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March 25, 2021 
 

Ms. Tanowa Troupe, Secretary 
Ohio Power Siting Board  
Docketing Division 
180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio  43215-3797 
 

Re: 
 
 
 
 
 

Case No. 20-1605-EL-BGN 
In the Matter of the Application of Birch Solar 1, LLC for a Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered 
Electric Generation Facility in Allen and Auglaize Counties, Ohio. 
 
Supplement to Application – USFWS Coordination and History/Architecture 
Reconnaissance Survey Report 

Dear Ms. Troupe: 

 On February 12, 2021, Birch Solar 1, LLC (“Applicant”), filed an application with the Ohio 
Power Siting Board (“Board”) for a certificate of environmental compatibility and public need to 
construct a solar-powered electric generation facility in Allen and Auglaize Counties, Ohio 
(“Application”).  

The purpose of this Supplement to the Application is to provide: the coordination letter 
received from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”). The completed 
History/Architecture Reconnaissance Survey Report (“Report”).  These supplements to the 
Application are explained below. 

1. USFWS Coordination Letter: The Applicant is committed to ensure that there 
will be no adverse impact to wildlife resulting from the Project.  Application 
Exhibit R provided correspondence between the Application and the USFWS 
regarding the Project.  Subsequent to that coordination, based upon additional input, 
including input from the community, the Applicant modified the Project boundary 
and the site layout.  Therefore, as part of the Applicant’s continued coordination 
with USFWS, the Applicant submitted the modified site layout to USFWS and 
Attachment 1 to this Supplement to the Application includes the correspondence 
from the Applicant to USFWS dated January 13, 2021, as well as the response from 
USFWS to the Applicant dated March 1, 2021.  As found in Attachment 1, in its 
concurrence response regarding the modified site layout, USFWS concludes that 
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  “[d]ue to the project, type, size, and location, [USFWS] does not anticipate adverse 
effect to federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species or proposed or 
designated critical habitat.” 

2. History/Architecture Reconnaissance Survey Report:  As stated in the 
Application, the Applicant’s consultant, Kramb Consulting, LLC, was in the 
process of finalizing the architectural history report at the time the Application was 
submitted and, upon completion, the Applicant committed to provide the report to 
the State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”) for review.  Attached please find 
that finalized Report as Attachment 2.  The Report has been provided to SHPO. 

We are available, at your convenience, to answer any questions you may have.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Christine M.T. Pirik____ 
Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
(Counsel of Record) 
Terrence O’Donnell (0074213) 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
150 East Gay Street, Suite 2400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Phone: (614) 591-5461 
Email: cpirik@dickinsonwright.com  

todonnell@dickinsonwright.com 
  

      Attorneys for Birch Solar 1, LLC 
 
 
 
 
Cc: James O’Dell 

Theresa White 
Randall Schumacher 
Jonathan Pawley 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

The Ohio Power Siting Board’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the filing 
of this document on the parties referenced in the service list of the docket card who have 
electronically subscribed to these cases.  In addition, the undersigned certifies that a copy of the 
foregoing document is also being served upon the persons below this 25th day of March, 2021.  

 
     /s/ Christine M.T. Pirik    

      Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
 
Counsel: 
 
jodi.bair@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
kyle.kern@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
 
 
 
Administrative Law Judge: 
 
michael.williams@puco.ohio.gov 
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 3001 Washington Blvd, Suite 500, Arlington, VA 22201 

January 13, 2021 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ohio Ecological Services Office 
4625 Morse Rd Suite 104 
Columbus, OH, 43230 
Ohio@fws.gov 
 
Re:  Birch Solar Project Threatened and Endangered Species Review Request; TAILS# 

03E15000-2020-TA-2452 

To Whom it May Concern, 

As provided in previous correspondence, Lightsource BP is proposing to develop a 300-megawatt (MW) 
alternating current (AC) utility-scale photovoltaic solar energy project in Allen County and Auglaize 
County, Ohio.  The Project is located approximately three miles southwest of the city of Lima, Ohio.  Your 
response to our initial threatened and endangered species review request dated September 15, 2020 
(TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-2452) identified the potential need to clear forested habitat within the Project 
area that could be utilized by Indiana and northern long-eared bats and recommended summer surveys 
be completed to determine presence or probable absence of the species within the Project area.   
 
Since our initial threatened and endangered species review request, the Project boundary has been 
modified and a site layout developed that will encompass approximately 1,410 acres of land.  The site 
design was developed incorporating avoidance of a number of environmental features identified during 
field surveys for the Project, such as wetlands, streams, and forested areas that constitute high quality 
fish and wildlife habitat.  Based on the currently proposed site design depicted in Figure 1, impacts to all 
forested habitat identified through our field habitat assessment survey has been avoided, thereby 
eliminating the need to clear trees for construction of the Project.  We believe that siting Project 
infrastructure to avoid this habitat will result in no adverse effects to Indiana or northern long-eared bats 
from the Project. 
 
Lightsource BP is committed to ensuring that the Project is developed in a manner that avoids impacts to 
threatened and endangered species and looks forward to continuing to coordinate with your office on this 
Project.   
 
If you have any questions or need additional information regarding this request, please contact me at 
312.636.6848.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
Courtney Dohoney, PMP 
Senior Associate, Project Manager 
 
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 
3001 Washington Boulevard, Suite 500 
Arlington, VA 22201 
 
Enclosures (1) 

y





From: Ohio, FW3
To: Dohoney, Courtney
Cc: nathan.reardon@dnr.state.oh.us; Parsons, Kate
Subject: Birch Solar Project, located on 2,570 acres of land in Allen and Auglaize Counties
Date: Monday, March 1, 2021 3:22:43 PM
Attachments: pastedImagebase640.png

pastedImagebase641.png

TAILS# 03E15000-2020-TA-2452

Dear Ms. Dohoney,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your recent correspondence requesting
information about the subject proposal.  We offer the following comments and
recommendations to assist you in minimizing and avoiding adverse effects to threatened and
endangered species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq),
as amended (ESA).  
 
Federally Threatened and Endangered Species: Due to the project, type, size, and location,
we do not anticipate adverse effects to federally endangered, threatened, or proposed species
or proposed or designated critical habitat.  If there are any project modifications during the
term of this action, or additional information for listed or proposed species or their critical
habitat becomes available, or if new information reveals effects of the action that were not
previously considered, then please contact us for additional project review.      
  
If you have questions, or if we can be of further assistance in this matter, please contact our
office at (614) 416-8993 or ohio@fws.gov.    

Sincerely, 

 
Patrice Ashfield 
Field Office Supervisor 
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Stantec Consulting Services, Inc
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March 17, 2021
File: 2028113238

Attention:  Ms. Kristen Koehlinger  
800 E. 17th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43211

Reference: History/Architecture Reconnaissance Survey for the Birch Solar Project - 2020-ALL-
49242

Dear Ms. Koehlinger, 

On behalf of Birch Solar 1, LLC (Birch Solar), we have worked with Kramb Consulting, LLC and Weller & 
Associates, Inc. to prepare the attached History/Architecture Reconnaissance Survey for the Birch Solar 
Project, located in Allen and Auglaize Counties (Project). This report is the culmination of our consultation 
efforts with your office to determine the survey effort and identification of the area of potential effect, which 
was agreed to in a coordination letter received on February 2, 2021.

The Project will have a generating capacity of 300 megawatts alternating current and the Project Area 
encompasses approximately 2,345 acres of private land (see Figure 1). Based on the current Project 
design, the Facility, which is composed of all components and infrastructure necessary for solar energy 
generation, will occupy approximately 1,410 acres of the Project Area.  

As committed to in Birch Solar’s Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need application 
submitted to the Ohio Power Siting Board on February 12, 2021, many attempts have been made to limit 
visibility of the Project and integrate it into the existing landscape. This has been achieved by implementing 
a 300-foot setback from Breese Road and areas of Wapakoneta Road, setting back from homes at a 
minimum 300 feet, and also limiting the boundary to the area east of Bowsher Road, south of Breese Road
and north of National Road. The road setbacks allow for agricultural production along the roadways creating 
an additional visual buffer from the Project. Additionally, Birch Solar incorporated community and landowner 
feedback to identify ways to better integrate the Facility into the landscape. As a result of this effort, the 
Project design includes cedar post farm fencing around the external facing areas of the Project rather than
the originally proposed chain link fencing. This farm fencing will better blend into the existing agricultural 
landscape.  

In addition to the siting and fencing incorporated into the Project, Birch Solar has committed to vegetative 
screening in strategic locations along the perimeter of the Project to partially screen the Project in views 
from the nearby residences and roadways. Birch Solar proposes to plant arborvitae trees (Thuja spp.) or a 
similar evergreen tree species to provide screening of the Project from roadways and residences. The trees 
will be 5 to 6 feet tall at the time of planting and are anticipated to grow to a full height of approximately 8 
feet. The trees will be spaced approximately 10 feet on center. A visual of what the plantings could look like, 
as modeled along W. Hume Road, is provided in the photosimulation below.
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Figure 2. Simulated view of the vegetative screening at full height and cedar post farm fencing at a 
viewpoint along W. Hume Road near the southeastern edge of the Project

Based on the architectural locations identified in the attached report as potentially eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places, Birch Solar is committed to vegetative screening, similar to the 
screening already being proposed on the Project, that would further limit views of the Project from these 
potentially eligible resources. 

We appreciate your review and feedback on the report and look forward to continuing to work with you on 
this Project.

Regards, 

Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.

Courtney Dohoney, PMP
Senior Associate, Project Manager
Phone: 703.385.8554  
Courtney.Dohoney@Stantec.com
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Attachment: Figure 1 - Project Site Design
History/Architecture Reconnaissance Survey for the Proposed Birch Solar Project in Portions of Shawnee Township, Allen County and 
Logan Township Auglaize County, Ohio
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Abstract 
 

Birch Solar 1, LLC desires to construct a solar panel farm in portions of Shawnee Township, Allen County 
and Logan Township, Auglaize County, Ohio. The overall project area equates to 2,345 acres. The 
construction area (i.e. the panels, road, and fencing) equates to 1,410 acres. The irregularly shaped 
construction areas are within agricultural parcels and skirt existing roadways, railroads, pipelines, 
residences, streams and other nature features. The proposed Birch Solar project involves mounting solar 
panels on metal racks configured in rows. The solar panels will not exceed ten feet in height. The arrays of 
solar panels will be enclosed by a fence which will not exceed seven in height. Other above ground project 
components within the fenced area may include: gravel roads to access the arrays; associated equipment 
mounted on concrete pads; and, a substation building or facility not exceeding one-story in height.  
 
In order to construct the proposed Birch Solar project, the client is preparing an application for the Ohio 
Power Siting Board in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906. Part of the Ohio Power 
Siting Board application process requires the client to identify history/architecture resources within the 
vicinity of the project. Consequently, Kramb Consulting conducted a History/Architecture reconnaissance 
survey to identify above-ground cultural resources within an area of potential effect (APE) that extends 
approximately 2-miles beyond the proposed construction areas. The APE was reduced to the northeast and 
southeast of the proposed construction areas where the 2-mile radius encroached upon the communities of 
Fort Shawnee and Cridersville; and, the APE was slightly reduced to the west where the 2-mile radius 
stretched west of the Auglaize River.  
  
In summary, Kramb completed history/architecture field investigations on January 9 and January 16, 2021 
to identify history/architecture resources listed on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) which may be impacted by the construction of the proposed Birch Solar project. During field 
investigations, Kramb identified 486 architectural locations with the APE. Of the architectural locations 
identified, Kramb recommends that the following eight are potentially eligible for the NRHP:  
 

 AUG-00272-03 (AL 55): AUG-00272-03 is recommended eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C 
as a surviving example of the Morrison Patent Wrought Iron Arch Truss Bridge type built by 
Dayton’s Columbia Bridge Works throughout the Midwest in the late 1800s. 

 ALL-00703-06 (AL 135): ALL-00703-06 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a relatively unaltered late-1800s rural church with Gothic Revival elements.  

 ALL-00721-07 (AL 164): ALL-00721-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant representation of the US military’s Quonset type building repurposed in a civilian setting. 

 ALL-00726-07 (AL 198): ALL-00726-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a rural farmstead with a Colonial Revival style residence and a Three Bay 
Barn. 

 ALL-00722-07 (AL 331): ALL-00722-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant representation of a single-family residential building with Tudor style elements. 

 ALL-00723-06 (AL 432): ALL-00723-06 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a vernacular style, Gabled Ell type farmhouse from the late 1800s. 

 ALL-00724-07 (AL 484): ALL-00724-07 is potentially eligible to the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a rural farmstead with a Craftsman style, Dormer Front Bungalow and a 
Three Bay Barn. 



 

iii 
 

 

 ALL-00725-07 (AL 485): ALL-00725-07 is recommended potentially eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion C as a unique example of a relatively unaltered residence and outbuildings with a mix of 
stylistic elements.  

 
In addition to the eight architectural locations found potentially eligible as part of this survey, the APE also 
contains the following seven architectural locations previously listed on or determined eligible for the 
NRHP: 
 

 AUG-01724-03 (AL 65) Determination of Eligibility (DOE) 12513 Ritchie Road 
 AUG-01708-02 (AL 118) Fort Amanda Toilet Building 
 AUG-01709-02 (AL 119) Fort Amanda Grill Shelter 
 AUG-01707-02 (AL 120) Fort Amanda Large Picnic Shelter 
 Fort Amanda Cemetery-OGS #777 (AL 121) 
 AUG-01710-02 (AL 122) Fort Amanda Monument; and,  
 Fort Amanda NR #70000484 (AL 123).  

 
Furthermore, field investigations identified one potential district within the APE. The initial 
reconnaissance survey indicates that the community of Hume may be a potential historic district eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion A as a significant representation of a surviving, rural, railroad community possibly 
associated with the oil boom in Allen County. The community of Hume contains 35 architectural 
locations: AL 157-158 and AL 164 through AL 193. However, the scope of this reconnaissance survey 
does not include the determination of district boundaries and the identification of all contributing and non-
contributing resources within a district. Additional research on the community of Hume, its occupants, and 
its relation to or association with the area’s oil industry is necessary in order to fully evaluate significance 
and integrity of buildings within the proposed district.     
 
Of the 486 architectural locations identified within the APE, the following four were not evaluated for NRHP 
because the buildings were not visible from the public right-of-way due to distance and existing vegetation: 
AL 103, AL 109, AL 452, and AL 470.  
 
In conclusions, it is anticipated that the following potentially eligible architectural locations may be impacted 
by views of the proposed solar arrays.  
 

 ALL-00726-07 (AL 198): ALL-00726-07 will be in full view of solar arrays proposed for installation 
directly across the street.  

 ALL-00721-07 (AL 164): There are no intervening buildings to block views of solar arrays 
proposed for installation about 2,400 feet west of ALL-00721-07. 

 Potential District, Community of Hume (AL 157-158 and AL 164 through AL 193): Regardless 
of specifically identified boundaries, any identified historic district within the limits of Hume will have 
views of proposed solar arrays in agricultural fields about 0.45-mile west of Hume, 0.13-mile north 
of Hume, and 0.52-mile east of Hume.  

 ALL-00703-06 (AL 135): Existing wooded lots at the northwest corner of this nearest proposed 
solar arrays should limit views of the arrays from ALL-00703-06. Without the existing trees, ALL-
00703-06 may have views of the solar arrays, although views will be minimized by the intervening 
3,000 feet. 

