athletic department
There will still be
and a half ago, and this
a division between
included club sports,
intramural sports and the collegiate sports and
recreation and wellness,
The rugby team is mov- recreation center.
but club teams will get
Switaj said this
ing up within Bowling
change helps bring more some benefits from this
Green State University.
structure to club sports. change.
The team, along with
Switaj said club teams
The rugby program is
all other club sports, is
will have access to more
viewed as the golden
now a part of the Falcon
campus facilities. The
standard for the other
athletic department.
department will also
club teams.
BGSU Club Sports
hire coaches for some of
“What they (rugby)
Director Bill Switaj said
the club teams, just like
have done is what we
Athletic Director Bob
how rugby has a coach.
are trying to use as a
Moosbrugger inherited
1
8/25/21
2:35 the
PM past couple
For
template for our other
recreation4.8775x3_Penta_CallAlumni_FINAL_821_HI.pdf
and wellness
club sports,” Switaj said. decades, BGSU has
on campus about a year

By Drew Terhall

bgsports@aimmediamidwest.com

Calling ALL ALUMNI!

Penta Career Center is seeking nominations for its Annual
Outstanding Alumni Awards.
■ Nominees must have completed a High School or
Adult Education program at Penta prior to 2011
■ Applications are available by calling 419-661-6351 or
visit pentacareercenter.org
■ Completed Applications Due: September 24, 2021
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been home to a rugby
dynasty.
The team has been
the Mid American
Conference champions
every year since 1982.
They also have been a
national finalist 16 times
in the past 20 years.
BGSU won a national
championship in 2018,
beating St. Joseph’s of
Philadelphia 26-7.
The team is off to a
great start this year.
They are 3-0 with wins
over Michigan, Ohio and
MAC newcomer Pittsburgh.
The Falcons were the
only MAC team to get a
win over a non-conference team this year with
their win over Michigan.
In that match, BGSU won
47-17.
“I guess you could call
it a minor victory of sorts
for the Wolverines. It was
the first time they have
scored on us since 2010
— eight games ago,” BG
rugby operations manager Roger Mazzarella
said.
The series between
the Falcons and
Wolverines has been

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.

Photo by Roger Mazzarella

Sam Hooper, a Perrysburg High School graduate, runs with the ball.

a one-sided affair.
Michigan has only
beaten BGSU once since
1983.
“I guess we are sort
of in a competition with
Ohio State,” Mazzarella
said, with a chuckle.
After not playing last
year due to the coronavirus, the team is ranked
first in Goff Rugby’s Week
3, all D1 rankings.
The team is accomplishing all of this with
a very young team, Mazzarella said. A majority of the team is made
up of freshmen and
sophomores. There are
only four seniors on the
60-man roster.
Head coach Tony Mazzarella spent most of last
year getting the team
stocked and ready for
this season.
“We knew as soon
as COVID hit that we
needed to shoot towards
a fall 2021 restart and
all of our efforts went
into scouring Ohio to
make up the next crew
that was going to keep
us rolling,” Tony Mazzarella said.
Centers Hudson

Tafelski and Cam Huber
played at Perrysburg
High School. Perrysburg
graduate Sam Hooper
signed onto the team
after a four year stint in
the U.S. Marine Corps.
Center Griffin Black
played at Anthony
Wayne.
“The number 1 ranking puts a big huge target on our backs and the
young players are going
to have to get used to
everybody coming at
us from every direction
just so they can hang
that Bowling Green hide
on their wall,” Tony
Mazzarella said. “There
aren’t going to be any
breather games the rest
of the year. It’s going to
be a season of bayonet
charges and hand-tohand fighting week after
week.”
The team plays a
game every Saturday.
Their home games are
played at the College
Park Rugby Field on Poe
Road, across from the
Wood County Airport.
Their next game is at
home against Western
Michigan at 1 p.m.

Sports briefs

Tennis

Perrysburg split their last two matches leading into
the NLL Tournament play. They are now 9-6 and finished with a 5-2 record within the NLL.
The Jackets took on Southview High School for
their Senior Night last week, winning all five courts.
Mona Abdul-Aziz won 6-2 6-0
Emerson Metzger won 6-1 6-1
Abby Effner won 6-4 6-3
Rachel Ward and Lexie O’Connell won 6-0 6-0
Anna Snider and Sam Retting won 6-2 6-0
Perrysburg faced stiff competition against St. Ursula last week.
Mona Abdul-Aziz lost 6-0 6-1
Emerson Metzger lost 6-0 6-1
Devika Bhavsar lost 6-1 6-1
Rachel Ward and Brianna Dunham lost 6-3 6-2
Allison Barry and Kora Ziegler lost 4-6 6-3 11-9 in a
supertiebreaker.

Volleyball
In their first home match of the season, the Bowling
Green State University volleyball team (4-6) swept
Oakland (6-5). This was the final non-conference
match of the regular season for the Falcons, who
open Mid-American Conference play next weekend at
Akron.
Set 1: BGSU 25, Oakland 9. The Falcons started
with a 4-0 lead and never looked back. After an Oakland kill made the score 8-5 in favor of BGSU, the
Falcons went on a 6-0 run. Three of those points came
from a Katelyn Meyer kill, with a Katie Kidwell ace
capping the run. Another Oakland kill briefly halted
the run, but the Falcons responded with four consecutive points. Katie Kidwell clinched the set with a kill,
giving the Falcons a 1-0 set lead.
Set 2: BGSU 25, Oakland 17. The Falcons once
again jumped out to a quick start, taking an early 4-1
lead. The Golden Grizzlies would cut their deficit to
one, but a 6-1 Falcon run forced an Oakland timeout.
Just like the first set, the score favored BGSU, 11-5, at
the break. BG sustained momentum after the timeout,
scoring four of the next six points to force another
Oakland timeout. A pair of attack errors by the
Golden Grizzlies stretched the BGSU lead to 10, then
the Falcons would close the set on a 3-0 run to take a
commanding 2-0 lead.
Set 3: BGSU 25, Oakland 16. Oakland scored the
first two points of the third set, but BGSU rallied with
a 4-0 run to gain the advantage. They maintained
this lead for the duration of the set, with Indrova and
Meyer each collecting five kills. Oakland trimmed the
Falcon lead to three near the midpoint, but BGSU
answered with a 3-0 run. After a BGSU attack error
made the score 19-13, BG scored five straight points
to reach match point. Although Oakland held off
the Falcons and scored three points, Katie Kidwell
clinched the set and match with her 11th kill of the
day.
Falcon stat leaders:
Kills: Petra Indrova (12), Katelyn Meyer (12), Katie
Kidwell (11)
Assists: Hanna Laube (36)
Digs: Julia Walz (13)
Aces: Julia Walz (2)
Blocks: Madelynn Luebcke (4 block assists)
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Indians beat Royals in last home game before name change
By Tom Withers
AP Sports Writer

CLEVELAND — The
Cleveland Indians won
their last home game
before becoming the
Guardians, beating the
Kansas City Royals 8-3
on Monday to close a run
that started in 1915 and
will continue next season
with a new identity.
Amed Rosario homered and Cal Quantrill
pitched six strong innings
to delight a Progressive
Field crowd of 13,121 that
came to see their team as
the Indians play one last
time. Rosario finished
with four hits and three
RBIs.
Cleveland’s Bradley
Zimmer homered off
his brother, Kansas City
reliever Kyle Zimmer, in
the eighth.
Salvador Perez drove in
two runs for the Royals.
The home finale was
the club’s final game in
Cleveland as the Indians,
ending a 106-year run in
a city where the name
will forever be attached to
those of legendary players like Bob Feller, Larry

viously scheduled off day.
The adjustment allowed
fans who wouldn’t have
otherwise attended to
catch history, and there
were lines at the ballpark’s ticket office — an
uncommon sight for a
team that has struggled
with attendance.
Ed Sosinski of Wickliffe, Ohio, nabbed a pair
of seats in the upper deck,
partly as a birthday present for his wife, Michelle,
Tony Dejak | AP and to close a chapter.
Cleveland Indians’ Amed Rosario hits an RBI-single in the sixth
“I was here for their
inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals on first exhibition game in
Monday in Cleveland.
1994, and I thought it
was appropriate to come
message.
Doby and Jim Thome.
for the last game as IndiAnd in the ninth
But now the Indians
ans,” he said. “I had no
are a memory, just not yet inning, fans chanted
excuse not to come.”
“Let’s Go Indians!”
faded or distant.
Once the Indians play
Cleveland won two
The team announced
their 2021 finale in Texas
World Series (1920 and
the name change earlier
1948) as the Indians, and on Oct. 3, there will
this year in the wake of
be a transition period
came close to winning
a nationwide reckoning
before the name officially
it all in 1995, 1997 and
over racist names and
changes to Guardians,
2016 only to twice lose
symbols. For some, the
change was overdue. Oth- in heartbreaking fashion. selected from over 1,000
entries submitted during
Now, baseball’s longest
ers still aren’t ready.
a renaming process.
current title drought
When “Take Me
Cleveland fans have
carries on under a new
Out to The Ballgame”
been understandably
name.
was played during the
Monday’s matinee was conflicted — and divided
seventh-inning stretch,
—- about the change and
a makeup from a rainout
Cleveland fans shouted
expressed their widelast week, pushing the
“root, root, root for the
Indians’ sendoff to a pre- range of feelings as they
Indians!” as if to send a

Votto helps Reds
beat Pirates 13-1 to
stay in playoff race
base a lot with a high
average.”
Castellanos hit two
CINCINNATI (AP) — sacrifice flies before beltJoey Votto homered twice ing his 33rd homer in the
sixth, a three-run shot to
and drove in four runs,
center.
and the Cincinnati Reds
Reiver Sanmartin
pounded the Pittsburgh
pitched 5 2/3 innings of
Pirates 13-1 on Wednesone-run ball for Cincinday to stay alive in the
nati in his big league
race for the second NL
debut. The 25-year-old
wild card.
left-hander struck out five
Nick Castellanos,
and walked one in the
rookie Jonathan India
makeup of a rainout last
and Eugenio Suarez also
week.
connected as Cincinnati
“I was very impressed
(82-75) posted its fourth
straight victory, clinching with Sanmartin,” Bell
a second straight winning said. “It was just like
we’ve heard about him.
season. Castellanos had
He threw strikes. I’m sure
five RBIs, and India
he enjoyed every minute
finished with four hits
of it.”
and scored four times.
Sanmartin was pro“I’d be lying if I said
moted from Triple-A LouNick and I weren’t
competing. Competition isville to step in for Wade
Miley, who is on the
is in our nature. When
injured list with a neck
he drives in runs it
strain. Sanmartin became
doesn’t affect me. I still
have my chances,” Votto the first Cincinnati pitcher to win his first career
said. “I’m taking more
start since Amir Garrett
chances and with that
in 2017.
comes more outs but I
“I was pretty emotional
knew I could hit more
all day,” Sanmartin said
home runs and drive in
through a translator. “I
more runs.”
The Reds pulled with- wanted to prove to everyone I belong here. There
in 5 1/2 games of idle
St. Louis for the second were nerves in the beginwild card. The Cardinals ning but after that I was
able to concentrate.”
(87-69) need just one
Anthony Alford had
more win to secure the
two hits for last-place
spot.
“It is tough to see any- Pittsburgh (58-98),
thing when your overall including a double. Alford
scored the Pirates’ run on
goal is to make the
Sanmartin’s wild pitch in
postseason,” manager
the fifth.
David Bell said of the
team’s winning record.
“Maybe when it’s all over About this year
we can enjoy the winning
It’s the first winning
season.”
record for Cincinnati in a
The 38-year-old Votto
162-game season since it
made a successful return went 90-72 in 2013. The
to the lineup after missReds went 31-29 in the
ing two games with a sore 60-game 2020 season.
left knee.
The first baseman hit
Trainer’s room
a two-run shot off ConReds: RHP Luis Casnor Overton (0-1) during tillo was placed on the
the Reds’ four-run first
family medical emergency
inning, and then conlist. He is scheduled to
nected for another twomake his next start on
run drive against Cody
Friday at Pittsburgh.
Ponce in the fourth. The
six-time All-Star has 35
Up next
homers and 96 RBIs in
Reds: Head to Chicago
his best season since he for a two-game series
nearly won a second NL against the AL Central
MVP award in 2017.
champion White Sox.
“I could have hit 50
RHP Riley O’Brien is
home runs in my prime
slated to make his big
but I didn’t think it was league debut Tuesday
as productive for the
night, and RHP
team,” Votto said. “I
Reynaldo López (3-3,
wanted to do what Juan 3.16 ERA) starts for the
Soto is doing, get on
White Sox.

By Gary Schatz
Associated Press

prepared to say goodbye
to the only name they’ve
known.
It’s been a mixture
of sadness, resentment
toward owner Paul Dolan
for making the switch and
the anticipation of a new
beginning.
Acting Indians manager
DeMarlo Hale empathizes
with those who might not
be ready to see the Indians go.
“Years and years and
years,” Hale said. “I
know it’s different in a
sense when you take
on change. But I truly
believe that it’s going to
be embraced over the
years.”
The Indians’ last game
led to a late run on merchandise.
On Sunday, prices
in the team shop were
further slashed as fans
bought T-shirts, caps —
anything with Indians
on it.
“It’s kind of cleared
out,” said Gray Cooper,
a high school English
teacher from Lakewood,
Ohio. “I’ve got enough
Indians stuff that I probably won’t be wearing

anymore.”
The switch to Guardians has begun.
For Monday’s game,
there were 2022 schedules featuring the team’s
new scripted logo
stacked in the back of
the press box.
“It just doesn’t look
right,” one member of
the TV crew said as he
passed by.
Beyond the team’s
name change, it’s been
a bumpy season for the
Indians on several other
fronts.
An injury to reigning
AL Cy Young Award
winner Shane Bieber
played a role in the club
falling too far back to
catch the Chicago White
Sox, who clinched their
first AL Central title
since 2008 last week in
Cleveland.
Indians manager Terry
Francona had to step
away in July to undergo
two operations, clouding his future. And, it’s
been a little quieter at
home games as longtime
drummer John Adams
wasn’t around due to
health reasons.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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from the Ohio Department of
Health to avoid mosquito bites:
use insect repellent when you go
outdoors; when weather permits,
wear long sleeves, long pants,
and socks when outdoors. Mosquitoes may bite through thin
clothing, so spraying clothes
with repellent will provide extra
protection. Take extra care during peak mosquito biting hours
(dawn and dusk). Repellent containing DEET, Picaridin, Oil of
Lemon, Eucalyptus or IR3535
are all recommended.
Be sure to drain all standing
water at least once a week - even
small amounts of water (one cup
or less) can be home to hundreds
of mosquito larve. These places
include discarded tires, bird
baths, pet water dishes, buckets,
flower pots and gutters.
Mosquito proof your home by
installing or repairing screens on
windows and doors to keep mosquitoes outside. Use your air
conditioning, if you have it.
“Taking these steps will help
protect against mosquito-borne
diseases, including WNV, La
Crosse Virus, and Zika Virus,”
Terakedis said.
For information on mosquito
control activities or for up-todate mosquito-borne disease information,
please
visit
www.tchdnow.org or call 330343-5550.

WEST NILE ... continued from Page 1
“We don’t want anyone in our
community to panic,” explained
Caroline Terekedis, Tuscarawas
County Health Department’s Environmental Health Director.
“We issue this notice to let residents know that West Nile Virus
infected mosquitoes are active in
the area and to share steps you
can take to help prevent exposure.”
West Nile virus (WNV) is the
leading cause of mosquito-borne
disease in the United States. It is
commonly found in Africa, Asia,
and the Middle East and was first
found in a woman in the West
Nile District of Uganda in 1937.
Most commonly, it is spread by
the bite of an infected mosquito.
There are no vaccines to prevent
the disease in humans.
It is most commonly spread to
people by the bite of an infected
mosquito. Cases of WNV occur
during mosquito season, which
starts in the summer and continues through fall. There are no
vaccines to prevent or medications to treat WNV in people.
Fortunately, most people infected with WNV do not feel
sick. About 1 in 5 people who are
infected develop a fever and

other symptoms.
Symptoms
Most people (8 out of 10) infected with WNV do not develop
any symptoms.
About 1 in 5 people who are
infected with WNV will develop
a fever with other symptoms
such as headache, body aches,
joint pains, vomiting, diarrhea,
or rash. Most people recover
completely, but fatigue and
weakness can last for weeks or
months.
About 1 in 150 who become
infected will develop a more serious illness. It can include a high
fever, headache, neck stiffness,
vision loss, and paralysis. This
can also include the patient going
into a comatose state. Numbness
and paralysis have also been reported. These severe symptoms
can last weeks or be permanent.
It should be noted that people
over the age of 50 who have
other health problems like diabetes and high blood pressure are
the most at risk.
Prevention
Residents are encouraged to
follow these recommendations
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Fritter fryers needed
By Beverly Keller
The Budget

Gerber. “We are excited to see more energy with
this part of the festival, something that everyone
enjoys. Knowing that we are going to be able to
any hands make light work.
offer this big part of our event for years to come
With that thought in mind, the Garaway Ath- is a good thing.”
letic Program is looking to the community for
For the first year, members of the church will
willing hands to work during the three days
“coach” the coaches, athletes, parents, and
of the Ohio Swiss Festival to makcommunity members on the way it’s
ing the ever-famous apple fritdone, one apple at a time, from 32
ters. “We need a lot of
bushels which equates to
volunteers to make this
about 1,536 pounds of apwork,” explained Garples that are each sliced
away Athletic Direcinto approximately 10
tor Chip Amicone.
pieces. That is a lot of
Earlier this year
precision and accuthe Ohio Swiss
racy that needs to be
Festival entered
passed down from
into an agreement
the veterans of the
with the First
stand. In order to
Mennonite
make the event a sucChurch that allows
cess, much organizathe Ohio Swiss Festion has been done.
tival to operate and
There are shifts that can
eventually own the
be signed up for online
stand over the next few
using this url:
years. To make sure this
https://bit.ly/3AtG4LX
steadfast tradition keeps on fritThere are spots for apple ring
tering, the OSF
File photo makers, batter creteamed with the Serving up piping hot fritters is one of the many oppor- ators, dishwashers,
Garaway Athletic tunities to volunteer at this year’s Ohio Swiss Festival. runners, cashiers,
Department to run
and fryers from 2
the
operation.
p.m. on Thursday af“We see this as a great partnership that supports ternoon until 11 p.m. on Saturday night. When
the children, the future of the Garaway District,” going to the link, be sure to page through both
explained Ohio Swiss Festival President Scott pages of slot listings, dates, and times.
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Agricultural Ivermectin is a don’t
By Beverly Keller
The Budget

I

t is a drug that was developed to help keep animals parasite-free.
Many local farm supply stores have seen a rush of people to purchase
it. However, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has a stern
warning for people who are opting to self-medicate with Ivermectin
as a way to prevent COVID-19.
A conversation with a consumer at a local retailer who was carefully examing the packaging revealed that he believed it was an approved method to prevent COVID-19, pointing to a photo he had
saved from social media on his phone that explained how to use the
drug. However, the tube in his hand was Ivermectin paste. It is used
to treat parasites in animals. It is also used for humans for things like
rosacea or head lice. Neither the FDA nor the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) have approved the drug for COVID-19.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there
are about 88,000 new weekly prescriptions for the drug at retail pharmacies, up from 3,600 per week before the pandemic hit. That spike
correlates with calls to Poison Control for Ivermectin use in humans
that have gone up 3,000 percent since January 2021.
Dr. David Vearrier, a toxicologist who works with the Poison Control Center, noted that so much misinformation on social media has
gone viral concerning Ivermectin that the calls have skyrocketed.
“When these things become viral, a lot of people jump on the bandwagon,” he explained. “Folks are believing that it’s somehow possible
that this medication will either reduce transmission or reduce the degree of symptoms of COVID-19, neither of which is correct.”
Executive Director of the American Association of Bovine Practitioners in Ashland, Fred Gingerich, noted that he uses Ivermectin to
treat cattle as well as sheep, pigs, and horses. He noted that there are
other formulations of the drug that are used to prevent heartworms in
dogs. "There's no evidence that I'm aware of that it has any usefulness
for viral infections in cattle," he said. "It's pretty much used as a dewormer."

