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MOTION OF COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 

TO ESTABLISH TEST PERIOD AND DATE CERTAIN 
AND FOR WAIVERS OF STANDARD FILING REQUIREMENTS 
           

 
No later than June 30, 2021, Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) will 

file an application for an increase in its distribution rates pursuant to R.C. 4909.18. 
Pursuant to R.C. 4909.15(C), Columbia moves the Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio (“Commission”) to establish the following test period and date certain for 
that application: 

 
Test period: January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021 
Date certain: March 31, 2021   
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Columbia also will file an application for approval to continue its existing Infra-
structure Replacement Program (IRP) and Capital Expenditure Program (CEP) 
Riders; to adopt a new Federally Mandated Investment (FMI) Rider to recover in-
creased costs imposed under the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-
istration (PHMSA) “mega rule” and other future mandated governmental spend-
ing; to continue its Demand Side Management (DSM) program and its associated 
rider; and to make various changes to Columbia’s tariffs and accounting methods.  
 

In connection with these applications, pursuant to Ohio Adm.Code 4901-7-
01 and 4901:1-19-02(D) and Section II(A)(4) of the Commission’s Standard Filing 
Requirements (SFRs), Columbia respectfully requests that the Commission waive 
certain of the applicable SFRs in Ohio Adm.Code 4901-7-01, Appendix A. A de-
scription of the specific standard filing requirements that Columbia is asking the 
Commission to waive, and the reasons supporting Columbia’s Motion, are set 
forth in the attached Memorandum in Support. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Joseph M. Clark     
Joseph M. Clark, Asst. Gen. Counsel 

(0080711) (Counsel of Record) 
John R. Ryan, Sr. Counsel (0090607) 
P.O. Box 117 
290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-0117 
Telephone:  (614) 813-8685 

         (614) 285-2220 
E-mail:  josephclark@nisource.com  
   johnryan@nisource.com  
 
Eric B. Gallon  (0071465)  
Mark Stemm  (0023146) 
L. Bradfield Hughes  (0070997) 
Devan K. Flahive  (0097457) 

      Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP 
      41 South High Street 
      Columbus, OH 43215 
      Telephone: (614) 227-2000 
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 4

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
 

1. Proposal of Test Period and Date Certain 
 
“[T]he General Assembly has delegated authority to the PUCO to set just 

and reasonable rates for public utilities under its jurisdiction,” and “has done so 
by providing a detailed, comprehensive and * * * mandatory ratemaking formula 
under R.C. 4909.15.”1 That statute “requires the PUCO to make a series of deter-
minations – the valuation of the utility’s property in service as of date certain 
(R.C. 4909.15(A)(1)), a fair and reasonable rate of return on that investment 
(R.C. 4909.15(A)(2)), and the expenses incurred in providing service during the 
test [period] (R.C. 4909.15(A)(4)).”2  

 
Section 4909.15(C) states that “[t]he utility may propose a test period * * * 

that is any twelve-month period beginning not more than six months prior to the 
date the application is filed and ending not more than nine months subsequent to 
that date.” It also states that the “date certain” for a natural gas company shall be 
“not later than the end of the test period.”3  

 
In 2017, Columbia filed an application to establish a Capital Expenditure 

Program (CEP) Rider. The following October, Columbia filed a Stipulation signed 
by Commission Staff and other parties in which Columbia agreed to file an appli-
cation to adjust its base rates with a test period of calendar year 2021 and a date 
certain earlier than the rate case’s filing date, unless otherwise ordered by the 
Commission.4 The Commission adopted the Stipulation on November 28, 2018.5  

 
In this proceeding, Columbia is proposing a test period of calendar year 

2021 and a date certain of March 31, 2021. Because this test period and date certain 
comply with R.C. 4909.15 and the adopted Stipulation in the CEP Rider case, Co-
lumbia asks the Commission to approve the proposed test period and date certain. 

                                                 
1  Columbus S. Power Co. v. Pub. Util. Comm., 67 Ohio St.3d 535, 537, 620 N.E.2d 835 (1993) (citing 

Gen. Motors Corp. v. Pub. Util. Comm., 47 Ohio St.2d 58, 351 N.E.2d 183 (1976)). 