 
Birch Solar 1, LLC will work with the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office to ensure installation of 
appropriate fencing and vegetative screening that minimizes visual impacts to potentially eligible resources.  
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1.0 Introduction 
 

Birch Solar 1, LLC desires to construct a solar panel farm in portions of Shawnee Township, Allen 
County and Logan Township, Auglaize County, Ohio. The overall project area equates to 2,345 
acres. The construction area (i.e. the panels, road, and fencing) equates to 1,410 acres. The 
irregularly shaped project area is located southwest of the City of Lima in northwest Ohio 
(Appendix A: Figure 1). The northern edge of the project is bounded by W. Breese Road. The 
communities of Fort Shawnee and Cridersville are situated east of the project area. The Allen 
County and Auglaize County line bounds the southern edge of the project area. The western edge 
of the project area extends into Auglaize County, Logan Township, Sections 24 and 25 to the west 
of Kemp Road. More specifically, the proposed construction areas are located within Allen County, 
Shawnee Township, Sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 29 and 30 and Auglaize County, Logan Township, 
Sections 24 and 25. The irregularly shaped construction areas are within agricultural parcels and 
skirt existing roadways, railroads, pipelines, residences, streams and other nature features. See 
Appendix A: Figure 2.  
 
The proposed Birch Solar project involves mounting solar panels on metal racks configured in 
rows. The solar panels will not exceed ten feet in height. The arrays of solar panels will be 
enclosed by a fence which will not exceed seven feet in height. Other above ground project 
components within the fenced area may include: gravel roads to access the arrays; associated 
equipment mounted on concrete pads; and, a substation building or facility not exceeding one-story 
in height.  
 
In order to construct the proposed Birch Solar project, the client is preparing an application for the 
Ohio Power Siting Board in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code Section 4906. Part of the 
Ohio Power Siting Board application process requires the client to identify history/architecture 
resources within the vicinity of the project.  
 
2.0 Secondary Source Review 
 

2.1 Methodology 

Before conducting field investigations for this project, Kramb Consulting (Kramb) completed a 
secondary source review to identify previously documented resources within the area of potential 
effect (APE). On December 29, 2020, Kramb performed a Section 106 records search using the 
Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Geographic Information System (GIS) database. 
The records search reviewed the following resources:  
 

 National Historic Landmark (NHL) listings; 
 National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listings;  
 Determination of Eligibility (DOE) listings;  
 Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS) cemetery listings; 
 Ohio Historic Inventory (OHI) listings;  
 Ohio Historic Bridge Inventory listings; and, 
 Previously Conducted History/Architecture & Cultural Resources Management Reports. 

 
The records search was conducted for areas with the following parameters:  
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 The proposed construction areas (Appendix A: Figure 3); 
 The proposed construction areas plus a buffer with a 1-mile radius (Appendix A: Figure 4); 
 The proposed construction areas plus a buffer with a 2-mile radius (Appendix A: Figure 5); and,  
 The proposed construction areas plus a buffer with a 5-mile radius (Appendix A: Figure 6).  

The results of the records search are summarized in Section 2.2, below, based on resource type. 
Kramb also reviewed the following sources.  
 

 Allen County Auditor’s property search website: 
http://allencountyohpropertytax.com/home.aspx  

 Auglaize County Auditor’s property search website:  
https://auglaizeoh-auditor-classic.ddti.net/  

 USGS 7.5-Minute Series (Topographic) Cridersville, Ohio Quadrangle (1961, 1971, & 1983) 
 USGS 7.5-Minute Series (Topographic) Lima, Ohio Quadrangle (1961, photo-revised 1983) 
 USGS 15-Minute Series (Topographic) Lima, Ohio Quadrangle (1906, reprint 1943) 
 USGS 15-Minute Series (Topographic) Spencerville, Ohio Quadrangle (1911, reprint 1942) 
 Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880) 
 Atlas of Auglaize County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Howland 1880) 
 History of Allen County, Ohio (Warner, Beers & Company 1885) 
 Atlas of Auglaize County with Historical and Biographical Sketches (Walsh 1898) 
 History of Allen County, Ohio and Representative Citizens (Miller and Baxter 1906) 
 Atlas and History of Auglaize County with Biographical Sketches (Meyer 1917) 
 A Standard History of Allen County, Ohio (Rusler 1921) 
 History of Auglaize County, Ohio (McMurray 1923) 
 Allen County Maps (Metropolitan Bank 1946) 

 
2.2 Previously Documented Resources 

2.2.1 National Historic Landmarks 
There are no NHL locations within the proposed construction areas or within a 5-mile radius. 
 
2.2.2 National Register of Historic Places Listings 
There are no NRHP listed properties or districts within the proposed construction areas and none 
within a 1-mile radius. The following NRHP districts were identified within the larger search radii.   
 

Table 1: NRHP Listings within the Search Radii 
Name NRHP Ref # Address UTM w/in 1-mile  w/in 2-miles w/in 5-miles 
West Market 
Street Boulevard 
Historic District 

04001201 1410-1529 W. 
Market Street, 
Lima 

16, 741900E 
4513640N 

no no yes 

Breese, Griffith 
Farm 

83001942 2875 Fort 
Amanda Rd. 

16, 740039E 
4509423N 

no yes yes 

Fort Amanda Site 70000484 9 miles NW of 
Wapakoneta on 
SR 198 

16, 7303836E 
4506766N 

no yes yes 
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The NRHP listed West Market Street Boulevard Historic District contains thirty-five single-family 
residences within a densely populated area immediately west of downtown Lima. The NRHP 
district is over 4.5-miles northeast of the closest proposed solar arrays and would have no views of 
the arrays due to distance and intervening buildings.  
 
The NRHP listed Griffith Breese Farm is located over 1.5-miles northeast of the closest proposed 
solar arrays. The Griffith Breese house and barn recorded as ALL-00031-07 remain intact, but the 
approximately 60 acres of surrounding farmland have been developed as Shawnee-Breezewood 
Estates subdivision which contains thirty-nine single-family residences constructed in the early 
2000s.   
  
The NRHP listed Fort Amanda site is an Ohio History Connection site managed locally by the 
Johnny Appleseed Metropolitan Park District. The park is located on the west bank of the Auglaize 
River over 1.5-miles west of the closest proposed solar arrays. The park was once the site of Fort 
Amanda, a major supply depot for the American army during the War of 1812. An Ohio History 
Marker and a granite monument mark the site where the fort once stood. Also within the park is the 
Fort Amanda Cemetery.  
 
2.2.3 Determination of Eligibility Listings 
There are no DOE listings within the proposed construction areas and none within a 1-mile radius. 
The following DOE listings were identified within the larger search radii.   
 

Table 2: DOE Listings within the Search Radii 
Address (OHI#) Project  Name Eligibility 

Criterion 
Effect 
Determination 

w/in 1-mile  w/in 2-miles w/in 5-miles 

1120 S. Main 
Street, Lima1 

25 demolitions 
for job ready 
sites (#2007-
ALL-1899) 

Criterion A 
and C 

Adverse Effect no no yes (but, 
demolished) 

1175 W. Wayne 
St., Lima 

Community 
Development 
Block Grant 
Project 

Criterion C Adverse Effect no no yes 

12153 Ritchie 
Rd., Lima 
(AUG-01724-03) 

Sawmiller 
Farms Wind 
Turbine 
(#2010-AUG-
13562) 

Criterion C No Adverse 
Effect 

no yes yes 

1The SHPO GIS database indicates that this DOE listing is demolished.  
 
2.2.4 Ohio Genealogical Society Cemetery Listings 
There are no OGS cemetery listings within the proposed construction areas. The following OGS 
cemetery listings were identified within the larger search radii. There are twenty-two cemeteries 
within the 5-mile radius, four cemeteries within the 2-mile radius, and one cemetery within a 1-mile 
radius of the proposed construction areas.  
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Table 3: OGS Cemetery Listings within the Search Radii 
OGS 
# 

Name Location1 Township, 
County 

w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

122 Amanda Baptist Just north of SR 117. On east side of 
Conant Road. 

Amanda, 
Allen 

no no yes 

123 Christie Chapel-
Maplewood  

Just north of old section of SR 117. East 
of Conant Road. Adjoins Amanda 
Baptist Cemetery to the north. 

Amanda, 
Allen 

no no yes 

125 Mack On Auglaize County line. North side of 
Amanda Road/Deep Cut Road. 800 feet 
east of Eisley Road. 

Amanda, 
Allen 

no no yes 

129 Allentown In Allentown American, 
Allen 

no no yes 

130 Old Allentown-Old 
Christian Union-
Christian Union 
 

At Allentown. 0.1 mile north of SR 81. At 
corner of Town Street and Van Buren. 

American, 
Allen 

no no yes 

193 Fletcher Northeast corner of SR 65 and 
Breese/Roathe Road. 

Perry, Allen no no yes 

198 Saint Pauls 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church-
(Luther) 
 

Northwest corner of St John's Road (SR 
65) and Breese Road. 

Perry, Allen no no yes 

213 Gethsemane-
Gethsemani-
Catholic 
(Gerhsemane) 

Lima city limits. On SR 117. 2001 
Spencerville Road 

Shawnee, 
Allen 

no no yes 

214 Jewish-Shaare-
Zedek 
 

At edge of Lima. 0.25 mile south of SR 
117. Merlin Avenue 

Shawnee, 
Allen 

no no yes 

215 Shawnee Northwest corner of Zurmehly and 
Shawnee Roads. 

Shawnee, 
Allen 

no yes yes 

216 Saint Mathews 
Evangelical 
Lutheran 
 

0.25 mile north of Hume Road. West of 
Shawnee Road. 5050 St Mathews 
Drive. Cridersville. 

Shawnee, 
Allen 

yes yes yes 

217 Woodlawn At city limits of Lima. SR 117 and South 
Woodlawn Avenue. 1751 Spencerville 
Road. Lima. 

Shawnee, 
Allen 

no no yes 

756 Union Bethel-
Bethel 

Four miles north of Wapakoneta. On CR 
25A between Buckland-Holden Road 
(CR 190) and Hengstler Road (TR 176). 

Duchouquet, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

757 Conner-Gardner-
Kaiser 

1500 feet off Town Line Road (CR 191). 
1000 feet off Hengstler Road (TR 176). 

Duchouquet, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

758 Craft-Presar 
 

1.5 miles west and 2 miles north of 
Uniopolis. 0.75 mile from Buckland-
Holden Road (CR 190). On west side of 
Town Line Road (CR 191). 

Duchouquet, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

759 Crawford-
Romshe-
(Wheeler) 
 

Five miles north of Wapakoneta. At 
southwest intersection of SR 501 and 
Ritchie Road (TR 198). 

Duchouquet, 
Auglaize 

no yes yes 



 

5 
 

 

OGS 
# 

Name Location1 Township, 
County 

w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

766 Stuevely-Two Mile-
Wheeler-(Stevely) 

Between Wapak-Buckland Road (TR 
180) and Buckland-Holden Road (CR 
190). West side of Wapakoneta-
Cridersville Road (CR 151). 

Duchouquet, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

775 Jacob Baker 
 

Northeast of Buckland. Kossuth-
Buckland Road (SR 197). 

Logan, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

776 Buckland In northeast quadrant of Buckland. 
Close to Auglaize River. 

Logan, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

777 Fort Amanda 3.5 miles north of Buckland. At Fort 
Amanda State Park. On east side of SR 
198. 

Logan, 
Auglaize 

no yes yes 

778 German Zion 1.7 miles north-northeast of Kossuth. At 
northeast corner of intersection of CR 
81 (Eisley Road) and TR 220 (Burnfield 
Road). 

Logan, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 

780 Crow Three miles southeast of Buckland. 
Buckland-River Road (CR 117A). 

Moulton, 
Auglaize 

no no yes 
1The location is as recorded in the SHPO GIS database and has not been field verified.  
 
As indicated in Table 3, the St. Matthews Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery (OGS #216) lies within 
the APE near the intersection of Shawnee Road and W. Hume Road. According to the church’s 
website (St. Matthews Lutheran Church 2020), burials within St. Matthews Cemetery range from 
1837 to the present; and, many of the founding members of the church are buried in the cemetery. 
The cemetery contains family members of early settlers with the surnames of DeLong, Mowery, 
Shappell, Bowsher, Reichelderfer, Brandt, Lower, Moyer, Crider, Spyker, Sellers, and Meffley.  
 
The Crawford-Romshe (Wheeler) Cemetery (OGS #759) lies within the APE at the southwest 
corner of Ritchie Road and S. Wapakoneta Road (State Route 501). The inactive cemetery 
contains less than two-dozen headstones which date to the mid-to-late 1800s.   
 
Also within the APE is the Fort Amanda Cemetery (OGS #777). Located on the west bank of the 
Auglaize River within the boundaries of the NRHP-listed Fort Amanda site, the Fort Amanda 
Cemetery contains graves ranging from 1812 to the present. For more information, see Section 
3.3, below.  
 
The Shawnee Cemetery (OGS #215) is outside of the APE but is within a 2-mile radius of the 
proposed construction areas. The cemetery is located at the northwest corner of Zurmehly Road 
and Shawnee Road on the east bank of the Little Ottawa River. According to an article in the Lima 
News (Hoersten 2015), the first burial at what would become Shawnee Cemetery took place in July 
1832. The burial was that of Thomas Reed, the five year old son of the landowner Benjamin Reed. 
The land for the cemetery was sold in sections by Benjamin Reed, Isaac Bowsher, and Ezekiel 
Hover to the trustees of Shawnee Township in transactions that occurred between 1854 and 1897. 
The cemetery is presently maintained by Shawnee Township and remains an active burial ground.  
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2.2.5 Ohio Historic Inventory Listings 
There are no OHI listings within the proposed construction areas. The following OHI listings were identified within the larger search radii. The 
information in Table 4, below, is as indicated within the SHPO GIS database. In summary, there are eighty-eight OHI listings within a 5-mile radius of 
the proposed construction areas and eleven OHI listings within a 2-mile radius of the proposed construction areas. There are only two OHI listings 
within a 1-mile radius of the proposed construction areas (Appendix A: Figure 4). All OHI forms are included in Appendix B. 
 