Right now the FDA is conducting studies to learn more about the
drug. However, it has not authorized the use of the drug to prevent or
treat COVID-19 in animals or people. It should be noted that taking
the drug in large doses is dangerous and the medicine available over
the counter for animals is very different from what is dispensed by a
pharmacy and prescribed for a certain medical condition. First and
foremost, it is developed to treat an animal weighing about 700
pounds. Taking the drug as manufactured for animals can put the person taking it in the hospital. According to the FDA, another big concern are the inactive ingredients of the drug that are approved for
animals but not humans. Typical signs of poisoning from Ivermectin
include nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea. Overdose symptoms include
confusion, hallucinations, seizures, comas, and death.
The Poison Control Center noted that an adult drank an injection

of Ivermectin meant for a cow as a preventative measure to ensure
they would not get COVID-19. The individual was hospitalized with
confusion, tremors, drowsiness, and abnormally rapid breathing. The
patient recovered but was hospitalized for nine days. In another case,
an adult patient took Ivermectin tablets they purchased online. The patient was taking five pills per day and had been doing so for five days.
The hospitalized individual was disoriented and unable to follow even
basic commands like holding up their left hand or standing on one leg.
The patient improved after stopping the consumption of the pills.
The bottom line, according to the CDC, is to know that Ivermectin
has not been approved to treat or prevent COVID-19. Do not swallow
this drug that is typically meant to be applied to the skin as a lotion,
cream, or spray. The only preventative measure approved to date is to
be vaccinated.
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Hot Head Grill and Cantina to open soon
By Alex Shope
Editorial Assistant
As Jackson area residents
have expectantly awaited
the Grand Opening of Hot
Head Mexican Grill and
Cantina, their patience has
been rewarded with an update on the popular restaurant.
Located in the McCarty
Crossing Shopping Center
in Jackson, the restaurant is
taking the space left behind
from the former GNC Nutrition store and the former
Armed and Ready gun store.
Work began on the project
in early June of 2021 as
Randy Evans’ Construction
remodeled the interior of the
two unoccupied storefronts.
Promising a restaurant
that will seat 100, a bar that
will seat nine and serve alcoholic beverages, a drive-thru
pickup window and outdoor
patio seating, the restaurant
will also provide roughly
20 jobs for the community.
Fans of the restaurant in its
many other locations will
attest to the tastiness of their
famous burritos, bowls, nachos, tacos, and wide array
of sauces and spices.
A spokesperson of Randy Evans’ Construction recently told The Telegram

After the sign from the former GNC store was removed at the McCarty Crossing Shopping
Center, three new signs marking the location as the Hot Head Mexican Grill and Cantina
were hung above the doors and pick-up window. The new outdoor patio area is also shown
here. This “signing” event marked the countdown to the opening of the restaurant, which
is expected to welcome customers, hopefully, on Monday, Oct. 11. (Telegram Photo by Alex
Shope)
that work on the restaurant
is expected to be completed
in roughly a month or less,
with a tentative opening date
of Monday, Oct. 11. Unfortunately, this person also
stated that getting building
materials shipped to the
location was becoming an
increasingly frustrating hassle. Jordan Thornsberry, the
owner and operator of the
Jackson Hot Head franchise,

was able to confirm this.
“If it were up to us, we’d
be open right now,” Thornsberry commented. “We
wanted to open in August,
then the 20th of this month,
but we’ve had some shipping issues, some problems
with our walk-in freezer, so
the ball’s just not really in
our court right now. We’ll
be opening as soon as we get
there, though.”

A “signing” event also
took place on Thursday,
Sept. 9, where the three
signs shown in the photo
were hung above the entryways and pick-up window
of Hot Head. Until Sept. 9,
the GNC sign had been in
place above the restaurant.
More updates on the Hot
Head Mexican Grill and Cantina will be reported as information is made available.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.

Beverly Ondera
opens Higher Ground
Wellness Center
counseling practice
Jackson resident Beverly Ondera, LPCC, has announced the opening of her
private counseling practice
in Jackson: Higher Ground
Wellness Center. This new
practice is located in The
Office Commons building at
135 E. Huron St. in Jackson.
Beverly is a Licensed
Professional Clinical Counselor with the State of Ohio.
She has a B.A. in Psychology and a M.Ed. in Clinical
Mental Health Counseling. She works with adolescents and adults, including
couples, to support those
struggling with depression,
anxiety, grief and relational
issues such as pre-marital
counseling, marital stress
and parent/child relationships.
Beverly is a member of
the American Counseling
Association, American Association of Christian Counseling and the Ohio Counseling Association.
Payment for the Center’s
services may be contracted
to accept a variety of insurance plans from both in-network and out-of-network
services.
Beverly states: “My desire is to connect with people
in their difficulties and dis-

Beverly Ondera

appointments. I’ll help you
gain life skills to move past
negative emotions or painful
life events, thereby enabling
you to move on with a happier and more productive life.
If you are having difficulty
in relationships with others,
we find that our relationships are often affected by
our negative or hurtful life
experiences. Coming to a
counselor will help you navigate difficult relationship
issues and bring about reconciliation and peace with
family and friends. Families
with divorce and remarriage
often need the support of a
therapist to navigate tumultuous relational waters.”

King’s Daughters Medical
Center earns national
recognition for promoting
organ donation
King’s Daughters Medical Center recently earned
national recognition for its
efforts to increase organ, eye
and tissue donor registrations through the Workplace
Partnership for Life (WPFL)
Hospital Organ Donation
Campaign.
“We are honored to receive this recognition,” said
Stephanie Copley, senior director of Clinical Services,
Critical Care at King’s
Daughters. “To those in
need, organ, tissue and eye
donation and transplantation
are a second chance at life.
To those who give, it is an
opportunity to leave a legacy of hope and love.”
The campaign is a national initiative that unites the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Health
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), and
the organ donation community with workplaces across
the nation in spreading the

word about the importance
of donation. It challenges hospitals and healthcare
organizations to “let life
bloom” by educating staff,
patients, visitors and communities about the critical
need for organ, eye and tissue donation, including offering opportunities to register as organ donors.
King’s Daughters Medical Center earned Platinum
recognition for conducting
awareness and registry activities between October 2020
and April 2021, prompting
new donor registrations
during that period, and for
responding to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic and
navigating those changes
and challenges.
Kings Daughters Medical Specialties, which offers primary-care medical
services, is located at 14395
State Route 93, Jackson, at
the intersection of Four Mile
Road,

VITA program
seeks volunteers
for 2021 tax season
The Workforce and Business Development Program
(W&B) at Community Action Committee of Pike
County (CAC) is seeking
volunteers for the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) Free Tax Preparation Program for the 2021
tax season.
In-depth training on preparing tax returns will be
provided to all volunteers
to ensure confidence and
accuracy prior to the start of
the 2021 tax season. Upon
completion of the training,
volunteers will be able to
use the TaxSlayer computer
software to file tax returns.
All prepared returns are reviewed with the taxpayer
prior to submission to the
IRS.
“The VITA service provides opportunities and
empowerment for our local area,” said Lisa Pfeifer,
Director of the Workforce
and Business Development
Program. “Residents can
have their income tax returns prepared at no cost

by well-trained volunteers
who are helping make a
major difference to these
residents. We are grateful to
the volunteers who commit
their time, effort and energy
into making a difference in
the lives of those who need
it. Because of our amazing volunteers, we are able
to provide this service not
only to Pike County but to
our neighboring counties as
well.”
Additional information
about the VITA program
can be found at www.workforcebusinessdevelopment.
org. If you would like to
sign up to be a 2021 VITA
volunteer, please contact
Ashley Stewart at 740-2892371 ext. 7034 or at astewart@pikecac.org.
Under the Volunteer Protection Act of 1997, all VITA
volunteers are protected
from liability for negligent
acts they perform within
the scope of their volunteer
responsibilities. Full details
can be found within IRS
Publication 4961.
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Holzer of Gallipolis Jackson County Senior Citizens Car
reports huge spike in
Show scheduled for October 2nd
COVID-19 inpatients

The Holzer Health System of Gallipolis has released an alarming statement regarding their intake
of COVID-19 patients.
Due to the fact that all
COVID-19 patients requiring extended hospitalization at Holzer facilities are
sent to the Gallipolis Center, the hospital has quickly
become overwhelmed by
the number of patients requiring medical care due
to COVID-19. As of Tuesday, Sept. 27, 86 patients
are currently hospitalized to be treated for their
COVID-related illnesses;
of those patients, only 13
were vaccinated. This also
brings the number of total
inpatients at the facility
who are COVID-19 positive to 46 percent of the
entire population.
Many local hospitals
have appealed to the public
to get vaccinated against
the coronavirus and help
put a stop to this enormous
influx of patients that have
stretched strained medical staff thin. In a public
COVID-19 update issued

By Trevor Bailey
Telegram Staff Writer

by Gov. Mike DeWine, Suzanne Bennett, M.D., the
Extracorporeal Membrane
Oxygenation
(ECMO)
Program Director of the
University of Cincinnati
Health, said, “These rising
numbers of sick COVID
patients places a significant burden on our hospital
beds, our medical teams
and, worse yet, it creates
scenarios that no one wants
to think about – where we
do not have the space for
patients who would otherwise benefit from receiving
their care at large academic
medical centers. We now
need the help of the people in our community more
than ever so that no one
else needs to die from this
disease.”
Approximately 97 percent of patients of all ages
in Ohio hospitals today are
unvaccinated.
Holzer Healthy Systems
urges the public to continue wearing masks, socially
distance, wash their hands
and, for those that are able,
get the COVID-19 vaccine
if they have not already.

The Jackson County Senior Citizens will be hosting a Car Show this upcoming weekend on Saturday,
Oct. 2 for anyone to attend.
From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
the Car Show will take
place at the 25 E. Mound
St. in Jackson on the
grounds of the Jackson Se-

nior Citizens Center. Those
interested in participating
must register from 10 a.m.
to 11 a.m.
The senior citizens will
be placing the winners of
the Car Show into the following categories: Favorite
Interior, Favorite Engine,
Favorite Paint, Favorite
G.M., Favorite Ford, Favorite Mopar, Favorite
Truck, Favorite ‘90-‘99,

Favorite ’00-Present, Favorite Convertible, Favorite Corvette, Favorite
Unique, Favorite Tractor,
and People’s Choice.
Also, a cornhole tournament will take place at 11
a.m., the sign-up for which
will be from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. Throughout the entire
event will be a vendor fair.
Additionally, there will be a
“BlingO” game, sponsored

by Four Winds, which will
occur at 1 p.m. For any
children in attendance will
be a Scooter Board Relay
Race at 2 p.m., which requires two per team.
The menu consists of
pulled pork, beans, cornbread, coleslaw, and a dessert and drink for only $8.
For more information, call
(740) 286-2909 or (740)
395-6991.

Oak Hill track to possibly be coated soon
By Trevor Bailey
Telegram Staff Writer
At the most recent Oak
Hill Union Local Schools
Board of Education meeting, the state of the track
and when it will be coated
in rubber and be able to be
used by district athletes
was addressed.
Prior to the Oaks’ football game on Friday, Sept.

10, all industrial equipment was removed from
the grounds to signify the
completion of the layer
of asphalt needed for the
track.
“We’re ahead of schedule,” stated Superintendent Dr. Marci Shepard
with excitement.
As of the Wednesday,
Sept. 15 Board meeting,
crews were expected to

begin work on coating the
asphalt with a layer of rubber, but only if the weather
cooperated.
According to members
of the Bboard, the crew in
charge of the track would
need to coat the track then
allow it to cure for two
weeks before painting it
with the necessary lines
and symbols. If the date
was pushed back any fur-

ther, the crew would have
to put it off until spring of
2022.
However, the Board remained optimistic despite
this news, as the crew previously stated that the asphalt would be laid down
later in the springtime as
well, but with the asphalt
having been put down this
past month, expectations
were already exceeded.

Jackson city paving heads into home stretch
By Pete Wilson
Telegram Editor

The first year of the
City of Jackson’s five-year
paving program is heading

into the home stretch,
During Monday evening’s meeting of Jackson City Council, Mayor
Randy Evans reported that
the contractor for the paving program, G&J Paving
of Chillicothe, would be
back in town this week to
pave portions of State and
Bridge streets in the city.
After that work is finished,
Evans reported that half
of the remaining unpaved
streets in Fairmount Cemetery would be paved. If
the weather cooperates,
Evans expects all the paving work to be done either
this week or next week.
The city’s street paving
program is being financed
from the proceeds of the

1.5-percent city income
tax which was approved by
voters in the 2019 General
Election. Evans has said
the paving program would
not be possible without the
income tax revenue.
The tax will remain in
effect for 5 years and a
portion of the money each
year will be allocated for
street paving. Evans has
said the paving work will
continue past the 5-year
period if the income tax is
renewed.
Evans said the city administration is already
compiling a priority list of
streets for next year and he
invited city councilmen to
offer their input and suggestions.

News Briefs
Vinton County Elections Board
to meet Wednesday, Sept. 29

The Vinton County Board of Elections will meet in
special session at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 29 at the Elections Office, located at 31935 State Route 93, McArthur.
The purpose of the meeting will be to welcome new
board members and to prepare for the upcoming General
Election.

City of Wellston announces upcoming
road closure on South Maine Avenue

This Thursday, Sept. 30, South Maine Avenue from McGhee Lane to State Route 32 will be closed from 8 a.m. to 11
a.m. Please seek an alternate route.

Jackson City School District Board to
discuss personnel on Thursday, Sept. 30

The Jackson City School District Board of Education
will be holding a special meeting on Thursday, Sept. 30
at 9:30 p.m. at the Jackson City Schools District Office.
The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss employment of personnel. This meeting will be held in executive session.

Jackson County Veterans Service
Commission to meet Wednesday, Sept. 29

The monthly meeting of the Jackson County Veterans
Service Commission has been rescheduled to 3:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Sept. 29. The regularly scheduled September
meeting for the same time on Monday, Sept. 27, had to be
rescheduled due to the lack of a quorum. Meetings are held
at the Jackson County Veterans Service Office at 157 Broadway St. in downtown Jackson.

For more news, head over to
www.thetelegramnews.com
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Waﬄes lead to new career
Alison Bowen
Chicago Tribune
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHICAGO – Emily Groden hadn’t
thought about waﬄes in years.
But while pregnant with her ﬁrst
child, she heard a podcast that mentioned the business of frozen waﬄes.
Suddenly, the last few years of her work
and life experience, a mix of lawyering
and food tinkering, coalesced into an
entrepreneurial idea.
Based on advice from parents she
knew, she expected she would need to
reach for a frozen waﬄe on some future,
hectic morning with a toddler. But having studied food law, she also wondered
what went into the ubiquitous discs.
And so her journey began.
Groden is founder and CEO of Evergreen, a Chicago-based company that
makes frozen waﬄes sold all over Chicagoland and the United States.
But the story begins when she was a
kid.
“I was actually that 10-year-old kid
who walked around telling people she
wanted to be a corporate lawyer,” she
said, “and had no idea what that meant.”