2  Columbus S. Power Co., 67 Ohio St.3d at 537. 

3  R.C. 4909.15(C)(1) and (2). 

4  In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval of an Alternative Form of 
Regulation, Case No. 17-2202-GA-ALT, Stipulation and Recommendation at ¶ 17 (Oct. 25, 2018). 

5  In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval of an Alternative Form of 
Regulation, Case No. 17-2202-GA-ALT, Opinion and Order at ¶ 59 (Nov. 28, 2018). 
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2. Waiver of Certain Standard Filing Requirements 
 
2.1. The Commission will waive filing requirements if the utility sets 

forth specific reasons for the request and shows good cause. 
 

A public utility filing an application for an increase in rates must generally 
comply with the Standard Filing Requirements (SFRs) set forth in Appendix A to 
Ohio Adm.Code 4901-7-01.6 However, the Commission may waive portions of the 
SFRs if the utility timely moves to waive them and the Commission grants the 
waiver before the utility files its rate increase application.7 A waiver request will 
be considered timely if it is “filed thirty days or more before the docketing of the 
application with the commission.”8 The Commission may waive a requirement of 
the SFRs if the utility specifically explains its request for waiver and shows good 
cause, so long as the requirement is not statutorily mandated.9 Determining 
whether the utility has shown good cause requires “due regard” to, inter alia: 

 
i. whether the other information provided by the utility would allow Staff to 

“effectively and efficiently review the application”; 
ii. whether the utility normally maintains the information in question, or has 

that information reasonably available to it; and 
iii. the utility’s cost to provide the information in question.10 
 

Similarly, a natural gas company filing an alternative rate plan application 
for an increase in rates must generally submit the exhibits described in 
R.C. 4909.18(A) - (D) and Ohio Adm.Code 4901-7-01.11 However, the Commission 
may waive any requirement of Ohio Adm.Code Chapter 4901:1-19 that is not stat-
utorily mandated upon a showing of good cause.12  

                                                 
6  Ohio Adm.Code 4901-7-01. 

7  Id. 

8  SFR Chapter II, § (A)(4)(e). 

9  SFR Chapter II, § (A)(4)(a) and (d). 

10 SFR Chapter II, § (A)(4)(d). 

11  Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-19-06(C). 

12  Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-19-02(D). 
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2.2. Columbia meets the “good cause” standard for waiving the stand-
ard filing requirements specified in this Memorandum.  
 

Columbia respectfully submits the following requests for waiver of the 
standard filing requirements. As discussed below, none of the requirements is stat-
utorily required, and Columbia has good cause for seeking each waiver. 

 
2.2.1. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Filing, Par-

agraph (C)(3) – Annual reports to shareholders for the most 
recent five years and the most recent statistical supplement 
 

The cited provision of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to deliver to 
the Commission’s Utilities Department, Office of the Rate Case Manager, four cop-
ies of its annual shareholder reports for the prior five years, and/or its parent com-
pany’s annual shareholder reports if the applicant is a wholly owned subsidiary, 
along with “the most recent statistical supplement.” Staff has proposed eliminat-
ing this requirement from the SFRs.13  

 
Columbia is a wholly owned subsidiary of NiSource Gas Distribution 

Group, Inc., which is a wholly owned subsidiary of NiSource Inc. (“NiSource”). 
NiSource’s annual shareholder reports for 2017 through 2020, and its Segment and 
Financial Information for First Quarter 2021, are available on NiSource’s website 
at https://investors.nisource.com/financial-filings-and-reports/quarterly-and-an-
nual-materials/default.aspx. NiSource’s annual shareholder report for 2016 is 
available at https://www.nisource.com/docs/librariesprovider2/sustainability-ar-
chives/2016/2016-integrated-annual-report-pdf.pdf. NiSource’s annual proxy 
statements are also available on NiSource’s website at https://inves-
tors.nisource.com/financial-filings-and-reports/sec-filings/default.aspx.  

