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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE FOR PHILO-HOWARD 138 kV MID-SPAN STRUCTURE PROJECT

CONSTRUCTION NOTICE

Ohio Power Company
Philo-Howard 138 kV Mid-Span Structure Project

4906-6-05

Ohio Power Company (the “Company”) provides the following information to the Ohio Power Siting Board
(“OPSB”) pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906-6-05.

4906-6-5(B) General Information
B(1) Project Description

The name of the project and applicant's reference number, names and reference number(s)
of resulting circuits, a brief description of the project, and why the project meets the
requirements for a Construction Notice.

The Company proposes the Philo-Howard 138 kV Mid-Span Structure Project (the “Project”) related to the
“Salerno 138 kV Line Extension” project (PUCO Case No. 21-0678-EL-BNR - approved 9/14/21)), located
in Washington Township, Richland County, Ohio. The previously filed Salerno 138 kV Line Extension
project will be installing two new 138 kV single circuit transmission lines, totaling approximately 0.13 miles
in length, to a new non-jurisdictional distribution (138/12 kV) substation called Salerno Station. Due to the
new configuration on the Philo-Howard 138 kV transmission line, there is a need to construct a mid-span
structure on the eastern Howard-North Bellville 138 kV circuit of transmission line to keep the conductors
from potentially swinging into the proposed western circuits after existing structures are removed.

Figure 1 in Appendix A shows the location of the Project area in relation to the surrounding vicinity. Figure
2 in Appendix A shows the Project area for the transmission line installation. Technical features of this
Project are discussed in Section B(9).

The Project meets the requirements for a Construction Notice (“CN”) because it is within the types of

projects defined by item (2)(a) of Appendix A to O.A.C. 4906-1-01, Application Requirement Matrix for
Electric Power Transmission Lines. This item states:

(2) Adding new circuits on existing structures designed for multiple circuit use, replacing conductors
on existing structures with larger or bundled conductors, adding structures to an existing
transmission line, or replacing structures with a different type of structure, for a distance of:

(a) Two miles or less.

The Project has been assigned PUCO Case No. 21-0976-EL-BNR
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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE FOR PHILO-HOWARD 138 kV MID-SPAN STRUCTURE PROJECT

B(2) Statement of Need

If the proposed project is an electric power transmission line or gas or natural gas
transmission line, a statement explaining the need for the proposed facility.

Ohio Power Company proposes the Philo-Howard 138kV Mid-Span Structure Project related to the “Salerno
138 kV Line Extension” project located in Washington Township, Richland County, Ohio. The Salerno 138
kV Line Extension project will be installing two new 138 kV single circuit transmission lines, totaling
approximately 0.13 miles in length, to a new non-jurisdictional distribution (138/12 kV) substation called
Salerno Station. This station will serve AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. (AEP Ohio Transco)
customers in the area by installing a 138 kV bus with a single 138/12 kV transformer. The Salerno 138 kV
North Extension transmission line will tie Salerno Station to the Philo-Howard 138 kV transmission line
using the Academia-North Lexington 138 kV circuit. The Salerno 138 kV South Extension transmission line
will also tie Salerno Station to the Philo-Howard 138 kV transmission line and using the Academia-North
Lexington 138 kV circuit. The Project will also include the removal/relocation of approximately 0.25 miles
of the Philo-Howard 138 kV transmission line for the Salerno Station connection. The installation of the
two 138 KV transmission lines will serve to support the high growth rate in the Lexington area. With this
new configuration on the Philo-Howard 138kV transmission line, there is a need to construct a mid-span
structure on the eastern Howard-North Bellville 138 kV circuit of line to keep the conductors from
potentially swinging into the proposed western circuits after existing structures are removed.

Ohio Power Company is obligated to serve this AEP Ohio Transco service request in Washington Township,
Ohio. Failure to build this project will result in the inability to serve additional load growth in the area.

The need and solution were presented and reviewed with stakeholders at the January 17, 2020 and July 17,
2020 PJM SRRTEP Western meeting. The project was subsequently assigned PJM project number s2343.
This Project was included in the Ohio Power Company’s most recent 2021 Long-Term Forecast Report on
page 92 (Form FE-T10) (See Appendix B).

B(3) Project Location

The applicant shall provide the location of the project in relation to existing or proposed
lines and substations shown on an area system map of sufficient scale and size to show
existing and proposed transmission facilities in the Project area.