Her father was a lawyer and loved his
job. Fast-forward to law school, then the
sought-after career that began in 2015.
Even then, she was making bread and
other homemade recipes, but on the
work side, things weren’t going as
planned.
Within the ﬁrst few months of lawyering, Groden realized, “I’m not super
excited to jump out of bed in the morning and head to the oﬃce to do this
work,” she said.
“I had a bit of an identity crisis,” she
said. “And here I was, having told people
for the last 20 years of my life that I was
going to be a corporate lawyer.”
A pivot moment came one day when
watching Netﬂix. The popular “Chef ’s
Table” show launched its second season
with an episode about Alinea, one of the
top restaurants in the world located
right in her beloved Chicago.
It caught her interest. “I was just so
blown away by the story, by the food. It’s
beautiful and so creative,” she said.
She opened LinkedIn and found the
email of Alinea co-owner Nick Kokonas,
asking out of the blue if he needed a lawyer. The frank approach worked: She
ended up as general counsel of The Ali-

IMPORTANT NOTICE
For the Convenience of CRAWFORD COUNTIANS who are eligible
to register to vote, but have not done so, or for those who need to
record a CHANGE OF RESIDENCE, and/or CHANGE OF NAME, the
CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS announce the hours
and dates the permanent ofﬁce of the Board of Elections at 112 E.
Mansﬁeld St., Ste. A, Bucyrus, Ohio will be open prior to the General
Election, November 2, 2021 R.C. 3501.10
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, Through October 1, 2021
8:30 A.M. to 4:30
P.M.
MONDAY
October 4, 2021
8:30 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Regular business hours of deputy registrars at:
BUCYRUS PUBLIC LIBRARY
GALION PUBLIC LIBRARY
CRESTLINE PUBLIC LIBRARY
NEW WASHINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
BUCYRUS CITY HALL
CRESTLINE VILLAGE HALL
GALION CITY HALL
BUCKEYE CENTRAL LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
BUCYRUS CITY HIGH SCHOOL
COLONEL CRAWFORD LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
CRESTLINE EXEMPTED VILLAGE HIGH SCHOOL
GALION CITY HIGH SCHOOL
WYNFORD LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
ANY BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES
JOB AND FAMILY SERVICES
ANY WIC OFFICE
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
COUNTY TREASURER’S OFFICE
REGISTRATION AND CHANGE OF RESIDENCE CLOSES: October 4,
2021
QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTERING - (R.C. 3503.01)
“Every citizen of the United States who is of the age of eighteen years
or over and who has been a resident of the state thirty days, AND IS
A RESIDENT OF THE COUNTY AND PRECINCT in which he offers to
vote, has the qualiﬁcations of an elector.”
YOU MUST BE A REGISTERED ELECTOR
TO VOTE IN CRAWFORD COUNTY
The penalty for election falsiﬁcation is imprisonment for not more than
six months, or a ﬁne of not more than One Thousand Dollars ($1000.00)
or both.
The Crawford County Board of Elections suggests that this notice of
times and dates and places for REGISTRATION be preserved for future
reference, as it will not be published again prior to the closing date for
Registration or Change of Residence, October 4, 2021 R.C. 3503.12
CRAWFORD COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
OH-GCI0730474-01

DELINQUENT TAXPAYER NOTICE
In compliance with provisions of Sec.
4503.06 O.R.C., there will be published
after October 8, 2021 in the Bucyrus
Telegraph Forum a list of delinquent
mobile home taxes for Crawford
County, Ohio.
All persons having an interest of any
kind in the mobile home to be advertised will please note the following
method of payment provided by law.
Taxes may be paid in full at the Office of the County Treasurer during
regular Courthouse hours.
Written installment payment agreements can be arranged in accordance
with the law.
Payments made under this method
will stop all foreclosure or forfeiture
proceedings.
Interest charges accrue on delinquent
taxes after the closing date for last
half taxes.
If payment is made by 4:30 p.m. October 1, 2021, mobile homes will not
be advertised.
Joan M Wolfe
Crawford County Auditor
BTF,Sep13,21,’21#4886576

SELL IT
BUY IT
FIND IT
cars
garage sales
antiques
motorcycles

Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
! visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
! visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
! visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
! visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
! Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
! Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
! Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
! Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
! Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
! Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)
Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)

boats

General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)
Large General Service (LGS)

instruments

Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

tablets
auctions
yard sales
collectibles
appliances
cameras
coins

Place your
classiﬁed ad today.

31.4%

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)

pets

furniture

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)

computers

jewelry

“I think that mentality rubbed oﬀ on
me more than I realized,” she said.
Her pantry tinkering became the
backbone for Evergreen’s recipes, which
include fruits, vegetables, nuts and
spices, and unique concoctions like a
zucchini-and-carrot waﬄe.
After feeling proud of an initial recipe, she walked over to Olivia’s Market in
Bucktown, toting a toaster, maple syrup
and paper plates. They agreed to sell
them; eventually, she applied to Whole
Foods and was accepted as a local seller.
The waﬄes sold well enough to expand
beyond the Midwest, and in Chicago
they are also sold at Mariano’s and
stores like Big Apple Finer Foods and
Dom’s Kitchen and Market.
A year ago, Groden retired from law
completely. She welcomed a second baby in May, and ﬁnds her waﬄe-making
gig helps her spend time with her family,
too.
It’s not what she thought she’d be doing, but, in retrospect, it all makes
sense.
“The writing should have been on the
wall a long, long time ago,” she said.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM

tickets

sports equipment
IN THE COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS CRAWFORD COUNTY, OHIO
IN THE MATTER OF THE
FORECLOSURE OF THE LIEN
FOR DELINQUENT LAND TAXES
Case No. 21-CV-0154
CINDY EDWARDS, TREASURER
of CRAWFORD COUNTY,
Plaintiff,
-VSTHE UNKNOWN HEIRS, EXECUTOR ADMINISTRATORS, AND ASSIGNS OF DWIGHT E. WILFORD
(DECEASED), et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Defendants, The Unknown Heirs, Executor, Administrators, and Assigns
of Dwight E. Wilford (deceased); The
Unknown Heirs, Executor, Administrators, and Assigns of Betty Carol
Wilford (deceased); and Chris Wilford, whose addresses are not able to
be determined, will please take notice
that on the 31st day of August, 2021,
Cindy Edwards, Treasurer of Crawford County, Ohio, filed a certain action for foreclosure of the tax liens on
a certain parcel known as and being
designated as Permanent Tax Parcel
No. 15-0003214.000.
The
foreclosure
proceeding
is
captioned Cindy Edwards, Treasurer
of Crawford County - vs- The Unknown Heirs, Executor, Administrators, and Assigns of Dwight E. Wilford (deceased),
et al., is designated as Case Number
21-CV-0154 , Court of Common Pleas,
Crawford County, Ohio; and is seeking to foreclose the lien of the state
against the aforesaid real estate, as
well as all interest owned by you, and
for court costs.
You are required to answer the complaint within 28 days after three
weeks following the date of the first
publication of this notice which will
be published once each week for three
consecutive weeks.
Janelle Moore, Clerk of Courts
Common Pleas Court
Crawford County, Ohio
DATED:8 /31/2021
Published in the Bucyrus Telegraph
Forum September 7, 14,21, 2021
(BTF,Sept7,14,21,’21,#4898494)

nea Group.
“For a lawyer who loves food, it was a
dream job,” she said. “I was constantly
star-struck walking around the oﬃce,
seeing these chefs who were personal
heroes of mine.”
Fast-forward a little more to late 2017.
Groden was driving in the car, listening
to a podcast. It was about how the frozen breakfast industry was stagnant.
She wondered why.
At the same time, she was thinking a
lot about becoming a parent. She knew
she’d be a working parent, juggling busy
mornings. Would frozen waﬄes be in
her future?
“I knew as a working mom that I
wasn’t going to be able to make her wafﬂes from scratch every morning,” she
said. “I started looking to see what was
out there.”
She found many included preservatives or reﬁned sugars; so she started
looking in her pantry to see what she
could make herself.
At the time, she was surrounded by
entrepreneurial minds with the restaurant group, “questioning the status quo
and trying to do things diﬀerently and
better at all times,” Groden said.

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Turning the tables for autumn
Katie Laughridge

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Just as Taylor Swift predicted, August sipped away
like a bottle of wine (cabernet sauvignon, to be exact). I
can hardly believe it is already September! This has
been one hot and humid summer in the Midwest, and I
could not be more ready to bundle up in my sweaters
and sip my way through cider season. Besides loving
the aesthetics, smells and colors of fall, I am excited to
host family and friends (safely) at my home this holiday season. Fall represents to me the beginning of dinner party season.
While summer barbecues and pool days are fun, for
me nothing beats the cozy comfort of an intimate evening of drinks and dining during these few months (or
weeks) of perfect temperatures and cool evening
breezes. Besides, what better way to prepare for
Thanksgiving than with some practice runs of table
decor? We’ve easily turned our tables from summer
chic to festive fall by adding touches of autumn textures and elements to our settings. With a couple classic additions, it is simple and quick to transform your
dining room for the new season.
It is no secret that I love to go all out when it comes
to a centerpiece for our tables. I adore the drama and
ﬂair it brings to a dining space. While spring and summer are all well and good for fresh blooms, fall is the
perfect time to start thinking outside the backyard
bouquet. People forget that there are so many other
decorative items that make for a stunning statement.
In fact, before the 1850s, fresh blooms weren’t used at
all for centerpieces – they were considered unsophisticated and cheap. However, while tradition has
changed in that regard, the beauty of using ﬁgurines
and faux ﬂorals and vegetation has stayed constant.
This time of year is all about the harvest, so playing
with pumpkins, feathers and pampas grass to make an
earthy chic display is always a great choice.
If you aren’t one for a large central display, textiles
are the next place I look to make a big splash. Start
switching out your ﬂorals for plaids and your summer
hues for the colors of a crisp changing autumn. There
are so many areas in a well-designed table to introduce
fall-inspired fabrics. When I can’t ﬁnd a tablecloth or
runner that meets my needs, I go straight to the fabric
section. A few yards of your favorite textile can easily
be turned into your next favorite table covering. I also
love using fall throw blankets on the diagonal for a fun
and unexpected twist (plus, they are so easy to throw
into the wash after a meal). If you aren’t ready for a
complete textile makeover, start with place mats and
napkins for a simple fall refresh.
These foundational adjustments to your table settings leave a canvas ready for future inspiration as the
months go by. You can always add a splash with additional accoutrements like seasonal salt and pepper
shakers, fall-inspired table toppers and napkin rings
to level up your transitional table. I try to make my
same adjustments to our dining room cabinets and
hutches so our dining rooms stay consistent and cohesive.
Adapted from nellhills.com. Katie Laughridge is the
owner of Kansas City interior design destination Nell
Hill’s. For more information, contact Katie at info@nellhills.com.

With a couple classic additions, it is simple and quick to transform your dining room for the new season.
HANDOUT PHOTOS

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
! visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
! visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
! visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
! visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
! Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
! Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
! Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
! Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
! Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
! Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.

This time of year is all about the harvest, so playing
with pumpkins, feathers and pampas grass to make
an earthy chic display is always a great choice.

Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
If you aren’t ready for a complete textile makeover,
start with placemats and napkins for a simple fall
refresh.

Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.

You can always add a splash with additional
accoutrements like seasonal salt and pepper
shakers, fall-inspired table toppers and napkin rings
to level up your transitional table.

Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Nation

COVID has killed about as many Americans as the 1918-19 flu
By CARLA K. JOHNSON
AP Medical Writer

COVID-19 has now killed
about as many Americans as the
1918-19 Spanish flu pandemic
did — approximately 675,000.
And like the worldwide scourge
of a century ago, the coronavirus
may never entirely disappear
from our midst.
Instead, scientists hope the
virus that causes COVID-19
becomes a mild seasonal bug as
human immunity strengthens
through vaccination and repeated
infection. That would take time.
“We hope it will be like getting
a cold, but there’s no guarantee,”
said Emory University biologist
Rustom Antia, who suggests an
optimistic scenario in which this
could happen over a few years.
For now, the pandemic still has
the United States and other parts
of the world firmly in its jaws.
The delta-fueled surge in new
infections may have peaked, but
U.S. deaths still are running at
over 1,900 a day on average, the
highest level since early March,
and the country’s overall toll
stood at close to 674,000 as of
Monday morning, according to
data collected by Johns Hopkins
University, though the real
number is believed to be higher.
Winter may bring a new surge,
though it will be less deadly than

last year’s, according to one
influential model. The University
of Washington model projects
an additional 100,000 or so
Americans will die of COVID-19
by Jan. 1 , which would bring the
overall U.S. toll to 776,000.
The 1918-19 influenza
pandemic killed an estimated
675,000 Americans in a U.S.
population one-third the size of
what it is today. It struck down 50
million victims globally at a time
when the world had one-quarter
as many people as it does now.
Global deaths from COVID-19
now stand at more than 4.6
million.
The Spanish flu death toll
numbers are rough guesses,
given the incomplete records of
the era and the poor scientific
understanding of what caused
the illness. The 675,000 figure
comes from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
The ebbing of COVID-19 could
happen if the virus progressively
weakens as it mutates and
m o re a n d m o re h u m a n s’
immune systems learn to attack
it. Vaccination and surviving
infection are the main ways
the immune system improves.
Breast-fed infants also gain some
immunity from their mothers.
Under that optimistic scenario,
schoolchildren would get mild
illness that trains their immune

EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO

VOTE!

REGISTER NOW!
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTERING
TO VOTE IN THE
November 2, 2021
GENERAL ELECTION IS

October 4, 2021
THE FOLLOWING PERSONS
MUST REGISTER
TO BE ELEGIBLE TO VOTE
Anyone who has never registered in Seneca County
Anyone who has not voted or updated a registration in 5 years
Anyone who has moved or changed his or her name
Ex-service personnel who have been voting armed forces ballots

SPECIAL REGISTRATION HOURS AT
THE SENECA COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS
Regular hours will be extended until 9:00 P.M. on October 4, 2021

YOU MAY ALSO REGISTER AT THE
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:
• Fostoria City Auditor’s Office
• Any License Bureau in Ohio
• Any Public Library in Ohio
• Public High Schools
and Vocational Schools
• Seneca County Treasurer’s Office
• Department of Health (WIC program)
• Department of Human Services
• Ohio Department of Mental Health
• Department of Developmental
Disabilities

SENECA COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS
71 S. Washington St., Suite 1101,
Tiffin, OH 44883

Phone: (419) 447-4424
Regular Office Hours
8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. Monday through Friday

systems. As they grow up, the
children would carry the immune
response memory, so that when
they are old and vulnerable, the
coronavirus would be no more
dangerous than cold viruses.
The same goes for today’s
vaccinated teens: Their immune
systems would get stronger
through the shots and mild
infections.
“We will all get infected,” Antia
predicted. “What’s important is
whether the infections are severe.”
Something similar happened
with the H1N1 flu virus, the
culprit in the 1918-19 pandemic.
It encountered too many people
who were immune, and it also
eventually weakened through
mutation. H1N1 still circulates
today, but human immunity
acquired from infection and
vaccination has triumphed.
Getting an annual flu shot
now protects against H1N1 and
several other strains of flu. To
be sure, flu kills between 12,000
and 61,000 Americans each year,
but on average, it is a seasonal
problem and a manageable one.
Before COVID-19, the 1918-19
flu was universally considered
the worst pandemic disease in
human history. Whether the
current scourge ultimately proves
deadlier is unclear.
In many ways, the 1918-19
flu — which was wrongly

named Spanish flu because it
first received widespread news
coverage in Spain — was worse.
Spread by the mobility of
World War I, it killed young,
healthy adults in vast numbers.
No vaccine existed to slow it, and
there were no antibiotics to treat
secondary bacterial infections.
And, of course, the world
population was much smaller
than it is today.
Ye t j e t t rav e l a n d ma s s
migrations threaten to
increase the toll of the current
pandemic. Much of the world
is unvaccinate d. And the
coronavirus has been full of
surprises.
Medical historian Dr. Howard
Markel of the University of
Michigan said he is continually
astounded by the magnitude of
the disruption the pandemic has
brought to the planet.
“I was gobsmacked by the size
of the quarantines” the Chinese
government undertook initially,
Markel said, “and I’ve since been
gob-gob-gob-smacked to the nth
degree.” The lagging pace of U.S.
vaccinations is the latest source of
his astonishment.
“Big pockets of American
society — and, worse, their
leaders — have thrown this away,”
Markel said of the opportunity
to vaccinate everyone eligible by
now.

Just under 64% of the U.S.
population has received as least
one dose of the vaccine, with
state rates ranging from a high of
approximately 77% in Vermont
and Massachusetts and lows
around 46% to 49% in Idaho,
Wyoming, West Virginia and
Mississippi.
Globally, about 43% of the
population has received at least
one dose, according to Our
World in Data, with some African
countries just beginning to give
their first shots.
“We know that all pandemics
come to an end,” said Dr. Jeremy
Brown, director of emergency
care research at the National
Institutes of Health, who wrote
a book on influenza. “They can
do terrible things while they’re
raging.”
COVID-19 could have been
far less lethal in the U.S. if more
people had gotten vaccinated
faster, “and we still have an
opportunity to turn it around,”
Brown said. “We often lose sight
of how lucky we are to take these
things for granted.”
The current vaccines work
extremely well in preventing
severe disease and death from
the variants of the virus that have
emerged so far.
Read more of this story at
advertisertribune.com.
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Hinckley to be freed from oversight

By BEN FINLEY
Associated Press

AP PHOTO

President Joe Biden receives a COVID-19 booster shot
during an event in the South Court Auditorium on the
White House campus on Monday in Washington.

