BEFORE THE
OHIO POWER SITING BOARD

In the Matter of the Ohio Power Siting Board’s :
Report to the General Assembly Regarding the Power : Case No. 21-796-EL-UNC
Transmission System. :

REPLY COMMENTS OF
THE OHIO ENERGY GROUP

The Ohio Energy Group (“OEG”) submits the following Reply Comments in response to
the recommendation of various parties regarding the Ohio Power Siting Board’s (“Board”)
Report to the General Assembly Regarding the Power Transmission System issued September

24, 2021 (“Draft Report”).

As American Transmission Systems, Incorporated (“ATSI”) notes, the Draft Report
suggests a reluctance by the Board to expand its jurisdiction to transmission projects 69 kilovolts
and above.! OEG urges the Board to reconsider this position. While it is logical that expanding
the Board’s jurisdiction will entail additional costs to retail customers (e.g. utility application
fees, possible Board staffing additions, etc.), the Draft Report does not provide a comprehensive
cost-benefit analysis of whether those additional costs would outweigh the benefits to customers
of increased regulatory oversight with respect to supplemental transmission projects.2 Indeed,
multiple commenters note the current lack of broad regulatory review over supplemental
transmission projects, including the fact that those projects are not subject to approval by the

PJM Board.3 And the Draft Report itself documents the dramatic spikes in transmission costs

I ATSI Comments at 1.
2 Comments of Ohio Manufacturers’ Association Energy Group (“OMAEG”) at 11.
3 Comments of American Municipal Power, Inc. and Ohio Municipal Electric Association at 3-4; OMAEG Comments at 4-6.
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to Ohio retail customers that may, at least in part, result from this lack of broad regulatory
oversight.# Accordingly, before closing the door to an expansion of the Board'’s jurisdiction, the
Commission should quantify the potential costs of that expansion so that those costs could be

weighed against the potential benefits of increased regulatory oversight.

OEG continues to support broad and comprehensive Board review of proposed
transmission projects located within the State. Consequently, unlike Ohio Power Company/AEP
Ohio Transmission Company, OEG is supportive of the additional application review criteria
recommended in the Draft Report.> However, in the interest of protecting consumers from
unjust and unreasonable transmission costs, OEG would also recommend that the Board require
that all transmission projects be subject to a competitive bidding requirement, unless there is a

demonstrable and compelling economic development interest in waiving that requirement.
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4 Draft Report at 5 and Appendix B.
5 Draft Report at 13-16; AEP Comments at 3-4.
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