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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE 
AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (AEP Ohio Transco) 
Heppner-Lick 138-kV Transmission Line Adjustment Project 

4906-6-05 

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (“AEP Ohio Transco” or the “Company”) provides the 
following information to the Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB”) in accordance with the 
accelerated application requirements of Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05. 

4906-6-05(B) General Information 

B(1) Project Description 

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names, and reference 
number(s) of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project 
meets the requirements for a Construction Notice. 

The Company is proposing the Heppner-Lick 138 kV Transmission Line Adjustment Project 
(“Project”) in Lick Township, Jackson County, Ohio.  The Project involves replacing and relocating 
two existing wood monopole structures with new steel monopole structures. The approximately 
0.1-mile line relocation is needed to re-terminate the existing Heppner-Lick 138 kV transmission 
line (built to 138 kV standards but currently operating at 69 kV) to a new location at Lick Station 
(previously approved by the OBSB in Case No. 21-0591-EL-BNR).  

The Project meets the requirements for a Construction Notice (“CN”) because it is within the 
types of projects defined by Item (1)(a) of Appendix A to OAC 4906-1-01, Application 
Requirement Matrix for Electric Power Transmission Lines: 

(1) New construction, extension, or relocation of single or multiple circuit
electric power transmission line(s), or upgrading existing
transmission or distribution line(s) for operation at a higher
transmission voltage, as follows:

(a) Line(s) not greater than 0.2 miles in length.

The Project has been assigned PUCO Case No. 21-1085-EL-BNR. 

B(2) Statement of Need 

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or natural gas transmission 
line, a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility. 
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The Project is necessary to accommodate the expansion of Ohio Power Company’s Lick Station. 
The Station expansion is necessary to address asset conditions at the Station. As a result of the 
Station expansion work, two 138kV line assets need to be relocated. Moving the lines to their 
new positions allows AEP to address asset performance, condition, and risk needs identified at 
Lick Station. Without the Project, the Lick Station expansion cannot occur.  As the assets within 
the substation continue to deteriorate, there is an increased risk of outage to customers in the 
area. Lick Station directly serves approximately 2500 customers and 8 MVA of load. All work 
will take place on Ohio Power Company property.  

The Lick station rebuild project was presented and reviewed with stakeholders at the October 
28th, 2018 and the December 18, 2019 PJM SRRTEP Western meetings and was subsequently 
assigned PJM project number S2154 (Appendix B). The Project is not listed in the Company’s 
Long Term Forecast, as the Company was unaware of the need for the Project at the time of the 
supplemental Long Term Forecast, and also the Project does not result in a new circuit or 
station. 

B(3) Project Location 

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed 
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show 
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the project area. 

Figure 1 in Appendix A shows the location of the Project in relation to existing transmission 
facilities on a United States Geological Survey 1:24,000 topographic quadrangle (Jackson OH, 
1978; Wellston OH, 1972).  Figure 2 in Appendix A identifies the Project components on aerial 
imagery from May 2020 (Esri World Imagery, Clarity). 

B(4) Alternatives Considered 

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed 
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but 
not be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or 
engineering aspects of the project. 

Due to the location of existing transmission facilities, no other alternatives were considered for 
the Project. Additionally, no residences are located within 1,000 feet of the Project, no wetland or 
stream impacts are anticipated and no tree clearing will be required for the Project. 

B(5) Public Information Program 

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property 
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project 
construction and restoration activities. 
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The Company maintains a website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) on which an electronic 
copy of this CN is available.  An electronic copy of the CN will be served to the public library in 
each political subdivision affected by this Project.  The Company also retains land agents who 
will discuss project timelines, construction and restoration activities with affected owners and 
tenants.   

B(6) Construction Schedule 
 
The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service 
date of the project. 
 
The Company anticipates construction of the Project to begin in March 2022 and be in-service by 
December 2022.  

B(7) Area Map 
 
The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility 
with clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image. 
 
Figure 1 included in Appendix A identifies the location of the Project area on a United States 
Geological Survey 1:24,000 quadrangle map (Jackson OH, 1978; Wellston OH, 1972). Figure 2 in 
Appendix A is an aerial map of the Project area (Esri World Imagery, Clarity May 2020).  

To visit the Project from Columbus, take I-71 South towards Cincinnati for approximately 4.5 
miles. Take exist 101 onto I-270 East and continue for 2 miles. Take exist 52 onto US-23 South 
toward Circleville and continue for 40 miles. Continue on US-35/US-50 East for approximately 
29 miles and follow signs for Jackson and Athens. Turn right onto McCarty Lane and continue 
west to the traffic circle and take the first exit onto Acy Avenue and continue for 0.2-mile. Turn 
left onto Industry Drive and continue for 0.7-mile and arrive at Lick Station on the right. The 
coordinates of this location are latitude 39.043210, longitude -82.609570. 