Biden gets COVID-19
vaccine booster shot
By ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
— President Joe Biden
received his COVID-19
booster shot on Monday,
days after federal
regulators recommended
a third dose of the Pfizer
vaccine for Americans
age 65 or older and
approved them for others
with preexisting medical
conditions and high-risk
work environments.
“The most important
thing we need to do is get
more people vaccinated,”
Biden said before getting
the booster, adding that
he did not have side
effects after his first or
second shots.
Biden, 78, got his first
shot on Dec. 21 and his
second dose three weeks
later, on Jan. 11, along
with his wife, Jill Biden.
Biden said the first lady,
who’s 70, would also
receive the booster dose,
but she was teaching
on Monday at Northern
Virginia Community
College, where she is a
professor of English.
Speaking on Friday
after the Centers for
D i s e a s e C o nt ro l a n d
Prevention and the Food
and Drug Administration
authorized the Pfizer
b o o s t e r, B i d e n t o l d
reporters, “It’s hard to

acknowledge I’m over
65, but I’ll be getting
my booster shot.” He
repeated the joke about
being over 65 on Monday.
Biden emerged as a
champion of booster doses
in the summer, as the U.S.
experienced a sharp rise
in coronavirus cases from
the more transmissible
delta variant. While the
vast majority of cases
continue to occur among
unvaccinated people,
regulators pointed to
evidence from Israel and
early studies in the U.S.
showing that protection
against so-called
breakthrough cases was
vastly improved by a third
dose of the Pfizer shot.
B u t t h e a g g re s s i v e
American push for
boosters, before many
poorer nations have been
able to provide even a
modicum of protection
for their most vulnerable
populations, has drawn
the ire of the World Health
Organization and some aid
groups, which have called
on the U.S. to pause third
shots to free up supply
for the global vaccination
effort.
Biden said last week that
the U.S. was purchasing
another 500 million doses
of the Pfizer vaccine to
donate to less well off
nations.

“Your Complete Floor Covering Center”

25% OFF REMNANTS
CARPET OUTLET

Corner US 224 and SR 18, Tiffin
448-1375

Large Selection of IN STOCK Area Rugs

Autumnwood Care Center

419-447-7151 • 670 E. SR 18, Tiﬃn
VOASeniorLiving.org
With care choices that include
short-term rehabilitation, memory
support and long term care,
we meet
your distinct
needs,
nurturing
your health
and
independence.

A federal judge said
Monday that John
Hinckley Jr., who tried
to assassinate President
Ronald Reagan four
d e c a d e s a g o, c a n b e
freed from all remaining
restrictions next year if
he continues to follow
those rules and remains
mentally stable.
U. S. D i s t r i c t C o u r t
Judge Paul L. Friedman in
Washington said during a
90-minute court hearing
that he’ll issue his ruling
on the plan this week.
Since Hinckley moved
to Williamsburg, Virginia,
f ro m a Wa s h i ng to n
hospital in 2016, courtimposed restrictions have
required doctors and
therapists to oversee his
psychiatric medication
and therapy. Hinckley
has been barred from
having a gun. And he
can’t contact Reagan’s
children, other victims or
their families, or actress
Jodie Foster, who he was
obsessed with at the time
of the 1981 shooting.
Friedman said
Hinckley, now 66, has
displayed no symptoms

AP FILE PHOTO

John Hinckley Jr. arrives at U.S. District Court in
Washington on Nov. 18, 2003.

of active mental illness,
no violent behavior and
no interest in weapons
since 1983.
“If he hadn’t tried
to kill the president,
h e w o u l d h av e b e e n
unconditionally released
a long, long, long time
ago,” the judge said. “But
everybody is comfortable
now after all of the
studies, all of the analysis
and all of the interviews
and all of the experience
with Mr. Hinckley.”
Friedman said the plan
is to release Hinckley
from all court supervision
in June.

A 2020 violence risk
assessment conducted
on behalf of Washington’s
Department of Behavioral
Health concluded that
Hinckley would not
pose a danger if he’s
unconditionally released.
The U.S. government
had previously opposed
ending restrictions. But
it recently retained an
independent expert to
examine Hinckley and
took a different position
Monday, with attorneys
saying they would agree
to unconditional release if
Hinckley follows the rules
and shows mental stability

for the next nine months.
Ka c i e We s t o n , a n
attorne y for the U.S.
government, said it wants
to make sure Hinckley can
adapt to living on his own
for the first time in 40 years.
He recently moved out
his mother’s house, which
sits along a golf course
in a gated community in
Williamsburg. She died
in July. Attorneys did not
say where Hinckley is
currently living.
“Mr. Hinckley does
have a history of turning
inward, and toward
isolation,” Weston said.
Another concern
is the impending
re t i re m e nt o f o n e o f
Hinckley’s therapists
and the looming end to a
therapy group, which has
provided much support
and social interaction.
Weston said Hinckley
will likely face challenges
finding a similar group in
the future.
“All we have to do is
wait a few more months
and see,” Weston said.
“And we’ll have actual
hard data. We’ll have
information in real time
to see how Mr. Hinckley
adapts.”
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LOCAL NEWS BRIEFS
Library requiring
masks

to 17, it has given out
3,625 rapid tests.

ZANESVILLE — The
Muskingum County Library System is now requiring all visitors older
than the age of 2 to wear
facial coverings in all library buildings, regardless of vaccination status. This is based on recommendations by the
Zanesville-Muskingum
County Health Department, Ohio Department
of Health and the Centers
for Disease Control.
Masks are available at
all outlets. One can also
take advantage of curbside service and digital
content.
The library systems
from March to August
distributed 211 COVID-19
rapid tests. From Sept. 1

Fire department to
hold open house
DRESDEN
—
The
Dresden Fire Department
is holding a community
open house from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Oct. 2 at the station, 21 W. Ninth St. The
event will include meetand-greets, games, touch
a truck and more.

Dueling pianos
event set
ZANESVILLE — Dueling pianos, a fundraiser
for the Muskingum County Community Foundation, will be Oct. 16 at Bryan Place, 49 N. Sixth St.
Doors open at 6 p.m. with
a pasta buﬀet and the

58% of public school
students under a
mask requirement
Jackie Borchardt
Cincinnati Enquirer
USA TODAY NETWORK

In the past week, 32
Ohio school districts have
enacted universal masking requirements as the
number of COVID-19
cases in schools and hospitalizations among youth
continued to rise.
There are now 211 districts with universal mask
mandates out of the
state’s 609 districts, according to Ohio Department of Education data
reported Thursday. Those
districts educate about
50.9% of all K-12 public
school students in the
state.
As of Thursday, 354
districts have decided to
make masks optional for
all students, while 44 districts have required masks
for some students but not
all. In the past week, four
school
districts
have
scrapped their universal
masking
requirements
and made face coverings
optional.
Overall, nearly 58% of
Ohio students are under a
mask mandate, according
to Gov. Mike DeWine’s ofﬁce. That’s up from 54%
earlier this week and 35%
on Sept. 1.
“While vaccinations remain the best protection
against severe COVID-19
cases, masking will help
protect those that can’t yet
receive the vaccine and
adds another layer of protection for those that

have,” DeWine said in a
statement.
State lawmakers can
repeal a state health order,
including a mask mandate, under a law that took
eﬀect in June. DeWine
had vetoed that bill and
said this week that he
would put a school mask
mandate in place now if
the legislature wouldn’t
immediately rescind it.
Instead, DeWine is encouraging school boards
and superintendents to
require masks, at least
while the state faces its
latest surge.
In Ohio’s schools, 8,524
students and 1,289 staﬀ
members were newly diagnosed with COVID-19
during the week ending
Sept. 12. That’s an increase from 4,446 students and 873 staﬀ members the previous week
and 1,241 students and 322
staﬀ the week before.
Schools report cases to local health departments,
which report them to the
state health department
once a week.
But only about 43% of
the 2,700 schools tracked
by the state, including private schools, submitted
reports to the state last
week.
Jackie Borchardt is the
bureau chief for the USA
TODAY Network Ohio Bureau, which serves the Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron Beacon Journal and 18 other
aﬃliated news organizations across Ohio.

Chocolate milk recalled
by Ohio-based dairy
Beth Harvilla
Columbus Dispatch
USA TODAY NETWORK

Green Field Farms
Dairy of Fredericksburg,
Ohio, announced a voluntary recall of its whole
chocolate milk due to a
laboratory
test
that
showed the milk was not
eﬀectively pasteurized.
There are 1,242 units of
the aﬀected milk that
were distributed in Ohio,
Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, New
York, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
Delaware
and
Washington D.C. from
Sept. 7 through Sept. 16,
2021.
This issue is isolated to
whole chocolate milk
with an expiration date of
Sept. 29.
The issue was discovered during routine product testing conducted by
the Ohio Department of
Agriculture.
So far, there have been
no report of illness from
the milk.
However, ODA en-

courages anyone with
signs of foodborne illness
after drinking the milk
should contact their doctor immediately.
From 1993 through
2012, there were 127 outbreaks linked to raw milk
or raw milk products like
ice cream, soft cheese, or
yogurt, according to the
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. They resulted in 1,909 illnesses
and 144 hospitalizations
When raw milk is not
properly pasteurized to
kill harmful bacteria, it
can contain harmful bacteria including salmonella, E. coli, listeria, Campylobacter, and others that
cause foodborne illness,
often called “food poisoning.”
If you have purchased
this product, return the
milk to the place of purchase to receive a refund.
Consumers with questions may call 330-2630248.
bharvilla@dispatch.com
@Beth_Harvilla

show starts at 8 p.m.
Two pianists will be
playing two pianos and
the audience will be able
to
make
requests

throughout the event
through monetary donations. Proceeds from the
event will be distributed
to community non-prof-

its through the foundation’s grant competitions.
To order tickets, and
for more information,
visit mccf.org. Tickets are

MUSKINGUM COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
VOTER REGISTRATION NOTICE

THE WILDS IS

HIRING
A MECHANIC!

State Law requires a person to be properly registered to vote no
later than October 4, 2021 for the General Election to be held on
November 2, 2021.
This deadline includes updates to voter registration as well as any
change of an address and/or name.
Registration forms can be found online at boe.muskingumcountyoh.
gov or at the Ohio Secretary of State’s website - olvr.ohiosos.gov/
The following are the hours and places handling registrations:

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE WAGES, BENEFITS,
AND EXCELLENT TEAM MEMBER PERKS.

THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS: 627 Market St., Zanesville, during regular
hours Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
On Monday, October 4th, 2021, the ofﬁce will be open from 8:00 A.M.
to 9:00 P.M.

The ideal candidate will have 1-3 years of
experience in working with diesel engines.

THE BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES: JUNE PARKWAY PLAZA,
Zanesville, during regular hours Monday 8:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.,
Tuesday through Friday 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., and Saturday 8:00 A.M.
to 2:00 P.M.

The Wilds, one of the largest conservation centers
in North America, is home to rare and endangered
animals from around the world along with
hundreds of indigenous species. Our mission is
lead and inspire by connecting people and wildlife.
When you are a part of our team, you are helping
us to achieve that mission!

Additional places to register are:
• At any public high school or vocational school
• At ofﬁces of designated agencies which provide public
assistance or disability programs
• Public libraries
• County Treasurer’s Ofﬁce

Please visit https://careers-columbuszoo.icims.
com/jobs/1692/mechanic/job to apply online or
mail resume to:

Under Ohio Revised Code 3503.01 every citizen of the United States
who is of the age of 18 years or over and who has been a resident of the
state 30 days immediately preceding the election at which the citizen
offers to vote, may register to vote.

Human Resources
9990 Riverside Drive
PO 400
Powell, Ohio 43065
Fax: 614-724-3599

LAST DAY TO REGISTER or UPDATE VOTER REGISTRATION IS
OCTOBER 4th, BY 9:00 P.M. FOR THE NOVEMBER 2nd, 2021,
GENERAL ELECTION.
EARLY VOTING BEGINS OCTOBER 5th.
See our website for hours and voting information boe.muskingumcountyoh.gov
OH-GCI0727319-01

$30 and available online
only. Dinner by Bryan
Place is an additional
charge. Seats are limited.
From staﬀ reports

OH-GCI0724158-01

A P P LY N O W !

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
! visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
! visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
! visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
! visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
! Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
! Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
! Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
! Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
! Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
! Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Fairﬁeld carver out to squash the
competition on Food Network
Bebe Hodges Special to Cincinnati Enquirer
USA TODAY NETWORK

Every fall, the Food Network celebrates the almighty pumpkin.
The country’s very best pumpkin carvers – there
are only a handful of folks who can claim that status –
compete yearly now on the Food Network’s “Outrageous Pumpkins.”
Fairﬁeld’s William Wilson is among the most
sought after in the ﬁeld, and he’s part of this year’s
“Outrageous” season, which debuts Sunday, Oct. 3,
and features seven pumpkin carvers creating spectacular pumpkin creations for a prize of $25,000. The season includes four episodes, each airing every Sunday
of the month at 10 p.m.
Competing on the show was a big deal for Wilson,
who isn’t your typical pumpkin carver (if there is any
such thing as a typical pumpkin carver). The 46-yearold didn’t start carving seriously until eight years ago
and, even now, he only does it part-time. His full-time
job is running his restoration company, CRS 1st Response.
He is also one of only a handful of Black carvers in
the pumpkin carving community.
As he competed on set – the show was taped last fall
– he leaned toward carving cartoons. After all, as a father of ﬁve kids, he has watched them on repeat.
He also bore in mind the advice of mentor Jon Michaels: “Be fearless.”
Wilson’s always been an artist. He attended Scarlet
Oaks in Sharonville as a junior and senior, where he
studied culinary arts. There, his instructors introduced him to ice carving and fruit caring and, in a matter of months, Wilson was the youngest ever to compete – and place – at an ice carving competition sponsored by Sysco. He was a natural.
But his artistic promise would be put on hold.
At 18, Wilson became a father. Carving is a fun talent for chefs to know, he explained, but they don’t get
hired for it. So Wilson put those dreams aside to work
in restaurants to support his family.
Over the next decade or so, Wilson worked his way
up the restaurant hierarchy. He married and had more
children. He carved fruits and pumpkins now and then
on the side, but it was nothing to make a living from.
Yet.

The mentor shows up
That is, until, one sweltering summer day in 2011, a
truck pulled up to the condo across from Wilson’s
home in the Pleasant Run neighborhood. Out of the
truck strolled Jon Michaels, scruﬀy but well built, and
around 30, he wore a T-shirt touting ice carving.
Michaels was already considered a master carver of
ice, trees, and pumpkins. So talented that he would
carve trees in Hamilton and ice for the Super Bowl.
Wilson knew immediately he wanted to know this
man.
The two became best buds.
Then, in the fall of 2013, Michaels asked Wilson to
pick up a giant pumpkin left over from a fundraising
event at a casino. The pair were going to carve it at a
tailgate event before a Bengals-Browns game.
After working a while, Michaels started partying
with the tailgaters. But Wilson kept going and – with
Michaels away from the pumpkin – he started carving
the lettering, something he says he always doubted his
ability to do.
A carver was born.
Wilson went home and did his ﬁrst 3-dimensional
face on a pumpkin. He was a new man.
Professional pumpkin carving takes place in the
fallwhen pumpkins are available to carve. It’s not the
most lucrative profession, and there are only about
300 known carvers nationally.
Over ensuing autumns, Wilson “swept shop” for
Michaels and his friends, Dean Murray, Titus Arensberg, and Greg Butauski, master carvers themselves. At
competitions, Wilson would clean up, and, in return,
he learned the craft. That is, what tools to use, how to
properly store a pumpkin, how to ﬁnish a pumpkin for
presentation.
Wilson also got a taste of professional carving. He
assisted Michaels in competitions and earned titles for
himself. In 2017, Michaels, his carving friends, and
Wilson were hired to carve pumpkins for Halloween at
the White House. Michaels and Wilson started dreaming of going on shows together and starting their own
company.

The student steps up
Then the unimaginable happened. Two years ago,
at just 36, Michaels died of a heart attack.
There would be no more hangouts in the garage. Or
motorcycle rides through the streets. The man his kids
called “Uncle” wouldn’t be in anyone’s life anymore.
“Some people, when they die, they leave a greater
hole. He was just so many things to so many people. It
was, uh, God, it just really hurt,” Wilson said.
Wilson had contemplated quitting pumpkin carving, but now he returned to the carving table with a
new mindset: be fearless.
As the pandemic rolled out and the world eﬀectively
shut down, Wilson focused on carving faster and scrutinizing less. He worked on becoming a competitor.
And when Wilson got the call last fall, asking him if
he would like to compete on “Outrageous Pumpkins,”
he was ready.
He says he went there aggressively, creating new
concepts on the spot, taking risks, carving fast.
He did it for Jon.
“If anybody watches me carve, I would just want
them to say Jon’s name just to know that he’s the one
that got me here,” Wilson said. “He’s the one that always had faith in me. He always pushed me. If I could
talk to anybody about the experience of being on TV, it
would be him.”
Without giving anything away, Wilson is proud of
the work that will show up on screen in coming weeks.
“I was like ‘If I go, I’m gonna kill it. I was like, ‘I’m
gonna go for Jon Michaels.’ He taught me,” Wilson
said. “And I went out there, and I tore it up.”