Table 4: OHI Listings within the Search Radii 
OHI Number UTM1 

Easting 
UTM1 
Northing 

Present Name Street Address City or 
Township 

Architectural 
Style 

Age w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

ALL0000508 744521 4512169 Reliable Markets 
Building 

901-903 S Main St Lima Italianate 1901 no no yes 

ALL0000608 744525 4512401 St John 
Evangelical 
Church 

777 S Main St Lima Neo-Classical 
Revival 

1920 no no yes 

ALL0003107 740274 4509664 Griffith Breese 
House 

2775 Ft Amanda Rd Shawnee 
Township  

 1848 no yes yes 

ALL0003302 738998 4513740 Melvin & Mary 
Wilkins House 

155 Sheriff Drive Lima  1850 no no yes 

ALL0003408 742704 4513687 John Boose 
House 

1028 W Market St Lima  1892 no no yes 

ALL0014207 743970 4510870 Teledyne Ohio 
Steel 

W 4th at B&O RR PO Box F Lima International 1939 no no yes 

ALL0021008 742520 4513120 Richard E Link 
House 

408 S Cole St Lima Neo-Classical 
Revival 

1905 no no yes 

ALL0021108 742488 4512996 Helen McDonald 
House 

1522 Lakewood Ave Lima Bungalow 1917 no no yes 

ALL0021208 742461 4512938 Edward 
Bronikowski 
House 

1531 Lakewood Ave Lima Bungalow 1917 no no yes 

ALL0022108 743242 4513388 Yoshiko I Vorhes 
House 

234 S Collet St Lima Queen Anne 1895 no no yes 

ALL0022208 742999 4513417 Marjorie J 
Meade Property 

5 Jean Ct Lima Bungalow 1917 no no yes 

ALL0022508 743296 4513644 Property of 
Huntington Bank 

757 W Market St Lima Queen Anne 1895 no no yes 
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OHI Number UTM1 
Easting 

UTM1 
Northing 

Present Name Street Address City or 
Township 

Architectural 
Style 

Age w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

ALL0022708 743011 4513634 Unitarian 
Fellowship of 
Lima 

875 W Market St Lima Prairie 1911 no no yes 

ALL0023608 744522 4512368 Saint Johns 
Rectory 

781 S Main St Lima Italianate 1890 no no yes 

ALL0023708 744559 4512369 St Johns Rectory 
Heating Plant 

781 S Main St (rear) Lima Second 
Empire/Mansard 

1911 no no yes 

ALL0023908 744459 4512531 Allen House 724-726 S Main St Lima Not Determined 1890 no no yes 
ALL0024408 744526 4512036 Holleran Hotel 953 S Main St Lima Vernacular 1890 no no yes 
ALL0024808 744459 4512547 South Side Pawn 

Brokers 
716-720 S Main St Lima Italianate 1890 no no yes 

ALL0024908 744462 4512447 Hutchinson & 
Burke House 

756 S Main St Lima  1890 no no yes 

ALL0025008 744462 4512435  758 S Main St Lima Vernacular 1890 no no yes 
ALL0025108 744474 4512129 Fallenda House 918-920 S Main St Lima Queen Anne 1890 no no yes 
ALL0025208 744476 4512057  940 S Main St Lima Queen Anne 1890 no no yes 
ALL0025508 744019 4512575  700 S Broadway St Lima Queen Anne 1890 no no yes 
ALL0029702 736137 4514719 Don Duffman 

House 
1000 N Wapak Rd American 

Township 
Vernacular 1890 no no yes 

ALL0045707 740516 4511773 Shawnee School 1130 Shawnee Rd Amanda 
Township 

Mission 1915 no no yes 

ALL0049502 736740 4515116 Allentown UM 
Church 

4900 Poling Rd (at SR 81) American 
Township 

Vernacular 1909 no no yes 

ALL0049908 742511 4513249 Robenalt House 324 S Cole St Lima Tudor/English 
Revival 

1925 no no yes 

ALL0050006 731936 4510154 Neuman House 7930 Spencerville Rd Amanda 
Township 

Vernacular 1875 no no yes 

ALL0050107 739684 4509694 Breese House 2880 Fort Amanda Rd Amanda 
Township 

Vernacular 1850 no yes yes 

ALL0050208 742514 4513297 AD MacDonell Jr 
House 

312 S Cole St Lima Colonial Revival 1895 no no yes 

ALL0056708 743232 4512349 ONG Armory 
Motor Vehicle 
Storage 

855 S Collet St Lima Vernacular 1950 no no yes 
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OHI Number UTM1 
Easting 

UTM1 
Northing 

Present Name Street Address City or 
Township 

Architectural 
Style 

Age w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

ALL0057708 743915 4512960 Emma Jean 
Arthur House 

528 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0057808 743930 4512960 Richard L Davis 
House 

524 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0057908 743944 4512960 Mitchel E & 
Dawn A Stratton 
House 

520 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0058008 743959 4512961 Clarence & 
Roxie Tolliver 
House 

516 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0058108 743974 4512961 Roy E Jones 
House 

512 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0058208 743988 4512962 Roy E Jones 
House 

504 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0058308 744005 4512962 Susan Elaine 
Stratton House 

500 S Shore Drive Lima Vernacular 1911 no no yes 

ALL0059007 740572 4511799 Vintage 
Boutique; Shutt 
Property 

North of 1151 Shawnee Rd Shawnee 
Township 

Craftsman 1905-
1906 

no no yes 

ALL0059107 740580 4511765 Everhardt 
Property 

1151 Shawnee Rd Shawnee 
Township 

Craftsman ca. 
1906-
1920 

no no yes 

ALL0059207 740595 4511560 House, 1275 
Shawnee Rd 

1275 Shawnee Rd Shawnee 
Township 

Colonial Revival ca. 
1906-
1940 

no no yes 

ALL0062306 730962 4508848 Mohr Property 8585 Bice Rd. Amanda 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

ca. 
1845 

no no yes 

ALL0063802 739161 4515080 Musser House 3400 Allentown Rd (SR 81) American 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1920 no no yes 

ALL0063902 739381 4514417 Bacon & 
Associates 
Offices 

750 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

Italianate c.1875 no no yes 

ALL0064002 739429 4514049 Gerdman Duplex 500-502 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

 c.1929 no no yes 
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OHI Number UTM1 
Easting 

UTM1 
Northing 

Present Name Street Address City or 
Township 

Architectural 
Style 

Age w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

ALL0064102 739421 4514011 Gerdeman 
House 

480 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

Tudor/English 
Revival 

1929 no no yes 

ALL0064202 739348 4513902 Thornock 
Farmstead 

375 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1875 no no yes 

ALL0064302 739413 4513746 Hoover-Craig 
House 

260 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1930 no no yes 

ALL0064402 739411 4513712 Stemen House 240 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1930 no no yes 

ALL0064502 739411 4513690 Curtis House 230 N Eastown Rd American 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1930 no no yes 

ALL0064602 739411 4513639 Lepo House 2790 Koop Rd American 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1900 no no yes 

ALL0064707 739534 4512199 Mohr House 3261 Spring View Rd Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1920 no no yes 

ALL0064807 739449 4511960 Spencerville & 
Elgin Railroad 

Between & parallel to Spring 
View & Spencerville Rd's 

Shawnee 
Township 

 c.1890 no no yes 

ALL0064907 739236 4511591 Williams House 3461 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1948 no no yes 

ALL0065007 739266 4511573 Miller-Andrews 
House 

3451 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1945 no no yes 

ALL0065107 739328 4511586 McCaslin-Shirley 
House 

3391 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1940 no no yes 

ALL0065207 739435 4511598 Everett House 3233 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1930 no no yes 

ALL0065307 739585 4511662 Dicke House 3100 Spencerville Rd Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1925 no no yes 

ALL0065407 739511 4511651 Davis House 3200 Spencerville Rd Shawnee 
Township 

 c.1925 no no yes 

ALL0065507 739488 4511651 Cleaves House 3210 Spencerville Rd Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1935 no no yes 

ALL0065707 739469 4511651 Cleaves House 3220 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

1928 no no yes 

ALL0065807 739446 4511651 McClurg House 3230 Spencerville Rd (SR117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1935 no no yes 
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OHI Number UTM1 
Easting 

UTM1 
Northing 

Present Name Street Address City or 
Township 

Architectural 
Style 

Age w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

ALL0065907 739424 4511651 Burden House 3260 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1925 no no yes 

ALL0066007 739402 4511652 Bowersock 
House 

3300 Spencerville Rd (SR 117) Shawnee 
Township 

 c.1925 no no yes 

ALL0066107 739275 4511651 Miller House 3450 Spencerville Rd Shawnee 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

c.1929 no no yes 

ALL0066606 732071 4512163 John Blymyer 
Barn 

7850 Agerter Rd Amanda 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

ca. 
1911 

no no yes 

ALL0067306 732827 4513075 Clyde Ditto Farm 145 Grubb Rd Amanda 
Township 

No academic style 
- Vernacular 

ca. 
1880 

no no yes 

ALL0067408 743170 4512392 Lima OHARNG 
Armory 

855 S Collett St Lima Art Deco 1928 no no yes 

ALL0067508 743195 4512302 Lima OHARNG 
Armory Annex 

855 S Collett St Lima No academic style 
- Vernacular 

1950 no no yes 

ALL0070006 733647 4514641 Bethel Chapel 6770 Allentown Rd Amanda 
Township 

Italianate 1896 no no yes 

ALL0070207 736110 4511220 God's Cor 
Pilgrim Holiness 
Church 

4271 Spencerville Rd Amanda 
Township 

Italianate 1880 no no yes 

ALL0070306 733040 4507678 Antioch Chapel 7301 Ft Amanda Rd Amanda 
Township 

Italianate 1887 yes yes yes 

AUG0025103 742380 4498830 Bridge  
DUC-176-16.54 

CR 176 Wapakoneta Pratt Truss Bridge 1903 no no yes 

AUG0025203 743470 4500320 Bridge  
DUC-183-18.35 

CR 183 Wapakoneta 
vicinity 

Pratt Truss Bridge 1904 no no yes 

AUG0025303 744660 4500690 Bridge  
DUC-191-18.57 

CR 191 Uniopolis Pratt Truss Bridge 1907 no no yes 

AUG0025502 731550 4504620 Bridge  
LOG-111-21.34 

CR 111 Wapakoneta 
vicinity 

Pratt Truss Bridge 1903 no yes yes 

AUG0025602 731880 4502420 Bridge  
LOG-200-10.13 

TR 200 Wapakoneta 
vicinity 

Pratt Truss Bridge 1914 no yes yes 

AUG0025702 730610 4505280 Bridge  
LOG-218-09.56 

TR 218 Wapakoneta 
vicinity 

Parker Truss 
Bridge 

1913 no yes yes 
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OHI Number UTM1 
Easting 

UTM1 
Northing 

Present Name Street Address City or 
Township 

Architectural 
Style 

Age w/in 
1-mile  

w/in 2-
miles 

w/in 5-
miles 

AUG0025907 732590 4497200 Bridge  
MOU-168-10.43 

CR 168 Wapakoneta 
vicinity 

Pratt Truss Bridge 1904 no no yes 

AUG0027203 736470 4503180 Bridge, Off SR 
501 

Off SR 501 Wapakoneta 
vicinity 

Bowstring Truss 
Bridge 

1874 yes yes yes 

AUG0027904 746135 4501486 Wilbur Black 
House 

Northwest corner of SR 65 & 
Buckland-Holden Rd 

Union 
Township 

Vernacular 1892 no no yes 

AUG0032602 732651 4500842 Auglaize Co 
Octagonal 
House 

Buckland-Holden Rd Buckland Other 1920 no no yes 

AUG0035202 726655 4505625 Logan Two 
School #3 

Southwest corner of Amanda-
Kossuth & Eisley Rd 

Kossuth Vernacular 1885 no no yes 

AUG0052202 731704 4500497 Buckland 
Blacksmith Shop 

Southwest corner of Auglaize & 
Main St 

Logan 
Township 

Vernacular 1870 no no yes 

AUG0170702 730732 4506931 Fort Amanda 
Large Picnic 
Shelter 

Junction of Fort Amanda Rd & 
SR 198 

Logan 
Township 

Rustic/Adirondack 1934 no yes yes 

AUG0170802 730696 4506949 Fort Amanda 
Toilet Building 

Junction of Fort Amanda Rd & 
SR 198 

Logan 
Township 

Rustic/Adirondack 1935 no yes yes 

AUG0170902 730737 4506967 Fort Amanda 
Grill Shelter 

Junction of Fort Amanda Rd & 
SR 198 

Logan 
Township 

Rustic/Adirondack 1934 no yes yes 

AUG0171002 730905 4506673 Fort Amanda 
Monument 

Junction of Fort Amanda Rd & 
SR 198 

Logan 
Township 

Not Determined 1915 no yes yes 
1 Zone 16, UTM is as provided in the SHPO GIS database and not field verified 
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2.2.6 Previously Conducted Cultural Resources Surveys 
No cultural resources surveys or history/architecture investigations have been previously conducted within 
the proposed construction areas. The following cultural resources surveys have been conducted within a 5-
mile radius of the proposed construction areas.  
 

Table 5: Cultural Resource Surveys Conducted within the Search Radii 
Report Title Primary Author Year 
Preliminary Archaeological Survey of the Proposed Improvement of Shawnee 
Road Near Lima, Ohio (All-CR152/SR117) 

Baker, Stanley W. 1978 

An Archaeological Reconnaissance of 53 Acres at the Lima Army Tank Plant, 
Lima, Allen County, Ohio 

Hemberger, Jan Marie 1986 

Phase I Archaeological Survey for Two Alternate Postal Facility Sites: Central 
Point Business Park, Lot 17, State Route 65 and Hanthorn Road, City of Lima; 
and Bible and Stewart Roads, Se 1/4 Section 17, Bath Township, Allen County, 
Ohio 

Midwest 
Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. 

1995 

Archaeological Report of the Allen County Industrial Park West Project, Shawnee 
Township, Allen County, Ohio 

Schuck, Raymond F. 1999 

Phase I History/Architecture Survey and Summary of Archaeological Field 
Review for the ALL-SR117-13.69 (PID 19314) Intersection Improvement in 
Shawnee Township, Allen County, Ohio 

Randall, Joan 2000 

Phase I Literature Review and Archaeological Survey for the Proposed 
Improvements to Eastown Road (ALL-CR-151-0.00; PID 24488) in American and 
Shawnee Townships, Allen County, Ohio 

Gibbs, Kevin 2002 

Phase I Cultural Resource Investigations for the Proposed ALL-TR121-0.74 
Project (PID 23033) in Amanda Township, Allen County, Ohio.  (Short report) 

Baker, Stanley W. 2002 

Phase I Cultural Resources Short Report for the Proposed Safety and Road 
Widening Project (ALL-81-13.45) in American Township, City of Lima, Allen 
County, Ohio. 

Davis, Kevin E. 2004 

Phase I Archaeological Survey of the Proposed 11 Acre Kroger Company/Elm 
Widening Project in American Township (Section 33), Allen County, Ohio. 

Biehl, Stephen M. 2004 

A Phase I Archaeological Survey of a Proposed 52.6 ha (130 ac) Ethanol Plant in 
Perry Township, Allen County, Ohio. 

Weller, Ryan J. 2004 

A Literature Review and Preliminary Archaeological Walkover of a 28.7 Acre 
Undeveloped Tract Proposed for Lake Construction Located Southwest of Fort 
Amanda State Park, Logan Township, Auglaize County, Ohio 

Versluis, Vincent A. 2005 

Phase I Cultural Resource Management Survey of a Proposed Cell Tower (TOL - 
138 Lima West) in American Township, Allen County, Ohio 

Nye, Kevin A. 2006 

Phase I Archaeological Survey of the Proposed 640 Acre Lima Reservoir Project 
in Amanda Township (Section 35), Allen County, Ohio 

Biehl, Stephen M. 2006 

Addendum to the Phase I Archaeological Survey of the Proposed 640 Acre Lima 
Reservoir Project in Amanda Township (Section 35), Allen County, Ohio 

Biehl, Stephen M. 2007 

Phase I Archaeological Survey for the ALL-75-0.21 Interstate Improvement 
Project (PID 76691) in Bath, Perry, and Shawnee Townships, Allen County, Ohio 

Watkins, Jason 2008 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey for the Vine Street Grade Separation, City of 
Lima, Allen County, Ohio 

Mustain, Chuck 2009 

Phase I Archaeological Survey for the Elida LIMA 051 Wireless Cellular Tower in 
American Township, Allen County, Ohio (CTL# 13510068 COLA; Ensite No. 
15190) 

Gullett, Catherine 2013 

Phase I Cultural Resources Survey for the Marathon Harpster to Lima Pipeline 
Project, Allen, Hardin, and Wyandot Counties, Ohio 

Wellspring, Adam L. 2016 

Phase I Archaeological Investigations for the 19.5 ha (48.3 ac) Southwest Lima 
Station Safety Fence Project in 
Shawnee Township, Allen County, Ohio 

Weller, Ryan J. 2017 
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Report Title Primary Author Year 
Phase I Cultural Resource Management Investigations for American Electric 
Power’s 6.5 ha (16 ac) Sterling Station Rebuild Project in Shawnee and Perry 
Townships, Allen County, Ohio 

Weller, Ryan J. 2017 

Geophysical Survey at the Back of the Form Amanda Cemetery: The Possible 
War of 1812 (Burial) Area. (Logan Township, Auglaize County, Ohio) 

Burks, Jarrod 
 

2014 

Kibby Corners Neighborhood Development Plan, Lima, Ohio James H. Bassett, Inc. 1979 
 
3.0 Historic Context 
 

To assess the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility of resources identified within the area 
of potential effect (APE), it is necessary to know the events and persons that significantly contributed to the 
history of the area. The following historic context provides that essential background for evaluating NRHP 
eligibility.  
 
