
Lucas A. Fykes 
Direct: 614.405.8716 

fykes@whitt-sturtevant.com 

March 31, 2021 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Docketing Division 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43215-3793 

Re: Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC Competitive Retail Natural Gas Service (CRNGS) Provider 
Application in Docket No. 21-0301 

Dear PUCO, 

Enclosed please find the Ohio license initial application for Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 
(“Inspire”) and supporting exhibits. Please note, exhibits B-2, C-2, C-3, C-5 and C-9 contain 
confidential, proprietary information.  Inspire has filed these exhibits separately under seal. The 
required application materials are attached: 

1. Competitive Retail Natural Gas Service (CRNGS) Provider Application
2. Exhibits

a. Exhibit A-12 "Principal Officers, Directors & Partners"
b. Exhibit A-13 “Company History”
c. Exhibit A-14 "Secretary of State"
d. Exhibit A-15 “Proof of Ohio office and employee”
e. Exhibit B-1 "Jurisdictions of Operation"
f. Exhibit B-2 "Experience & Plans"

1. Filed separately under seal.
g. Exhibit B-3 "Disclosure of Liabilities and Investigations"
h. Exhibit C-1 "Financial Reporting"
i. Exhibit C-2 "Financial Statements"

2. Filed separately under seal.
j. Exhibit C-3 "Forecasted Financial Statements"

3. Filed separately under seal.
k. Exhibit C-4 "Credit Rating"
l. Exhibit C-5 "Credit Report"

4. Filed separately under seal.
m. Exhibit C-6 “Bankruptcy Information”
n. Exhibit C-7 “Merger Information”
o. Exhibit C-8 "Corporate Structure"



Lucas A. Fykes 
Direct: 614.405.8716 

fykes@whitt-sturtevant.com 

p. Exhibit C-9 "Financial Arrangements"
5. Filed separately under seal.

q. Exhibit D-1 "Operations"
r. Exhibit D-2 "Operations Expertise and Key Technical Personnel"

Please let us know if you need additional information. 

Respectfully submitted 

/s/Lucas A. Fykes          

One of the attorneys for  
Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 
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Please complete all information.  Identify all attachments with a label and title (example: Exhibit C-2 
Financial Statements).  For paper filing, you can mail the original and two complete copies to the Public 
Utilities Commission of Ohio, Docketing Division, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793.  

A. Application Information

A-1. Provider Type.
Select the competitive retail natural gas service (CRNGS) provider type(s) for which the applicant is
seeking certification. Please note you can select more than one.

Retail Natural Gas Aggregator Retail Natural Gas Broker Retail Natural Gas Marketer 

� � �

A-2. Applicant’s legal name and contact information.

Provide the name and contact information of the business entity.

Legal Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________ 

Telephone: __________________________ Website: ____________________________________ 

A-3. Names and contact information under which the applicant will do business in Ohio.

Provide the names and contact information the business entity will use for business in Ohio. This does
not have to be an Ohio address and may be the same contact information given in A-2.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________ 

Telephone: __________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 

A-4. Names under which the applicant does business in North America.

Provide all business names the applicant uses in North America. You do not need to include the names
provided in A-2 and A-3.

Name(s): __________________________ _____________________________ 

__________________________ _____________________________ 

Competitive Retail Natural Gas Service 
(CRNGS) Provider Application 

Case Number:  ______-_________-GA-_______ 

✔
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N/A

21 0301 CRS
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A-5. Contact person for regulatory matters.

Name: ____________________________________ Title: ______________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ________________

Telephone: ___________________________ Email: ____________________________________

A-6. Contact person for PUCO Staff use in investigating consumer complaints.

Name: ____________________________________ Title: ______________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________ 

Telephone: __________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 

A-7. Applicant’s address and toll-free number for customer service and complaints.

Street Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _______________ Zip: _________________ 
Toll-free 
Telephone: __________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 

A-8. Applicant’s federal employer identification number.

FEIN: __________________________

A-9. Applicant’s form of ownership (select one).

Sole Proprietorship 
Limited Liability 

Partnership (LLP) 
Corporation Partnership

� � � �

Limited Liability Company 
(LLC) 

 Other:   ___________________________________ 

�
A-10. Identify current or proposed service areas.