William Wilson of Fairﬁeld is one of the contestants on the upcoming Food Network series “Outrageous
Pumpkins.” The show debuts Oct. 3 at 10 p.m. CARA OWSLEY/THE ENQUIRER

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
! visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
! visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
! visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
! visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
! Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
! Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
! Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
! Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
! Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
! Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
x visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
x visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
x visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
x visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
x Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
x Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
x Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
x Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
x Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
x Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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2QFH FRQVLGHUHG D SUREOHP
FRQILQHG PRVWO\ WR /DNH (ULHÊV
FHQWUDOEDVLQK\SR[LFÈRUVR
FDOOHGÌGHDG]RQHÍÈDUHDVDUH
QRZ EHOLHYHG WR EH IRUPHG
VRPHZKHUHZLWKLQWKHZHVWHUQ
EDVLQLQ-XO\WKHQPRYHDORQJ
WKH 2KLR VKRUHOLQH WR WKH FHQ
WUDOEDVLQ
Ì6HSWHPEHU LV ZKHQ WKH
PLGGOH RI WKH ODNH EHFRPHV
K\SR[LFÍ0U6WRZVDLGGXULQJ
WKHILUVWGD\RIDQDQQXDOWZR
GD\ ZRUNVKRS IRU 2KLR MRXU

QDOLVWV
0DQJDQHVHUHOHDVHVLQWRWKH
ZDWHU FROXPQV DUH NQRZQ DV
XSZHOOLQJV 3UREOHPV H[LVW IRU
ZDWHUWUHDWPHQW SODQWV ZKHQ
WKHZDWHUFROXPQEHFRPHVHQ
ULFKHG ZLWK PDQJDQHVH DQG LV
GUDZQ LQWR WKH SODQWV YLD LQ
WDNHV
Ì,I ZH KDYH D VWURQJ VXV
WDLQHG ZLQG SULQFLSDOO\ RXW RI
WKH QRUWKHDVW WKHQ ZHÊOO KDYH
XSZHOOLQJ LQWR LQWDNHVÍ 0U
6WRZVDLG
$QGUHZ 0F&OXUH 7ROHGRÊV
&ROOLQV 3DUN :DWHU 7UHDWPHQW
3ODQW DGPLQLVWUDWRU VDLG KHÊV
DZDUHRIWKHSKHQRPHQRQEXW
KDVQÊW VHHQ LW RFFXU WKLV IDU
ZHVW
Ì:HKDYHQÊWQRWLFHGLWDWWKH
>ZDWHULQWDNH@FULEÍKHVDLG
7KH VDPH LV WUXH D OLWWOH
FORVHU WR WKH FHQWUDO EDVLQ LQ
3RUW &OLQWRQ ZKHUH 5RQ :HW
]HO WKH 2WWDZD &RXQW\ 5H
JLRQDO:DWHU3ODQWVXSHULQWHQ
GHQW VDLG KHÊV LQWHUHVWHG LQ
VDPSOLQJ UDZ ZDWHU ÌSUREDEO\
RQFH D PRQWK QRZ WR JHW D
EDVHOLQHIRUQH[W\HDUÍ
Ì,ÊYHVHHQLWLQZHOOZDWHU,WÊV
SUHWW\ GLVWLQFWÍ 0U :HW]HO
VDLG Ì,ÊYH QRW VPHOOHG LW RU
VHHQLWDWWKHSODQWÍ
$OVR GXULQJ WKH ZRUNVKRSÊV
ILUVW GD\ &KULV :LQVORZ WKH
2KLR 6HD *UDQW2KLR 6WDWH
8QLYHUVLW\ 6WRQH /DERUDWRU\
GLUHFWRU VDLG /DNH (ULH QRZ
KDVDQHVWLPDWHGWRXULVPYDOXH
RI  ELOOLRQ D \HDU LQ HLJKW
FRXQWLHV DORQJ WKH VKRUHOLQH
LQFOXGLQJ /XFDV 2WWDZD DQG
(ULH FRXQWLHV 7KDWÊV DERXW D
WKLUGRI2KLRÊVWRWDOELOOLRQ
WRXULVP LPSDFW /DNHEDVHG
WRXULVPDOVRSURYLGHVDERXW
ELOOLRQLQZDJHVELOOLRQLQ
WD[ UHYHQXH DQG  MREV
DFFRUGLQJWRKLVSUHVHQWDWLRQ
$QG /DXUHQ .LQVPDQ&RV
WHOOR D .HQW 6WDWH 8QLYHUVLW\
DVVLVWDQW ELRORJ\ SURIHVVRU
VDLGWKDWDOWKRXJKZHWODQGVDUH
DFFXUDWHO\ GHVFULEHG E\ VFLHQ
WLVWV DV WKH ÌNLGQH\V RI WKH
ODQGVFDSHÍEHFDXVHRIWKHLUILO
WHULQJ DELOLW\ PDQ\ SHRSOH
GRQÊW UHDOL]H VRPH ZHWODQGV
DUHQÊW DV HIIHFWLYH DV RWKHUV
6RPH DFWXDOO\ UHOHDVH PRUH
QXWULHQWVWKDQWKH\WUDSKHQFH
WKHQHHGIRUVLWHE\VLWHLQYHV
WLJDWLRQVDQGPRUHVRLOWHVWV
Ì:KHQ \RXÊUH WDONLQJ DERXW
QXWULHQWV LW LV ZD\ PRUH WKDQ
DFUHDJH YROXPHÍ VKH VDLG
Ì$FUHDJHV PDNH D ORW RI VHQVH
IRU>ZLOGOLIH@KDELWDWEXWQRWIRU
QXWULHQWVÍ
&RQWDFW7RP+HQU\DW
WKHQU\#WKHEODGHFRP
RURQ7ZLWWHU#HFRZULWHURKLR

:KLWPHUSUDLVHVELSDUWLVDQVKLS
VLJQVELOOVWRILQLVK0LFKEXGJHW
$662&,$7('35(66

/$16,1* 0LFK È *RY
*UHWFKHQ :KLWPHU RQ :HG
QHVGD\ VLJQHG RII RQ  ELO
OLRQ LQ VSHQGLQJ WR FRPSOHWH
WKHVWDWHEXGJHWKDLOLQJWKHEL
SDUWLVDQELOOVDVDQH[DPSOHRI
ILQGLQJ FRPPRQ JURXQG ZLWK
5HSXEOLFDQV GHVSLWH SDUWLVDQ
WHQVLRQGXULQJWKHFRURQDYLUXV
SDQGHPLF
Ì7KLV EXGJHW VKRZV WKDW GL
YLGHG JRYHUQPHQW GRHVQÊW
KDYH WR EH G\VIXQFWLRQDO JRY
HUQPHQWÍWKH'HPRFUDWLFJRY
HUQRUVDLGDW/DQVLQJ&RPPX
QLW\&ROOHJH
6KH HPSKDVL]HG KRZ WKH
ODZVZKLFKLQFOXGHELOOLRQVLQ
IHGHUDO FRURQDYLUXV UHOLHI DLG
ZLOOH[SDQGHOLJLELOLW\IRUFKLOG
FDUH VXEVLGLHV SURYLGH 
ERQXVHVWRFKLOGFDUHZRUNHUV
DQG FRQWLQXH WR IXQG QHZ WXL
WLRQIUHHDVVLVWDQFHIRU
DGXOWV DJHV  DQG XS DQG
IURQWOLQH ZRUNHUV WR DWWHQG
FRPPXQLW\FROOHJH
7KHIXQGLQJZLOOUHSDLURUUH
SODFH  ORFDO EULGJHV FOHDQ
XS SROOXWHG VLWHV IL[ DJLQJ
GDPV DQG UHSODFH OHDG ZDWHU
OLQHVLQ%HQWRQ+DUERU
,W ZLOO PDNH SHUPDQHQW DQG
VOLJKWO\ UDLVH È WR  DQ
KRXUÈDZDJHKLNHIRUÌGLUHFW
FDUHÍ ZRUNHUV LQ QXUVLQJ
KRPHV DQG RWKHU UHVLGHQWLDO
IDFLOLWLHV DORQJ ZLWK LQKRPH
FDUHJLYHUV
7KH EOXHSULQW LQFOXGHV 

ELOOLRQ LQ QRQVFKRRO DLG
VSHQGLQJIRUWKHILVFDO\HDUWKDW
VWDUWV )ULGD\ DQG  ELOOLRQ
LQ VXSSOHPHQWDO IXQGLQJ IRU
WKHFXUUHQWEXGJHW\HDU
0V :KLWPHU KDG YHWRHG
URXJKO\PLOOLRQLQIXQGLQJ
WLHGWRDQWLDERUWLRQSURYLVLRQV
WKDW VKH VDLG ZRXOG KDYH SUR
PRWHG WKH *23ÊV ÌSROLWLFDO
DJHQGDÍ 7KH VHFWLRQV ZRXOG
KDYH UHTXLUHG PDUNHWLQJ SUR
JUDPVDQGIDPLO\SODQQLQJVHU
YLFHVWRSURPRWHDOWHUQDWLYHVWR
DERUWLRQ
Ì:HNQRZWKDWUHSURGXFWLYH
KHDOWKFDUHLVFULWLFDOWRZRPHQ
DQGIDPLOLHVÍVKHVDLG
6KH DOVR GHFODUHG XQFRQVWL
WXWLRQDORUXQHQIRUFHDEOHYDUL
RXV 5HSXEOLFDQZULWWHQ ÌERLO
HUSODWHÍ SROLF\ SURYLVLRQV LQ
FOXGLQJ RQHV WKDW WULHG WR EDQ
ORFDO PDVNV PDQGDWHV IRU
VFKRROV DQG GHIXQG ORFDO
KHDOWKGHSDUWPHQWVZLWKFRUR
QDYLUXV RUGHUV LI WKRVH RUGHUV
ODFNWKHVXSSRUWRIWKHUHOHYDQW
FRXQW\FRPPLVVLRQHUV
+RXVH$SSURSULDWLRQV&RP
PLWWHH &KDLUPDQ 7KRPDV $O
EHUW D /RZHOO 5HSXEOLFDQ
WRXWHG WKH ELOOVÊ LQMHFWLRQ RI
PRQH\ LQWR WKH XQHPSOR\
PHQW EHQHILWV WUXVW IXQG È
ZKLFK ZDV WDUJHWHG E\ IUDXG
VWHUVÈD PLOOLRQGHSRVLW
LQWRVDYLQJVDQGQHZVSHQGLQJ
WR KHOS FRPPXQLWLHV GLVSUR
SRUWLRQDWHO\ DIIHFWHG E\ WKH
FRURQDYLUXV

WROHGR%ODGHFRP

6(&7,21$3$*(

2KLR+RXVHYRWHVWRZDWHUGRZQUHJXODWLRQV
%\-,03529$1&(

%/$'(&2/80%86%85($8&+,()

&2/80%86 È 7KH 2KLR
+RXVH RI 5HSUHVHQWDWLYHV RQ
:HGQHVGD\ YRWHG  IRU D
GHYHORSHUEDFNHGELOOWKDWRS
SRQHQWV DUJXH ZRXOG ZHDNHQ
HQYLURQPHQWDO UHJXODWLRQ RI
LQWHUPLWWHQW VWUHDPV DQG XQ
GHUPLQH HIIRUWV WR FOHDQ XS
/DNH (ULH DQG RWKHU ZDWHU
ZD\V
+RXVH %LOO  VSRQVRUHG
E\ VWDWH 5HS %UHWW +XGVRQ
+LOO\HU  5 8KULFKVYLOOH  QRZ
JRHVWRWKH6HQDWH
7KH GLVSXWH SLWV QXPHURXV
HQYLURQPHQWDO JURXSV LQ
FOXGLQJWKH7ROHGR0HWURSROL
WDQ &RXQFLO RI *RYHUQPHQWV
*RY0LNH'H:LQHÊVDGPLQLV
WUDWLRQDQGRWKHUVDJDLQVWGH
YHORSHUVPLQLQJLQWHUHVWVWKH
2KLR 0XQLFLSDO /HDJXH DQG
WKH 2KLR &KDPEHU RI &RP
PHUFH
Ì7KH ZHVWHUQ 8QLWHG 6WDWHV
FRQWLQXHV WR IDFH GURXJKWV
DQG ZDWHU VKRUWDJHVÍ VDLG
VWDWH 5HS 0LNH 6KHHK\  '
2UHJRQ ZKRFDVWDÌQRÍYRWH
Ì:H PXVW UHDOL]H KRZ IRUWX
QDWHZHDUHWRKDYH/DNH(ULH
DQG WKH *UHDW /DNHV LQ RXU
EDFN\DUGWKHODUJHVWJURXSRI

Ø(SKHPHUDOVWUHDPVÙDWFRUHRIIHXG
IUHVKZDWHUODNHVRQWKHIDFHRI
WKH(DUWKDQGZHÊUHQRWPDN
LQJRQHGURSPRUHRIWKHVWXII
Ì:HPXVWGRHYHU\WKLQJZH
FDQ GR WR SUHYHQW SROOXWLRQ
IURPHQWHULQJRXUZDWHUZD\VÍ
KH VDLG Ì :H FRQWLQXH WR
VSHQG PLOOLRQV RI GROODUV RI
2KLRDQVÊ PRQH\ RQ +2KLR
SURJUDPV DQG PLWLJDWLRQ RI
QXWULHQWORDGLQWRWKHZHVWHUQ
EDVLQ RI /DNH (ULH +RXVH %LOO
 LV D PDMRU VWHS EDFN
ZDUGVÍ
$W LVVXH DUH ÌHSKHPHUDOÍ
VRLO LQGHQWDWLRQV WKDW DUH GU\
PXFK RI WKH \HDU EXW VZHOO LQ
ZHW VHDVRQV XOWLPDWHO\ MRLQ
LQJZLWKVWUHDPVRQWKHLUZD\
WR /DNH (ULH DQG RWKHU ZDWHU
ZD\V7KH\DUHDWWKHFRUHRID
IHGHUDO GLVSXWH RYHU ZKHWKHU
WKH\ VKRXOG EH UHJXODWHG DV
ÌQDYLJDEOHZDWHUVÍ
6WDWH 5HS 'RQ -RQHV  5
)UHHSRUW  ZKR YRWHG Ì\HVÍ
VDLG SHUPLWV DQG PLWLJDWLRQ
UHTXLUHPHQWV KLNH FRVWV IRU
EXVLQHVVHV LQFOXGLQJ PLQLQJ
LQWHUHVWVLQKLVVRXWKHDVW2KLR
GLVWULFW
Ì:HÊUH WU\LQJ WR UHJXODWH

PXGSXGGOHVVRWRVSHDNEH
FDXVHWKHUHÊVRQO\ZDWHUWKHUH
ZKHQHYHULWUDLQVRUWKHVQRZ
PHOWVÍ0U-RQHVVDLGÌ,DP
DOO DERXW FOHDQ ZDWHU :HÊYH
VSHQW PLOOLRQV RI GROODUV RQ
+2KLR HYHU\ \HDU WR WU\ WR
PDNHVXUHWKDWZHKDYHFOHDQ
ZDWHU  %XW ZH KDYH WR XQ
GHUVWDQG WKDW WKHUH DUH VRPH
UXOHV È DQG WKLV LV RQH RI
WKHPÈWKDWDUHQRWUHDOO\GR
LQJZKDWHYHU\ERG\WKLQNVLWÊV
GRLQJ
Ì,WKLQNZHMXVWKDYHWRXQ
GHUVWDQGZHÊYHJRWWRVWRSWU\
LQJ WR SHQDOL]H FRPSDQLHV LQ
P\ GLVWULFW DQG DFURVV WKH
VWDWHRI2KLRWKDWDUHWU\LQJWR
GRWKHULJKWWKLQJÍKHVDLG
6WDWH 5HS +DUD] *KDQEDUL
53HUU\VEXUJ FDVWDUDUH5H
SXEOLFDQ GLVVHQWLQJ YRWH +H
VDLG KH VDZ RQ 6DWXUGD\ WKH
LPSDFW RI SROOXWDQWV RQ 2KLR
ZDWHUVDWWKHWKDQQLYHUVDU\
RI3DUWQHUVIRU&OHDQ6WUHDPVÊ
&OHDQ<RXU6WUHDPV'D\
Ì:KLOH,XQGHUVWDQGWKHLQ
WHQWRIWKHOHJLVODWLRQZHPXVW
SURWHFW RXU ZDWHUZD\V ERWK
GULQNLQJ DQG UHFUHDWLRQDO

QRZDQGIRUDOOIXWXUHJHQHUD
WLRQVÍ0U*KDQEDULVDLGÌ0\
YRWH WRGD\ XQGHUVFRUHV WKDW
FRPPLWPHQWÍ
)RUPHU 3UHVLGHQW 'RQDOG
7UXPS PRYHG ODVW \HDU WR
XQGR WKH WLJKWHU UHJXODWLRQ
IURP KLV 'HPRFUDWLF SUHGH
FHVVRU 3UHVLGHQW %DUDFN
2EDPD7KH7UXPSUHZULWHRI
WKH IHGHUDO &OHDQ :DWHU $FW
KDV EHHQ FKDOOHQJHG LQ WKH
FRXUWV
0U +XGVRQ+LOO\HU VDLG 
VWDWHVGRQRWUHJXODWHHSKHP
HUDOVWUHDPV
7KH\ FRQWHQG WKH FKDQJH
ZRXOG PDNH LW HDVLHU IRU GH
YHORSPHQW WR RFFXU LQ VXFK
DUHDV ERRVWLQJ MRE JURZWK
DQG IXHOLQJ JRYHUQPHQW WD[
FRIIHUV
7KH 2KLR (QYLURQPHQWDO
3URWHFWLRQ $JHQF\ KDV HVWL
PDWHG WKDW  RI 
PLOHV RI 2KLR VWUHDPV DUH
HSKHPHUDO :KLOH WKH\ PD\
QRW VXSSRUW ILVK RU RWKHU
DTXDWLFOLIHWKH\DUHDWWKHWRS
RI WKH ZDWHUVKHG DQG FRXOG
ZKHQ UDLQIDOO FRPHV DIIHFW
ZDWHUTXDOLW\GRZQVWUHDPWKH
GHSDUWPHQWVD\V
&RQWDFW-LP3URYDQFHDW
MSURYDQFH#WKHEODGHFRP