The Project is located in Washington Township, Richland County, Ohio. Figures 1 and 2 in Appendix A
show the location of the proposed Project in relation to the existing 138 kV transmission lines.

B(4) Alternatives Considered

The applicant shall describe the alternatives considered and reasons why the proposed
location or route is best suited for the proposed facility. The discussion shall include, but not
be limited to, impacts associated with socioeconomic, ecological, construction, or
engineering aspects of the project.
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The Project is located within pasture habitat and entirely within existing right-of-way, with no anticipated
impacts to wetlands, streams, or known cultural resource areas. Additionally, the Project is located on a
parcel of land owned by Ohio Power Company and given the existing transmission lines, the location of the
Salerno Station, and minimal construction constraints in the Project area, no other alternatives were
considered for the Project. Any alternative would add additional length to the Project without any
additional benefit. Therefore, this Project represents the most suitable and least impactful alternative.
Socioeconomic, land use, and ecological information is presented in Section B(10).

B(5) Public Information Program

The applicant shall describe its public information program to inform affected property
owners and tenants of the nature of the project and the proposed timeframe for project
construction and restoration activities.

The Company maintains a website (http://aeptransmission.com/ohio/) which provides the public access
to an electronic copy of this CN. An electronic copy of the CN will be served to the public library in each
political subdivision affected by this proposed Project. Lastly, the Company also retains ROW land agents
who discuss project timelines, construction, and restoration activities with affected owners and tenants.

B(6) Construction Schedule

The applicant shall provide an anticipated construction schedule and proposed in-service
date of the project.

Construction is planned to start in December of 2021. The in-service date (completion date) of the Project
is expected to be May of 2022.

B(7) Area Map

The applicant shall provide a map of at least 1:24,000 scale clearly depicting the facility with
clearly marked streets, roads, and highways, and an aerial image.

Figure 1 in Appendix A provides a topographical map of existing and proposed facilities at 1:24,000, and
Figure 2 in Appendix A provides an aerial image from 2019 showing roads and highways, clearly marked
with Project components.

To visit the Project from Columbus, take I-71 N for 56.7 miles. Take exit 165 for OH-97 toward
Lexington/Bellville and turn left onto OH-97 W (0.6 mi). Take a slight right turn onto Middle Bellville Road
(1.4 mi). The Project will be on the right, east of Middle Bellville Road.

B(8) Property Agreements

The applicant shall provide a list of properties for which the applicant has obtained
easements, options, and/or land use agreements necessary to construct and operate the
facility and a list of the additional properties for which such agreements have not been
obtained.
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The Project will be located entirely within existing right-of-way on property owned by Ohio Power Company
(Parcel No. 0533703306001). No other property easements, options, or land use agreements are necessary
to construct the Project.

B(9) Technical Features

The applicant shall describe the following information regarding the technical features of
the Project:

B(9)(a) Operating characteristics, estimated number and types of structures required, and
right-of-way and/or land requirements.

The transmission line construction is estimated to include the following:

Voltage: 138 kV

Conductors: 556.5KCM ACSR 26/7 Dove

Static Wire: 159KCM ACSR 12/7 Guinea

Insulators: 138BP NCI

ROW Width: 100 Feet

Structure Types: One (1) single circuit galvanized (WPE) steel pole, braced post structure

B(9)(b) Electric and Magnetic Fields

For electric power transmission lines that are within one hundred feet of an occupied
residence or institution, the production of electric and magnetic fields during the operation
of the proposed electric power transmission line.

This Project is not located within 100 feet of any occupied residences or institutions. Therefore, this section
is not applicable.

B(9)(c) Project Cost

The estimated capital cost of the project.

The capital cost estimate for the proposed Project, which is comprised of applicable tangible and capital
costs, is approximately $50,000 using a Class 4 estimate. Pursuant to the PJM OATT, the costs for this

Project will be recovered in the Ohio Power Company’s FERC formula rate (Attachment H-14 to the PJM
OATT) and allocated to the AEP Zone.

B(10) Social and Economic Impacts
The applicant shall describe the social and ecological impacts of the project:

B(10)(a) Land Use Characteristics
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Provide a brief, general description of land use within the vicinity of the proposed project,
including a list of municipalities, townships, and counties affected.

