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August 18, 2021 

Ms. Tanowa Troupe, Secretary 
Ohio Power Siting Board 
Docketing Division 
180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio  43215-3793 

Re: Case No. 20-1605-EL-BGN, In the Matter of the Application of Birch 
Solar 1, LLC for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and 
Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered Electric Generation Facility 
in Allen and Auglaize Counties, Ohio. 

Proof of Publication for Third Public Information Meeting 

Dear Ms. Troupe: 

Attached please find a copy of the proof of publication indicating that the notice of the 
third public information meeting was published in the Wapakoneta Daily News and the Lima 
News, newspapers of general circulation in the project area. 

The in-person public information meeting will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., on 
Thursday, August 19, 2021.  

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Christine M.T. Pirik 
Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
(Counsel of Record) 
Matthew C. McDonnell (0090164) 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
150 East Gay Street, Suite 2400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Cc: James O’Dell (614) 591-5461
      Theresa White  cpirik@dickinsonwright.com
     Randall Schumacher mmcdonnell@dickinsonwright.com

      Jonathan Pawley  (Counsel agrees to receive service by email.)

Attorneys for Birch Solar 1, LLC 

4821-2081-8165 [92234-1] 
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Notice of
Public Information Meeting for 
Proposed Major Utility Facility

Birch Solar I, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Lightsource bp, will host a third public 
informational meeting in person on Thursday, August 19, 2021 to outline plans to construct 
the Birch Solar Project, a solar-powered generation facility located in Shawnee Township, 
Allen County, Ohio, and Logan Township, Auglaize County, Ohio. The facility will be sited on 
approximately 1,410 acres and have a maximum total generating capacity of up to 300 megawatts. 
The purpose of the facility is to generate electricity to PJM.  Construction is anticipated to begin 
as early as fi rst quarter 2022, resulting in commercial operations in second quarter 2023.  A map 
showing the general outline of the project area is below. 

On both Friday, November 20th and Monday, November 23rd, Lightsource bp hosted interactive, 
virtual public information meetings to provide residents an opportunity to learn about the Birch 
Solar project and ask questions of the development team and the Ohio Power Siting Board 
(OPSB) staff.   

On August 19, 2021, Lightsource bp will host a third public information meeting. The third public 
information meeting will be in person and will take place from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., at University 
of Northwest Ohio Event Center, 1450 North Cable Road, Lima, Ohio 45805. Information 
describing the facility will be made available through an open house, posterboard session 
format. Attendees may arrive anytime between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. to engage with Company 
representatives on hand to answer questions regarding the facility. Birch Solar will have a pre-
recorded PowerPoint presentation available for viewing at the meeting in addition to resources 
that attendees can take home with them. 

A presentation about the Birch Solar Project will be posted on Lightsource bp’s website www.
lightsourcebp.com/birch for viewing by the public at their convenience.  Alternative access to 
the presentation is also available upon request. Additional information on the project can also 
be found at www.birchsolarfarm.com. 

If you are unable to attend public information meeting and would like to receive a copy of the 
presentation, contact the Birch Solar team at birchsolar@lightsourcebp.com or 320-267-3595 

Birch Solar fi led its application with OPSB on February 12, 2021. OPSB’s case number for the 
project is 20-1605-EL-BGN and the fi lings made with the OPSB in the Birch Solar case can be 
viewed at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=20-1605&x=14&y=14. 

Upon the receipt of the application, OPSB reviews the application to determine if it is complete 
so OPSB staff can begin its investigation.   As the OPSB found the application complete on July 
14, 2021, OPSB will set will set a date for public hearing in the near future.  The public hearing 
consists of two parts: a public hearing where OPSB will accept written or oral testimony and 
an adjudicatory hearing.  15 days prior to the public hearing, OPSB’s staff will submit a written 
report on the project.
 
OPSB accepts written comments on the project from interested persons at any time, as well as 
written or oral testimony from any person at the public hearing.  Petitions to intervene in the 
adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by OPSB in accordance with a deadline set by OPSB.   
To request notifi cation of the public hearing or submit comments in the docket contact OPSB 
at 180 E. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43215, 1-866-270-6772, or  contactOPSB@puco.ohio.gov. 
Petitions to intervene should be addressed to Docketing Division, the Ohio Power Siting Board, 
180 E. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43215 or can be electronically fi led.  All correspondence and 
petitions to intervene must include reference to Case No. 20-1605-EL-BGN.
 
The following map shows the general outline of the project and location of the project area:
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