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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

November 22, 2021

Via Electronic Filing
Tanowa Troupe
Administration/Docketing
Ohio Power Siting Board
180 East Broad Street, 11" Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793

Re: South Branch Solar, LLC, Case No. 21-669-EL-BGN

Dear Ms. Troupe:

Pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) 4906-3-10(A), South Branch
Solar, LLC files the attached Proof of Publication attesting to the first publication of the
Notice of Proposed Maijor Utility Facility as required by OAC 4906-3-09(A)(1) and Ohio
Revised Code 4906.06(C). The notice was published in The Courier on November 12,
2021.

In addition, in accordance with OAC 4906-3-09(A)(1), written notice was also
served on November 4, 2021.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

(GL il

Dylan F. Borchers

Sommer L. Sheely

BRICKER & ECKLER LLP

100 South Third Street

Columbus, OH 43215-4291

Telephone: (614) 227-2300

Facsimile: (614) 227-2390

E-mail: dborchers@bricker.com
ssheely@bricker.com
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The Courter

State of Ohio,

Hancock County, ss.

|, Do Nesorh for the publishers of The Courier,

daily newspapers published in Hancock County, and of general circulation therein, do

solemnly swear that a notice, a copy of which is hereto annexed, was published in said
newspapers on N duembe |2, 202, according to the best knowledge and belief,

i_)f uoipse o

Swom to and subscribed before me this. D@fa !\J P4 bif’{
[l dayof N ovewmber L2021