 
Accordingly, Columbia asks that the Commission waive the requirement to 

provide this information to Staff at filing and, instead, allow Columbia to provide 
the URLs for the webpages on NiSource’s website where Staff can find the re-
quested reports, statistical supplement, and SEC filings.  

                                                 
13  In the Matter of the Commission’s Review of the Standard Filing Requirements for Rate Increases in Ohio 

Adm.Code Chapter 4901-7, Case No. 19-2103-AU-ORD, Entry, Attachment A at p. 22 of 170 
(Dec. 16, 2020). 
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2.2.2. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Filing, Par-
agraph (C)(4) – Most recent SEC Form 10-K, 10-Q, and 8-K of 
the applicant and/or its parent company 
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to deliver to Staff 
four copies of its “most recent SEC Form 10-K, 10-Q, and 8-K” and/or its parent 
company’s SEC filings if the applicant is a wholly owned subsidiary. It also re-
quires the applicant utility to “provide all subsequent 10-K, 10-Q, and 8-K SEC 
reports to the staff through the date of the hearing.” Staff has proposed eliminating 
this requirement from the SFRs as well.14 NiSource’s most recent 10-K, 10-Q, and 
8-K filings are available on NiSource’s website at https://investors.nisource.com/fi-
nancial-filings-and-reports/sec-filings/default.aspx, and NiSource regularly up-
dates this page with its most recent SEC filings. Accordingly, Columbia asks that 
the Commission waive the requirement to provide this information to Staff at fil-
ing and, instead, allow Columbia to provide the URL for the webpage on 
NiSource’s website where Staff can find the requested reports. 

 
2.2.3. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Filing, Par-

agraph (C)(6) – Worksheet Showing Monthly Test Year Data 
and Totals  
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide 
“monthly test year data and totals” by “FERC, NARUC, or PUCO account” that 
“agree with Schedule C-2.1, Column 1.” Columbia does not prepare its operating 
income statements by FERC account as part of its budget process. Accordingly, 
Columbia requests waiver of this requirement. However, Columbia intends to 
provide budget data by FERC account based on allocations using historical data 
and explain its variances on a cost element/activity basis. When Staff begins its 
audit process, Columbia will give Staff detailed definitions of all cost elements and 
activities used by Columbia to develop its operating budgets and accounting. The 
Commission waived similar requirements for Columbia in its last rate case.15 

                                                 
14  In the Matter of the Commission’s Review of the Standard Filing Requirements for Rate Increases in Ohio 

Adm.Code Chapter 4901-7, Case No. 19-2103-AU-ORD, Entry, Attachment A at p. 22 of 170 
(Dec. 16, 2020). 

15 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Amend its Filed Tariffs to 
Increase the Rates and Charges for Gas Services and Related Matters, Case Nos. 08-72-GA-AIR, et al., 
Entry at ¶¶ 9, 14 (Feb. 27, 2008). 
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2.2.4. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Filing, Par-
agraph (C)(13) – Federal income tax information 
 

The cited provision of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide cer-
tain federal income tax information to the Commission’s Utilities Department, Of-
fice of the Rate Case Manager, when the utility files its application. Columbia’s 
federal income tax returns include confidential information. Columbia requests 
permission to make these income tax returns available to Staff at Columbia’s of-
fices during normal business hours. The Commission granted a similar request 
from AEP Ohio in its current distribution rate case.16 

 
2.2.5. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Filing, Par-

agraph (C)(15) – Copies of Advertisements Charged to Ad-
vertising Expense 
 

The cited provision of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide, 
“[a]t the time of filing of the two-month update[,] a copy of all advertisements 
whose costs were charged to advertising expense in the actual months of test 
year[,]” with “the cost of the ad and the account charged” indicated on the copy 
of each ad. The cited provision also requires the utility to estimate “the cost of 
those ads that may be included in the budgeted portion of the test year.” Due to 
the large volume of advertisements for the costs associated with the Pipeline Safety 
Program (PSP) that are Public Awareness costs recorded to Account 909, Cost El-
ement 3001, Columbia respectfully requests that the Commission waive the re-
quirement to provide copies of those advertisements to the Utilities Department, 
Office of the Rate Case Manager. Columbia will respond, however, to data re-
quests regarding PSP advertisements during this proceeding. 