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
x visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
x visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
x visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
x visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
x Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
x Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
x Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
x Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
x Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
x Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Kaffenbarger nominated for national award
Submitted story

tomer service (Serving
others, Teamwork, Attitude, Reliability), superviDr. Daniel Kaffensors within the agency
barger, superintendent
work to encourage their
of Madison-Champaign
Educational Service Cen- teachers, paraprofessionals, nurses, and many othter (MCCESC) has been
ers to exude a servant’s
nominated for the 20212022 national LifeChang- heart.
Dr. K was most recently
er of the Year award.
named the Outstanding
Dr. Kaffenbarger, also
known as Dr. K, was nom- Superintendent by the
Southwest Region of
inated by an anonymous
colleague. He has been in the Ohio School Boards
Association. His excellent
education for more than
performance is demon40 years and is enterstrated through the hard
ing his final year at the
work he puts forth on a
MCCESC as he plans on
daily basis to support the
retiring in July 2022.
MCCESC provides edu- requests and needs of the
nine districts and two
cational services for the
counties’ most vulnerable career-tech centers served
children. Dr. Kaffenbarger by MCCESC. Dr. K holds
monthly meetings for
has worked with his
administrative team over superintendents - one for
Madison County and one
the past several years to
for Champaign County.
establish a mission of
“We Work to Serve,” and He holds quarterly meetings for area principals
the staff does just that.
Using the STAR of cus- and serves on the Busi-

ness Advisory Council,
Kiwanis, and the Family
Children First Council,
along with being a leader
within his church.

school year.
1 Grand Prize Winner –
will receive $10,000 to be
shared with their school/
district.
4 Grand Prize Finalists – will receive $5,000
About LifeChanger of the
to be shared with their
Year
school/district.
Sponsored by the
10 LifeChanger Award
National Life Group
Foundation, LifeChanger Winners – will receive
$3,000 to be shared with
of the Year recognizes
and rewards the very best their school/district.
1 Spirit Award Winner
K-12 educators and school
district employees across – This award is given to
the nominee whose comthe United States who
munity demonstrates the
are making a difference
most support for their
in the lives of students by
nomination. The winner
exemplifying excellence,
will receive $5,000 to be
positive influence and
shared with their school/
leadership.
district.
Each school year,
1 Capstone Award WinLifeChanger of the Year
ner - This award is given
receives hundreds of
to a nominee retiring at
nominations from all 50
states and the District of the
end of the 2019-20
Columbia. Eighteen individual LifeChanger of the school year. The winner
Year awards will be given will receive $3,000 to be
shared with their school
during the 2021-2022

or district.
1 Spotlight Award Winner – This award is given
to a nominee in a specific
discipline each year.
For 2021-22, the
Spotlight Award will be
given to a school nurse.
The winner will receive
$5,000 to be shared with
their school or district.
Winners are
chosen by a selection
committee comprised
of former winners and
education professionals.
Nominees must be
K-12 teachers or school
district employees.
To be considered for
an award, nominees
must make a positive
impact in the lives
of students; enhance
their school or district’s
atmosphere, culture
and pride; demonstrate
exemplary leadership at
the school and/or district
level; possess a proven

record of professional
excellence; show
commitment to building
a nurturing environment
that supports learning;
adhere to the highest
moral and ethical
standards.
A resource page with
ideas for how to celebrate nominees can be
found at http://lifechangeroftheyear.com/showspirit/.
To view Dr. Kaffenbarger’s LifeChanger of
the Year nominee profile,
or to nominate someone from your school
community, visit www.
LifeChangeroftheYear.
com.
Information from LifeChanger of
the Year, a national recognition
program that honors K-12 public
school educators and employees
who are making a difference in the
lives of students by exemplifying
excellence, positive influence, and
leadership.

TODAY IN HISTORY
The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday,
Sept. 21, the 264th day
of 2021. There are 101
days left in the year.
Today’s Highlights in History
On Sept. 21, 1989,
Hurricane Hugo crashed
into Charleston, South
Carolina (the storm was
blamed for 56 deaths in
the Caribbean and 29
in the United States).
Twenty-one students in
Alton, Texas, died when
their school bus, hit by a
soft-drink delivery truck,
careened into a waterfilled pit.
On this date
In 1792, the French
National Convention
voted to abolish the monarchy.
In 1912, magician
Harry Houdini first
publicly performed his
“Water Torture Cell” trick
at the Circus Busch in

regular-season walkout
Korea and South Korea, decades were allowed to borders in an unprecBerlin.
family members who
visit each other as both
edented family-reunion
ever.
In 1938, a hurricane
countries opened their
program.
In 1985, in North
had been separated for
struck parts of New York
and New England, causing widespread damage
Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
and claiming some 700
for
Authority
to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
lives.
For
Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
In 1948, Milton Berle
to
Continue
its Demand Side Management Program, and
made his debut as perFor
Approval
of a Change in Accounting Methods
manent host of “The
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Texaco Star Theater” on
NBC-TV.
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
In 1961, the first
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
Boeing CH-47 Chinook
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
military helicopter made
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
its first hovering flight.
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
In 1981, the Senate
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
unanimously confirmed
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
the nomination of
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Sandra Day O’Connor to
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
become the first female
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
justice on the Supreme
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
Court.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
In 1982, Amin
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Gemayel, brother of
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
Lebanon’s assassi visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
nated president-elect,
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
Bashir Gemayel, was
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
himself elected presi
visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
dent. National Football
business hours;
League players began a

visiting
Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
57-day strike, their first
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.

Flights
From page 1

The tougher rules for unvaccinated Americans
come as the White House has moved to impose
sweeping vaccination-or-testing requirements affecting as many as 100 million people in an effort to
encourage holdouts to get shots.
Fully vaccinated passengers will not be required to
quarantine, Zients said.
There will be no immediate change to U.S. land
border policies, which restrict much cross-border
travel with Mexico and Canada.
The travel bans had become the source of growing
geopolitical frustration, particularly among allies in
the UK and EU. The easing comes ahead of Biden
meeting with some European leaders on the margins of the United Nations General Assembly this
week.
“This is based on individuals rather than a
country-based approach, so it’s a stronger system,”
Zients said.
The EU and UK had previously moved to allow
vaccinated U.S. travelers in without quarantines, in
an effort to boost business and tourism. But the EU
recommended last month that some travel restrictions be reimposed on U.S. travelers to the bloc
because of the rampant spread of the delta variant
of the coronavirus in America.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
will require airlines to collect contact information
from international travelers to facilitate tracing,
Zients said.
It was not immediately clear which vaccines would
be acceptable under the U.S. system and whether
those unapproved in the U.S. could be used. Zients
said that decision would be up to the CDC.
Monday’s announcement was met with applause
by the air travel industry, which has lost significant
revenue from declines in international travel.

Concerns
From page 1

drivers is a national issue,” said Hoffman. “We put out
a $500 incentive and we have two new drivers. One
already has their permit and one is getting ready to
receive their permit. In the next month, we should be
in a lot better spot.”
Reach Anna at (937) 508-2303

Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Alex Wood throws his arms in the air in victory after being announced as the hot pepper eating contest winner. The pepper eating
contest was part of the Chili Cook-off and Festival in downtown Urbana on Saturday.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)

and maintenance staff —
haven’t decided.
He also worries that
it
will
be difficult to hire
From page 1
new workers when the
hospital is already shortin some cases just to
maintain services that are handed.
“It doesn’t make us
essential, and there are
going to be some delays” feel too confident that
in care, said Troy Bruntz, this isn’t going to turn
into something short of a
president and CEO at
nightmare for American
Community Hospital in
health care,” he said.
McCook, Nebraska.
Many hospitals and
He said 25 of the
nursing homes are
hospital’s 330 employalready suffering staff
ees said they would
shortages because
definitely resign if they
many nurses and others
were required to be vachave quit as a result of
cinated. The remainder
of the approximately 100 pandemic-related burnout
or have left for lucrative
unvaccinated employees
jobs traveling from state
— a group that includes
nurses as well as cleaning to state.

Hospitals

Land
From page 1

County Auditor, Karen
Bailey, and Champaign
County Treasurer, Robin
Edwards are also scheduled to speak. Bailey
will provide information
regarding the prop-

erty taxation process.
Edwards will outline the
process regarding collection of property tax
delinquencies, including the county’s current
and continued efforts
to address property tax
delinquencies in Champaign County.
Information from City of Urbana

Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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Workhorse
From Page A1

through
cooperation,
not through litigation,”
Dauch said. “By withdrawing our protest, we
can also better focus our
time and resources on
initiatives that we expect
will be more productive
for our company.”
The withdrawal headed off oral arguments that
were scheduled last week
in the case before the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims.
In July, lawyers for
the government and for
Oshkosh filed similar
motions asking the court
to dismiss Workhorse’s
claim, arguing the company did not exhaust its
administrative remedies
with the postal service.
Oshkosh’s
motion
states Workhorse initiated the first step of the
appeal process, but when
it was determined the
award was proper, instead
of further appealing the
decision, Workhorse “sat
idle for three months” before filing the complaint
in court.
“Workhorse’s failure
to complete the administrative appeal process is
fatal to its case,” the motion states.
Last month, the Wall
Street Journal reported
Workhorse was being investigated by the enforcement division of the U.S.
Securities and Exchange

Ryan

From Page A1

duties by voting remotely
until he can safely return
to Washington, D.C.
“What we have learned
over the last year and a
half is that we are in this
together, and I urge all
Ohioans to help us crush
this pandemic by wearing
a mask and getting vaccinated so that we can get
back to normal,” he said.
“I’d like to extend my
deepest thanks to Mercy
Health who treated me
and health care workers across Ohio who are
fighting COVID-19 on the
front lines every day. You
are the true heroes of this
pandemic.”
Ryan, who is running
for the U.S. Senate next
year, was to have a fundraiser for that campaign
Saturday at a private residence in Poland.
The fundraiser will
either be rescheduled
or held virtually, said
Christopher
Anderson
of Boardman, one of
the event’s hosts and
head of the Ohio Young
Democrats.
“Unfortunately, breakthrough cases happen,”
he said. “I’m glad Tim’s
symptoms are mild.”
When the event was
going to be in-person,
Anderson said, those attending would have been
required to be vaccinated,
and the hosts were going
to follow all guidelines
from the U.S. Centers

Commission. The paper
cited a June 30 letter denying a public records
request from a self-described short-seller.
In August, Workhorse
sold nearly three-quarters of its equity stake in
Lordstown Motors when
it unloaded 11.9 million
shares of the Lordstownbased electric truck startup’s Class A common
stock July 1 to Aug. 6.
The
sale
netted
Workhorse about $78.8
million, but the company reported to the SEC
it booked a $52.1 million
loss with the sell-off.
Workhorse
and
Lordstown Motors early
on partnered on a threeyear license agreement
that gives Lordstown
Motors access to certain
intellectual property in
exchange for 10 percent
stake in the company,
which plans to launch its
all-electric pickup truck,
the Endurance, in limited
production sometime this
month.
Both companies were
founded by Steve Burns,
who abruptly resigned at
Lordstown Motors CEO in
June. No reason was given for his stepping down,
but the move came in tune
with an admission by the
company that statements
regarding preorders for
the company’s flagship
truck, the Endurance,
were inaccurate.
rselak@tribtoday.com

for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Ryan received national
attention when he criticized House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy’s
July 28 complaints about
the CDC’s recommendations for wearing face
masks on the House floor
as the delta variant of the
virus was spreading. That
recommendation led the
U.S. Capitol’s attending
physician, Congress’ top
doctor, to require House
members to again wear
masks even though some
Republicans refused to
comply.
“I just find it absolutely immature and appalling to somehow diminish
(COVID-19) to try to score
cheap political points and
that’s exactly what we
saw a few minutes ago,”
Ryan said on the House
floor. “That is beneath a
minority leader of one of
the major political parties in the United States
of America saying we
should take no caution.”
He added: “Just stop
with this craziness. We’re
trying to be safe, trying
to protect our family
members, our kids, our
parents, close relatives,
and the minority leader
mocks that, mocks it and
mocks the top doctor.”
Ryan said of masks
at the time: “I hate these
things. It’s terrible having
to put this back on. We do
it because the top doctor
for all of us asks us to.”
dskolnick@vindy.com

Trial

From Page A1

Bennett is no longer employed by the board of developmental disabilities, according to the human resources office.
The trial is expected to take one day, and the state is
expected to call six witnesses, including the victim and
Austintown police officers who investigated the case,
according to assistant Prosecutor Rob Bennett.
Bennett posted a $4,000 surety bond in March 2020.
gvogrin@tribtoday.com

Taliban fighters attacked by IS
DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates (AP) — The
extremist Islamic State
group has claimed responsibility for a series
of deadly roadside bombs
targeting Taliban fighters
in eastern Afghanistan,
raising the specter of wider conflict between the
countryás new Taliban
rulers and their long-time
rivals.
A string of explosions
struck Taliban vehicles
in Afghanistanás provincial city of Jalalabad
over the weekend, killing eight people, among

them Taliban fighters.
On Monday, three more
explosions were heard in
the city, an IS stronghold,
with unconfirmed reports
of additional Taliban
casualties.
The Taliban are under
pressure to contain IS
militants, in part to make
good on a promise to the
international community
that they will prevent the
staging of terror attacks
from Afghan soil. There is
also a widely held expectation that the new rulers
will at least restore a measure of public safety.
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Spanish flu
From Page A1

For now, the pandemic
still has the United States
and other parts of the
world firmly in its jaws.
While the delta-fueled
surge in infections may
have peaked, U.S. deaths
are running at over 1,900
a day on average, the highest level since early March,
and the country’s overall
toll topped 675,000 Monday,
according to the count
kept by Johns Hopkins
University, though the
real number is believed to
be higher.
Winter may bring a new
surge, with the University
of Washington’s influential model projecting
an additional 100,000 or
so Americans will die of
COVID-19 by Jan. 1, which
would bring the overall
U.S. toll to 776,000.
The 1918-19 influenza
pandemic killed 50 million victims globally at a
time when the world had
one-quarter the population
it does now. Global deaths
from COVID-19 now stand
at more than 4.6 million.
The Spanish flu’s U.S.
death toll is a rough guess,
given the incomplete records of the era and the
poor scientific understanding of what caused
the illness. The 675,000
figure comes from the

U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
The ebbing of COVID-19
could happen if the virus
progressively weakens as
it mutates and more and
more humans’ immune
systems learn to attack
it. Vaccination and surviving infection are the
main ways the immune
system improves. Breastfed infants also gain some
immunity
from
their
mothers.
Under that optimistic
scenario, schoolchildren
would get mild illness that
trains their immune systems. As they grow up, the
children would carry the
immune response memory, so that when they are
old and vulnerable, the
coronavirus would be no
more dangerous than cold
viruses.
The same goes for today’s vaccinated teens:
Their
immune
systems would get stronger
through the shots and mild
infections.
“We will all get infected,” Antia predicted. “What’s important is
whether the infections are
severe.”
Something similar happened with the H1N1 flu
virus, the culprit in the
1918-19 pandemic. It encountered too many people who were immune, and
it also eventually weakened through mutation.

A3
H1N1 still circulates today,
but immunity acquired
through infection and vaccination has triumphed.
Getting an annual flu
shot now protects against
H1N1 and several other
strains of flu. To be sure,
flu kills between 12,000
and 61,000 Americans each
year, but on average, it is
a seasonal problem and a
manageable one.
Before COVID-19, the
1918-19 flu was universally
considered the worst pandemic disease in human
history. Whether the current scourge ultimately
proves deadlier is unclear.
In many ways, the
1918-19 flu — which was
wrongly named Spanish
flu because it first received
widespread news coverage
in Spain — was worse.
Spread by the mobility
of World War I, it killed
young, healthy adults in
vast numbers. No vaccine
existed to slow it, and there

were no antibiotics to treat
secondary bacterial infections. And, of course, the
world was much smaller.
Yet jet travel and mass
migrations threaten to increase the toll of the current pandemic. Much of
the world is unvaccinated.
And the coronavirus has
been full of surprises.
Markel said he is continually astounded by the
magnitude of the disruption the pandemic has
brought to the planet.
“I was gobsmacked
by the size of the quarantines” the Chinese government undertook initially, Markel said, “and
I’ve since been gob-gobgob-smacked to the nth
degree.”
The lagging pace of U.S.
vaccinations is the latest
source of his astonishment.
Just under 64% of the
U.S. population has received as least one dose of
the vaccine.

Touch-ups

Big or SHOP LOCAL
Small

Need to protect your car's wheel
wells or touch-up some nicks on
your riding mower?

7075 SR 446, Canfield, OH 44406

330-533-3384 • tptools.com
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Advocates sue state over newly drawn district maps
By FARNOUSH AMIRI
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS — The newly
drawn legislative district maps
in Ohio were contested for the
third time Monday, when state
and national civic groups filed
suit alleging the Republicancontrolled redistricting process
violated voters’ rights.
The newest lawsuit, filed
in the Ohio Supreme Court by
three advocacy organizations
and six individual Ohioans,
seeks to block the maps of Ohio
House and Senate districts
passed Sept. 16 along party lines
by the GOP-dominated Ohio
Redistricting Commission and
require the commission to draw

new districts.
“These maps should not be allowed to exist,” Pierette “Petee”
Talley, one of the named plaintiffs, said in a statement. “If the
maps remain in place, millions
of Ohioans, particularly black
Ohioans and other people of color who live in these gerrymandered communities like Toledo,
won’t have a voice in any policies impacting their lives
that come out of the Columbus
statehouse.”
The litigation follows in
line with legal action taken
by the National Democratic
Redistricting Committee’s legal
arm and the ACLU on behalf of
the League of Women Voters,
A. Philip Randolph Institute

Woman reports being
robbed at knifepoint
YOUNGSTOWN — A city woman, 61, reported that
she was robbed of cash by a man with a knife on Garland
Avenue near Verona Avenue.
She said that while walking, a teenager about 6 feet
tall wearing baggy jeans and a white tee shirt pulled the
knife and demanded money. She gave him money, and
he fled on foot, she said.
The attack occurred at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday — four
hours before the woman reported it.
A report was not available before Monday because
of a shortage of police department clerical employees to
provide them Thursday and Friday.