Ko O Magostte

i
A Notary Public in and for Hancock County, Ohio

Kathryn A Nagoctia
Notary Publis - Chio
ci‘:}mm}ﬁ;‘;i}ﬂ E:i:"il‘%inuu) Al ‘3,
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DAILY DOW JONES
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Vimwa (i % Gu op oy asGp 10 2520 534 | | South Branch Solar. LLC (“South Branch”) proposes to construct and operate an up to 205 megawatt (MW) solar energy
ol 10 M 0129 4% 260 (3pusTeougd0s 22838 448 30 | | project in Washington Township, Hancock County, Ohio. The Facility will be located within approximately 1,000 acres
SR lomscs 10 2229 5543 | | of private land in Washington Township, Hancock County (“the Project Area”). The Facility will consist of photovoltaic
Sakotdneia 84 W 085 126 NS N0l M - k7 ‘s | | (PV) panels, along with access roads, electric collection lines, a collection substation, a laydown area for construction
B W %K M 21 e w0 staging, an operation and maintenance (O&M) building, and pyranometers. The energy generated at the Facility will be
3 m om0 3K 22K delivered to the PTM regional electricity market. Construction of the project is anticipated to begin no sooner than the
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e so® The general location and planned project layout of South Branch is shown on the map below:
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”"""“P,.!“‘"‘"FE B b st i et B APPLICATION NOW PENDING
[ s South Branch has an Application pending before the Ohio Power Siting Board (“Board”). The assigned docket number
b e for the Application is Case No. 21-669-EL-BGN, and copies of all filings in the case can be located at the Board's website
at (1tp://www.opsb.ohio.gov) by serolling down to “Pending Cases” and selecting the case by name or docket number.
B'GGESTTUA FUNS To view the filings, click the case mumber for the case record.
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ity S0P ! BN 0 | | The following public officials were each served witha copy ofthe Application: Timothy K. Bechtol, Michael W. Pepple,
B e % o | | and William L. Bateson, Board of County Commissioners; Douglas E. Cade, PE, PS, Hancock County Engineer; Linda
Vengard RSior B ma wm W i | | Tuttle, Chair, Soil & Water Conservation District; Matt Cordonnier, Regional Planning Commission; and Dennis Holman,
Vgt o 5 s 87 W00 | | Richard Noel, and John Grossman, Washington Township Trustees. A copy of the Application is also available for public
e S i "% 1k | | inspection at the Findlay-Hancock County Public Library. 206 Broadway Street, Findlay, OH 45840-0638.
ity Cortrand 6w an N o i v
ey & m T OHIO POWER SITING BOARD APPLICATION REVIEW CRITERIA
x::n m“':_"" - ;;’v};’ ;‘;“{A‘ 5 sim Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) 4906.10(A), the Board shall not grant a certificate for the construction, operation,
oo Fais ki m W 02D “se s5 | | and maintenance of a major utility facility, either as proposed or as modified by the Board, unless it finds and determines
st v ssa 3 W 20 | all of the following: (1) The basis of the need for the facility if the facility s an elecric transmission line or gas pipeline;
i 4 E,‘,"[ 5‘; % | | (2) The nature of the probable impact; (3) That the facility rep: the minimum adverse environmental
impact, consi the state of available technology and the nature and economics of the various alternatives, and other
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i e ot m“’ LTS EEEEET | | pertinent considerations: (4) In the case of an electric transmission line, that the facility is consistent with regional plans
e .,..ﬂ..'.".?'m..._, e e Lo B T Rt for expansion of the electric power grid of the electric systems serving this state and interconnected utility systems and
that the facility will serve the interests of electric system economy and reliability; (5) That the facility will comply with
o o | ] cnapters 3704., 3734., and 6111. of the Revised Code and all rules and standards adopted under those chapters and under
Hgh  low  Name st g cag %y %0g | | Sections 1501.33, 1501.34, and 4561.32 of the Revised Code. In determining whether the facility will comply with all
%5678 Bo0D Owhastis  ®win sen -4 13 2% | | rules and standards adopted under R.C. 456132, the Board shall consult with the office of aviation of the division of
BN WOL Dwlemmiim e A o %% | | multi-modal planning and programs of the department of transportation under R.C. 4561.341; (6) That the facility will
TWTS B6S NSCopste  m20s @3 1 8ss a0 | | serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity: (7) In addition to the provisions contained in divisions (A)(1) to (6)
KD LG NemmCeeste S 8% 02 28| | of this section and rules adopted under those divisions, what s impact will be on the viability as agricultural land of any
e Sen Srimce ion w8 % mp eoa | | land in an existing agricultural district established under Chapter 929 of the Revised Code that s located within the site
5093 %M¥ Wers0 @30 90«5 2% 26 | | and alternative site of the proposed major utility facility; rules adopted to evaluate impact under Division (A)(7) of this
L L L) 24084 9% 8 1% 0| | section shall not require the compilation, creation, submission, or production of any information, document, or other data
ertaining to land not located within the site and alternative site; and (8) That the facility incorporates maximum feasible
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o = . nay | | ater conservation practices as determined by the Board, considering available technology and the nature and economics
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— = e isis | | of the various alternatives.
- ) o = e STATEMENT PURSUANT TO R.C. 4906.07
| m— D g % | | Upon the receipt of an application complying with R.C. 4906.06, the Board shall promptly fix a date for a public hearing
[ —— thereon, not less than sixty nor more than ninety days after such receipt, and shall conelude the proceeding as expeditiously
oo

- 3
Tmowewaron 15 Tioyesr 5 5
D bedmorigeee 307 0 30ver B6 19

BOARD OF TRADE

AT s
5000 bymame esspr s - et
e B BE BAZS TR%0 a5 e S Tz
WmEs Dy W% s 98 ma oo s mz s 3
2 ms s 3% o uan uz
5 WA R BB B 4R Mg ibo % Bos bem an
Sz @R MR mR 4 M2 s wE 25
Mz o 3 an nen s

% hnzz G580 15 ws
Mrd s G KM ST 80 2 LR IAn @ w25
s S Voo IS T Reds s s
5000 byt cests e s
% Ses s
&