B(8) Property Agreements 
 
The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained 
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the 
facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been 
obtained.  
 
A list of properties required for the Project are provided in the table below. 
 

Property Parcel 
Number 

Easement Agreement/Option 
Obtained (Yes/No) 

728226001 Company owned 
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B(9) Technical Features 
 
The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of 
the Project: 
 
B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and 
right-of-way and/or land requirements. 
 
The Project is planned to include: 
 
Voltage:                           138kV 
Conductors:                    (3) CURLEW 1033 kCM ACSR 54/7 
Static Wire:                     7#8 Alumoweld AW 7 
Insulators:                       Polymer 
ROW Width:                   100-foot 
Structure Types:            (2) Dead-end single steel pole structures 
 
For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied 
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the 
operation of the proposed electric power transmission line. The discussion shall include: 
 
B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields 
 
Not applicable. There are no occupied residences or institutions located within 100 feet of the 
Project.  
 
B(9)(c) Project Costs  
 
The estimated capital cost of the project. 
 
The estimated capital cost of the Project, comprised of applicable tangible and capital costs, is 
approximately $465,000 (Class 4 estimate).  Pursuant to the PJM OATT, the costs for this Project 
will be recovered in the AEP Ohio Transmission Company’s FERC formula rate (Attachment H-
20 to the PJM OATT) and allocated to the AEP Zone. 

 
B(10) Social and Economic Impacts 

The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project. 
 
B(10)(a) Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed 
project, including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected. 
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The Project is in Lick Township, Jackson County, Ohio. Land use at the Project location is 
industrial, consisting of an electric transmission substation and transmission lines. Land use 
within the vicinity of the Project consists of roadway infrastructure and wooded areas.  However, 
no tree clearing is anticipated for the Project.  There are no known residences within 100 feet of 
the Project.  

According to the Ohio Department of Transportation, Transportation Information Mapping 
System, US-35 is a state scenic byway, known as the Welsh Scenic Byway. 

According to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Land and Facilities Map Viewer 
there are no lands or facilities under their jurisdiction within 1,000 feet of the Project.  

There are no known parks or other recreational resources within 1,000 feet of the Project. 

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information 
 
Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all 
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application 
within the potential disturbance area of the project. 
 
According to the Jackson County Auditor’s Office, as of November 15, 2021, the parcels crossed 
by the Project are not registered as Agricultural District land. Additionally, the Project does not 
cross active agricultural row crop land (Appendix A, Figure 2).  

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources 
 
Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of significant archeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential 
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a 
copy of any document produced as a result of the investigation. 
 

The Company’s consultant completed Phase I Archaeological and Phase I History/Architectural 
surveys and coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”).  The Company 
recommended that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic properties and no further 
cultural resource work would be necessary and SHPO agreed with that recommendation.  The 
results of the coordination with SHPO are provided in Appendix C. 

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence 
 
Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have 
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a 
list of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with 
siting and constructing the project. 
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A NPDES permit was issued (0GC03835*AG) on September 28, 2021, by the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency for authorization of construction storm water discharge under NPDES General 
Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Construction Activity OHC000005, and 
the Company will implement and maintain best management practices as outlined in the Project-
specific Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan to minimize erosion and sediment to Project 
surface waters during storm events. 

The Company’s consultant completed a wetland delineation and stream identification field review 
for the Project (Appendix D).  Four streams (one perennial, one intermittent, and two 
ephemeral) and two palustrine emergent (PEM) wetlands were identified within the study area. 
These streams and wetland will be avoided. Therefore, impacts to aquatic resources are not 
anticipated and Clean Water Act Section 401/404 permits will not be needed.  

There are no other known local, state, or federal requirements that must be met prior to 
commencement of the Ohio portion of the Project. 

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species 
 
Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened 
species, rare species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and 
species of special interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of 
the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document 
produced as a result of the investigation.  
 
A coordination letter was submitted to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) 
Ohio Ecological Services Field Office on July 10, 2020 seeking technical assistance on the Project 
for potential impacts to threatened or endangered species. In a response email dated July 15, 
2020, the USFWS noted the potential for the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-
eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) to occur within the Project area. The USFWS recommended 
that if tree removal was required for the Project, it be limited to the time between October 1 and 
March 31 to avoid the potential for take of the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. The 
Project is not anticipated to require tree clearing, however, if required, the Company would plan 
to complete tree clearing during the recommended timeframe, and if implementation of the 
seasonal tree cutting recommendation is not be feasible, the USFWS will be contacted for further 
guidance.  

