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{¶ 1} Ohio Power Company d/b/a AEP Ohio (AEP Ohio or Company) is an electric 

light company as defined by R.C. 4905.03 and a public utility as defined by R.C. 4905.02, 

and, as such, is subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission. 

{¶ 2} In Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, et al., the Commission modified and approved a 

stipulation and recommendation filed by AEP Ohio, Staff, and numerous other signatory 

parties, which authorized the Company to implement an electric security plan for the period 

of June 1, 2018, through May 31, 2024.  Among the commitments in the stipulation and 

recommendation, AEP Ohio agreed to file a base distribution rate case by June 1, 2020.  In re 

Ohio Power Co., Case No. 16-1852-EL-SSO, et al., Opinion and Order (Apr. 25, 2018) at ¶ 45. 

{¶ 3} On April 29, 2020, in the above-captioned cases, AEP Ohio filed a pre-filing 

notice of its intent to file an application for approval of an increase in its electric distribution 

rates, tariff modifications, and changes in accounting methods. 
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{¶ 4} On June 8, 2020, AEP Ohio filed its application to increase its rates pursuant 

to R.C. 4909.18.1  AEP Ohio filed direct testimony in support of its application on June 15, 

2020. 

{¶ 5} On November 18, 2020, as amended on November 25, 2020, Staff filed a 

written report of its investigation (Staff Report).  Pursuant to R.C. 4909.19 and Ohio 

Adm.Code 4901-1-28(B), objections to the Staff Report were due by December 18, 2020.  

{¶ 6} Objections to the Staff Report were filed by various parties on December 18, 

2020. 

{¶ 7} By Entry issued on November 23, 2020, as amended by Entries issued on 

December 1, 2020, January 14, 2021, January 27, 2021, and February 1, 2021, the procedural 

schedule was established in these cases such that a public hearing was held on February 8, 

2021.  Prehearing conferences were held on February 11, 2021, March 26, 2021, and May 10, 

2021, via Webex.   

{¶ 8} On March 4, 2021, the evidentiary hearing was called and the proceedings 

continued to permit the parties to engage in further settlement negotiations.   

{¶ 9} On March 12, 2021, as amended on April 7, 2021, a Joint Stipulation and 

Recommendation (Stipulation) was filed by AEP Ohio and 13 other parties to the 

proceedings.   

{¶ 10} On April 30, 2021, Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC) and Ohio 

Environmental Council (OEC) filed a joint motion for a hearing subpoena of Jon F. Williams, 

Managing Director of Customer Experience and Distribution Technology for AEP Ohio.  

 
1  Due to the closure of the Commission’s offices from June 1, 2020, through June 5, 2020, the application for 

a rate increase, which was submitted by AEP Ohio on June 1, 2020, was accepted for filing on June 8, 2020, 
and deemed timely filed in accordance with R.C. 1.14 and Ohio Adm.Code 4901-1-07 and 4901-1-13.  In re 
the Extension of Filing Dates for Pleadings and Other Papers Due to a Building Emergency, Case No. 20-1132-
AU-UNC, Entry (June 8, 2020). 
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{¶ 11} On May 4, 2021, the signed subpoena was filed by an attorney examiner.  

Subsequently, on the same day, ELPC and OEC filed a joint motion withdrawing their 

request for a subpoena of Jon F. Williams.  According to the motion to withdraw, ELPC and 

OEC amicably resolved the issue with AEP Ohio and AEP Ohio agreed to present Mr. 

Williams at the hearing without the need for a subpoena.  

{¶ 12} The evidentiary hearing reconvened on May 12, 2021, and continued each 

business day through May 18, 2021.  Mr. Williams testified, as if on cross-examination, on 

May 18, 2021.   

{¶ 13} At the conclusion of Mr. Williams’ testimony, counsel for ELPC sought to have 

admitted into evidence, as ELPC Ex. 2, a document that was filed in these dockets on June 

15, 2020, as the pre-filed direct testimony of Jon F. Williams in support of the Company’s 

application.  AEP Ohio and several other parties objected to the admission of ELPC Ex. 2.  

Rather than admit the filed document, in total, the attorney examiner directed counsel for 

AEP Ohio, ELPC, and OEC to work together to come to an agreement to highlight the 

portions of the filed document discussed in the course of Mr. Williams’ cross-examination 

for the parties to be able to cite in their briefs and present the proposed exhibit for the 

attorney examiners’ consideration (Tr. Vol. V at 992–1,002, 1,004-1,005).   

{¶ 14} On May 24, 2021, AEP Ohio, ELPC, and OEC presented to the attorney 

examiners a proposed exhibit with highlights.  In addition, counsel for ELPC and OEC 

presented additional sections in the document which they argue should be highlighted and, 

therefore, may be cited in parties’ briefs.   

{¶ 15} In consideration of the manner in which the witness was called to testify and 

the arguments of counsel, and after reviewing the transcript, the attorney examiner finds 

that ELPC Ex. 2 should be highlighted as attached hereto and the parties may cite the 

highlighted portions of the document in their respective briefs.  
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{¶ 16} On May 18, 2021, Frank Lacey presented testimony in opposition to the 

Stipulation on behalf of Interstate Gas Supply, Inc. (IGS), Direct Energy Business, LLC, and 

Direct Energy Services, LLC.  Attached to the direct testimony of Mr. Lacey as Ex. FPL-14 is 

a four-page excerpt (including the cover page) from the National Association of Regulatory 

Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Electric Utility Cost Allocation Manual (CAM).  During 

Mr. Lacey’s cross-examination, AEP Ohio introduced the entire NARUC CAM as an exhibit.  

At the conclusion of Mr. Lacey’s testimony, counsel for IGS sought to have the entire 

NARUC CAM admitted into the record; AEP Ohio opposed the request.  AEP Ohio and IGS, 

however, agreed to work together to create an excerpt from the manual and present it for 

the attorney examiners’ consideration as AEP Ohio Ex. 15.  (Tr. Vol. V at 1,152-1,155.)  On 

May 19, 2021, consistent with the directives of the attorney examiner, IGS and AEP Ohio 

presented an agreed-upon excerpt of the CAM.   

{¶ 17} Consistent with the attorney examiner’s directives during the evidentiary 

hearing, the attorney examiner finds that AEP Ohio Ex. 15 should be admitted into the 

record, as agreed by IGS and AEP Ohio, and as filed in these dockets on May 21, 2021.  The 

exhibit may, therefore, be cited in the parties’ briefs. 

{¶ 18} It is, therefore,  

{¶ 19} ORDERED, That, consistent with the attorney examiner’s ruling during the 

evidentiary hearing, AEP Ohio Ex. 15 be admitted into the record, as filed on May 21, 2021.  

It is, further,  

{¶ 20} ORDERED, That, consistent with the attorney examiner’s ruling during the 

evidentiary hearing, ELPC Ex. 2 be admitted into the record and the highlighted sections of 

the document, as attached hereto, may be cited by the parties in their briefs, in accordance 

with this Entry.  It is, further, 
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{¶ 21} ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served upon all parties of record. 

 THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
   
   
 /s/ Greta See  
 By: Greta See 
  Attorney Examiner 
SJP/hac 
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