The Project is located within existing right-of-way within a parcel owned by Ohio Power Company in
Washington Township, Richland County, Ohio. The Richland County Auditor Geographic Information
System (“GIS”) data lists the land use of this parcel as “400 C - Commercial Vacant Land”. Field
observations indicated that the Project area is entirely comprised of pasture (0.23 acre). No streams or
wetlands will be impacted by the Project (see Figures 2 and 3 in Appendix D). No tree clearing will be
required for the Project. Additionally, no environmental or significant cultural resources are expected to
be impacted as a result of this Project.

No residences, cemeteries, churches, schools, or other community facilities are located within 1,000 feet of
the Project area.

No unique ecological sites, geologic features, animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state
nature preserves, state or national parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other
protected natural areas are located within 1,000 feet of the Project (see Appendix C).

B(10)(b) Agricultural Land Information

Provide the acreage and a general description of all agricultural land, and separately all
agricultural district land, existing at least sixty days prior to submission of the application
within the potential disturbance area of the project.

The parcel is classified on the Richland County Auditor website as “400 C — Commercial Vacant Land.”
Based on field surveys, there are approximately 0.23 acre of pasture within the Project area. As verified by
the Richland County Auditor’s Office on September 27, 2021, there are no parcels within the Project area
that are enrolled in the agricultural district land program.

B(10)(c) Archaeological and Cultural Resources

Provide a description of the applicant’s investigation concerning the presence or absence of
significant archaeological or cultural resources that may be located within the potential
disturbance area of the project, a statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy
of any document produced as a result of the investigation.

Phase I archaeological and history/architectural surveys were conducted by the Company’s consultant for
the entire parcel on which the Project will be located in May of 2020. No sites listed on, or eligible for listing
on, the National Register of Historic Places were identified within the Project area or adjacent portions of
the parcels surveyed for cultural resources. Correspondence from the State Historic Preservation Office
(“SHPO”) was received on August 6, 2020 and is included in Appendix C. The SHPO stated that they agree
the Project will not affect historic properties and no further coordination is necessary.

B(10)(d) Local, State, and Federal Agency Correspondence
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Provide a list of the local, state, and federal governmental agencies known to have
requirements that must be met in connection with the construction of the project, and a list
of documents that have been or are being filed with those agencies in connection with siting
and constructing the project.

Best management practices (BMPs) will be implemented and maintained to minimize erosion and control
sediment to protect surface water quality during storm events. A project-specific Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be prepared for the Project and a Notice of Intent (NOT) will be filed with the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (“OEPA”) for authorization of construction storm water discharges
under General Permit OHC000005.

There are no wetlands or open waters located within the Project area. However, one intermittent stream
was identified east of the eastern boundary of the Project area (see Ecological Resources Inventory Report
provided in Appendix D). No impacts to the stream are anticipated. Therefore, the Project is not expected
to require a Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (“USACE”) or
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the OEPA.

The Project is not crossed by Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) 100-year floodplains or
floodways. Therefore, no floodplain permitting is required for the Project. There are no other known local,
state, or federal permitting requirements that must be met prior to commencement of the Project.

B(10)(e) Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
federal and state designated species (including endangered species, threatened species, rare
species, species proposed for listing, species under review for listing, and species of special
interest) that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a
statement of the findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a
result of the investigation.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) Ohio Ecological Services Field Office list of federally
endangered, threatened, and candidate species in Ohio by County (available at
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/ohio/EndangeredSpecies/pdf/SpeciesListByCountyApril2018.pdf)  was
reviewed to determine threatened and endangered species known to occur or potentially occur within
Richland County. The USFWS lists the following threatened or endangered species as occurring or having
the potential to occur in Richland County: Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis; federally endangered), northern
long-eared bat (Muyotis septentrionalis; federally threatened), and eastern massasauga (Sistrurus
catenatus; federally threatened).

A coordination letter was submitted to the USFWS Ohio Ecological Services Field Office seeking technical
assistance on the Project for potential impacts to threatened or endangered species. The June 1, 2020
response letter from USFWS (Appendix C) stated that if no caves or mines (potential bat hibernacula) are
present and seasonal tree cutting (clearing of trees >3 inches diameter at breast height between October 1
and March 31) is implemented, adverse effects to Indiana and northern long-eared bats can be avoided.
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No tree clearing is necessary for the Project. Therefore, no impacts to the Indiana bat or northern long-
eared bat are anticipated.