Lawyers: Man killed no one, seeks
to dismiss death penalty possibility
WAVERLY (AP) —
Attorneys for an Ohio man
charged in eight slayings
want the aggravated murder charges and the possibility of a death penalty to
be dismissed because they
say prosecutors now have
information indicating he
didn’t kill anyone.
George Wagner IV, his
parents and adult brother
were charged in the 2016
Rhoden family shootings
near Piketon in southern
Ohio.
In a court filing Friday
in Pike County, lawyers
for the 29-year-old Wagner
questioned the fairness of
proceeding with the capital
case when recent information turned over by prosecutors indicates Wagner
didn’t kill the victims.
His brother, Edward
“Jake” Wagner, pleaded
guilty earlier this year and

admitted fatally shooting
five people. Prosecutors
said Jake Wagner gave a
full account of what happened and led them to additional evidence.
His mother, Angela
Wagner, pleaded guilty
this month to helping to
plan the slayings, and
prosecutors said she gave
them new information.
In exchange, prosecutors
agreed to drop aggravated
murder charges against
her.
Those plea deals include agreements to testify against the remaining defendants — George
Wagner IV and his father,
who has pleaded not guilty
— if those cases go to trial.
Authorities say the
shootings stemmed from
a dispute over custody of
a child Jake Wagner had
with one of the victims.

Ryan

and state Sen. Matt Dolan.
The seat is open because
incumbent Republican Rob
Portman isn’t seeking reelection next year.
A poll conducted by
WPA
Intelligence
of
Washington, D.C., and paid
for by Mandel’s campaign
shows he is leading the field
with 37 percent of the vote,
followed by Vance with 13
percent, Gibbons with 8
percent and Timken with 6
percent. The poll also lists
26 percent as undecided.
The
telephone
poll
of about 510 registered
Republican voters, taken
Sept. 20 to last Thursday,
has a 4.3 percent margin of
error.

From Page A5

and with the dignity that
comes from joining a
union,” Burga said.
Ryan, a 10-term House
member, will face Morgan
Harper, an attorney and
community organizer who
lost a 2020 congressional
race, in the Democratic primary in May 2022.
The Republican candidates include Josh Mandel,
a former state treasurer; former Ohio Republican Party
Chairwoman Jane Timken;
businessmen
Bernie
Moreno, Mike Gibbons and
Mark Pukita; J.D. Vance, author and venture capitalist;

dskolnick@vindy.com

Penguin swimming welcomes
new high school program to pool
HOWLAND — The Howland Board of Education has
approved an agreement with Penguin Swimming to provide services to the high school girls’ swim team.
Superintendent Kevin Spicher said at Monday’s
board meeting the swim team has been swimming at the
Hubbard schools’ swimming pool and now will be at the
pool at Youngstown State University.
He said the swimmers will each pay a $100 fee for using
the YSU pool in addition to a club fee of around $35 and any
parking fees.
Some parents of swimmers have addressed the school
board about the swim location.
Nick Mavrogianis, who has a daughter on the swim
team, said the Hubbard location has served the swimmers
well but the YSU pool offers a college level swimming program and a new location for swimming.
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and individual voters, each alleging the maps violate Ohio’s
constitution.
In addition to Talley, the
plaintiffs in the lawsuit include
five individual voters, as well
as the Council on AmericanIslamic Relations of Ohio,
Ohio Organizing Collaborative
and the Ohio Environmental
Council. The plaintiffs are
represented by the Brennan
Center for Justice at New York
University’s School of Law and
law firm Reed Smith.
The complaint asserts the
new maps would maintain the
GOP veto-proof supermajorities
in both chambers of the Ohio
Legislature, in contradiction
with the Republicans’ share of

Girard
From Page A5

that increase would be effective
January 2026 for the start of the
next four-year term.
Council President Reynald
Paolone said no pay raises can be
in-term but can go into effect with
the start of the new term.
Councilman-at-Large
John
Moliterno said council and the
council president currently make

the vote in statewide and federal
elections over the past decade of
54 percent.
“Ohio’s general assembly
should fully represent Ohio’s
black and brown communities,
not serve as a power trip for
one political party,” Jeniece
Brock, policy and advocacy director of the Ohio Organizing
Collaborative, said in a statement Monday. “We need a representative and responsive
government that hears our communities’ voices on everything
from healthcare costs, to student
debt, to police accountability.”
Republican Senate President
Matt Huffman, who led the
Republican map-making effort,
has defended the maps as fair

$7,900 per year, which does not
qualify for credit toward the Ohio
Public Employees Retirement
System because the figure is is too
low.
Being proposed is to increase
the pay for council and council
president in 2026 to $8,658. Other
increases would be to $8,811 in
2025, $8,964 in 2026, $9,123 in 2027,
$9,287 in 2028, and $9,443 in 2029.
The treasurer would receive $8,964
in January 2026.
Moliterno said these can’t go

and constitutionally compliant — criticizing Democrats
and special interest groups for
thwarting a bipartisan deal.
John Fortney, a spokesman
for Huffman, called the latest legal challenge an example of “another elitist D.C. think tank representing more far left groups
attempts to lecture Ohioans
about the liberal definition of
fairness.”
The Ohio Supreme Court has
original and exclusive jurisdiction in deciding the map challenges. Justices face some pressure to act quickly, should they
decide to send the maps back to
the drawing board. Candidates
must register for 2022 elections
on Feb. 2.

into effect in 2022 since many of
the members already have been
re-elected last spring or are unopposed in Nov. 2 general election
ballot.
Second Ward Councilman Mark
Standohar said PERS has established a minimum salary in order
to get one year of service credit.
“Currently council does not
meet that threshold to get a year’s
credit of service, nor will it for the
next two years,” he said,
bcoupland@tribtoday.com
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community
Little Miss Apple Festival display now open
From staff reports

JACKSON — After a
year hiatus due to the
pandemic, the Jackson
Apple Festival is finally
back in action.
Also making a comeback is the outgoing
Little Miss Apple Festival exhibit at the Ohio
Valley Bank’s Jackson
Office, which features
2019 title holder Kennedy
Knittel.
Due to the cancelation
of last year’s Apple
Festival events, Knittel
retained her title in 2020.
Her display, which features some of her favorite dresses worn during
her reign, was officially
opened with a private
ribbon cutting ceremony
at the bank. The display
also includes a scrapbook and pictures of
Knittel representing the
Apple Festival at various
events, and a photo area
with 80th Apple Festival
background.
Those interested in
seeing the display may
do so from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Monday through
Friday during lobby
hours. The display will
remain open through the
duration of the festival.
OVB Assistant Vice
President and Region

Submitted photo

OVB President and Chief Operating Officer Larry Miller is picSubmitted photo
tured with 2019 Little Miss Apple Festival Kennedy Knittel.
2019 Little Miss Apple Festival Kennedy Knittel is pictured with the top 10 finalists.

Manager of Jackson
County Joe Wyant
presented Knittel with a
gift to celebrate her twoyear reign. Knittel is the
daughter of Chad and
Brittny Knittel.
In addition to honoring Knittel, Wyant also
recognized this year’s
Little Miss Apple Festival finalists.
This year’s finalists
are Callie Baisden,
daughter of Tyler and
Brittany Baisden; Carlie

‘Harvest For A
Heart’ Dinner
set for Sept. 27
JACKSON — The
Jackson County Heart
Support Group’s annual
“Harvest For A Heart”
Dinner is set for Monday,
Sept. 27, at 6 p.m. The
event will be held at the
Jackson Christ United
Methodist Church’s
Family Life Center.
Tickets are $20, and can
be purchased at Village

Haircutters (151 Broadway Street, Jackson) or
by calling 740-418-1075.
There will be an auction with Ed Henderson,
a match box raffle and
split the pot. The match
box raffle will begin
at 6 p.m. All proceeds
benefit heart and cancer patients in Jackson
County.

2021 School
Spirit Project
underway
JACKSON — The
Jackson County Department of Job and Family
Service’s “2021 School
Spirit Project” is underway. Jackson County
Children enrolled in
K-12 whose household
income does not exceed 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines

(FPG) may be eligible
for up to $150 per child.
Vouchers may be used
toward the purchase of
shoes, backpacks and/
or socks at the Shoe
Department. Applications are available at
the agency and will be
accepted through 3 p.m.
on Thursday, Sept. 30.

Baisden, daughter of
Tyler and Brittany
Baisden; Alivia Brown,
daughter of Josh and
Tashina Brown; Hayzlee Brown, daughter
of Austin and Brianna
Brown; Natalie Har-

wood, daughter of Jason
and Kylee Harwood;
Tyleah Henderson,
daughter of Jon and
Tina Ison; Hadly House,
daughter of Brandon
and Katie House; Saydie
Newkirk, daughter of
Kristin Bierhup and Michael Newkirk; Makayla

Simpson, daughter of
Joseph and Heather
Simpson; and Annabelle
Trumble, daughter of
Jaimie McCown-Perry
and Raymond Perry.
The top 10 contest for
the finalists mentioned
above is set for Saturday,
Sept. 25, at 11 a.m. on the

Bellisio Foods Stage at
the Jackson Apple Festival. The crowning will
happen at 12:15 p.m.
More information can
be found at Ohio Valley
Bank’s website at www.
ovbc.com or Facebook
page at www.facebook.
com/OhioValleyBank.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)

Women’s cancer
screenings in
Vinton County
to all women, uninMCARTHUR — Ohio
sured, underinsured or
University’s Women’s
insured. Appointments
Health Clinic will ofare required, and women
should call 740-593-2432
fer breast and cervical
or 1-800-844-2654 for an
cancer screenings on
appointment.
the mobile medical unit
parked beside Campbell’s
Services offered inMarket in McArthur
clude breast health edulocated at 630 W. Main St. cation, PAP tests, breast
on Tuesday, Oct. 19 from and pelvic exams, order
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
and scheduling of mamThrough its Women’s
mograms and navigation
Health Clinic, the Ohio
through the continuum
University Heritage Com- of care. The Breast and
munity Clinic has long
Cervical Cancer Project
provided mobile women’s (BCCP) will be available
cancer screening clinics
for no-cost breast and
throughout southeastern cervical cancer screenOhio as part of its misings and diagnostic testsion to improve women’s ing to qualified women
health in the region.
who meet eligibility
Services are available
criteria.
From staff reports

Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.
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COMMUNITY
Church yard Early voting for general
sale to benefit election starts next week
student
ministries
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 31, from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m.
JACKSON — Did you
The final day to vote
know you can cast your
early in-person at the
ballot for the 2021 GenBoard of Elections Office
eral Election in Jackson will begin at 8 a.m. and
County early?
end at 2 p.m. on Monday,
Early in-person voting Nov. 1, 2021.
will begin Tuesday, Oct.
The General Election
5, 2021.
is scheduled for Tuesday,
To vote early, visit the Nov. 2. The polls will be
Jackson County Board of open from 6:30 a.m. to
Elections Office, located 7:30 p.m.
at 25 E. South St, Suite
Below is a list of where
B, in Jackson. Reminder each precinct will be votthe Board of Elections
ing this year.
Office moved over the
Bloomfield Townsummer to the the Jack- ship will be voting at the
Madison-Jefferson Bingo
son County Job & FamHall (located at 175 E.
ily Services Building.
The Board of Elections is Main Street in Oak Hill).
Coal 1 (Village of
located in the back side
of the building, enter the Coalton) and Coal 2
(Coal Township) will be
left door.
The hours for early in- voting at the Jackson Memorial Building (located
person voting are:
at 145 Broadway Street in
Tuesday, Oct. 5
Jackson).
through Friday, Oct. 22
Franklin Township
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
will be voting at the JackMonday, Oct. 25
son Area YMCA (located
through Friday, Oct. 29,
at 594 E. Main Street in
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Jackson).
Saturday, October 30,

BY JEREMIAH SHAVER
Courier Multimedia Journalist

JACKSON — The Jackson First Church of the
Nazarene, located at 251 Powell Drive in Jackson,
will host its annual community yard sale Oct. 1-2
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. All proceeds will go
toward children and youth ministries. For more
information or questions call 740-286-2864.

Jackson City
Planning
Commission
to meet
JACKSON — The
Jackson City Planning
Commission Committee
will be holding a meeting on Monday, Oct. 4,
at 7 p.m. in Jackson City
Council Chambers on
Portsmouth Street in
Jackson. This meeting is
to discuss the request/
application for rezoning

of property located at 265
Pearl Street. The Zoning
Board of Appeals has
granted “Conditional
Use” of this property
and the Planning Commission will now consider the rezoning of this
property from B2 to R2.
The public is welcome to
attend.

Cassandra Mayers
named 2022
Distinguished
Young Woman of
Vinton County
The Distinguished
Young Women of Vinton
County, a scholarship
program for high school
girls, has named Vinton
County’s 2022 Distinguished Young Woman
and runner-up.
Cassandra Mayers,
daughter of Blair and
Laura Mayers, was
named winner of the
competition. She plans
to attend The Ohio State
University to become a
physician’s assistant.
She will represent
Vinton County in the
Distinguished Young
Women of Ohio program
held mid November in
Marysville, Ohio, where
she will compete for
more scholarship money,
according to a Facebook
post by the organization.
Tomi Sue Schweikert,
daughter of Mark and
Jana Schweikert, was
selected as runner-up
in the Vinton County
program. Tomi plans to
attend the University

Hamilton Township
will be voting at the
Madison-Jefferson Bingo
Hall (located at 175 E.
Main Street in Oak Hill).
Jackson Township
will be voting at the
Jackson-Vinton Community Action (located at
118 S. New York Avenue
in Wellston).
Liberty Township
will be voting at the Jackson Memorial Building
(located at 145 Broadway
Street in Jackson)
Scioto Township will
be voting at the Jackson Memorial Building
(located at 145 Broadway
Street in Jackson).
Washington Township will be voting at the
Jackson-Vinton Community Action (located at
118 S. New York Avenue
in Wellston).
City of Jackson, and
Lick Township will be
voting at the Jackson
Area YMCA (located at
594 E. Main Street in
Jackson).
City of Wellston, and

Milton Township will
be voting at the JacksonVinton Community
Action (located at 118
S. New York Avenue in
Wellston).
Jefferson Township,
Madison Township,
and Village of Oak
Hill will be voting at
the Madison-Jefferson
Bingo Hall (located at
175 E. Main Street in
Oak Hill).
Absentee ballots will
begin being mailed out
on Oct. 5, 2021. Absentee
ballots may be returned
to the Board Office inperson until Tuesday,
Nov. 2, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. If
they are being returned
by mail they must be
postmarked by the Post
Office by midnight Monday, Nov. 1, 2021.
If you have any questions regarding voter
registration, polling
locations, curbside, absentee or early in person
voting, call the Jackson
County Board of Elections at 740-286-2905.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.

Cassandra Mayers
of Cincinnati and study
mortuary science.
Cassandra and Tomi
Sue combined earned
nearly $6,000 in local
scholarship money.

STAY CONNECTED
with your community

Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)
Serving Vinton and Jackson Counties

VintonJacksonCourier.com

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.

SPORTS

Greene County Newspapers

MLB THIS WEEK

Batting title races jumbled
as MLB season winds down
against san diego and
extended their winning
streak to eight games.
The bar for the batting The cardinals lead cincintitle is unusually low this nati by three games for
the second nl wild card.
year — and that’s creatThe fading padres are
ing wild races for the
now 3 1/2 back, along
honor in both leagues.
with philadelphia.
Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
With jack flaherty limleads the majors in hitting
ited to 14 starts so far
with a .321 average, and
this year because of injury
Trea Turner is atop the
problems, 40-year-old
National League at .316.
adam wainwright is 16-7
According to Baseballwith a 2.89 Era for the
Reference.com, the only
cardinals.
time the leaders in both
leagues were at .325 or
lower was in 1960, when Trivia time
Dick Groat topped the
Turner is trying to
NL at .325 and Pete Run- become the first dodgers
nels hit .320 to win the
player to win the batting
AL title.
title since tommy davis in
The lowest average to
1963, and harper is trying
win the NL batting crown to become the first phillie
was .313 by Tony Gwynn to do it since richie ashin 1988. The lowest to
burn in 1958. Aside from
top the AL was .301 by
the rays and diamondCarl Yastrzemski in the
backs, who have never
pitcher-dominated 1968
had a batting champion,
season.
which current franchise
These lower batting
has gone the longest since
averages by the league
its last one?
leaders are consistent
with the sense that the
Line of the week
sport is dominated by
Atlanta’s Eddie Rosario
homers and strikeouts
hit for the cycle Sunday
now. Aside from the
in a 3-0 victory over San
pandemic-shortened 2020 Francisco. He was the
season, nobody has hit
second Braves player to
over .350 Since josh ham- do that recently. Freddie
ilton in 2010.
Freeman pulled it off Aug.
With nobody close to
18 at Miami.
a number like that this
Rosario hit a double in
season, there could be
the second inning, a triple
several players in conten- in the third, a homer in
tion for the batting crown the seventh and a single
until the final day. Housin the ninth.
ton’s michael brantley
(.315) And yuli gurriel
Comeback of the week
(.314) Aren’t far behind
Philadelphia trailed
toronto’s guerrero in the
7-0 against the Cubs on
al. Right behind the dodg- Thursday night after Chiers’ turner in the nl are
cago scored seven runs
another former washing- in the third inning. The
ton national and a current Phillies answered with
one. Bryce harper is hitseven of their own in the
ting .313 And juan soto is fourth and went on to a
at .315.
17-8 victory. Chicago had
a 98.2% chance to win in
the fourth inning, accordHead to head
The st. Louis cardinals ing to Baseball Savant.
swept a three-game series But by the end of the
By Noah Trister
AP Baseball Writer

Browns

pleted 10 of 11 passes
in the first half for 125
yards.
Texans coach David
From page 10
Culley said Taylor got
hurt just before halftime.
said. “He doesn’t let the
“He came off to the
last play affect him good
sideline and was running
or bad – touchdown or
interception. He just rolls to the left, and he kind
of pulled up and knew
with the punches and
something was wrong,”
stays the same.”
Rookie Demetric Felton Culley said. “He thought
caught a short pass from he was OK, but once we
got him in, we realized it
Mayfield, made a spin
move, broke a tackle and was something.”
Taylor was not made
went 33 yards in the third
available to the media.
quarter for an electrifyTaylor’s injury forced
ing TD to put Cleveland
rookie Davis Mills into
ahead for good.
The Texans (1-1) were his first NFL action and
tied at halftime and mov- he threw an interception
on his second series.
ing the ball with ease
Culley was asked if
before losing Taylor for
there’s a chance Watson,
the second half.
who has requested a trade
The 32-year-old, who
and remains exiled, could
spent 2018 with Cleveplay Thursday against
land and got Houston’s
job this season by default Carolina.
“We’ll have to see,” he
because of Deshaun Watson’s legal troubles, com- said.

seventh, it was the Phillies whose chances were
north of 99%.
Philadelphia is two
games behind Atlanta
atop the NL East.