3.1 Project Location 

Situated southwest of the City of Lima, the proposed construction areas are located within portions of Allen 
County, Shawnee Township, Sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 29 and 30 and Auglaize County, Logan Township, 
Sections 24 and 25. The irregularly shaped construction areas are within agricultural parcels and skirt 
existing roadways, railroads, pipelines, residences, streams and other nature features. See Appendix A: 
Figure 2. The APE encompasses the proposed construction areas and land within an approximately 2-mile 
radius as shown on Appendix A: Figure 8. In addition to the township sections mentioned above, the APE 
includes portions of Auglaize County, Duchouquet Township, Sections 3-6 and 31-35, and Auglaize 
County, Logan Township, Sections 1-2, 11-12, 22, 25-27, 35 and 36. Furthermore, the APE encompasses 
Allen County, Amanda Township, Sections 11-15 and almost all of Allen County, Shawnee Township 
except the northeast corner near Lima. Included within the APE are the communities of Hume, Cridersville 
and Fort Shawnee. See Appendix A: Figure 9 which approximates the APE onto the USGS 15-Minute 
Series topographic quadrangles from 1906-1911 and thus shows the extent of the APE in both Allen and 
Auglaize counties.  
 
3.2 Native Americans in Northwest Ohio 

In the 1600 and 1700s, Spain, France, Great Britain, and Native Americans all made claim to lands which 
would ultimately be part of Allen and Auglaize Counties. In 1763, after years of warring over the lands in 
North American, Spain, France and Great Britain signed the Treaty of Paris which gave the disputed 
territory to Great Britain. To pacify Native Americans, Great Britain signed a proclamation limiting western 
expansion of Anglo-American settlers into lands west of the Appalachian Mountains. Despite Britain’s 
Proclamation of 1763, settlers of the original thirteen colonies continued to move west. In order to regulate 
the continued westward settlement, the Confederation Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 
which created the Northwest Territory and established a form of government specifying how the territory 
would ultimately become states. Native Americans living in the newly created Northwest Territory did not 
consent to American control over the land. Consequently, an ongoing battle ensued between the United 
States and Native Americans. In 1795, as an effort to establish peace, representatives of the United States 
and numerous Native American leaders signed the Treaty of Greeneville. With the Treaty of Greeneville, 
the Native Americans ceded much of their land claims to the United States. After the Treaty of Greeneville, 
Native Americans were lawfully allowed only to settle north of the treaty line in the north and west portions 
of the Ohio Territory, which included the future Allen and Auglaize Counties. When Ohio became a state in 
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1803, many Native American tribes had already moved west out of Ohio. Some Native American tribes 
moved to reservations established in northwest Ohio where the United States government encouraged 
Native Americans to become farmers and Anglo-American religious leaders pressed Native Americans to 
adopted Christian teachings. For example, after signing of a treaty at Maumee Rapids in 1817, the 
Shawnee settled in the future Allen and Auglaize Counties on Hog Creek Reserve and on Wappaghkonetta 
Reserve (Rusler 1921). In 1830, President Andrew Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act which forced 
the last Native Americans living in Ohio to move west of the Mississippi River. With the evacuation of the 
Native Americans, the former Native American reserve land opened to settlers of Allen and Auglaize 
Counties.   
 
3.3 Fort Amanda 

The NRHP-listed site of Fort Amanda is located on the western edge of the APE on the west bank of the 
Auglaize River. The Ohio Historical Marker present at the Fort Amanda State Memorial succinctly 
summarizes the history of Fort Amanda as follows. “After General William Hull’s surrender at Detroit early 
in the War of 1812, most of the Michigan Territory came under British and Indian Control. To prevent a 
possible invasion of Ohio, General William Henry Harrison, commander of the Northwestern Army, called 
up the Kentucky and Ohio militia. Rather than moving troops and supplies across the Black Swamp, he 
chose to use the Auglaize and St. Mary’s rivers. In November 1812, Harrison ordered Lieutenant Colonel 
Robert Poque of the Kentucky Mounted Militia to construct a supply depot at this site, previously an Ottawa 
village. Poque, a veteran of the Battle of Fallen Timbers in 1794, named the post For Amanda after his 12-
year-old daughter, Hannah Amanda. Quickly built, Fort Amanda initially consisted of four two-story 
blockhouses connected by 11-foot palisades, occupying an area of about 160 feet by 160 feet. Captain 
Thompson Ward’s company of Kentucky militia garrisoned the fort until February 1813, when Captain 
Daniel Hosbrook of the Ohio militia assumed command. Under his direction the fort was enlarged to 
accommodate the growing quantity of supplies stored here, which included livestock, grain, munitions, and 
whiskey. Large rafts were constructed nearby to transport the men and materials downriver. The camp 
became a key debarkation point for soldiers and supplies headed north in the effort to recapture Detroit. 
Fort Amanda was abandoned by early 1815 and was subsequently occupied by local settlers.” Today, 
nothing remains of the fort itself; however, the location of the former fort is marked by a granite monument 
erected in 1915. 
 

   
Rendering of Fort Amanda from the Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880) and a 

January 2020 photograph of the monument currently erected at the site. 
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Located within Fort Amanda State Memorial Park is the Fort Amanda Cemetery (Ohio Genealogical Society 
#777). Interpretive signage at the cemetery indicates that between 1812 and 1814, soldiers who became 
sick or sustained injuries in battle were brought back to Fort Amanda where many died from their war 
injuries or succumbed to germ-related maladies such as dysentery, typhoid, or severe diarrhea. The Fort 
Amanda Cemetery contains seventy-five gravestones honoring unnamed soldiers from the War of 1812. 
The identity of the soldiers is unknown because their records were destroyed when the British burned the 
War Records Office in Washington D.C. on August 24, 1814. Local families continued to bury their dead at 
Fort Amanda after the US government abandoned the fort in 1815, and the cemetery remains an active 
burial ground today.         
 
3.4 The Formation of Allen County, Shawnee Township, and Amanda Township 

Unless otherwise noted, the following information is summarized from Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From 
Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880).  
 
In 1820, the Ohio Legislature created fourteen counties from the land in north and west Ohio ceded by the 
Native Americans in the 1817 treaty at Maumee Rapids (Harrison 1880). Although, Allen County was 
recognized by law in 1820, county and township governments were not organized until after the United 
States forced the Native Americans from Hog Creek and Wappaghkonetta. In 1831, land for Allen County 
was detached from Mercer County to form its own legal existence (Rusler 1921). The boundaries of 
townships changed over time, but by 1880, Allen County contained the following thirteen townships: 
Amanda Township organized in 1830, originally part of Mercer County; Bath Township organized in 1831; 
German Township organized in 1831; Jackson Township organized in 1831; Sugar Creek  Township 
organized in 1831, originally part of Putnam County; Auglaize Township organized in 1832; Shawnee 
Township organized in 1834 from the former Hog Creek Reserve; Marion Township organized in 1834 with 
the erection of Auglaize County; Perry Township organized in 1834; Monroe Township organized in 1835, 
originally part of Putnam County; Richland Township organized in 1835, originally part of Putnam County; 
Spencer Township organized in 1848 from portions of Mercer and Van Wert Counties; and, Ottawa 
Township organized in 1857 around the growing community of Lima (Harrison 1880). The boundary and 
government of Ottawa Township was eventually incorporated into the City of Lima; and, by petition of 
citizens, the name of German Township was changed to American Township August 16, 1918 (Rusler 
1921).  
 
As stated above, Shawnee Township was organized in 1834. However, many of the first settlers of 
Shawnee Township arrived prior to the township’s official formation and prior to the removal of all Shawnee 
from the reservation. Some of the earliest known settlers included: Ezekiel, Joseph, and Emanuel Hover; 
Nathan Daniels; Griffith and Robert Breese; Alexander, Philip, and George Coon; William Deniston; John 
Dowling; David and Isaac Decorsey; Benjamin Davison; Joseph Edwards; Samuel Fritz; Thomas Flinn; 
Thomas Hale; Benjamin Reed; Charles Rose; Samuel Sprague; and, Charles Adgate. As is typical, the 
surnames of these early settlers are used as road names throughout the APE (e.g. Coon Road and Breese 
Road). In 1880, Shawnee Township remained a sparsely populated rural township and its only community 
was the village of Hume. Hume is situated along the Lake Erie & Western Railroad line, which was 
completed through the APE in 1872 (Walsh 1898). In 1880, Hume contained a post-office, two stores, a 
warehouse, a blacksmith shop and a steam sawmill. 
 
Amanda Township, originally part of Mercer County, was organized in 1830 and the first elections were 
held at Fort Amanda. The earliest settlers of Amanda Township settled at Fort Amanda around 1817 when, 
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after conclusion of the War of 1812, the US government abandoned the fort. Initial settlers who took up 
residence in the block houses at Fort Amanda included the families of Andrew Russell, Peter Diltz, and 
William Vanausdall. Other early settlers to come to Amanda Township prior to 1829 included: William and 
Dye Sunderland; Samuel Washburn; Solomon Carr; Henry and Jacob Harter; Samuel and William Stewart; 
Thomas Adams; George Kephart; Joseph Sutton; William, Thomas, and John Berryman; Daniel Hoak; 
William Cochran; James and John Crozier; Thomas, Josiah, and Frederick Clawson; John and Saul Patton; 
Samuel Baxter; and, Archelaus Martin. Like Shawnee Township, in 1880, Amanda Township remained a 
sparsely populated rural township with an 1870 census count of only 1,376 inhabitants.   
 
3.5 The Formation of Auglaize County, Duchouquet Township, and Logan Township 

Unless otherwise noted, the following information is summarized from the Atlas of Auglaize County with 
Historical and Biographical Sketches  (Walsh 1898).  
 
Auglaize County was established in 1848 with fourteen townships: Clay, Duchouquet, German, Goshen, 
Jackson, Logan, Moulton, Noble, Pusheta, St. Marys, Salem, Union, Washington and Wayne. The county 
population in 1850 was 11,341 and continued to increase each decade, growing to 28,100 by 1890. From 
1850-1890, an overwhelming percentage of Auglaize County’s population lived in either Duchouquet 
Township or St. Mary’s Township. In 1890, 5,925 people were recorded in Duchouquet Township and 
4,388 people were recorded in St. Mary’s Township. By comparison, in 1890, the third most populous 
township in Auglaize County was German Township with 2,185 people and all other townships had less 
than 2,000 people.   
 
Prior to the formation of Duchouquet Township, the land was part of the Shawnee reservation. Shawnee 
chiefs gathered at their council house in Wapakoneta. After removal of Shawnees from the reservation in 
the early 1830s, Duchouquet Township was established as part of the newly formed Allen County. 
Duchouquet Township became part of Auglaize County with its creation in 1848. Wapakoneta became the 
Auglaize County seat. Oil was found in Duchouquet Township and by 1898, the northern and northwestern 
sections of the Duchouquet Township were valuable oil territory (see Section 3.6: The Great Oil Boom for 
more information). 
 
Wapakoneta, located in the southwest corner of Duchouquet Township, was official platted in 1833 and 
incorporated in March of 1849. By the end of the 19th-century, Wapakoneta was a thriving county seat with 
every variety of merchant and many manufacturing interests, including: the Wapakoneta Spoke and Wheel 
Works, the Bent Wood Churn Works, the Standard Churn Company, the Wapakoneta Handle Company, 
the Kreitzer Buggy Company, the Kolter and Koch Brewing Company, the J.W. Swing & Co., the Farmers’ 
Milling Company, the Home Milling Company, and the Wapakoneta Machine Company.  
 
Cridersville, located in the northeast corner of Duchouquet Township, was platted in 1856 by Ephriam 
Crider (Meyer 1917). The village benefitted from its location on the lines of the Cincinnati, Hamilton and 
Dayton Railroad and the Western Ohio Electric Railroad; and, the village benefitted from its location among 
adjacent oil fields (Meyer 1917). Portions of Cridersville fall within the APE.  
 
Logan Township was organized in 1848 with the creation of Auglaize County. Fort Amanda, by 1848 
already abandoned by the US government, is located in the northeast portion of Logan Township along the 
west bank of the Auglaize River. About 1.5-miles west of the proposed project, Fort Amanda falls within the 
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project’s APE. Although Fort Amanda no longer exists, its former site is listed on the NRHP and is 
preserved as a state memorial park (see Section 3.3 Fort Amanda for more information).  
 
Buckland is the only village in Logan Township. Buckland is located along the west bank of the Auglaize 
River in the southeast portion of Logan Township. Platted and organized in 1872, Buckland was originally 
known as White Feather. The name was change to Buckland in 1891, in honor of General Buckland of 
Fremont, Ohio who was one of the men that supported construction of the village’s Lake Erie and Western 
Railroad station. By 1898, Buckland was the headquarters for oil company employees operating at the 
nearby Buckland Field. The oil industry brought considerable wealth to Buckland. Situated about 2.5-miles 
southeast of the proposed project, Buckland lies outside of the project’s APE.    
 
3.6 The Great Oil Boom 

The subsequent material is summarized from A Standard History of Allen County, Ohio (Rusler 1921).  
 
Oil was discovered in Ohio around 1819 near the Muskingum River; but, there was no market for oil and so 
no use was made of the product. Around 1858, oil became useful with the invention of the coal oil lamp. In 
1869, George H. Bissell drilled for and tapped oil in Pennsylvania, igniting the oil industry.  
 
In 1885, Lima business man Benjamin Faurot brought in drillers from Pennsylvania to bore for natural gas 
at his factory on the east side of downtown Lima. Instead of natural gas, Faurot’s drillers found oil. Within 
less than a year, Lima transformed from an agricultural trading center to a flourishing city founded on the oil 
industry.  
 
In 1886, James A. Hover, who owned a large farm tract near Lima in Shawnee Township, leased 150 acres 
of his land to the Solar Refining Company. The Solar Refining Company was represented by their attorney, 
Mr. Keith, Frank Rockefeller, and F.B. Squires of Standard Oil. The Lima Field, as it became known, soon 
rivaled Pennsylvania’s oil production; and, Standard Oil quickly established a headquarters in Lima.  
 
The oil industry produced millions of dollars for Allen County, and at one time, the Lima Field was 
reportedly “the biggest oil territory in the world”. In addition to the Solar Refining Company, Lima was home 
to the Buckeye Pipe Line Company and the Manhattan Oil Company. Prominent Lima businessmen in the 
oil industry included: Faurot, Jamieson, Brice, Baxter, Irvin, Waldorf, Metheany, and Morris. Thirty year 
leases were secured on nearly 5,000 acres of land in Allen County and fields were developed by Mr. 
Faurot, I.G. Hall, J.B. Townsend, F.E. Mead, G.P. Waldorf, and J.M Haller. The 1906 topographic map of 
Lima shows the concentration of oil tanks on the southwest side of Lima in Shawnee Township Sections 
11-14 and 23 (Appendix A: Figure 9).  
 