Additionally, due to the Project type, size, and location, the USFWS does not anticipate adverse effects to
any other federally endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate species. The USFWS recommended
that the proposed Project avoid and minimize water quality impacts and impacts to high quality fish and
wildlife habitat. The use of best management practices was also recommended to minimize erosion.

Several state-listed threatened and endangered species are listed by the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (“ODNR”) (https://ohiodnr.gov/static/documents/wildlife/state-listed-species/richland.pdf)
as occurring, or potentially occurring, in Richland County. State-listed species occurring in Richland
County are addressed in detail in the Ecological Resources Inventory Report included in Appendix D. An
environmental review request letter was submitted to the ODNR Office of Real Estate and a response letter
was received July 22, 2020 (Appendix C).

According to the ODNR, the Indiana bat (state-listed endangered and federally listed endangered), little
brown bat (Myotis lucifugus; state-listed endangered), northern long-eared bat (state-listed endangered
and federally listed threatened), and tri-colored bat (Perimyotis subflavus; state-listed endangered) occur
statewide in Ohio. These species also roost in trees during the summer months and the little brown bat and
tri-colored bat also roost in buildings. No potentially suitable winter hibernacula or suitable summer
roosting habitat for these species was observed within the Project area and no tree clearing will be required
for the Project. Additionally, no buildings will be removed as part of the Project. Therefore, no impacts to
the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, little brown bat, or tri-colored bat are anticipated.

The response letter received from the ODNR Office of Real Estate also states that the Project is within the
range of the following aquatic state-listed endangered and/or threatened species: Iowa darter (Etheostoma
exile; a state-listed endangered), greater redhorse (Moxostoma valenciennesi; state-listed threatened), and
eastern hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis alleganiensis; state-listed endangered and federal
species of concern). However, due to the Project location, and that there is no in-water work proposed in a
perennial stream, the ODNR states that this Project is not likely to impact these species.

The Project is also within the range of the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus; state-listed endangered
and federally threatened). The eastern massasauga uses a range of habitats including wet prairies, fens,
and other wetlands, as well as drier upland habitat. The ODNR response letter states that due to the
location, type of habitat within the Project area, and the type of work proposed, the Project is not likely to
impact this species.

According to the ODNR, the Project is also within the range of the following state-listed endangered and/or
threatened bird species: sandhill crane (Grus canadensis; state-listed threatened), trumpeter swan
(Cygnus buccinator; state-listed threatened), and upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda; state-listed
endangered). Sandhill crane nesting habitat includes open grasslands, marshes, marshy edges of lakes and
ponds, and riverbanks. Nests are on the ground or in shallow water on open tundra, large marshes, bogs,
fens, or wet forest meadows. Trumpeter swans nest in open grasslands, marshes, marshy edges of lakes and
ponds, and riverbanks. Nests are on the ground or in shallow water on open tundra, large marshes, bogs,
fens, or wet forest meadows. No suitable nesting habitat for the sandhill crane or trumpeter swan was
observed in the Project area. The ODNR response letter states that, if these types of habitats will not be
impacted, the Project is not likely to impact these species. Upland sandpipers nest in dry grasslands
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including native grasslands, seeded grasslands, grazed and ungrazed pasture, hayfields, and grasslands
established through the Conservation Reserve Program. Potentially suitable nesting habitat (pasture) for
this species was observed within the majority of the Project area. However, the Company’s consultant
completed a habitat assessment for the upland sandpiper in June 2020 and concluded that the Project area
is located within a pasture/grassland/hayfield complex that is likely not large enough to attract nesting
upland sandpipers and also contains vegetation that is likely too tall on average to be suitable as upland
sandpiper nesting habitat. The ODNR responded concurring that the Project area is unlikely to be suitable
upland sandpiper nesting habitat (Appendix C). Therefore, there are no seasonal construction restrictions
related to the upland sandpiper nesting period.

B(10)(f) Areas of Ecological Concern

Provide a description of the applicant's investigation concerning the presence or absence of
areas of ecological concern (including national and state forests and parks, floodplains,
wetlands, designated or proposed wilderness areas, national and state wild and scenic
rivers, wildlife areas, wildlife refuges, wildlife management areas, and wildlife sanctuaries)
that may be located within the potential disturbance area of the project, a statement of the
findings of the investigation, and a copy of any document produced as a result of the
investigation.