Identify each service area in which the applicant is currently providing service or intends to provide
service and identify each customer class that the applicant is currently serving or intends to serve.

Service area selection: 

Columbia Gas of Ohio 
Dominion Energy 

Ohio 
Duke Energy Ohio 

Vectren Energy Delivery 
of Ohio 

� � � �
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✔

✔ ✔ ✔ ✔
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Class of customer selection: 
Industrial Residential Small Commercial Large Commercial 

� � � �
A-11. Start Date.

Indicate the approximate start date the applicant began/will begin offering services.
 

Date: ________________________

A-12. Principal officers, directors and partners.

Please provide an attachment for all contacts that should be listed as an officer, director or partner.

A-13. Company history.

Provide an attachment with a concise description of the applicant’s company history and principal
business interests.

A-14. Secretary of State.

Provide evidence that the applicant is currently registered with the Ohio Secretary of State.

A-15. Proof of Ohio office and employee.

Provide “Proof of an Ohio Office and Employee” in accordance with Section 4929.22 of the Ohio Revised
Code. List the designated Ohio employee’s name, Ohio office address, telephone number and web site
address.

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

Telephone: 

B. Managerial Capability

Provide a response or attachment for each of the sections below.

B-1. Jurisdiction of operations.

List all jurisdictions in which the applicant or any affiliated interest of the applicant is certified, licensed,
registered or otherwise authorized to provide retail natural gas service or retail/wholesale electric
service as of the date of filing the application.

B-2. Experience and plans.

✔✔

�����������

___Columbus______ __________________ State: _____OH__________ Zip: _____43219___________ 

____866______-403-2620_________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

National Registered Agents, Inc. Title: 

4400 Easton Commons Way Suite 125

Agent
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Describe the applicant’s experience in providing the service(s) for which it is applying (e.g., number and 
type of customers served, utility service areas, amount of load, etc.). Include the plan for contracting 
with customers, providing contracted services, providing billing statements and responding to customer 
inquiries and complaints in accordance with Commission rules adopted pursuant to 
Sections 4928.10 and/or 4929.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

B-3. Disclosure of liabilities and investigations.

For the applicant, affiliate, predecessor of the applicant, or any principal officer of the applicant, describe
all existing, pending or past rulings, judgments, findings, contingent liabilities, revocation of authority,
regulatory investigations, judicial actions, or other formal or informal notices of violations, or any other
matter related to competitive services in Ohio or equivalent services in another jurisdiction.

B-4. Disclosure of consumer protection violations.

Has the applicant, affiliate, predecessor of the applicant, or any principal officer of the applicant been
convicted or held liable for fraud or for violation of any consumer protection or antitrust laws within the
past five years? If yes, attach a document detailing the information.

Yes No 

� �
B-5. Disclosure of certification denial, curtailment, suspension, or revocation.

Has the applicant, affiliate, or a predecessor of the applicant had any certification, license, or application
to provide retail natural gas or retail/wholesale electric service denied, curtailed, suspended, revoked, or
cancelled or been terminated or suspended from any of Ohio’s Natural Gas or Electric Utility’s Choice
programs within the past two years? If yes, attach a document detailing the information.

Yes No 

� �

C. Financial Capability

Provide a response or attachment for each of the sections below.

C-1. Financial reporting.

Provide a current link to the most recent Form 10-K filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC) or attach a copy of the form. If the applicant does not have a Form 10-K, submit the parent
company’s Form 10-K. If neither the applicant nor its parent is required to file Form 10-K, state that the
applicant is not required to make such filings with the SEC and provide an explanation as to why it is not
required.

C-2. Financial statements
Provide copies of the applicant’s two most recent years of audited financial statements, including a
balance sheet, income statement, and cash flow statement. If audited financial statements are not
available, provide officer certified financial statements. If the applicant has not been in business long
enough to satisfy this requirement, provide audited or officer certified financial statements covering the
life of the business. If the applicant does not have a balance sheet, income statement, and cash flow

✔

✔
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statement, the applicant may provide a copy of its two most recent years of tax returns with social 
security numbers and bank account numbers redacted. 