Highlight
Giants pitcher Kevin
Gausman came up as a
pinch-hitter Friday night
in the 11th inning against
Atlanta, and he was able
to hit a bases-loaded sacrifice fly to win the game
6-5. San Francisco had
tied that game on a homer
by Donovan Solano —
also a pinch-hitter — with
two outs in the ninth. The
Giants were out of position players when they
turned to Gausman, who
hit a flyball to right field.
Trivia answer
The Athletics have not
had a batting champ since
1952, when the team was
in Philadelphia. Ferris
Fain won it that year with
a .327 average.
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No. 9 Buckeyes struggle with
Tulsa, pull away for 41-20 win
COLUMBUS, Ohio
(AP) — Freshman running back TreVeyon
Henderson’s big day put
him amid elite company
in the Ohio State record
book, and it couldn’t
have come at a better
time for his decidedly
off-kilter team.
Henderson, in his
third game, broke
Archie Griffin’s 49-yearold freshman rushing
record, romping for
277 yards and three
touchdowns as No. 9
Ohio State struggled
with Tulsa and then
managed to pull away
late for a 41-20 win on
Saturday.
Henderson ran for
scores of 5, 48 and 52
yards, which managed
to paper over some of
the same weaknesses
Ohio State showed in
the 32-25 upset by Oregon last week that sent
the Buckeyes tumbling
in the AP Top 25 poll.
Ohio State was supposed to be getting a
break in the schedule,
the first of two games
against lesser opponents

Jay LaPrete | AP

Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson, left, cuts upfield
against Tulsa defensive back LJ Wallace during the first half of
an NCAA college football game Saturday in Columbus, Ohio.

that would allow the
ironing out of some
glaring issues, particularly with the defense.
Instead, it got a good
tussle.
The Buckeyes (2-1)
were not sharp, but
Tulsa (0-3) just couldn’t
match them blow for
blow and Henderson,
who ran for 69 yards in
the first two games combined, broke through
with huge plays at critical times. A late interception that Cameron
Martinez returned for
a 61-yard touchdown
made the score look

worse than it was for the
persistent Golden Hurricane.
Henderson broke a
freshman rushing record
that has stood since
Griffin ran for 239 yards
on Sept. 30, 1972, in
an Ohio State win over
North Carolina. Griffin
went on to win the Heisman Trophy in 1974 and
‘75, the only two-time
winner in history.
“I wasn’t expecting
something like this, but
I have some big goals for
myself,” Henderson said.
“I got plenty more, so I
got to keep working.”

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.
Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)
General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)
Large General Service (LGS)
Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

Win

West Liberty-Salem 37,
Cedarville 7
WLS picked up with
From page 10
victory with four rushing
TDs and one passing.
Cedarville senior Max
Cale Leitch, his only
Pollander threw and
attempt completed, was
rushed for 56 yards,
the difference.
respectively. Sophomore
Carroll junior Ryan
Jackson Howdyshell
Chapman had 120 yards
added a season-high
in the air on 13-for-25
40 yards rushing and
passing.
scored Cedarville’s lone
Junior Caydon Cuadill
led the team in both rush- TD.
Sophomore Jackson
ing in receiving, gaining
Miller had 12 tackles
97 all-purpose yards.
Junior Elliot Braun had and recovered a fumble.
Sophomore Arman Walk12 tackles and leads the
Greater Catholic League. er also added 11 tackles,
and senior Masin Bowen
Sophomore Noah Mangold added 10 tackles and got an interception with
seven tackles.
forced a fumble.

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.
Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.

SPORTS

Greene County Newspapers

Digest
From page 10

Riley Holkema (Carroll) vs. Lily Webb (Valley View).
Lilly Holbrook (Valley
View) vs. Hannah Litke
(Greeneview)
Kirsten Bottles (Carlisle) vs. Anna Bowman
(Cedarville)
Emily Walls (Carroll)
vs. Harmony Atkinson
(Eaton).
Addy Gill (Greeneview) vs. Mackenzie
Lightner (Miami Valley)
Sara Cooley (Cedarville) vs. Makiya Keeton
(CJ) or Yetta KrummelAdkins (Oakwood)
Lucy Buhrman (Carroll) vs. Anna Jackson
(Carlisle) or Kelsey
Marsden (Greeneview)
Doubles
At Centerville (Oct. 4 and 6)
Zoe Barger and
Kimberly Dutenhaver
(Cedarville) vs. Rory
Adams/Gabby Estep
(Carlisle) or Olivia Eck/
Izzy Orozco (Valley
View)
Karli Beard and
Maria Camacho (Carroll) vs. Elisabeth Collins
and Chelsea Hoskins
(Alter).
Claire Morris and
Jadyn Myers (Greeneview) vs. Maya Baerek and
Clara Deneault (Miami
Valley).
Alice Hook and Lauren Wiesert (Greeneview) vs. Alana Baker/
Annie Schaefer (Alter)
or Anna Kramer/Haneet
Kramer (Eaton)
Ryleigh Burnett
and Hannah Peterson
(Cedarville) vs. Kylie
Gadd and Maggie Montgomery (Preble Shawnee)
Vivian Dao and Meredith Sanders (Carroll)
vs. Casana Lawrence and
Vanessa Maya Soberanos
(Stivers).

Carroll freshman
Rachel Gervais scored
a goal in both halves,
assisted by sophomore
Melanie Hoffman both
times.
Sophomore Lily
Schindler pulled Bellbrook within one with
23 minutes left, but the
Golden Eagles weren’t
able to tie it up. Schindler
was assisted by junior
Kelley Griffin.
Carroll came into the
game ranked No. 5 in
Division II, with Bellbrook at No. 7 in D-I.
Volleyball
Springfield 3, Greeneview 0
Greeneview fell 25-17,
25-21, 25-8 on Saturday.
Sadie Trisel had eight
kills and four blocks for
the Rams.
Eryn Gardner added
three kills and five blocks,
while Sarah Trisel had
nine digs.
Springfield won the
reserve match, 25-20,
25-15.
Middle School
Volleyball
Greeneview 7th, 8th grade
teams win
Both teams defeated
Catholic Central in three
sets.
The seventh graders
won a tight match, 28-26,
22-25, 25-23.
Emma Ryan led the
way with 11 kills, Olivia
Haines had five and Alexia Harlow had four.
The eighth-grade team
won 25-16, 19-25, 25-15.
Jayden Bloom had
14 kills, Elise Taylor
added seven and Peyton
McCaslin finished with
five.

Fall sports results needed
Please remember we
want to report on sports
going on this fall. Whether it’s youth, middle
school, high school, or
college, we want to tell
your story. Send game
results and story ideas
to sports@xeniagazette.
High school
com. Please include the
Boys soccer
Legacy Christian 3, Urbana 1 date the game/match was
played, the final score,
The three goals in
team record and any
Saturday’s match for
pertinent stats. Please
the Knights came from
sophomores Parker Burke make sure to include the
and Dillon Campbell, and first and last name of any
a header by senior Kevin players mentioned. If an
athlete has a particularly
McEntyre.
good game or deserves
Sophomore Adam
some recognition, let us
Newell made nine saves
know.
in goal.
Girls Soccer
Carroll 2, Bellbrook 1
The Patriots held off
the Golden Eagles on Saturday in a matchup of two
of the top teams in the
Miami Valley.

Send Greene County sports
information to sports@
xeniagazette.com. Game reports
should include the final score and
first and last name of players who
deserve mention, along with their
stats from the game. Reserve,
freshmen, and middle school
information is welcomed as well.

Win
From page 10

show off what the eyes
also showed: A total
team effort.
Seniors Sarah Brown,
Ceci Kennedy, and Jenni
Page, as well as junior
Emma Kuhn all had at
least five kills.
The team had 21
blocks between seven
contributors, led by
Kuhn’s seven. Senior
Holly Lefevers got 13
digs.
Sophomores Kayla
Caldwell and Courtney
Maxwell joined Kennedy
with at least three aces.
“Energy, the talking
and teamwork was a lot
better in this game,”
Baylor said. “It’s something that we’ve been
stressing is to hold each
other accountable. I
always tell them, if I’m
the only one yelling it
just turns into white
noise. I even told my
seniors, you need to
take control. It shouldn’t
just be me, it should
also be you. Lead by
example and be loud.”
The Beavers got its
sternest challenge in the

Senior Holly Lefevers (4)
prepares to play the ball to her
teammates against Oakwood
on Saturday.

second set as Oakwood
stayed within three
points for the majority
of it.
Leading 16-15,
sophomore Courtney
Maxwell, who had three
aces in the match, was
able to maintain serve
to build up a four-point
cushion. Oakwood
got back to as close as
23-21, but Beavercreek
held strong to close it
out and take a two-set
lead.
“That was a rough
patch, but we have a
really young team with
a lot of personalities
and we’re starting to
find our footing,” Baylor

Photos by Steven Wright | Greene County News

Beavercreek junior Peyton Bundy (17) goes up for a spike against
Oakwood.

said.
Beavercreek heads
back into Greater Western Ohio Conference
play at first-place Cen-

terville today.
Contact Steven Wright at 937-5024498 and follow on Twitter @
Steven_Wright_.

Notice of Application by Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.
for Authority to Increase Rates and Charges for its Gas Distribution Service,
For Approval of an Alternative Form of Regulation,
to Continue its Demand Side Management Program, and
For Approval of a Change in Accounting Methods
PUCO Case Nos. 21-637-GA-AIR, 21-638-GA-ALT, 21-639-GA-UNC, 21-640-GA-AAM
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) gives notice that it filed an Application with
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“Commission”) on June 30, 2021, requesting authority to amend its filed
tariffs to modify its rate structure; to increase the rates and charges for its natural gas distribution and transportation
services; to amend its tariff to make various changes to how Columbia provides distribution and transportation services
to customers; to incorporate various minor formatting and stylistic changes into its tariff; and to modify its accounting
methods as necessary to effectuate its Application. Columbia also applied, under R.C. Chapter 4929, for approval of an
alternative rate plan, which includes its existing Infrastructure Replacement Program (“IRP”) and Capital Expenditure
Program (“CEP”) and their associated riders, and a request to implement a new Federally Mandated Investment (“FMI”)
Rider, described below. Additionally, Columbia applied for authority to continue offering its Demand Side Management
(“DSM”) Program. The Application affects rates and charges and terms and conditions for natural gas service for all
Columbia customers in each of the 61 Ohio counties where Columbia offers service.
This notice summarizes the substance of Columbia’s Application. Anyone seeking more detailed information
regarding Columbia’s Application may inspect a copy of the Application, including its supporting schedules and
Columbia’s current and proposed rate sheets, by any of the following methods:
 visiting the offices of the Public Utilities Commission, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793;
 visiting the Commission's website at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/, inputting 21-637 into the Case Lookup box, and
selecting the application filed on June 30, 2021;
 visiting Columbia’s business office, 290 W. Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43215, during normal
business hours;
 visiting Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagasohio.com/our-company/about-us/regulatory-information.
The Staff of the Commission and any interested parties that intervene in the proceeding may make
recommendations that differ from the Application, and the Commission may adopt those recommendations.
Columbia has not filed an application to increase its base rates since 2008. Columbia’s Application proposes
various changes to its rate structure, including:
 Increasing the volumetric breakpoint between its SGS / SGTS / FRSGTS rate classes and its GS / GTS / FRGTS
rate classes, from 300 Mcf/year to 600 Mcf/year;
 Removing the seasonal load factor requirement for the LGS / LGTS / FRLGTS rate classes;
 Incorporating the IRP and CEP Riders into base rates;
 Establishing a Monthly Delivery Charge for the FRCTS rate class;
 Adding new LGS/LGTS/FRLGTS Schools Services, for primary and secondary school customer accounts
consuming at least 18,000 Mcf per year; and
 Eliminating the Mainline Delivery Charge in the LGTS tariff.
Columbia also seeks to recover historical expenses that the Commission had authorized Columbia to defer, and to
defer new expenses related to a leak detection pilot program.

Football

seven tackles to lead the
defense.

From page 10

Badin 62, Carroll 0
The Patriots were
shut out for the second
straight game.
Unbeaten Badin, No. 2
in D-III, led 28-0 after the
first quarter and 48-0 at
halftime.

score on a 90-yard kickoff return in the second
quarter by sophomore
Adi Hernandez. It was
followed by a two-point
pass to freshman Gavin
Arnold.
Senior Solomon Hardaman and sophomore
CJ Crawford each had
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Columbia’s current base rates were determined in a rate filing that became effective December 3, 2008. Columbia’s
Application states that the current rates and charges do not provide a just and reasonable rate of return on Columbia’s
used and useful property as of March 31, 2021 (the date certain in this case). The Application further states that
Columbia requires a revenue increase to provide Columbia an opportunity to earn a fair return on its assets and recover
its costs of operation. For purposes of Columbia’s Application, Columbia’s revenues and expenses reflect its actual and
projected costs of rendering natural gas service during calendar year 2021, with adjustments as described in the
Application and supporting schedules. Columbia has requested the following increases in operating revenue for its rate
classes:
Rate Classes

Requested Increase in
Operating Revenue

Small General Service (SGS)
Small General Transportation Service (SGTS)

31.4%

Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS)

Contact Steven Wright at 937502-4498 and follow on Twitter @
Steven_Wright_.

General Service (GS)
General Transportation Service (GTS)

11.4%

Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS)

There are currently two
Director positions open on the
Greene County Fair Board.

Large General Transportation Service (LGTS)

15.1%

Full Requirements Large General Transportation Service (FRLGTS)
Full Requirements Cooperative Transportation Service (FRCTS)

Requirements for application:
+ A current resident of Greene County.
+ Resides in Ross Township.
+ 18 years of age or older.
+ Currently holds (or can purchase) a
membership ticket for the Greene County
Agricultural Society.
+ Has been a member of the Greene
County Agricultural Society for three out
of the past seven years. (purchased a
membership pass)
+ Has attended at least two Fair Board
meetings.

12.6%

These increases in proposed operating revenue do not necessarily equal the increases in total expected monthly
charges for any customer. For example, if the Commission approves Columbia’s Application, a SGS customer using
10 Mcf of gas from Columbia Gas would see a total monthly bill increase from $93.53 to $105.70, an increase of
approximately 13.0% (including gas costs). Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19, any person, firm, corporation, or association may
file an objection to the increased rates that Columbia has proposed by alleging that Columbia’s proposals are unjust and
discriminatory or unreasonable.
Columbia is also seeking authority to implement an alternative rate plan, which would consist of its existing IRP
and CEP (and their associated riders) and a new proposed FMI Rider. Columbia seeks Commission approval to continue
the IRP and Rider IRP, with minor changes, from 2021 through 2026. Changes to the IRP include shifting capital
projects in which less than 50% of the retired pipe is priority pipe to the CEP and eliminating the 5% limit on plastic
pipe replacement for priority pipe-replacement projects under Columbia’s Accelerated Mains Replacement Program
(“AMRP”). Columbia would continue its CEP and CEP Rider through 2026, with updated caps for the CEP Rider
charge for 2021 through 2027. The new FMI Rider would be a monthly charge for customers in all rate classes to allow
Columbia to recover incremental costs associated with federally and state-mandated safety investments.

OH-70255107

Interested persons can send a letter of
intent to the Greene County Fair Board,
120 Fairground Road, Xenia, Ohio 45385.
The letter should arrive no later than
October 8, 2021

Large General Service (LGS)

Additionally, Columbia is seeking Commission authority to continue its DSM Program and its associated DSM
Rider from 2023 through 2027. Columbia’s DSM Program offers cost-effective energy efficiency programs and rebates
to help customers save energy and lower utility bills. Projected budgets for the DSM Program (excluding WarmChoice®
funding included in base rates) range from approximately $29.8 million in 2023 to approximately $31.9 million in 2027.

This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on
12/7/2021 9:06:05 AM
in
Case No(s). 21-0637-GA-AIR, 21-0638-GA-ALT, 21-0639-GA-UNC, 21-0640-GAAAM
Summary: Proof of Pub Proof of Publication (Part 6 of 6) electronically filed by Mr.
John R. Ryan on behalf of Columbia Gas of Ohio