The USFWS response letter states that there are no federal wilderness areas, wildlife refuges, or designated
critical habitat within the vicinity of the Project area (Appendix C). Additionally, the ODNR Office of Real
Estate response letter indicates that they are not aware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features,
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national parks, state
or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas that are located within a one-
mile radius of the Project area (Appendix C).

The FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map with coverage of the Project area was consulted to identify any
floodplains/flood hazard areas that have been mapped in the Project area (specifically, map number
39139C0216E). Based on this map, no mapped FEMA floodplains or floodways are located within the
Project area.

An ecological resources inventory and wetland and waterbody delineation study was completed by the
Company’s consultant within the Project area in June of 2020. The Ecological Resources Inventory Report
isincluded in Appendix D. No wetlands or open waters were observed in the Project area. An intermittent
stream was identified to the east of the Project area outside of the proposed Project footprint. Therefore, no
wetlands or waterbodies are anticipated to be impacted by the Project.

B(10)(g) Provide any known additional information that will describe any unusual
conditions resulting in significant environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.

To the best of the Company’s knowledge, no unusual conditions exist that would result in significant
environmental, social, health, or safety impacts.
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APPENDIX A  Project Figures
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APPENDIX B PJM Submittal and Long Term
Forecast Report
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Company: AEP Ohio
PUCO Form FE-T10
Summary of Proposed Substations

Type Line Tinimuam |
Distribution (D) Existing or | Substation

Substation Name Voltage(s) (kV) Transmission (T) Timing Line Association(s) Proposed |Site Acreage
West Moulton 138 T 2021-22 W Moulton - Gemini E/P 2
Ridgely 138 D 2020 Kirk - Newark Center 138kV E Approx. 3
Newcomerstown 138/69/34.5/12 T 44896 Broom Road - Newcomerstown 69KV E Approx. 4
Newcomerstown 138/69/34.5/12 T 44896 Newcomerstown - Newport 69kV E Approx. 4
Newcomerstown 138/69/34.5/12 T 44896 Newcomerstown - Ray 69kV E Approx. 4
Newcomerstown 138/69/34.5/12 T 44896 Newcomerstown - South Coshocton 138kV E Approx. 4
Newcomerstown 138/69/34 5/12 T 44896 Newcomerstown - West Cambridge 138kV E Approx. 4
Newcomerstown 138/69/34.5/12 T 44896 Newcomerstown - West New Philadelphia 138kY E Approx. 4
Copeland 69/12 D 2024 Stuart - Seaman 69 kV E TBD
Copeland 69/12 D 2024 Copeland Extension P TBD
Fort Fizzle (Glenmont) 69/7 D 2023-2025 Stillwell - Killbuck 69 kV P 3tob
Millersburg 69/4 D 2023-2025 Berlin - West Millersburg 69 kV E TBD
Simmons Run 69/12 D 2023-2025 South Coshocton - Simmons Run 69 kV P TBD
Simmons Run 69/12 D 2023-2025 Killbuck - Simmons Run P TBD
South Coshocton 138/69/34.5 T 2023-2025 South Coshocton - Simmons Run 69 kV P TBD
South Coshocton 138/69/34.5 T 2023-2025 South Coshocton - Coshocton 69 kV E TBD
South Coshocton 138/69/34.5 T 2023-2025 South Coshocton - North Coshocton 69 kV E TBD
South Coshocton 138/69/34.5 T 2023-2025 South Coshocton - Ohio Central 138 kV E TBD
South Coshocton 138/69/34.5 T 2023-2025 South Coshocton - Newcomerstown 138 kV E TBD
Salemo (52343) 138/13 kV D 2022 North Lexington - Academia 138 kY E 2to3
East Arlington (s2395) 69/12 kV D 2023-2025 West Crawford - East Arlington 69 kV P TBD
East Arlington (s2395) 69/12 kV D 2023-2025 Rangeline - East Arlington 69 kV P TBD
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Need Number: AEP-2020-OH002
Process Stage: Solutions Meeting 07/17/2020

Previously Presented:
Need Meeting 01/17/2020

Supplemental Project Driver:
Customer Service

Specific Assumption Reference:

AEP Guidelines for Transmission Owner Identified Needs (AEP
Assumptions slide 7)

Problem Statement:

* AEP Ohio is requesting a new 138kV delivery point on the
Academia — North Lexington 138 kV circuit by May 2023.
Anticipated load is approximately 15 MVA.