If the applicant is unable to meet the requirement for two years of financial statements, the Staff 
reviewer may request additional financial information. 

C-3. Forecasted financial statements.

Provide two years of forecasted income statements based solely on the applicant’s anticipated business
activities in the state of Ohio.

Include the following information with the forecast: a list of assumptions used to generate the forecast; a
statement indicating that the forecast is based solely on Ohio business activities only; and the name,
address, email address, and telephone number of the preparer of the forecast.

The forecast may be in one of two acceptable formats: 1) an annual format that includes the current year
and the two years succeeding the current year; or 2) a monthly format showing 24 consecutive months
following the month of filing this application broken down into two 12-month periods with totals for
revenues, expenses, and projected net incomes for both periods. Please show revenues, expenses, and
net income (revenues minus total expenses) that is expected to be earned and incurred in business
activities only in the state of Ohio for those periods.

If the applicant is filing for both an electric certificate and a natural gas certificate, please provide a
separate and distinct forecast for revenues and expenses representing Ohio electric business activities in
the application for the electric certificate and another forecast representing Ohio natural gas business
activities in the application for the natural gas certificate.

C-4. Credit rating.

Provide a credit opinion disclosing the applicant’s credit rating as reported by at least one of the
following ratings agencies: Moody’s Investors Service, Standard & Poor’s Financial Services, Fitch Ratings
or the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. If the applicant does not have its own credit
ratings, substitute the credit ratings of a parent or an affiliate organization and submit a statement
signed by a principal officer of the applicant’s parent or affiliate organization that guarantees the
obligations of the applicant. If an applicant or its parent does not have such a credit rating, enter “Not
Rated”.

C-5. Credit report.

Provide a copy of the applicant’s credit report from Experian, Equifax, TransUnion, Dun and Bradstreet or
a similar credit reporting organization. If the applicant is a newly formed entity with no credit report,
then provide a personal credit report for the principal owner of the entity seeking certification. At a
minimum, the credit report must show summary information and an overall credit score. Bank/credit
account numbers and highly sensitive identification information must be redacted. If the applicant
provides an acceptable credit rating(s) in response to C-4, then the applicant may select “This does not
apply” and provide a response in the box below stating that a credit rating(s) was provided in response to
C-4.

C-6. Bankruptcy information.
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Within the previous 24 months, have any of the following filed for reorganization, protection from 
creditors or any other form of bankruptcy?  If yes, attach a document detailing the information. 
Applicant 
Parent company of the applicant 
Affiliate company that guarantees the financial obligations of the applicant 
Any owner or officer of the applicant 

Yes No 

� �
C-7. Merger information.

Is the applicant currently involved in any dissolution, merger or acquisition activity, or otherwise
participated in such activities within the previous 24 months?  If yes, attach a document detailing the
information.

Yes No 

� �
C-8. Corporate structure.

Provide a graphical depiction of the applicant’s corporate structure. Do not provide an internal
organizational chart. The graphical depiction should include all parent holding companies, subsidiaries
and affiliates as well as a list of all affiliate and subsidiary companies that supply retail or wholesale
electricity or natural gas to customers in North America. If the applicant is a stand-alone entity, then no
graphical depiction is required, and the applicant may respond by stating that it is a stand-alone entity
with no affiliate or subsidiary companies.

C-9. Financial arrangements.
This section is only applicable if power marketer or retail electric generation provider has been selected
in A-1.

Provide copies of the applicant's financial arrangements to satisfy collateral requirements to conduct
retail electric/natural gas business activities (e.g., parental guarantees, letters of credit, contractual
arrangements, etc., as described below).

Renewal applicants may provide a current statement from an Ohio local distribution utility (LDU) that
shows that the applicant meets the LDU’s collateral requirements. The statement or letter must be on
the utility’s letterhead and dated within a 30-day period of the date the applicant files its renewal
application.

First-time applicants or applicants whose certificate has expired must meet the requirements of C-9 in
one of the following ways:

1. The applicant itself states that it is investment grade rated by Moody’s Investors Service,
Standard & Poor’s Financial Services, or Fitch Ratings and provides evidence of rating from the
rating agencies. If you provided a credit rating in C-4, reference the credit rating in the
statement.