By 1921, little oil was actually being pumped from Allen County wells. But, the oil business continued to 
support Lima and Allen County as the refineries and oil-related businesses remained profitably operational.   
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Renderings, from the Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880), of the oil tank fields and oil 

derricks at Lima 
 

3.7 A Review of Available Mapping 

Prior to conducting field work, Kramb Consulting (Kramb) reviewed historical maps and atlases. For both 
Allen County and Auglaize County, there is an 1880 atlas which provides property owner information for 
each township. In addition to property owners, the 1880 atlas maps also depict the locations of buildings, 
roadways, railroads, streams, springs, orchards, schools, cemeteries, and other landmarks. Appendix A: 
Figure 10 provides an 1880 view of the Allen County, Shawnee Township sections within the APE. 
Appendix A: Figure 11 provides an 1880 plat of Hume which is the only community in Shawnee Township. 
Appendix A: Figure 12 provides an 1880 view of the Allen County, Amanda Township sections within the 
APE. Appendix A: Figure 13 is an 1880 view of the Auglaize County, Duchouquet Township sections within 
the APE. Appendix A: Figure 14 is an 1880 plat of Cridersville, which is the only Duchouquet Township 
community within the APE.  
 
Kramb used information from Appendix A: Figures 8-14 to help guide field work as discussed in Section 
4.2, below. Kramb also used the historical mapping to help determine the age of buildings within the APE 
and to help assess the NRHP eligibility of buildings within the APE. Appendix A: Figures 10, 12-13, and 15 
circle buildings which are in the approximate location of existing architectural locations identified during field 
work that may have existed in 1880.         
 
4.0 History/Architecture Survey Methodology 
 

4.1 History/Architecture Survey Methodology Report 

Prior to completing this history/architecture reconnaissance survey, a survey methodology report was 
submitted to the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for review and approval. The survey 
methodology report included the subsequent information:  
 

1) A literature review for properties within a 5-mile buffer of the project area; 
2) The results of the GIS view shed analysis; 
3) An explanation of the project’s area of potential effect (APE); and  
4) The methodology for assessing the history/architecture resources within the APE. 
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The same literature review data presented in the survey methodology report is presented here in Section 
2.2 above. The view shed analysis and explanation of the project’s APE from the survey methodology 
report is summarized below.  
 
4.1.1 Definition of the APE 
Appendix A: Figure 7 is a project view shed map produced by Stantec in the fall of 2020. The mapped 
visibility indicates the theoretical visibility to a six-foot tall observer of solar panels ten feet in height above 
the existing terrain. The “more” or “less” visibility shown on the map is based solely on terrain and does not 
account for existing buildings, structures, or vegetation. Being that the proposed project is in northwest 
Ohio, the terrain is relatively flat. The topography does vary slightly along the waterways, especially along 
the Auglaize River which is located about 1.5-miles west of the closest proposed construction areas. The 
view shed analysis provided a starting point for determining the project’s APE. For example, Appendix A: 
Figure 7 indicated that locations within and immediately adjacent to the proposed construction areas would 
likely be the most visible; and, within a 1-mile radius, the locations to the north and west would likely be 
less visible than locations to the south and east of the proposed construction areas.   
 
The APE also considered the pattern of existing development. A review of the USGS 7.5-Minute Series 
(Topographic) Cridersville, Ohio Quadrangle (1961, Photo-Revised 1983) indicated that housing 
developments existed within 1,000-1,500 feet of some proposed construction areas (Appendix A: Figure 2). 
A quick search of Allen County Auditor records indicated that these housing developments contain 
residences constructed from the 1960s to the present. It was assumed that in these areas of suburban 
development, visibility of proposed solar arrays would be limited by intervening buildings.      
 
Based on the topography only view shed analysis and existing development, the APE was expected to 
extend approximately ¾ to 2-miles from the proposed construction areas. Due to the density of existing 
housing, it was anticipated that the APE extended less than a mile north and east of the proposed 
construction areas. Due to the change in topography and vegetation along the Auglaize River, it was 
anticipated that the APE extended about 1-mile west of the proposed construction limits. The southeast 
corner of the APE was limited to about 1-mile from the proposed construction areas due to suburban 
development associated with the community of Cridersville. It was anticipated that the southern portion of 
the APE might extend 2-miles considering the rural development pattern and flat terrain. It was expected 
that the specific boundaries of the APE might change slightly during field work to account for existing 
development and features not otherwise known during the desktop review of available aerials and mapping. 
 
4.1.2 Proposed Survey Methods 
In a coordination letter dated February 2, 2021, the SHPO concurred with the following history/architecture 
survey methodology for the proposed Birch Solar project (Appendix E).  
 

a) Identify, map, and field verify the location of all previously listed Ohio Historic Inventory (OHI) 
properties, all Determination of Eligibility (DOE) properties, all Ohio Genealogical Society 
(OGS) cemeteries, and all listed National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) properties and 
districts within a 2-mile radius of the proposed construction areas. Field verification will be 
completed from the public-right-of-way. A photograph will be taken of the resource, and a 
photograph will be taken towards the closest proposed solar array construction area to 
determine visibility potential.  
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b) From the public right-of-way, conduct a history/architecture field reconnaissance of all 
properties with buildings over 50 years of age within the proposed APE as roughly shown on 
Appendix A: Figure 8. The field reconnaissance shall identify, map, and photograph all primary 
buildings over 50 years of age. For the suburban neighborhoods within the vicinities of 
Cridersville and Fort Shawnee, history/architecture resources will be looked at and 
photographed by neighborhood, street or geographical area (as appropriate) rather than 
reviewing and photographing every building within each suburban neighborhood. Generally, for 
these higher density areas, only the first few blocks nearest to the proposed solar arrays shall 
be evaluated.   

c) Complete a History/Architecture Survey Report. The survey report shall include a table of all 
resources with their OHI number (if applicable), address, year of construction, style/type, and a 
thumbnail photograph. Again, the suburban neighborhoods will be photographed and reported 
upon at the geographic, neighborhood or street level (whichever is most applicable) rather than 
on a building by building basis. The report shall include a general overview with select 
examples of buildings not eligible for the NRHP; but, the report will not specifically describe in 
detail each non-eligible property. The survey report will only describe in further detail those 
history/architecture resources identified as potentially eligible for the NRHP. New OHI forms 
will be completed only for those properties identified during the survey as potentially eligible. 
Existing OHI forms will not be updated unless the property has vastly changed since the 
original recordation. In addition to the inventory and discussion of history/architecture 
resources as outlined above, the completed survey report shall include an applicable historic 
context, the completed literature review and all other requisite sections to satisfy the SHPO 
and Section 106 requirements for history/architecture surveys.  

 
4.2 History/Architecture Field Survey  and Documentation Methodology 

On January 9 and January 16, 2021, Kramb visited the project location and conducted field investigations 
employing methods outlined in the Guidelines for Conducting History/Architecture Surveys in Ohio (State 
Historic Preservation Office 2014) and the Secretary of Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology 
and Historic Preservation (National Park Service, 1983). During field investigations, Kramb remained within 
the public right-of-way to review and photograph the exteriors of all buildings, structures, sites and objects 
(i.e. history/architecture resources) within the APE. Kramb photographed the existing history/architecture 
resources using a digital camera capturing images at resolutions and sizes in compliance with the SHPO 
digital imagery standards.  
 
Kramb assigned a single architectural location (AL) number to each property within the APE which 
contained buildings over fifty years of age. Many architectural locations contain more than one building. In 
some cases, a single architectural location may be a farmstead which, for purposes of this report, is defined 
as a house, barn and at least one additional outbuilding like an accessory barn, garage, corn crib, or silo. 
All architectural locations are identified on the USGS 7.5-Minute Series (Topographic) Cridersville, Ohio 
Quadrangle (1961, Photo-Revised 1983) map sheets in Appendix C. The 1961 topographic map 
differentiates between buildings existing prior to 1961 (shown as black dots) and buildings existing after 
1961 (shown as purple dots). Consequently, the 1961 topographic map aided in the identification of 
buildings over fifty years old. As noted in Section 3.7, above, the 1880 atlases also aided in the 
identification of buildings over fifty years of age. Furthermore, Kramb used the on-line records of the Allen 
County and Auglaize County auditors to verify ages of buildings within the APE.        
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Appendix D contains a table listing all of the architectural locations within the APE by architectural location 
(AL) number, address, and Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM). For each architectural location, there is 
at least one thumbnail photograph of the primary building. For many architectural locations, there is an 
additional thumbnail photograph of a barn. The table also provides a brief description of the primary 
building’s style and type and an approximate construction date.  
 
Due to the APE spanning an approximate 2-mile radius and containing hundreds of buildings, it was 
impractical to reconcile every auditor provided building date with available historical maps. When assessing 
the NRHP eligibility of resources (see Section 6.0, below), auditor provided construction dates were cross 
referenced with historical mapping if a resource was considered potentially eligible. Otherwise, the 
construction dates listed in Appendix D are the dates provided by the respective county auditor. In many 
instances these dates are slightly inaccurate, yet the dates still aid in identifying buildings over fifty years of 
age. For example, the Allen County Auditor applies 1920 as a generic construction date for buildings that 
appear “old”. An analysis of historic maps and field observations reveal that many of the buildings identified 
as built in 1920 were more likely constructed between 1860 and 1910. In addition, the auditor’s construction 
dates proved crucial in determining which of the APE’s numerous mid-century buildings pre-dated 1971 
and were thus over fifty years of age.  
 
5.0 History/Architecture Survey Results 
 

5.1 The Area of Potential Effect  

As noted in Section 4.1.1 above, the area of potential effect (APE) was expected to extend approximately 
2-miles beyond the project limits. It was anticipated that the APE may be reduced to the northeast and 
southeast where the 2-mile radius encroached upon the communities of Fort Shawnee and Cridersville, 
and that the APE would be slightly reduced to the west where the 2-mile radius stretched west of the 
Auglaize River. During field investigations, the APE was in fact reduced to less than a 2-mile radius in the 
vicinity of Fort Shawnee, Cridersville, and the Auglaize River as shown on Appendix A: Figure 8.  
 
At the northeast corner of the APE, in the vicinity of Fort Shawnee, the APE is limited due to existing 
development. Appendix C: Maps Sheets F and G show areas of dense construction in this northeast corner 
along Shawnee Road and Breese Road. Because of these developments, most of which contain ranch type 
homes constructed from circa 1950-1980, the proposed solar arrays will not be visible beyond the first row 
of buildings in each development. Furthermore, field observations identified additional development 
constructed circa 1990-2020 which has occurred in former agricultural fields located between the proposed 
solar arrays and the circa 1950-1980 developments along Shawnee and Breese Roads. Vegetation along 
the Little Ottawa River also blocks views northeast of the proposed solar arrays.    
 
At the southeast corner of the APE, in the vicinity of Cridersville, the APE is also limited due to existing 
development. Appendix C: Map Sheet A shows the density of construction in this southeast corner along 
Shawnee Road and National Road. Because of these developments, most of which contain ranch type 
homes constructed from circa 1950-1980, the proposed solar arrays will not be visible beyond the first row 
of buildings in each development. Views of the solar arrays from the southeast portion of the APE are also 
limited by existing vegetation which lines along the Little Ottawa River.   
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The Auglaize River generally marks the western edge of the APE. The distance of over 1.5-miles, the 
changes in elevation along the river, and the presence of dense, mature vegetation lining the river will 
obscure views of the proposed solar arrays from history/architecture resources west of the Auglaize River. 
Field investigations at the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) listed Fort Amanda confirmed the 
appropriateness of reducing the western edge of the APE to coincide with the Auglaize River.    
 
5.2 Survey Approach  

Architectural historian, Amy Kramb, conducted field investigations on January 9 and January 16, 2021. On 
January 9, 2021, fieldwork began in Auglaize County at the southeast corner of the APE in Cridersville and 
proceeded west along the southern portion of the APE in Auglaize County. Fieldwork moved north to 
complete investigations at the western edge of the APE within Auglaize County before proceeding back 
east through the center of the APE into Allen County. On January 16, 2021, fieldwork picked up in Allen 
County near the center of the APE in Hume and proceeded east before turning north and then back west to 
cover the remainder of the APE in Allen County. The architectural location numbers and map sheets in 
Appendix C align with this field survey route.    
 
5.3 Architectural Locations Identified  

Field investigations identified 486 architectural locations within the APE. A thumbnail photograph of 
the primary history/architecture resources at each architectural location is included in Appendix D. A 
summary of the types and styles of history/architecture resources identified within the APE is presented 
below. 
 
5.3.1 House Types Identified 
Not all homes within the APE have a discernable type, but the subsequent house types are the primary 
types identified within the APE. Following the brief description of each house type are a few images of 
typical homes of that type found within the APE.    
 
Ranch: The ranch is a 1-story building which characteristically includes an attached garage incorporated 
into the main roofline. Some ranches are rectangular in plan with side-gabled roof lines while others are 
irregular in plan with hipped roof lines. The ranch gained popularity in the 1940s and is a style that 
continues to be constructed today. Most of the ranches in the APE were built between 1950 and 1980.  
 

       
    AL 12    AL 374       AL 449 
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Duplex: Within the APE are several ranch type duplexes. These 2-unit residential dwellings are 1-story in 
height and have attached garages within the roofline. These duplexes were constructed between 1950 and 
1980.    
 

       
AL 20      AL 258         AL 345 

 
Cottage: The cottage is a common, post-World War II building which is 1-story in height with a rectangular 
plan and a side-gabled roof. The cottage is smaller in footprint than a ranch style building; and, it lacks the 
garage incorporated within a ranch’s main roofline. Often times, garages have been later attached to the 
cottage type via breezeways. The cottage type was commonly constructed between 1945 and 1970.    
 

       
AL 182      AL 282    AL 284 

 
Split-level: The split-level is similar to a ranch but has multiple levels or sections with heights varying from 
1, 1.5 to 2-stories. Typically, the split-level has a lower level built partially below grade. Split-levels also 
commonly have an attached garage. The spilt-level was popular from the1960s through the 1980s.  
 

       
AL 398    AL 451        AL 463 
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Two-Story: As the name implies, the Two-Story is two-stories in height and is a common house type 
constructed from the 1960s to the present.  
 

      
            AL 356    AL 358         AL 384 

 
Cape Cod: The Cape Cod is a 1.5-story building with a steeply pitched, side-gabled roof. Typically, the 
Cape Cod has prominent, front-gabled dormers; although, not all Cape Cod type homes in the APE have 
the characteristic dormers. The Cape Cod was typically constructed between circa 1925 and 1950.  
 

       
AL 15      AL 202          AL 297 

 
Bungalow: The Dormer Front Bungalow is 1.5 to 2-stories in height and has side-facing gables. 
Characteristically, there is a front-facing gabled or shed roofed dormer; and, the front slope of the roof 
extends down to form the roof of a full-width porch. The Gable Front Bungalow is 1 to 1.5-stories in height 
and features a low-pitched roof with a front-facing gable. The Bungalow type was commonly constructed 
between 1905 and 1930.   
 