Model: 2024 RTEP
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Need Number: AEP-2020-OH002
Process Stage: Solutions Meeting 07/17/2020
Proposed Solution:

* Install a greenfield 138kV in-out station (“Salerno”) with one
auto sectionalizing switch on the line exit towards Academia one
non-auto sectionalizing switch on the line exit towards North
Lexington. Estimated Cost: $1.4M

* Install two 138kV single circuit lines, approximately 0.1 miles
each, to tie the greenfield Salerno station to the Academia-
l;lorth Lexington 138kV circuit with 795 ACSR. Estimated Cost:

0.6M

* Remove/Relocate approximately 0.1 mile of line on the Philo —
Howard Line asset. Install ~1.7 miles of fiber to provide SCADA
connectivity to Salerno. Estimated Cost: $0.3M

Total Estimated Transmission Cost: $2.3M

Alternatives Considered:

Considering the location of the customer request, no viable cost-
effective transmission alternative was identified. AEP Ohio already
owns land in this area for the delivery point.

Projected In-Service: 05/16/2022

Project Status: Scoping

Model: 2024 RTEP

AEP Transmission Zone M-3 Process
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APPENDIX C Agency Correspondence

AEP Ohio Transmission Company, Inc. Philo-Howard 138 kV Mid-Span Structure Project
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources

MIKE DEWINE, GOVERNOR MARY MERTZ. DIRECTOR.

Office of Real Estate

John Kessler, Chief

2045 Morse Road — Bldg. E-2
Columbus, OH 43229
Phone: (614) 265-6621

Fax: (614) 267-4764

July 22,2020

Dan Godec

Stantec

1500 Lake Shore Drive Suite 100
Columbus OH 43204-3800

Re: 20-554; Salerno Station and 138 kV Line Extension Project

Project: The proposed project involves the construction of a new 138 kV substation (Salerno
Station), and construction/extension of two 0.1-mile segments of new greenfield 138 kV
transmission line within new right-of-way and remove/relocate .025 mile of the Philo Howard
138 kV transmission line.

Location: The proposed project is located in Washington Township, Richland County, Ohio.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has completed a review of the above
referenced project. These comments were generated by an inter-disciplinary review within the
Department. These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), the National Environmental
Policy Act, the Coastal Zone Management Act, Ohio Revised Code and other applicable laws and
regulations. These comments are also based on ODNR’s experience as the state natural resource
management agency and do not supersede or replace the regulatory authority of any local, state or
federal agency nor relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply with any local, state or
federal laws or regulations.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Database has no records at or within a one-
mile radius of the project area.

A review of the Ohio Natural Heritage Database indicates there are no other records of state
endangered or threatened plants or animals within the project area. There are also no records of
state potentially threatened plants, special interest or species of concern animals, or any federally
listed species. In addition, we are unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features,
animal assemblages, scenic rivers, state wildlife areas, state nature preserves, state or national
parks, state or national forests, national wildlife refuges, or other protected natural areas within
the project area. The review was performed on the project area you specified in your request as
well as an additional one-mile radius. Records searched date from 1980.

Please note that Ohio has not been completely surveyed and we rely on receiving information
from many sources. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular area is not a statement that rare
species or unique features are absent from that area. Although all types of plant communities have
been surveyed, we only maintain records on the highest quality areas.
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Fish and Wildlife: The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has the following comments.

The DOW recommends that impacts to streams, wetlands and other water resources be avoided
and minimized to the fullest extent possible, and that best management practices be utilized to
minimize erosion and sedimentation.

The entire state of Ohio is within the range of the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), a state endangered
and federally endangered species, the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a state
endangered and federally threatened species, the little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), a state
endangered species, and the tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), a state endangered species.
During the spring and summer (April 1 through September 30), these species of bats
predominately roost in trees behind loose, exfoliating bark, in crevices and cavities, or in the
leaves. However, these species are also dependent on the forest structure surrounding roost trees.
If trees are present within the project area, and trees must be cut, the DOW recommends cutting
only occur from October 1 through March 31, conserving trees with loose, shaggy bark and/or
crevices, holes, or cavities, as well as trees with DBH > 20 if possible. If trees are present within
the project area, and trees must be cut during the summer months, the DOW recommends a mist
net survey or acoustic survey be conducted from June 1 through August 15, prior to any cutting.
Mist net and acoustic surveys should be conducted in accordance with the most recent version of
the “OHIO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE GUIDANCE FOR BAT SURVEYS AND TREE
CLEARING”. If state listed bats are documented, DOW recommends cutting only occur from
October 1 through March 31, however, limited summer tree cutting may be acceptable after
consultation with DOW (contact Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us).