✔

✔
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2. The applicant’s parent company is investment grade rated (by Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s, or
Fitch) and guarantees the financial obligations of the applicant to the LDU(s).Provide a copy of
the most recent credit opinion from Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s or Fitch.

3. The applicant’s parent company is not investment grade rated by Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s or
Fitch but has substantial financial wherewithal in the opinion of the Staff reviewer to guarantee
the financial obligations of the applicant to the LDU(s). The parent company’s financials and a
copy of the parental guarantee must be included in the application if the applicant is relying on
this option.

4. The applicant can provide evidence of posting a letter of credit with the LDU(s) listed as the
beneficiary, in an amount sufficient to satisfy the collateral requirements of the LDU(s).

D. Technical Capability

Provide an attachment for each of the sections below. 

D-1. Operations.

Retail natural gas brokers/aggregators: Include details of the applicant’s business operations and plans
for arranging and/or aggregating for the supply of natural gas to retail customers.

Gas Marketers: Describe the operational nature of the applicant’s business, specifying whether
operations will include the contracting of natural gas purchases for retail sales, the nomination and
scheduling of retail natural gas for delivery, and/or the provision of retail ancillary services, as well as
other services used to supply natural gas to the natural gas company city gate for retail customers.

D-2. Operations expertise and key technical personnel.

Provide evidence of the applicant’s experience and technical expertise in performing the operations
described in this application. Include the names, titles, e-mail addresses, telephone numbers and
background of key personnel involved in the operational aspects of the applicant’s business.

As authorized representative for the above company/organization, I certify that all 
the information contained in this application is true, accurate and complete. I also 
understand that failure to report completely and accurately may result in penalties 
or other legal actions.  

__________________________________________       _________________________ 
Signature       Date 

______________________________ 
Title 

03 / 30 / 2021

President
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APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit A-12 “Principle officers, directors and partners” 



Principal Officers, Directors, Partners 

Patrick Maloney 
Founder, Chief Executive Officer 
3402 Pico Blvd, Suite 300 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Email: pmaloney@inspirecleanenergy.com 
Phone: 866-403-2620 

Ben Van de Bunt 
Chairman 
3402 Pico Blvd, Suite 300 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Email: regulatory@inspirecleanenergy.com 
Phone: 866-403-2620 

Brad Bentley 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
3402 Pico Blvd, Suite 300 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Email: bbentley@inspirecleanenergy.com 
Phone: 866-403-2620 

Blake Lasuzzo 
Chief Commercial Officer 
3402 Pico Blvd, Suite 300 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Email: blasuzzo@inspirecleanenergy.com 
Phone: 866-403-2620 

Stephen Koren 
Chief Financial Officer 
3402 Pico Blvd, Suite 300 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Email: skoren@inspirecleanenergy.com 
Phone: 866-403-2620 

Michael Durst 
Chief Technology Officer 
30 S. 15th St, Suite 1400 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Email: mdurst@inspirecleanenergy.com 
Phone: 866-403-2620 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit A-13 “Company history” 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC, together with its affiliates and parents, (“Inspire”) is a mission-
driven clean energy technology company that provides clean energy services, connected devices, 
and energy management technologies to residential and small business consumers. Inspire 
Energy Holdings, LLC has been operating as a retail electricity supplier since 2014 and offers 
customers personalized flat monthly subscription and fixed price per kWh plans where the 
electricity supplied is sourced from renewable sources or otherwise paired with Renewable 
Energy Certificates from generation facilities located across the U.S. 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC is licensed and approved by the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission (“PA PUC”), the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO”), the Maryland 
Public Service Commission (“MD PSC”), the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“NJ BPU”), 
the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (“MA DPU”), the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (“ICC”), the New York Public Service Commission (“NY PSC”), the District of 
Columbia Public Service Commission (“DC PSC”), the Delaware Public Service Commission 
(“DE PSC”), and the Public Utility Commission of Texas (“PUCT”), and certain utility 
companies, and has plans to expand to other deregulated states. 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit A-14 “Secretary of State” 

Attached. 