       
AL 88    AL 178          AL 325 
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American Four Square: The American Four Square is 2 to 2.5-stories in height and has a square (or 
nearly square) shape topped by a low, pyramidal hipped roof. Generally, the house has a slightly raised 
basement and there are stairs accessing a full-width, front porch. It is also common for this house type to 
have a central dormer. The American Four Square was popular between 1900 and 1925. 
  

       
      AL 10    AL 63    AL 410  

 
Four-over-Four: The Four-over-Four is 2 to 2.5-stories in height and has a rectangular plan with a side-
gabled roof. As the name implies, the house generally has a plan of four rooms over four rooms. The Four-
over-Four type was common between 1825 and 1870 and then again from 1910 to 1925.  
 

       
       AL 154    AL 305      AL 339 

 
Gabled Ell: The Gabled Ell may be 1 to 2-stories in height and has an intersecting gabled roof line. The 
cross-gable roof line is at the same height (as oppose to the Upright and Wing type house). The Gabled Ell 
may have an L-shaped plan or a T-shaped. The Gabled Ell is a post-Civil War house type commonly 
constructed between 1865 and 1885.  
 

       
           AL 99    AL 142      AL 419 
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Hipped Ell: Throughout the APE there is a variant of the Gabled Ell which has a hipped rather than gabled 
roof. The house is 2-stories with an L-shaped or T-shaped plan. Like the Gabled Ell, the hipped variety was 
commonly constructed between 1865 and 1885.      
 

       
AL 31    AL 44    AL 351    

 
I-House: The I-House is 2-stories in height and has a rectangular plan with a side-gabled roof. The house 
is typically two rooms wide and only one room deep. The Pre-Classic variety has a three-bay façade; 
whereas, the Classic I-House variety has a five-bay façade. The I-House was commonly constructed 
between 1820 and 1890.  
 

       
AL 35    AL 50    AL 115 

   
5.3.2 House Styles Identified 
Most of the buildings in the APE lack a particular architectural style. A few buildings in the APE did have 
some elements of various styles including: Queen Anne, Italianate, Gothic Revival, Tudor Revival, Greek 
Revival, Craftsman, and Mid-century modern. 
 
Queen Anne Elements: Some homes within the APE have the characteristic asymmetrical massing and 
polygonal towers of the Queen Anne style.  
 

       
AL 64                  AL 271         AL 434 
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Italianate Elements: A few homes within the APE have one or two elements of the Italianate style, such 
as: wide overhanging eaves with brackets, arched window openings, and tall, narrow window openings.  
 

          
              AL 65                 AL 416         AL 421  
        

Tudor Revival Elements: Within the APE are a few buildings with Tudor style elements like the 
characteristic Tudor arch or ogee arched doorway, a prominent chimney, or a steep front-facing peaked 
gable extending over the entrance.  
 

      
             AL 58    AL 331        AL 389 

 
Gothic Revival Elements: Within the APE are two churches with Gothic Revival elements. Elements 
include: a steeply pitched gable roof, narrow lancet (pointed arch) window openings, stained glass 
windows, and a central tower. 
 

    
                                                          AL 135                   AL 172 
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Craftsman Elements:  Common Craftsman style elements seen within the APE include: low-pitched roofs 
with projecting eaves, triangular knee braces, exposed rafter tails, multi-paned upper sash over single-pane 
lower sash windows, and full-width front porches with large porch columns.  
 

       
         AL 185       AL 344           AL 484 

 
Mid-Century Modern Elements: Common elements of mid-century modern seen within the APE include: 
low-pitched or flat roofs; roof overhangs; linear window designs; picture windows designed with operable 
awning, hopper, or casement type windows; and, recessed entryways     
 

       
AL 25    AL 225         AL 408 

 
5.3.3 Barn Types Identified  
Being that the majority of the APE is rural, there are numerous farmsteads within the APE. The farmsteads 
contain various types of barns. Thumbnail photographs of primary barns associated with architectural 
locations in the APE are included in Appendix D. Representative photographs of specific barn types found 
in the APE are included below.  
 
Three Bay Barn: The Three Bay Barn is a rectangular building typically with a 2:1 length to width ratio.  
The barn almost always has central doors on the front and rear walls. Sometimes the common three bays 
are enlarged to four or five bays. The Three Bay Barn often has a side-gabled or a gambrel roof, but there 
are also examples of Three Bay Barn types with a round/arched roof in the APE.  
 

         
       AL 66- Round/arch roofed example             AL 77 – Gambrel roofed example   AL 236 – Gable roofed example 
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Raised Basement Barn: The Raised Basement Barn is essentially a Three Bay Barn erected on a raised 
foundation. The raised foundation may be constructed of a stone, tile, or concrete and the foundation may 
be partially banked into a slope. Typically, the Raised Basement Barn is larger than the Three Bay Barn 
and often has five bays.  
 

      
AL 79    AL 89         AL 411 

 
Erie Shore Barn: The Erie Shore Barn has a gambrel roof and off-center sliding doors on the long walls. 
Typically, this multi-purpose barn measures about 30 feet by 40 feet, and it usually has a characteristic hay 
hook protruding from one end.  
  

      
         AL 148                  AL 419          AL 426 

 
Quonset: The Quonset, with its distinct semi-cylindrical form, is a pre-fabricated building produced from 
1942 until about 1950. Newer variations of the Quonset form continued to be built after 1950.  
   

        
AL 94     AL 162             AL 164 

 
5.3.4 Previously Documented Resources  
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Listings:  Within the APE is the NRHP-listed Fort Amanda 
(NR# 70000484). Within a 2-mile radius of the proposed construction areas, but outside of the APE, is the 
NRHP-listed Griffith Breese Farm (NR# 83001942).  
 



 

30 
 

 

 Fort Amanda is a district which contains four resources previously recorded on Ohio Historic 
Inventory (OHI) forms: AUG-001707-02 (AL 120), AUG-001708-02 (AL 118), AUG-001709-02 (AL 
119), and AUG-001710-02 (AL 122). Within the Fort Amanda district boundary is also the Fort 
Amanda Cemetery (OGS #777). A visit to Fort Amanda confirmed that distance and the existing, 
dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, will shield all views of the proposed solar arrays from 
the NRHP listed resources (Appendix A: Figure 16).   

 The Griffith Breese Farm contains the Griffith Breese house and barn recorded as ALL-00031-07. 
A visit to the Griffith Breese Farm revealed that the house and barn (ALL-00031-07) remain intact, 
but the approximately 60 acres of surrounding farmland have been developed as the Shawnee-
Breezewood Estates subdivision which contains thirty-nine single-family residences constructed in 
the early 2000s. The new subdivision is located south and west of ALL-00031-07, and the two-
story homes shield all views further southwest towards the proposed solar arrays (Appendix A: 
Figure 19).    

 
Determination of Eligibility (DOE) Properties: Within the APE is one DOE property which is located at 
12153 Ritchie Road. As part of this survey, the DOE property was recorded on an OHI form as AUG-
01724-03 (see Appendix B). The property was determined eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C during 
investigations for a proposed wind turbine project (State Historic Preservation Office Reference Number 
2010-AUG-13562). A site visit confirmed that the house at 12153 Ritchie Road is extant and remains a 
significant example of architecture warranting NRHP eligibility under Criterion C. AUG-01724-03 is about 
1.24-miles south of the nearest proposed solar array. Distance, and existing residences within wooded lots 
on the north side of National Road, will shield all views of the proposed solar arrays from AUG-01724-03 
(Appendix A: Figure 17).  
 
Ohio Historic Inventory (OHI) Locations: Within the APE there are nine architectural locations which 
were previously documented on OHI forms. The OHI forms are included in Appendix B. During the field 
survey, Kramb visited all previously recorded OHI properties to confirm their existence and to determine if 
the proposed solar arrays may be visible. Photographs of the locations are included in Table D.    
 

 ALL-00703-06 (AL 135) was once the Antioch Church. The former church has been converted into 
a residence. ALL-00703-06 is located about 3,000-feet northwest of the nearest proposed solar 
arrays. Existing wooded lots at the northwest corner of this nearest proposed solar array should 
limit views of the array from ALL-00703-06. Without the existing trees, ALL-00703-06 will have 
views of the proposed arrays, although views will be minimized by the intervening 3,000-feet 
(Appendix A: Figure 18).   

 AUG-00255-02 (AL 93) was a Pratt Truss Bridge constructed in circa 1902 and 1917. AUG-00255-
02 is gone and a modern bridge now exists in this location.  

 AUG-00256-02 (AL 80) was a Pratt Truss Bridge constructed in 1914. AUG-00256-02 is gone and 
a modern bridge now exists in this location.  

 AUG-00257-02 (AL 96) was a Parker Truss Bridge constructed in 1913. AUG-00257-02 is gone 
and a modern bridge now exists in this location.   

 AUG-00272-03 (AL 55) is a bridge constructed in circa 1874 and moved to the present location 
around 1920. The bridge is extant and in fair condition. The nearest proposed solar arrays are 
about one mile north of AUG-00272-03. Existing wooded, residential lots immediately south of the 
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proposed solar arrays should block views of the solar arrays from AUG-00272-03. Furthermore, the 
existing vegetation along Two Mile Creek shields views from AUG-00272-03 towards the project 
area (Appendix A: Figure 17). 

 AUG-01707-02 (AL 120) is the Fort Amanda Large Picnic Shelter. The building is extant and is in 
good condition. AUG-01707-02 is situated within the forested area of Fort Amanda Memorial Park 
and is located about 1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and 
the existing, dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar 
arrays from AUG-01707-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16)  

 AUG-01708-02 (AL 118) is the Fort Amanda Toilet Building. The building is extant and is in good 
condition. AUG-01708-02 is situated within the forested area of Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is 
located about 1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the 
existing, dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar 
arrays from AUG-01708-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16). 

 AUG-01709-02 (AL 119) is the Fort Amanda Grill Shelter. The building is extant and is in good 
condition. AUG-01709-02 is situated within the forested area of Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is 
located about 1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the 
existing, dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar 
arrays from AUG-01709-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16). 

 AUG-01710-02 (AL 122) is the Fort Amanda Monument. The object is extant and in excellent 
condition. AUG-01710-02 is situated within Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is located about 1.67-
miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, dense 
vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from AUG-
01710-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16).   

 
There are two additional OHI properties that fall within a 2-mile radius of the proposed construction areas 
but lie outside of the APE: ALL-00031-07 and ALL-00501-07. Both of these OHI properties are located 
within in the community of Fort Shawnee more than 1.5-miles northeast of the proposed solar arrays. ALL-
00031-07 and ALL-00501-07 were field verified and both were confirmed extant. Neither property will have 
a view of the proposed solar arrays due to distance and intervening buildings (Appendix A: Figure 19).  
 
Ohio Genealogical Society (OGS) Cemeteries: With the APE, there are three previously documented 
cemeteries.  
 

 OGS #759: Crawford-Romshe-Wheeler Cemetery (AL 59) is located about 1.4-miles from the 
nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to distance and to existing vegetation along Two-Mile Creek, 
there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from Crawford-Romshe-Wheeler Cemetery 
(Appendix A: Figure 17). 

 OGS#777: Fort Amanda Cemetery (AL 120) is located on the west bank of the Auglaize River 
about 1.7-miles west of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, 
dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from 
Fort Amanda Cemetery (Appendix A: Figure 16).  

 OGS #216: St. Matthews Lutheran Cemetery (AL 294) is located about 1,500-feet east of the 
nearest proposed solar arrays. The western end of the cemetery, which is nearest the proposed 
solar arrays, is the youngest portion of the cemetery and it continues to be used as an active burial 
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ground. The original, and oldest, portion of the cemetery is located about 2,700-feet east of the 
nearest proposed solar arrays. The St. Matthews Lutheran Church building will block views of the 
proposed solar arrays from within the oldest sections of the cemetery; however, portions of the 
cemetery on the north and west sides of St. Matthews Lutheran Church will likely have views of the 
proposed solar arrays (Appendix A: Figure 20). 
 

There is one additional OGS Cemetery that falls within a 2-mile radius of the proposed construction areas, 
but it lies outside of the APE: OGS #215 Shawnee Cemetery. Shawnee Cemetery is located within the 
community of Fort Shawnee, on the east bank of the Little Ottawa River, about 1.75-miles northeast of the 
proposed solar arrays. Distance, intervening buildings, and existing vegetation will prevent any view of the 
proposed solar arrays (Appendix A: Figure 19).  
 
6.0 Analysis and Recommendations 
 

6.1 National Register Review Criteria 

The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria for Evaluation states:  
 

“The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture 
is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, association and;  
 

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; or  

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or  
C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction; or  

D. That yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.” 
(National Park Service 1990) 

 
6.2 Assessing National Register Eligibility  

Criterion A: Compilation of the historic context revealed that events which significantly contributed to the 
history of the area of potential effect (APE) centered upon the subsequent themes: Fort Amanda and its 
importance as a supply depot and transportation hub during the War of 1812; the Native American 
presence in the APE both before and during their settlement of the reservation; oil drilling, refining and 
associated industries which brought people and wealth to the APE; and, agriculture, which prior to and after 
the oil boom remained an important part of the APE’s economy.  
 
Criterion B: The available histories provide names of early settlers, list individuals involved in local 
government, and highlight prominent businessmen from the 1880s through the early 1900s. The surnames 
of these individuals are seen on historical maps, like those in Appendix A: Figures 10-15. Many of the 
surnames are also used as road names in the APE, such as, Coon Road, Breese Road, Kemp Road, and 
Sunderland Road. Since the reconnaissance survey recorded 486 architectural locations, it was impractical 
for Kramb Consulting (Kramb) to track the ownership history of every architectural location within the APE. 
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Therefore, if architectural locations identified in the APE retained sufficient integrity, then Kramb consulted 
the early histories and maps to determine if any of those architectural locations were connected to 
significant individuals. Appendix A: Figures 10, 12-13, and 15 are 1880 atlas maps with property owners 
and building locations; circled on these figures are building locations which coincide with existing 
architectural locations which may date to 1880.      
 
Criterion C: As noted in Section 5.3.1, above, the APE contains about a dozen common building types and 
about a half-dozen building styles. Comparing the 486 architectural locations to each other and to the 
surrounding context, Kramb sought to identify those architectural locations which retained sufficient integrity 
and were unique or significant representations of architecture warranting NRHP eligibility. Many of the 
buildings within the APE have lost integrity of design, workmanship, and materials due to typical alterations 
such as: the application of vinyl siding to exterior walls, the replacement of original windows, and the 
attachment of additions. Many of the buildings within the APE retain integrity but are common, insignificant 
building types found in abundance throughout the area.   
 
Criterion D: This reconnaissance survey focused on above-ground history/architecture resources. 
Archaeological investigations have commenced and will be documented in a separate report. 
Consequently, this history/architecture report does not address NRHP Eligibility Criterion D.    
 
6.3 Findings  

The reconnaissance survey recorded 486 architectural locations. These architectural locations are 
mapped in Appendix C and summarized in Appendix D. Of the 486 architectural locations, the following are 
either already listed on the NRHP, have already been determined eligible for the NRHP, or are being 
recommended eligible for the NRHP as a result of this survey. 
 
6.3.1 National Register Listed and Eligible  
Within the APE, the following six architectural locations are already listed on the NRHP (Appendix C: Map 
Sheet D):  
 

 Fort Amanda (AL 123) is a NRHP district (NR #70000484) located about 1.67-miles east of the 
nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, dense vegetation lining the 
Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from within the district (Appendix 
A: Figure 16). 