 
2.2.6. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Audit, Par-

agraph (D)(3) – Transactions with Affiliated Companies 
 

The cited provision of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide to 
Commission Staff, on the first day of the field audit, certain information regarding 
the utility’s transactions with affiliated companies “which affect the operating in-
come statement, plant in service accounts, and inventories * * *.” In particular, the 
cited provision requires the utility to identify “[a]ll contracts between the utility 
and any affiliated company” and describe “the general nature of [the] transaction”; 
                                                 
16 See In the Matter of the Application of Ohio Power Co. for an Increase in Electric Distribution Rates, Case 

Nos. 20-585-EL-AIR, Entry at ¶¶ 9, 11 (May 6, 2020). 
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provide “[a] statement showing all affiliated transactions by account”; and explain 
“the method(s) used to allocate common and overhead costs.” 

 
Columbia does not separately identify all affiliate transactions in its budg-

eting process. Columbia does, however, identify affiliate transactions for its affili-
ate, NiSource Corporate Service Company, which consists of the majority of the 
non-gas cost affiliate transactions. Columbia intends to provide information re-
lated to NiSource Corporate Service Company transactions, all historical affiliate 
information requested, and actual data for the test year as it becomes available. 
Columbia respectfully requests that the Commission waive the requirement to 
provide information related to all other affiliate transactions in the forecasted pe-
riod of its test year because that information is not available. The Commission ap-
proved a similar request from Columbia in its last rate case.17  

 
Additionally, Columbia currently has two contracts with affiliated compa-

nies that include confidential information, one of which contains confidential in-
formation. Columbia requests that Staff review this document at Columbia’s of-
fices during normal business hours. Again, the Commission approved a similar 
request from Columbia in its last rate case.18 

 
2.2.7. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Audit, Par-

agraph (D)(10) – Quarterly shareholder reports of the appli-
cant and/or its parent company for the most recent five quar-
ters 
 

The cited provision of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to make avail-
able to Staff, on the first day of the field audit, the applicant’s five most recent 
quarterly reports to shareholders and/or its parent company’s quarterly reports if 
the applicant is a wholly owned subsidiary. Staff has proposed eliminating this 

                                                 
17 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Amend its Filed Tariffs to 

Increase the Rates and Charges for Gas Services and Related Matters, Case Nos. 08-72-GA-AIR, et al., 
Entry at ¶ 7 (Feb. 27, 2008). 

18 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Amend its Filed Tariffs to 
Increase the Rates and Charges for Gas Services and Related Matters, Case Nos. 08-72-GA-AIR, et al., 
Entry at ¶ 8 (Feb. 27, 2008). 
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requirement from the SFRs.19 NiSource’s most recent quarterly reports to its share-
holders are available on NiSource’s website at https://investors.nisource.com/fi-
nancial-filings-and-reports/quarterly-and-annual-materials/default.aspx. Accord-
ingly, Columbia asks that the Commission waive the requirement to provide this 
information to Staff at filing and, instead, provide the URL for the webpage on 
NiSource’s website where Staff can find the requested reports. 

 
2.2.8. Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Audit, Par-

agraph (D)(12) – Current federal income tax returns 
Chapter II, Supplemental Information Provided at Audit, Par-
agraph (D)(19) – State income tax returns 
 

The cited provisions of the SFRs require the applicant utility to make its 
current federal income tax returns (and/or the applicant’s portions of the consoli-
dated returns) and state income tax returns (if the tax is included in jurisdictional 
operating expenses) available to Commission Staff on the first day of the field au-
dit. These returns include confidential information. Columbia requests permission 
to make these income tax returns available to Staff at Columbia’s offices during 
normal business hours. The Commission approved a similar request from Colum-
bia in its last rate case.20 