I, Frank LaRose, do hereby certify that I am the duly elected, qualified and
present acting Secretary of State for the State of Ohio, and as such have custody
of the records of Ohio and Foreign business entities; that said records show
INSPIRE ENERGY HOLDINGS, LLC, a Delaware For Profit Limited Liability
Company, Registration Number 2336267, filed on October 17, 2014, is currently
in FULL FORCE AND EFFECT upon the records of this office.

Witness my hand and the seal of the
Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio
this 12th day of March, A.D. 2021.

Ohio Secretary of State

Validation Number: 202107103870

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF OHIO

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit B-1 “Jurisdiction of operations” 



Jurisdiction of Operations 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC is a licensed retail electricity supplier in the following states: 
Delaware, District of Columbia, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Texas. However, Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC is not currently 
serving or acquiring any customers in the state of Texas.  



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit B-2 “Experience & Plans” 

CONFIDENTIAL AND FILED UNDER SEAL 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit B-3 “Disclosure of liabilities and investigations” 



Disclosure of Liabilities and Investigations 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC and its affiliates, nor any principal officer, have been subject to 
any rulings, judgments, findings, contingent liabilities, revocation of authority, formal regulatory 
investigations, judicial action, or other formal notices of violations relates to competitive services 
in Ohio or retail energy services in other jurisdiction. 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-1 “Financial Reporting” 



Financial Reporting 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC is not publicly traded, and as such, is not required to submit 10-K 
or 8-K filings to the SEC. 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-2 “Financial Statements” 

CONFIDENTIAL AND FILED UNDER SEAL 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-3 “Forecasted Financial Statements” 

CONFIDENTIAL AND FILED UNDER SEAL 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-4 “Credit Rating” 



Credit Rating 

Not Rated. 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-5 “Credit Report” 

CONFIDENTIAL AND FILED UNDER SEAL 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-6 “Bankruptcy Information” 



Bankruptcy Information 

No applicable information to report. 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-7 “Merger Information” 



Merger Information 

No applicable information to report. 



APPLICATION FOR COMPETITIVE RETAIL NATURAL GAS SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC 

Exhibit C-8 “Corporate Structure” 



Corporate Structure 

Inspire is comprised of Inspire Energy Capital, LLC, Inspire Energy Technologies, LLC, Inspire 
Energy Holdings, LLC, Inspire Digital Services USA, LLC, Inspire Digital Services PJM, LLC, 
and Inspire Digital Services California, LLC.  

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC is wholly owned by Inspire Energy Technologies, LLC. 

Inspire Energy Technologies, LLC is wholly owned by Inspire Energy Capital, LLC.  

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC is the only entity licensed to supply retail electricity to customers 
in North America. Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC currently operates in nine (9) states as a 
licensed electricity supplier: Delaware, District of Columbia, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.  
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Exhibit D-1 "Operations" and Exhibit D-2 "Operations Expertise and Key Technical 
Personnel" 

Operations 

Inspire Energy Holdings, LLC (“Inspire”) management is successfully managing competitive 
retail electricity operations in nine states, including Ohio. Inspire management is ensuring that it 
has sufficient resources to secure and schedule electric supply and is maintaining an ethical and 
highly compliant marketing program, industry leading customer service, and robust fiscal and 
risk management.  

Inspire management has significant experience in wholesale electricity markets. As such, 
management is utilizing its expertise to fulfill its wholesale procurement and risk management 
needs, while ensuring compliance with all policies, rules, guidelines, and procedures established 
by PJM or other independent organizations. Additionally, management monitors the activities of 
the various PJM Committees, Subcommittees, Working Groups, and Task Forces to ensure that it 
is current on PJM Protocols, guidelines, policies, and procedures.  

Inspire has an agreement with Energy Services Group, Inc. (“ESG”), the retail energy industry’s 
leading provider of retail energy back-office solutions, to provide Inspire’s transaction 
management (EDI), billing and CIS, and wholesale energy capabilities. Inspire is working with 
ESG to provide these capabilities within the State and has been able to ensure the reliability of 
retail electric service to its customers, in accordance with its customer contracts, commission 
rules, and other applicable laws.  