 AUG-01707-02 (AL 120) is the Fort Amanda Large Picnic Shelter listed as within the boundaries of 
the NRHP listed Fort Amanda (NR #70000484). The building is extant and is in good condition. 
AUG-01707-02 is situated within the forested area of Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is located 
about 1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, 
dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from 
AUG-01707-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16).  

 AUG-01708-02 (AL 118) is the Fort Amanda Toilet Building listed as within the boundaries of the 
NRHP listed Fort Amanda (NR #70000484). The building is extant and is in good condition. AUG-
01708-02 is situated within the forested area of Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is located about 
1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, dense 
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vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from AUG-
01708-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16). 

 AUG-01709-02 (AL 119) is the Fort Amanda Grill Shelter listed as within the boundaries of the 
NRHP listed Fort Amanda (NR #70000484). The building is extant and is in good condition. AUG-
01709-02 is situated within the forested area of Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is located about 
1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, dense 
vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from AUG-
01709-02 (Appendix A: Figure 16). 

 AUG-01710-02 (AL 122) is the Fort Amanda Monument listed as within the boundaries of the 
NRHP listed Fort Amanda (NR #70000484). The object is extant and in excellent condition. AUG-
01710-02 is situated within Fort Amanda Memorial Park and is located about 1.67-miles east of the 
nearest proposed solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, dense vegetation lining the 
Auglaize River, there will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from AUG-01710-02 (Appendix 
A: Figure 16).  

 Fort Amanda Cemetery- OGS #777 (AL 121) is listed as within the boundaries of the NRHP listed 
Fort Amanda (NR #70000484) which is located about 1.67-miles east of the nearest proposed 
solar arrays. Due to the distance and the existing, dense vegetation lining the Auglaize River, there 
will be no view of the proposed solar arrays from within the cemetery (Appendix A: Figure 16).  

 
Within the APE, the following architectural location is already a Determination of Eligibility property. 
  

 AUG-01724-03 (AL 65): A site visit confirmed that the house at 12153 Ritchie Road is extant 
(Appendix C: Map Sheet B). The house remains a significant example of architecture warranting 
NRHP eligibility under Criterion C. As part of this survey, the DOE property was recorded as AUG-
01724-03. The OHI form is in Appendix B. AUG-01724-03 is about 1.25-miles south of the nearest 
proposed solar arrays. Distance, and existing residences within wooded lots on the north side of 
National Road, will shield all views of the proposed solar arrays from AUG-01724-03 (Appendix A: 
Figure 17). 

 
6.3.2 Potentially Eligible Architectural Locations  
Based on preliminary research and a review of buildings from the public right-of-way, Kramb finds the 
following architectural locations potentially eligible for individual listing to the NRHP:  
 
AUG-00272-03 (AL 55): AUG-00272-03 is a bowstring bridge which was constructed in 1874 and moved to 
its current location in the 1920s. AUG-00272-03 is a single span of a three span bridge that once spanned 
the nearby Auglaize River. When the bridge over the Auglaize River was replaced in the early 1920s, AUG-
00272-03 was saved and moved to its current location for use on a private farm lane over Two Mile Creek. 
According to the Ohio Bridge Association, AUG-00272-03 is a rare example of David H. Morrison’s 1867 
patent (reissued in 1871); there is only one other bridge of this design remaining in Ohio. Although in fair 
condition, AUG-00272-03 retains integrity of materials, design, and workmanship. Despite AUG-00272-03 
being moved from its original location, the bridge has been at its current location for about 100 years. AUG-
00272-03 retains integrity of setting, feeling, and association as it remains functioning as a bridge over a 
waterway. AUG-00272-03 is recommended eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a surviving example 
of the Morrison Patent Wrought Iron Arch Truss Bridge type built by Dayton’s Columbia Bridge Works 
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throughout the Midwest in the late 1800s. A letter from the Ohio Bridge Association emphasizing the 
importance of AUG-00272-03 is included in Appendix E.  

 
AUG-00272-03 is located on the west side of S. Wapakoneta Road (State Route 501) between National 
Road and Ritchie Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet B). The nearest proposed solar arrays are about 1-mile 
north of AUG-00272-03. Existing wooded, residential lots immediately south of the proposed solar arrays 
should block views of the solar arrays from AUG-00272-03. Furthermore, the existing vegetation along Two 
Mile Creek shields views from AUG-00272-03 towards the northwest (Appendix A: Figure 17).   
 

   
 

ALL-00703-06 (AL 135): Constructed circa 1887, ALL-00703-06 is a wood-framed, rural church building 
which now serves as a single-family residence. The exterior of the building retains integrity of materials, 
design, and workmanship. The only addition is a 1-story, screened porch attached to the rear of the 
building. Despite vinyl siding applied to the exterior, the original wood trim and details remain exposed. The 
church’s steeple with original bell is intact. ALL-00703-06 has its original lancet windows with stained glass. 
A new door has been installed in the front entry, but it has not altered the size or configuration of the 
original entryway; the entryway trim and lancet window are intact. ALL-00703-06 is potentially eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion C as a significant example of a relatively unaltered late-1800s rural church with 
Gothic Revival elements.  

 
Located at 7301 Fort Amanda Road, ALL-00703-06 is about 3,000 feet northwest of the nearest proposed 
solar arrays (Appendix C: Map Sheet H). Existing wooded lots at the northwest corner of this nearest 
proposed solar arrays should limit views of the arrays from ALL-00703-06. Without the existing trees, ALL-
00703-06 may have views of the solar arrays, although views will be minimized by the intervening 3,000 
feet (Appendix A: Figure 18). 
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ALL-00721-07 (AL 164): The Quonset was a building type developed for use by the US military during 
World War II (WW II). After the war, surplus Quonset buildings were sold to civilians. Often times, the 
buildings were modified and adapted for use as agricultural or commercial buildings. Since WW II, there 
have been numerous variations of arched/doomed buildings developed for private, agricultural and 
industrial uses. But, the original military design remains unique. ALL-00721-07 is an example of a WW II-
era Quonset design from circa 1940s. The building has its original exterior metal walls, original windows, 
and original doors. There are no additions or substantial alterations to this building. Retaining integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship, ALL-00721-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as 
a significant representation of the US military’s Quonset type building which has been repurposed in a 
civilian setting.  

 
ALL-00721-07 is located on the south side of Norfolk Street near S. Wapakoneta Road (State Route 501) 
(Appendix C: Figure E-1). The nearest proposed solar arrays are about 1,600 feet north of ALL-00721-07; 
however, views of the solar arrays to the north shall be blocked by existing, intervening residences. 
Additional solar arrays are proposed about 2,400 feet west of ALL-00721-07. There are no intervening 
buildings to block views of these solar arrays west of ALL-00721-07 (Appendix A: Figure 21). 

   

 
 

ALL-00726-07 (AL 198): ALL-00726-07 is a farmstead with a Colonial Revival style residence and a Three 
Bay Barn. A building appears in this location on the 1880 atlas upon the property of Mary C. Bowsher. The 
Allen County Auditor provides a generic construction date of 1920 for the existing building on this property. 
The Colonial Revival style did not become popular until about 1895 and remains a popular style even 
today. Consequently, it is unclear whether the existing residence replaced a previous building on this 
location, or whether an original building at this located was altered to the existing Colonial Revival style.  
Regardless of a specific age, as existing, ALL-00726-07 is a significant example of the Colonial Revival 
style. ALL-00726-07 has the characteristic elaborate portico, a 2-story wrap-around porch, a porte cochere, 
large double hung windows with shutters, Palladian windows, and fanlights. The 2-story, Gabled Ell type 
building has a T-shaped plan. The exterior walls are clad in vinyl siding and the roof is clad in asphalt 
shingles. On the east elevation is an exterior, brick chimney. The associated Three Bay Barn has only one, 
small, shed roofed addition; otherwise, the barn maintains integrity of materials, design, and workmanship. 
Also associated with ALL-00726-07 are two, detached garages. View of the garages are limited from the 
right-of-way; although, the buildings appear to be in good condition. Compared to other farmsteads in the 
APE, ALL-00726-07 has a house, barn, and garages in good condition with a high degree of integrity. 
Materials, design, workmanship, setting, feeling, association, and location are all preserved. Therefore, 
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ALL-00726-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a significant example of a farmstead 
with a Colonial Revival style residence and a Three Bay Barn. 
ALL-00726-07 is located at 4595 W. Hume Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet E). ALL-00726-07 will be in full 
view of solar arrays proposed for installation directly across the street from ALL-00726-07 on the north side 
of Hume Road (Appendix A: Figure 22).  

 

    
      

ALL-00722-07 (AL 331): ALL-00722-07 is a Tudor style residence constructed circa 1910. The non-
discernable type building has an asymmetrical plan. The exterior of the 1.5-story building is clad in beveled 
wood siding and the roof is clad in asphalt shingles. The south façade has a steep, front-facing peaked 
gable extended over the protruding front entrance. The building’s east side has a steeply pitched cross 
gable extended over a bay window. Also on the building’s east side is an exterior, brick chimney. The 
glass-enclosed front sunroom is original. The building appears to have a variety of original window types. 
Associated with the residence are two garages, both of which are designed similarly to the house with a 
steep, front-facing gable. Complete views of the residence and outbuildings were limited from the public 
right-of-way; however, the property seems to retain all aspects of integrity. There are few buildings within 
the APE which represent a particular style and retain integrity. Most of the buildings in the immediately 
vicinity of ALL-00722-07 are ranch style homes constructed circa 1950-1980. Consequently, ALL-00722-07 
is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a significant representation of a single-family 
residential building with Tudor style elements.  

 
ALL-00722-07 is located at 2710 W. Breese Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet G). The nearest proposed solar 
arrays are about 1.17-miles and 1.38-miles southwest of ALL-00722-07. Existing, dense, residential 
development will obscure all views of the solar arrays from ALL-00722-07 Appendix A: Figure 23).           
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ALL-00723-06 (AL 432): ALL-00723-06 is a Gabled Ell type house constructed circa 1860s-1880s. The 
building, which has a cross-shaped plan, is two stories in height. The building has a stone foundation and 
brick exterior walls laid in a running bond pattern. The window openings contain replacement windows but 
the openings maintain their original size. The window openings also retain their original sandstone sills and 
lintels with stone brackets. The eaves retain their original wood molding. There are two, open porches. 
There is a front porch in the southwest corner of the building and a rear porch in the southeast corner of the 
building. Across the rear, east side of the building is a one-story, wood-framed addition. There is a brick 
chimney, off-center within the roof slope. Overall, the building is in good condition and maintains integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship. The property has lost some integrity of setting with the demolition of 
various outbuildings, but the house retains integrity of feeling and association as it remains located on a 
large parcel in a rural setting. Compared to other buildings of similar age and type within the APE, ALL-
00723-06 is remarkably unchanged. ALL-00723-06 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as 
a significant example of a vernacular style, Gabled Ell type farmhouse from the late 1800s. 
  
ALL-00723-06 is located at 2501 Coon Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet H). The nearest proposed solar 
arrays are about 1.36-miles southeast of ALL-00723-06. Distance, existing vegetation, and existing 
buildings should block all views of the solar arrays from ALL-00723-06 (Appendix A: Figure 24).  

 

    
     

ALL-00724-07 (AL 484): ALL-00724-07 includes a Craftsman style, Dormer Front Bungalow type 
residence. According to the Allen County Auditor and available mapping, the house was constructed in 
1926. The front of the home faces east towards the driveway rather than south towards Fort Amanda Road. 
The house is 1.5-stories and has a rock-faced concrete block foundation. From a distance, the exterior 
siding appears to be vinyl and the windows are 1/1. Across the east façade is a full-width porch with brick 
columns and an enclosed brick rail. The east-facing, front-gabled dormer contains three 1/1 windows. The 
house has overhanging eaves with wooden knee brackets. Associated with the house is a two-car garage 
designed with a pyramidal, hipped roof and a front-gabled dormer that contains two, 1/1 windows. Also on 
the property is a Three Bay Barn designed with a gambrel roof clad in asphalt shingles. The barn is 
minimally altered. The original center entry doors and original windows remain intact. And, the exterior 
walls are clad in the original, vertical wood siding. The only addition is a 1-story, side-gabled, open-bay 
section at the north end of the barn. Compared to other farmsteads in the APE, ALL-00724-07 has a house, 
barn, and garage in good condition with a high degree of integrity. Materials, design, workmanship, setting, 
feeling, association, and location are all preserved. Therefore, ALL-00724-07 is potentially eligible to the 
NRHP under Criterion C as a significant example of a rural farmstead with a Craftsman style, Dormer Front 
Bungalow and Three Bay Barn.  
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ALL-00724-07 is located at 5490 Fort Amanda Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet H). The nearest proposed 
solar arrays are about 4,700 feet southwest of ALL-00724-07. Distance and existing, intervening, dense 
residential development will block all views of the solar arrays (Appendix A: Figure 25).  

 

         
 

ALL-00725-07 (AL 485): According to the Allen County Auditor and available mapping, this house was 
constructed in 1925. The house has a rectangular plan, a non-discernable building type, and an eclectic 
design mixing Craftsman and Colonial Revival style elements from the 1920s with the older style of Greek 
Revival. The building is 1.5-stories, with a concrete foundation, exterior walls clad in aluminum siding, and 
a side-gabled roof clad in asphalt shingles. Centered on the south façade is a 1-story, 1-bay wide, front-
gabled porch with paired, round columns. Both the main roof and the porch roof feature corner returns. The 
south façade has an original center entry door with original sidelights. Flanking the center entry are 
symmetrical, three-part, original windows which have a center 10/1 window flanked by 6/1 windows. 
Associated with the house is a detached garage. Although only partially visible from the right-of-way, the 
garage appears to be constructed at the same time and with the same elements as the house. Located at 
the rear of the property is a chicken coop which retains its original design and materials including its 6/6 
windows. The majority of buildings in the APE lack stylistic details and many have lost integrity of materials, 
design, and workmanship due to alterations and additions. By comparison, ALL-00725-07 is a unique 
example of relatively unaltered buildings with a mix of stylistic elements. Therefore, ALL-00725-07 is 
recommended potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C.  

 
ALL-00725-07 is located at 5040 Fort Amanda Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet H). The nearest proposed 
solar arrays are about one mile south of ALL-00725-07. Distance and existing, intervening, dense 
residential development will block all views of the solar arrays from ALL-00725-07 (Appendix A: Figure 25). 
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6.3.3 Potentially Eligible District 
Within the APE is the unincorporated community of Hume. Neither the 1880 nor the 1921 atlases for Allen 
County provide much information on Hume; both atlases mention that Hume was the only community in 
Shawnee Township and note that Hume is situated along the Lake Erie & Western Railroad line, which was 
completed through the APE in 1872 (Walsh 1898). In 1880, Hume contained a post office, two stores, a 
warehouse, a blacksmith shop, and a steam sawmill (Harrison 1880). The 1880 plat of Hume shows 
seventy-nine lots sparsely populated; there is a school and about one dozen buildings (Appendix A: Figure 
11). As the first stop southwest of Lima along the Lake Erie and Western Railroad, Hume likely benefitted 
from the Lima oil industry which blossomed when oil was found in Shawnee Township in 1885. Hume is 
only three miles east of where the Solar Refining Company leased a 150-acre tract and started production 
which spurred the development of a Standard Oil headquarters in Lima. According to the topographic 
quadrangle, by 1909 Hume contained about forty buildings; one of which was a church and another of 
which was a school (Appendix A: Figure 26).  
 