The DOW also recommends that a desktop or field-based habitat assessment is conducted to
determine if there are potential hibernaculum(a) present within the project area. Habitat
assessments should be conducted in accordance with the current USFWS “Range-wide Indiana
Bat Survey Guidelines” and submitted to Sarah Stankavich, sarah.stankavich@dnr.state.oh.us if
potential hibernacula are present within .25 miles of the project area. If a potential hibernaculum
is found, the DOW recommends a 0.25-mile tree cutting and subsurface disturbance buffer
around the hibernaculum entrance, however, limited summer or winter tree cutting may be
acceptable after consultation with DOW. If no tree cutting or subsurface impacts to a
hibernaculum are proposed, this project is not likely to impact these species.

The project is within the range of the Towa darter (Etheostoma exile), a state endangered fish, and
the greater redhorse (Moxostoma valenciennesi), a state threatened fish. The DOW recommends
no in-water work in perennial streams from April 15 through June 30 to reduce impacts to
indigenous aquatic species and their habitat. If no in-water work is proposed in a perennial
stream, this project is not likely to impact these or other aquatic species.

The project is within the range of the eastern hellbender (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis
alleganiensis), a state endangered species and a federal species of concern. Due to the location,
and that there is no in-water work proposed in a perennial stream of sufficient size to provide
suitable habitat, this project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus), a state
endangered and federally threatened snake species. The eastern massasauga uses a range of
habitats including wet prairies, fens, and other wetlands, as well as drier upland habitat. Due to
the location, the type of habitat within the project area, and the type of work proposed, this
project is not likely to impact this species.



The project is within the range of the least bittern (Ixobrychus exilis), a state threatened bird. This
secretive marsh species prefers dense emergent wetlands with thick stands of cattails, sedges,
sawgrass or other semiaquatic vegetation interspersed with woody vegetation and open water. If
this type of habitat will be impacted, construction should be avoided in this habitat during the
species’ nesting period of May 1 to July 31. If this type of habitat will not be impacted, this
project is not likely to impact this species.

The project is within the range of the sandhill crane (Grus canadensis), a state threatened
species. Sandhill cranes are primarily a wetland-dependent species. On their wintering grounds,
they will utilize agricultural fields; however, they roost in shallow, standing water or moist
bottomlands. On breeding grounds, they require a rather large tract of wet meadow, shallow
marsh, or bog for nesting. If grassland, prairie, or wetland habitat will be impacted, construction
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 1 to September 1. If
this habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to have an impact on this species.

The project is within the range of the trumpeter swan (Cygnus buccinator), a state threatened
bird. Trumpeter swans prefer large marshes and lakes ranging in size from 40 to 150 acres. They
like shallow wetlands one to three feet deep with a diverse mix of plenty of emergent and
submergent vegetation and open water. If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 to June 15. If this
habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to have an impact on this species.

The project is within the range of the upland sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda), a state
endangered bird. Nesting upland sandpipers utilize dry grasslands including native grasslands,
seeded grasslands, grazed and ungrazed pasture, hayfields, and grasslands established through the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). If this type of habitat will be impacted, construction
should be avoided in this habitat during the species’ nesting period of April 15 to July 31. If this
type of habitat will not be impacted, this project is not likely to impact this species.

Due to the potential of impacts to federally listed species, as well as to state listed species, we
recommend that this project be coordinated with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

Water Resources: The Division of Water Resources has the following comment.
The local floodplain administrator should be contacted concerning the possible need for any
floodplain permits or approvals for this project. Your local floodplain administrator contact

information can be found at the website below.

http://water.ohiodnr.gov/portals/soilwater/pdf/floodplain/Floodplain%20Manager%20Community
%20Contact%20List 8 16.pdf

ODNR appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments. Please contact Sarah Tebbe,
Environmental Specialist, at (614) 265-6397 or Sarah.Tebbe(@dnr.state.oh.us if you have
questions about these comments or need additional information.

Mike Pettegrew
Environ