Key Technical Personnel 

Patrick Maloney 
Chief Executive Officer 
pmaloney@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Patrick Maloney is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Inspire, where he is responsible 
for the company’s strategic direction and leads the execution of its mission to transform the way 
consumers access clean energy and accelerate a net zero carbon future. A lifelong entrepreneur 
in the energy and technology spaces, Patrick is dedicated to building world-positive businesses 
that align profitability with purpose. He founded Inspire with the vision to answer the call of 
millions of consumers demanding action on climate change by empowering them with the tools 
to make a sustainable impact. Patrick is a nationally recognized leader in the clean energy 
technology sector, having received numerous awards and recognition from the likes of Forbes, 
Fortune, FastCompany, and was selected as the 2018 Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award Winner in the Cleantech and Renewables category for his outstanding vision and 
achievement. 

Patrick Maloney is a veteran in the retail energy sector. Prior to launching Inspire, Mr. Maloney 
served as the founding team member, CIO and Head of Strategic Market Development, Business 



Launch Management, Marketing Operations, Technology, and Regulatory Affairs for 
Independence Energy Group LLC. In this capacity, he was responsible for the development, 
launch, and management of a startup retail energy provider that became licensed and operational 
in 6 states and 17 utility footprints, and acquired over 50,000 customers in less than 9 months of 
operations. Prior to this role, Mr. Maloney served as the founding team member, Director of 
Strategic Market Development, Director of Operations, and Director of Technology for Energy 
Plus Holdings LLC, a startup retail energy provider that grew to over 190,000 customers and 200 
employees in less than 5 years.  

Brad Bentley 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
bbentley@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Brad Bentley is the President and Chief Operating Officer at Inspire. In this role, Brad leads 
marketing, sales, business development and finance to ensure the delivery of the company's 
strategic roadmap as the company scales its comprehensive clean energy and connected home 
subscription products nationwide. Passionate about finding ways to make a positive impact in the 
world, he brings a relentless focus on both consumers and technology. He is dedicated to 
amplifying Inspire’s momentum by creating a world where every home has access to clean 
energy solutions. Brad is also involved with a number of socially-driven organizations, holding a 
leadership role at the Global Impact Council of the World Food Programme and the Executive 
Business Committee at Duke Cancer Institute. 

Mr. Bentley has over 20 years of experience in leading the successful launch and growth of 
digital and subscription products in direct to consumer industries. During his tenure at 
DIRECTV, Bentley served as Senior Vice President across several core business functions, 
including Revenue Strategy & Planning, Sales & Marketing, and Business Analytics. Bentley 
was instrumental in the launch and growth of the streaming service, DIRECTV NOW. Upon 
AT&T’s acquisition of DIRECTV, Bentley was appointed Executive Vice President, Chief 
Marketing Officer and led the integration of DIRECTV into AT&T.  Most recently, Bentley 
served as the General Manager and Executive Vice President at Warner Media, where he was 
responsible for the development and delivery of the direct-to-consumer product, HBO Max, and 
its coordination across HBO, Turner, and Warner Brothers. 

Blake Lasuzzo 
Chief Commercial Officer 
blasuzzo@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Blake Lasuzzo is the Chief Commercial Officer at Inspire. As CCO, Mr. Lasuzzo drives the 
strategic vision and execution of Inspire's proprietary artificial intelligence platform and 
operating system, which powers everything from core business operations and clean energy 
procurement, to the company’s signature personalized subscription plans and smart home 
automation services. In addition, Mr. Lasuzzo is focused on unlocking new strategic initiatives to 



enable Inspire's business model, including the expansion of existing and launching of new 
products and services to broaden Inspires' reach.  

Mr. Lasuzzo is a veteran in the retail energy sector with significant expertise in commercial 
operations, load forecasting, pricing and structuring, the procurement of electricity, natural gas, 
and renewable commodities, and enterprise risk management. Prior to joining Inspire, Mr. 
Lasuzzo was a Senior Vice President at Just Energy. His responsibilities included load 
forecasting, pricing and structuring, and trading for the natural gas, 
electricity and environmental commodities portfolio in North America and the UK. At Just 
Energy, Mr. Lasuzzo also lead commercial application of emerging technologies. Prior to that, 
Mr. Lasuzzo was Vice President of Trading and Commercial Operations for Commerce Energy. 