 
2.2.9. Chapter II, Section C, Paragraph (B)(3) – Operating Revenues 

and Expenses By Account – Jurisdictional Allocation (Sched-
ule C-2.1) 
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide “a 
detailed operating income statement by FERC, NARUC or PUCO account in gen-
erally the same format as specified on Schedule C-2.1.” As indicated above, Co-
lumbia does not prepare its operating income statements by FERC account as part 
of its budget process. Accordingly, Columbia requests that the Commission waive 
this requirement. However, Columbia intends to provide budget data by FERC 
account based on allocations using historical data and explain its variances on a 

                                                 
19  In the Matter of the Commission’s Review of the Standard Filing Requirements for Rate Increases in Ohio 

Adm.Code Chapter 4901-7, Case No. 19-2103-AU-ORD, Entry, Attachment A at p. 27 of 170 (Dec. 
16, 2020). 

20 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Amend its Filed Tariffs to 
Increase the Rates and Charges for Gas Services and Related Matters, Case Nos. 08-72-GA-AIR, et al., 
Entry at ¶ 6 (Feb. 27, 2008). 
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cost element/activity basis. Additionally, when Staff begins its audit process, Co-
lumbia will give Staff detailed definitions of all cost elements and activities used 
by Columbia to develop its operating budgets and accounting. The Commission 
waived this requirement for Columbia in its last rate case.21 

 
2.2.10. Chapter II, Section C, Paragraph (D)(7) – Total Company Pay-

roll Analysis by Employee Classifications / Payroll Distribu-
tion (Schedule C-9.1) 
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide “the 
payroll analysis as specified on Schedule C-9.1 for the most recent five calendar 
years and the test year. One form shall be completed for the total company data 
and one form for each of the utility's employee classification or payroll distribu-
tions.” Columbia does not project manhours or payroll taxes, and thus cannot pro-
vide projected manhours (lines 2-5 on Schedule C-9.1) or payroll taxes (lines 16-18 
on Schedule C-9.1) for the test period. Accordingly, Columbia requests that the 
Commission waive the requirement to project manhours and payroll taxes for the 
test year. Instead, for projected test year hours, Columbia proposes to use the last 
known actual hours. And for projected payroll taxes, Columbia proposes to use 
the test year normalized labor operation and maintenance expense experience ra-
tio to arrive at the gross payroll tax for the projected period. 

 
2.2.11. Chapter II, Section C, Paragraph (E)(4) – Analysis of Reserve 

for Uncollectible Accounts (Schedule C-12) 
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to “[p]rovide a 
total company analysis of uncollectibles for the three most recent calendar years 
and the test year in the format specified on Schedule C-12.” In Case Nos. 03-1127-
GA-UNC and 03-2572-GA-ATA, the Commission approved Columbia's recovery 
of uncollectible expenses from the Small General Service (SGS), General Service 
(GS), Small General Transportation Service (SGTS), General Transportation Ser-
vice (GTS), Full Requirements Small General Transportation Service (FRSGTS),  
and Full Requirements General Transportation Service (FRGTS) rate classes 
through an Uncollectible Expense Rider. See P.U.C.O. No. 2, Twentieth Revised 

                                                 
21 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Amend its Filed Tariffs to 

Increase the Rates and Charges for Gas Services and Related Matters, Case Nos. 08-72-GA-AIR, et al., 
Entry at ¶ 9 (Feb. 27, 2008). 
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Sheet No. 29, Twelfth Revised Sheet No. 69, and Section VII, Nineteenth Revised 
Sheet No. 29.22 

 
Because the Uncollectible Expense Rider’s true-up provision eliminates the 

need for Columbia to develop uncollectible reserve levels, Columbia no longer 
projects uncollectible reserve levels as part of its budget process. Accordingly, Co-
lumbia requests that the Commission waive this requirement to the extent it re-
quires Columbia to provide test year information. Columbia will, however, file 
historical uncollectible reserve levels. The Commission waived this requirement 
for Columbia in its last rate case.23 