ERE D s E e
ks i [ a——
gg g: P B2 @ i3 Se T30 5
B3 He 2 22 P 73 e as 45
Ve s S5 e ST 454 FINDIAYIMARAER
”""‘""‘ﬁg" HSEL g Yesterday's prices at the Legacy
55 B2 B B S5 4R Pme Gl minofice

MZ 6 OS5 @ 5 1% 0dCrop  NewCrop
528 02 8 &8 10 et 15 155
Rz m ;s @ 42w 53 52
.

e s et 552 4 Soypeans I )

FindlayDigitalDesign
Personalized Design

to Further your Business Goals

Websites J(u19) a27-8423
Logos
Ad Graphics  SHinfoBfindiaydigitaldesign.com

Social Media

and more & wew findiaydigitaldesign com

as practicable. The public hearing for this case shall consist of two parts and will be held as follows:

1. Alocal public hearing, pursuant to R.C. 4906.08(C), at which the Board shall accept oral testimony from any
person, on January 26, 2022, in a session beginning at 6:00 p.m.

The local public hearing in this matter shall be held in person on January 26, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., at the Findlay Elks
Lodge #75, 900 West Melrose Avenue, Findlay, OH 45840. Consistent with CDC Guidelines and the May 17, 2021
Ohio Department of Health Order, individuals who are not fully vaccinated should continue to wear a face covering and
socially distance. Please contact the legal department at 614-466-6843 to ask any questions or request accommodations
related to health protocols. For those individuals interested in testifying at the in-person local public hearing, a sign-in
sheet will be available at the facility and witnesses will be taken in the order in which they register to testify. If individuals
wish to supplement their testimony with an exhibit for the Board's consideration, a copy of the document should be
provided to the ALJ during the local public hearing. Testimony to be provided will be limited to five minutes in duration.
2. Anevidentiary hearing commencing on February 14,2022, at 10:00 a.m.
‘The evidentiary hearing wll.l commence on February 14,2022, at 10:00 a.m., and shall be conducted via remote access

in the hearing will be emailed to the parties. Additionally, all
exhibits intended to be llscd on direct and cross-examination shall be marked and exchanged by the parties and provided
to the ALY via electronic means prior to the hearing. Individuals interested in attending the evidentiary hearing as a non-
party can access the hearing using the link hitps:/bit Iy >J and entering the password OPSB, or by calling 1-
408-418-9388 and entering the access code 2339 180 142:
Public comments can be provided in writing on the Board’s website at https://opsb.ohio. gov/wps/portal/gov/opsb/help-
center/contact-us, or by email to contactOPSB@puco.ohio.gov, or by mail to Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad
Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215. Written comments should reference Case No. 21-669-EL-BGN.
The Board chair shall cause each application filed with the Board to be investigated and shall, not less than fifteen days
prior to the date any application is set for hearing, submit a written report to the Board and to the applicant. A copy of
such report shall be made available to any person upon request. Such report shall set forth the nature of the investigation,
and the report shall contain recommended findings with regard to R.C. 4906.10(A) and shall become part of the record
and served upon all parties to the proceeding.

STATEMENT OF R.C. 4906.08(C)

The Board shall accept written or oral testimony from any person at the public hearing, but the right to call and examine
witnesses shall be reserved for parties. However, the Board may adopt rules to exclude repetitive, immaterial, or irrelevant
testimony.

Petitions to intervene in the evidentiary hearing will be accepted by the Board up to 30 days following service of the
notice required by R.C. 4906.06(C) and OAC 4906-3-09, or December 17, 2021, whichever is later. However, the Board
strongly encourages interested persons who wish to intervene in the evidentiary hearing to file their petitions as soon as
possible. Petitions should be addressed to Docketing Division, the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street,
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 and cite Case No. 21-669-EL-BGN.
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Case No(s). 21-0669-EL-BGN

Summary: Text South Branch Solar, LLC's Proof of First Publication electronically
filed by Ms. Megan Zemke on behalf of Borchers, Dylan F



	