Mike Durst 
Chief Technology Officer 
mdurst@inspirecleanenergy.com  
866-403-2620 

Mike Durst is the Chief Technology Officer of Inspire, owning the company’s end to end 
engineering operations, product, product design, data security and privacy, and infrastructure. 
Mr. Durst is a passionate technologist with a love for bootstrapping companies, writing scalable 
software and building great technology teams, from inception to execution and optimization. As 
CTO, Mr. Durst manages Inspire’s technology team of engineers, data scientists, programmers, 
and product directors and designers to develop and innovate Inspire’s connected home app and 
software. His leadership over this diverse, cross-functional team aligns product, design, and 
engineering – a crucial collaboration at Inspire. Mike is dedicated to making Inspire’s technology 
best-in-class in order to drive meaningful action on climate change while providing an amazing 
consumer experience. Prior to joining Inspire, Mr. Durst was the Technology Director at NRG, 
where he developed the technology infrastructure for a clean energy startup, Independence 
Energy, later acquired by NRG. Mr. Durst also built the marketing and energy fulfillment 
software platform that supported the high growth of the business. 

Zac Lowder 
SVP and General Manager, New Markets 
zlowder@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Zac Lowder is the SVP and General Manager of New Markets at Inspire, where he is responsible 
for leading the cross-functional effort to expand Inspire into new markets. Prior to assuming this 
role, Mr. Lowder was the SVP of Sales and Member Experience at Inspire where he oversaw 
Inspire’s world-class member experience, sales, and sales quality teams.  

Mr. Lowder is a veteran in the energy sector with over a decade of operational and sales 
experience. Prior to joining Inspire, Mr. Lowder held senior leadership roles in sales and channel 
management at Green Mountain Energy, which was acquired by NRG in 2010.  

Jason Sweedler 



Sr. Director, Operations 
jsweedler@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Jason Sweedler is the Sr. Director of Operations at Inspire, with over a decade of experience 
managing retail energy operations. Mr. Sweedler is responsible for managing all retail operations 
at Inspire including billing platforms, utility relations, EDI processing and customer support. 
Prior to joining Inspire, Mr. Sweedler was Operations Manager for NRG Energy where he 
managed NRG Energy’s retail billing and transaction platform for over 800,000 accounts across 
4 brands, 9 states and more than 25 utility footprints. Prior to that, Mr. Sweedler spent 3 years as 
an Operations Analyst at Energy Plus, a startup retail energy provider that grew to over 190,000 
customers and 200 employees in less than 5 years.  

Dan Bell 
Chief of Staff 
dbell@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Dan Bell is the Chief of Staff at Inspire, with nearly a decade of operations, legal, and 
compliance experience in the retail energy sector. Mr. Bell’s responsibilities include supporting 
the legal, regulatory, licensing, and operational success of strategic initiatives at Inspire. Prior to 
joining Inspire, Mr. Bell held various operations leadership roles at Energy Plus Company, a 
retail energy startup that was acquired by NRG in 2011. In this capacity, he played key roles for 
the development, launch, and day-to-day management and compliance obligations of Energy 
Plus’s electricity and retail natural gas businesses.  

Emily Vulcano 
Sr. Director, Member Experience 
evulcano@inspirecleanenergy.com 
866-403-2620 

Emily Vulcano is the Sr. Director of Member Experience at Inspire, where she is responsible for 
overseeing Inspire’s end-to-end world class member experience, which includes member 
support, sales and member experience agent training, and quality assurance. Ms. Vulcano has 
over a decade of experience in customer experience leadership. Prior to Inspire she held a 
leadership role at Warby Parker, a high growth e-commerce startup, where she gained expertise 
in building and scaling a high performing customer experience team in a high growth 
environment and efficiently operating across different areas including customer support, supply 
chain, retail, product, and quality. 
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