 
2.2.12. Chapter II, Section D, Paragraph (C)(1) – Embedded Cost of 

Short-Term Debt (Schedule D-2) 
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to “[p]rovide 
supporting schedules as of the date certain or most recent available historic calen-
dar quarter for * * * [e]mbedded cost of short-term debt, if any, [on] Schedule D-
2.”  Section D, “Rate of Return,” relates to the rate fixation requirements in 
R.C. 4909.15.  In 1999, the Supreme Court of Ohio summarized the ratemaking 
process under R.C. 4909.15 as follows: 

 
R.C. 4909.15(A) requires the commission to determine the 
following: the valuation of the utility’s property in service as 
of a date certain, i.e. its rate base; a fair and reasonable return 
on that investment; and the expenses incurred in providing 
service during the test year. Once these determinations are 
made, the commission, pursuant to R.C. 4909.15(B), computes 
the gross annual revenues to which the utility is entitled by 
adding the dollar return on the utility’s investment to the 
utility's test-year expenses. Pursuant to R.C. 4909.15(C), the 
commission then determines the utility’s revenues during the 
test period. If the revenues received by the utility during the 
test year are less than the gross annual revenues to which the 

                                                 
22  Uncollectible expenses for the Large General Service (LGS) and Large General Transportation 

Service (LGTS) rate classes are recovered through base rates. 

23 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Authority to Amend its Filed Tariffs to 
Increase the Rates and Charges for Gas Services and Related Matters, Case Nos. 08-72-GA-AIR et al., 
Entry at ¶ 11 (Feb. 27, 2008). 
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utility is entitled, the commission must set new rates that will 
raise the necessary revenue.24 
 

The statute further instructs the Commission, in setting those new rates, to 
“[i]nclud[e] a fair and reasonable rate of return determined by the commission 
with reference to a cost of debt equal to the actual embedded cost of debt of such 
public utility * * * .” R.C. 4909.15(E)(2)(a). 
 

A public utility’s “cost of debt” is part of its capital structure. As the Com-
mission explained in a 1975 opinion: 

 
Each of the sources of permanent funds which make up the 
capital structure (long term debt, preferred stock and com-
mon equity) have costs associated with them. Such costs are, 
in effect, the annual interest rates the utility must pay to the 
suppliers of these various forms of capital. When these costs 
have been determined, they are multiplied by the percent of 
the capital structure the component with which they are asso-
ciated represents, the sum of the products equalling the 
weighted cost of capital to the company. Under the analysis, 
the resulting percentage is considered to be evidence of a fair 
rate of return, and is applied to the statutory rate base to de-
termine the dollar return to which an applicant utility is enti-
tled.25 
 

However, “[t]he Commission has consistently rejected the inclusion of short-term 
debt in the capital structure[,] because short-term debt is not a permanent source 
of capital, the amounts vary over time, and its cost is relatively volatile.”26 The 
Supreme Court of Ohio has approved that approach, holding that “the exclusion 
of short-term debt in ascertaining the cost of capital [is] neither unlawful nor un-
reasonable. The commission's approach [is] in conformity with testimony to the 
effect that capital structure, by generally accepted definitions, does not include 
                                                 
24 (Citations omitted.) Cincinnati Gas & Elec. Co. v. Pub. Util. Comm., 86 Ohio St.3d 53, 54 (1999). 

25  In the Matter of the Application of The Cincinnati Gas & Electric Co. for an Increase in its Electric Rates, 
Case No. 72-415-Y, Opinion and Order on Rehearing, 1975 Ohio PUC LEXIS 1, *7-8 (Oct. 17, 1975). 