The USFWS stated that due to the Project type, size, and location, no adverse effects to other 
federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species or designated critical habitat are 
anticipated. 

A coordination letter was submitted to the ODNR on July 10, 2020 seeking technical assistance 
on the Project for potential impacts to threatened or endangered species. In a response dated 
September 24, 2020, ODNR Division of Wildlife (“DOW”) noted the potential for the Indiana bat 
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(state endangered and federally endangered), northern long-eared bat (state endangered and 
federally threatened), little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus) (state endangered), and the tricolored 
bat (Perimyotis subflavus) (state endangered) to occur within the Project area. ODNR-DOW 
recommended that if tree removal was required for the Project, it be limited to the time between 
October 1 and March 31 to avoid potential for take of the state and/or federally listed bat species. 
ODNR-DOW also recommended conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or crevices, holes, 
or cavities, as well as trees with DBH ≥ 20 if possible. The Project is not anticipated to require tree 
clearing, however, if required, the Company would plan to complete tree clearing during the 
recommended timeframe, and if implementation of the seasonal tree cutting recommendation is 
not be feasible, the ODNR will be contacted for further guidance. 

The ODNR DOW recommended that the Company conduct a desktop review of the Project area 
to identify portals and potential hibernacula for state and federally-listed bat species. The 
Company’s consultants completed a desktop review on October 20, 2021. According to the 
ODNR’s Ohio Mine data, the Project abuts an abandoned underground coal mine and there is a 
historic air shaft and vertical mine shaft within a 0.25-mile radius of the Project.  However, no 
trees are anticipated to be cleared for the Project. 

The ODNR indicated the Project is within the range of little spectaclecase (Villosa lienosa) state 
endangered mussel. Impacts to mussels are not anticipated because in-water work is not planned.  

The ODNR indicated the Project is within the range of the Ohio lamprey (Ichthyomyzon 
bdellium), a state endangered fish, the spotted darter (Etheostoma maculatum), a state 
endangered fish, and the lake chubsucker (Erimyzon sucetta) a state threatened fish. No impacts 
to the identified fish species are anticipated as no in-water work is proposed for the Project. 

The ODNR indicated that the Project is within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus 
horridus), a state endangered species, the Kirtland’s snake (Clonophis kirtlandii), a state 
threatened species, and the midland mud salamander (Pseudotriton montanus diastictus), a state 
threatened species. Due to the location, the type of habitat within the Project area, and the type 
of work proposed, the ODNR stated that the Project is not likely to impact these species. 

The ODNR indicated that the Project is within the range of the Northern Harrier (Circus 
hudsonis), a state endangered bird, and the Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis), a state threatened 
bird. Based on the scope and location of the Project and nominal disturbance to herbaceous open 
space, breeding habitat for these species will not be affected by the Project and therefore, not 
impact the species. 

Coordination letters from USFWS and ODNR are provided in Appendix C. 

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern 
 
Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence 
of areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, 
floodplains, wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild 
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and scenic rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife 
sanctuaries) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a 
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as 
a result of the investigation. 
 
Coordination letters were submitted to the USFWS and ODNR requesting a review of the Project 
and identification of areas of ecological concern. The ODNR Natural Heritage Database has 
records of a “Buttonbush shrub swamp plant community” and the Lick Conservation Site within 
a one-mile radius of the Project. These sites are located 0.25-mile south of the Project and will not 
be impacted.  

A review of the Protected Areas Database of the United States, which is the official inventory of 
public parks and other protected areas in the United States and territories, did not identify 
protected areas within 1,000 feet of the Project. Additionally, based a review of the ODNR Lands 
and Facilities online map there are no natural areas and preserves, wildlife areas, parks, or forests 
within 1,000 feet of the Project.  

A review of the National Conservation Easement Database and the USACE Regulatory In-lieu Fee 
and Bank Information Tracking System did not identify mapped easements or mitigation sites in 
the Project area. 

The Project is not located within a flood hazard area (FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map 
#39079C0161K, Effective Date December 18, 2009). Floodplains and floodways are shown on 
Figure 2 in Appendix D. 

A wetland delineation and stream identification field review were completed for the Project by the 
Company’s consultant in April 2020. The results of the field review are presented in the Ecological 
Survey Report included in Appendix D. In general, the habitat encountered within the study 
area consisted of maintained transmission line ROW and facilities bordered by roadways and 
wooded areas. Four streams and two PEM wetlands were identified within the study area. These 
streams and wetlands will be avoided with no impacts anticipated for this Project. 

B(10)(g) Unusual Conditions 
 
Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual conditions 
resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 
 
To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in 
substantial environmental, social, health, or safety impacts. 
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Project Maps 
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Ecological Survey Report 
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