26  In the Matter of the Applications of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. to Establish a Uniform Rate for Natural 
Gas Service within the Company's Lake Erie Region, Northwestern Region, Central Region, Eastern Re-
gion, and Southeastern Region, Case Nos. 88-716-GA-AIR, et al., Opinion and Order, 1989 Ohio 
PUC LEXIS 1069, *133-134 (October 17, 1989). 
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short-term debt.”27 Additionally, the Standard Filing Requirements follow that ap-
proach by excluding short-term debt from the classes of capital in the Rate of Re-
turn Summary. See Standard Filing Requirements, Chapter II, Section D, Schedule 
D-1.28 
 
 Because the short-term debt is not part of a public utility’s capital structure, 
and because the Commission and the Ohio Supreme Court have affirmed the ex-
clusion of short-term debt in calculating a public utility’s cost of capital, Columbia 
requests that the Commission waive the requirement to submit Schedule D-2 or 
any other information on Columbia’s embedded cost of short-term debt. 
 

2.2.13. Chapter II, Section D, Paragraph (D) – Comparative Financial 
Data (Schedule D-5) 
 

The cited portion of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to “[p]rovide a 
comparison of financial data for the test year and the ten most recent fiscal years 
* * * as illustrated in Schedule D-5.” The general instructions for SFR Section D 
state that an applicant utility “whose securities are not traded publicly” must “sub-
mit all data required in section ‘D’ on an applicant-stand-alone basis and also on a 
parent-consolidated basis.” However, the financial data for NiSource is not di-
rectly comparable before and after 2016, because Columbia’s one-time affiliate Co-
lumbia Pipeline Group separated from NiSource on July 1, 2015. Accordingly, Co-
lumbia requests that the Commission waive the requirement to provide the finan-
cial data requested in Schedule D-5 on a parent-consolidated basis for the ten most 
recent fiscal years. Instead, Columbia asks that it be permitted to provide that fi-
nancial data on a parent-consolidated basis for the five most recent fiscal years – 
i.e., for the period after the separation of Columbia Pipeline Group.   

 

                                                 
27  Masury Water Co. v. Pub. Util. Com., 58 Ohio St.2d 147, 149, 389 N.E.2d 478 (1979). 

28 In the “Definitions” section of Chapter II of the Standard Filing Requirements, Section D (Rate of 
Return), at paragraph (E)(8), the Commission includes a definition of “Return on average total 
capital.” That paragraph defines “Return on average total capital” to mean “Income available for 
fixed charges” divided by “Average total capitalization including short term debt[.]” However, 
none of the Schedules in Section D still uses the phrase “Return on average total capital[,]” which 
further supports the conclusion that short-term debt is irrelevant to determining rate of return. 
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2.2.14. Chapter II, Section E, Paragraph (B)(2) – Current Tariff Sched-
ules (Schedule E-2) 
 

The cited provision of the SFRs requires the applicant utility to provide a 
“[c]lean copy of current tariff schedules * * * .” Copies of Columbia’s current tariff 
schedules are available on the Commission’s website at 
https://puco.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/puco/documents-and-rules/tariffs. They 
are also available on Columbia’s website at https://www.columbiagas-
ohio.com/docs/librariesprovider5/rates-and-tariffs/ohio-tariff.pdf?sfvrsn=107. Ex-
cluding current tariff sheets from Columbia’s application will shorten the filing by 
over 200 pages and save reams of paper if Staff, intervenors, or other interested 
parties print the application. Accordingly, Columbia asks that Staff waive the re-
quirement to include this information in its application. 

 
For the reasons provided above, Columbia respectfully requests that the 

Commission grant this Motion and waive the above-specified portion of the stand-
ard filing requirements and of the alternative regulation plan requirements. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Joseph M. Clark     
Joseph M. Clark, Asst. Gen. Counsel 

(0080711) (Counsel of Record) 
John R. Ryan, Sr. Counsel (0090607) 
P.O. Box 117 
290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-0117 
Telephone: (614) 813-8685 

         (614) 285-2220 
E-mail:  josephclark@nisource.com  
   johnryan@nisource.com  

       
Eric B. Gallon  (0071465)  
Mark Stemm  (0023146) 
L. Bradfield Hughes  (0070997) 
Devan K. Flahive  (0097457) 

      Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur LLP 
      41 South High Street 
      Columbus, OH 43215 
      Telephone: (614) 227-2000 



 16

 Email:  egallon@porterwright.com 
           mstemm@porterwright.com  
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