Field investigations found that the community of Hume remains largely intact with approximately 30 
residences and a church. The school house no longer exists. And, although the railroad line remains active 
through the community, no railroad station or other railroad-related buildings remain. Many, small, rural 
communities which once existed along Ohio’s early railroad lines disappeared when railroad stations 
discontinued. Hume, however, remains remarkably similar to the community it was in 1909. 
 
The community of Hume contains 35 architectural locations: AL 157-158 and AL 164 through AL 193 (see 
Appendix A: Figure 27 and Appendix C: Map Sheet E-1). Photographs of each architectural location are 
included in Appendix D. Included among the architectural locations is the Hume United Methodist Church 
(AL 172), which was constructed in 1895 and appears on the 1909 topographic map. There are two 
buildings located on the east side of S. Wapakoneta Road which are later additions to the community; 
these buildings, although presently associated with Hume, are not within the community’s original plat 
(Appendix A: Figure 11). AL 162 is a commercial/industrial building erected circa 1950 and AL 163 is a fire 
station constructed circa 1960.  
 
The majority of buildings in Hume are in fair to good condition. Most of the buildings have lost integrity of 
materials, design, and workmanship due to additions and common alterations such as the application of 
vinyl siding to exterior walls and the replacement of windows. With the exception of ALL-00721-07 (a 
Quonset type building), none of the buildings in Hume are individually considered significant 
representations of architectural style or type. But, collectively, the buildings in Hume do retain integrity of 
location, setting, feeling, and association. As a whole, the buildings represent the survival of a small, rural, 
railroad community which originated around 1872, boomed after 1885, and continue to exist similar to its 
1910 form for 110 years now.  
 
The initial reconnaissance survey indicates that the community of Hume may be a potential historic district 
eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A as a significant representation of a surviving, rural, railroad 
community possibly associated with the oil boom in Allen County. However, the scope of this 
reconnaissance survey does not include the determination of district boundaries and the identification of all 
contributing and non-contributing resources within a district. Additional research on the community of 
Hume, its occupants, and its relation to or association with the area’s oil industry is necessary in order to 
fully evaluate significance and integrity of buildings within the proposed district.     
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Located at the intersection of W. Hume Road and S. Wapakoneta Road (State Route 501) in Shawnee 
Township, Allen County, the community of Hume will have views of solar arrays to the north, east, and 
west. Solar arrays are proposed in agricultural fields about 0.45-mile west of Hume, 0.13-mile north of 
Hume, and 0.52-mile east of Hume. Regardless of specifically identified NRHP boundaries, any identified 
historic district within the limits of Hume will have views of proposed solar arrays (Appendix A: Figure 28).  
 
6.3.4 Non-Eligible Locations Warranting Further Explanation 
The following architectural locations warrant further explanation as to why the resources were considered 
ineligible for the NRHP.  
 
OGS #759: Crawford-Romshe-Wheeler Cemetery (AL 59)  
This cemetery is located at the southwest corner of S. Wapakoneta Road (State Route 501) and Ritchie 
Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet B). The inactive cemetery appears to be a small, family burial ground with 
less than two-dozen headstones. Most of the headstones, which date to the mid-to-late 1800s, are 
weathered and illegible. According to the Atlas of Auglaize County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys 
(Howland 1880), in 1880 the cemetery was on a 100-acre parcel owned by Justus Romshe (Appendix A: 
Figure 13). Justus Romshe was born on September 2, 1852 to George and Mary Romshe at the family 
farm on Ritchie Road (AUG-01724-03). In 1874, Justus married Rebecca Shaffer and they raised two 
children. Engaged in farming his whole life, Justus also prospered from oil found on his property. Justus 
dug his first well in 1887 and by 1898 had eleven producing wells on his property (Walsh 1898).  
 
Ordinarily, cemeteries are not considered eligible for the NRHP unless the cemetery “derives its primary 
importance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, 
or from association with historic events” (National Park Service 1990). The Crawford-Romshe-Wheeler 
cemetery does contain graves dating to the mid-1880s; however, so do most cemeteries in this area. Also, 
there is no indication that the persons buried in the cemetery are of transcendent importance, and the 
cemetery lacks distinctive design features. Therefore, the Crawford-Romshe-Wheeler Cemetery is not 
considered eligible for the NRHP.  
 
OGS #216: St. Matthews Lutheran Cemetery (AL 294)  
This cemetery is located on the north side of Hume Road between Shawnee Road and Beeler Road 
(Appendix C: Map Sheet F). The oldest portion of the cemetery appears on the 1880 atlas upon a 42-acre 
parcel owned by Abraham Crider (Appendix A: Figure 10). Over the years, the cemetery has expanded with 
newer sections located to the north and west of St. Matthews Lutheran Church. According to the church’s 
website (St. Matthews Lutheran Church 2020), burials within St. Matthews Cemetery range from 1837 to 
the present; and, many of the founding members of the church are buried in the cemetery. The cemetery 
contains family members of early settlers with the surnames of DeLong, Mowery, Shappell, Bowsher, 
Reichelderfer, Brandt, Lower, Moyer, Crider, Spyker, Sellers, and Meffley. The existing St. Matthews 
Lutheran Church building (AL 295) on the property was constructed in 1966 and replaces the former church 
building identified on the 1880 atlas.  
 
As noted above, ordinarily cemeteries are not considered eligible for the NRHP unless the cemetery 
“derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from 
distinctive design features, or from association with historic events” (National Park Service 1990). 
Additional research is necessary to learn whether or not St. Matthews Lutheran Cemetery contains 
“persons of transcendent importance”. The cemetery does contain many older burials, but again, there are 



 

42 
 

 

other cemeteries in the area with burials just as old or older. For example, the burials at Fort Amanda 
Cemetery date back to the War of 1812. And, initial research suggests that there may be Native American 
burials adjacent to or associated with older sections of the Shawnee Cemetery (OGS #215) located about 
two miles north of St. Matthews Lutheran Cemetery. Consequently, based on initial research for this 
reconnaissance level survey, St. Matthews Lutheran Cemetery is not recommended eligible for the NRHP.  
 
6.3.5 Architectural Locations Not Evaluated 
During field investigations, Kramb reviewed all properties from the public right-of-way. Generally, at least 
two or three sides of all primary buildings were visible. In some instances, buildings were located away 
from the street such that views were limited. The Auglaize County Auditor did not have photographs 
associated with its online data; but, the Allen County Auditor did have at least one photograph of most 
primary buildings on a parcel. When available, Kramb used auditor information and aerial images to help 
locate and evaluate buildings that were difficult to view from the public right-of-way. There were, however, 
four architectural locations which Kramb was unable to evaluate for NRHP eligibility because there were no 
views of the buildings from the public right-of-way and there was minimal supplemental data. At this point in 
the project, access has not been granted to these four properties.  
 
Following are the four architectural locations within the APE that were not evaluated for NRHP.  
 

 AL 103 is located at 11252 Zerkle Road (Appendix C: Map Sheet D). The auditor indicates that this 
property contains a bungalow type residence constructed in 1935. The residence is situated within 
a densely wooded lot about 950 feet south of the right-of-way. During field investigations, the 
residence was barely visible among the grove of deciduous trees. Auditor information and aerial 
images confirm that the main building measures 28-feet by 26-feet. Attached to the building’s east 
side is an enclosed porch addition. Attached to the east side of the enclosed porch is another 
addition which connects the main house to a garage. The auditor notes that the addition was 
constructed in 1997 and that garages were constructed in 2008 and 2012. With the existing 
vegetation on the parcel, the solar arrays may not be visible; however, without the existing 
vegetation, the solar arrays will be visible at only 950-feet away (Appendix A: Figure 29).   

 AL 109 is located at 22123 State Route (SR) 198 (Appendix C: Map Sheet D). The auditor 
indicates that this property contains a split-level type residence constructed in 1965. The residence 
is situated within a densely wooded lot about 530 feet northwest of the right-of-way. Distance, 
existing vegetation, and intervening buildings will block views from the nearest proposed solar 
arrays which are about 1.4-miles east of AL 109 (Appendix A: Figure 29).  

 AL 452 is located at 3180 S. Grubb Road (Appendix A: Map Sheet I). The auditor indicates that 
this property contains a ranch type residence constructed in 1967. A circa 2008 photograph 
provided by the auditor indicates that the ranch has a mid-century modern design with a flat roof 
and exterior walls clad in vertical wood siding. The residence is situated within a densely wooded 
lot about 1,200-feet west of the public right-of-way. Distance, existing vegetation, and intervening 
buildings will block views from the nearest proposed solar arrays which are about 1.2-miles 
southeast of AL 452 (Appendix A: Figure 29).  

 AL 470 is located at 3333 S. Sunderland Road (Appendix A: Map Sheet I). The auditor indicates 
that this property contains a log cabin constructed in 1961. A circa 2008 photograph provided by 
the auditor indicates that the 1-story cabin has a front-gabled roof which protrudes forward over an 
open porch with a poured concrete deck. The cabin is situated within a densely wooded lot about 
1,200-feet east of the public right-of-way. Distance, existing vegetation, and intervening buildings 
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will block views from the nearest proposed solar arrays which are about 1.4-miles southeast of AL 
470 (Appendix A: Figure 29). 

 
6.4 Conclusions   

In summary, Kramb completed history/architecture field investigations on January 9 and January 16, 2021 
to identify history/architecture resources listed on or eligible for the NRHP which may be impacted by the 
construction of the proposed Birch Solar project. During field investigations, Kramb identified 486 
architectural locations with the APE.  
 
Of the architectural locations identified, Kramb recommends that the following eight locations are 
potentially eligible for the NRHP:  
 

 AUG-00272-03 (AL 55): AUG-00272-03 is recommended eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C 
as a surviving example of the Morrison Patent Wrought Iron Arch Truss Bridge type built by 
Dayton’s Columbia Bridge Works throughout the Midwest in the late 1800s. 

 ALL-00703-06 (AL 135): ALL-00703-06 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a relatively unaltered late-1800s rural church with Gothic Revival elements.  

 ALL-00721-07 (AL 164): ALL-00721-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant representation of the US military’s Quonset type building repurposed in a civilian setting. 

 ALL-00726-07 (AL 198): ALL-00726-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a rural farmstead with a Colonial Revival style residence and a Three Bay 
Barn. 

 ALL-00722-07 (AL 331): ALL-00722-07 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant representation of a single-family residential building with Tudor style elements. 

 ALL-00723-06 (AL 432): ALL-00723-06 is potentially eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a vernacular style, Gabled Ell type farmhouse from the late 1800s. 

 ALL-00724-07 (AL 484): ALL-00724-07 is potentially eligible to the NRHP under Criterion C as a 
significant example of a rural farmstead with a Craftsman style, Dormer Front Bungalow and a 
Three Bay Barn. 

 ALL-00725-07 (AL 485): ALL-00725-07 is recommended potentially eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion C as a unique example of a relatively unaltered residence and outbuildings with a mix of 
stylistic elements. 
 

In addition to the eight architectural locations found potentially eligible as part of this survey, the APE also 
contains the following seven architectural locations previously listed on or determined eligible for the 
NRHP: 
 

 AUG-01724-03 (AL 65) Determination of Eligibility (DOE) 12513 Ritchie Road 
 AUG-01708-02 (AL 118) Fort Amanda Toilet Building 
 AUG-01709-02 (AL 119) Fort Amanda Grill Shelter 
 AUG-01707-02 (AL 120) Fort Amanda Large Picnic Shelter 
 Fort Amanda Cemetery-OGS #777 (AL 121) 
 AUG-01710-02 (AL 122) Fort Amanda Monument; and,  
 Fort Amanda NR #70000484 (AL 123).  
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Furthermore, field investigations identified one potential district within the APE. The initial 
reconnaissance survey indicates that the community of Hume may be a potential historic district eligible for 
the NRHP under Criterion A as a significant representation of a surviving, rural, railroad community possibly 
associated with the oil boom in Allen County. The community of Hume contains 35 architectural 
locations: AL 157-158 and AL 164 through AL 193. However, the scope of this reconnaissance survey 
does not include the determination of district boundaries and the identification of all contributing and non-
contributing resources within a district. Additional research on the community of Hume, its occupants, and 
its relation to or association with the area’s oil industry is necessary in order to fully evaluate significance 
and integrity of buildings within the proposed district.     
 
Of the 486 architectural locations identified within the APE, the following four were not evaluated for 
NRHP because the buildings were not visible from the public right-of-way due to distance and existing 
vegetation: AL 103, AL 109, AL 452, and AL 470.   
 
In conclusion, knowing that the height of the proposed solar arrays shall not exceed ten feet in height and 
the associated fencing shall not exceed seven feet in height, it is anticipated that the following architectural 
locations may be impacted by views of the proposed solar arrays.  
 

 ALL-00726-07 (AL 198): ALL-00726-07 will be in full view of solar arrays proposed for installation 
directly across the street (Appendix A: Figure 22).  

 ALL-00721-07 (AL 164): The nearest proposed solar arrays are about 1,600-feet north of ALL-
00721-07; however, views of the solar arrays to the north shall be blocked by existing, intervening 
residences. But, additional solar arrays are proposed about 2,400-feet west of ALL-00721-07. 
There are no intervening buildings to block views of these solar arrays west of ALL-00721-07 
(Appendix A: Figure 21). 

 Potential District, Community of Hume (AL 157-158 and AL 164 through AL 193): Regardless 
of specifically identified boundaries, any identified historic district within the limits of Hume will have 
views of proposed solar arrays (Appendix A: Figure 28). Solar arrays are proposed in agricultural 
fields about 0.45-mile west of Hume, 0.13-mile north of Hume, and 0.52-mile east of Hume.  

 ALL-00703-06 (AL 135): Existing wooded lots at the northwest corner of this nearest proposed 
solar arrays should limit views of the arrays from ALL-00703-06. Without the existing trees, ALL-
00703-06 may have views of the solar arrays, although views will be minimized by the intervening 
3,000 feet (Appendix A: Figure 18). 

 
Birch Solar 1, LLC will work with the Ohio State Historic Preservation Office to ensure installation of 
appropriate fencing and vegetative screening that properly shields solar arrays and minimizes visual 
impacts to potentially eligible resources.  
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Figure 1: Showing the approximate project location within Allen County and Auglaize County, Ohio of the proposed Birch  

Lima Solar Panel Farm (Inset showing the location of Allen County and Auglaize County within the State of Ohio) 
 

Base Map Source: Official Transportation Map (Ohio Department of Transportation, 2019) 
 

Approximate Project Location 



 
Figure 2: Portion of the USGS 7.5-Minute Series (Topographic) Cridersville, Ohio Quadrangle (1961, Photo-Revised 1983) highlighting construction areas for the proposed Birch Lima Solar Panel Farm 

 



 
Figure 3: Aerial image highlighting construction areas for the proposed Birch Lima Solar Panel Farm 



 
Figure 4: SHPO GIS mapping showing previously documented resources within a 1-mile radius of the proposed Birch Lima Solar Panel Farm 
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Figure 5: SHPO GIS mapping showing previously documented resources within a 2-mile radius of the proposed Birch Lima Solar Panel Farm 
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Figure 6: SHPO GIS mapping showing previously documented resources within a 5-mile radius of the proposed Birch Lima Solar Panel Farm 
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Figure 7: View shed map for the proposed Birch Lima Solar Panel Farm 

 



 
 

 
Figure 8: Aerial image showing the approximate area of potential effect (APE) in relation to the project construction areas plus a buffer with a 2-mile radius 

 
Base Map Source: Ohio State Historic Preservation Office Geographic Information Systems, https://gis.oshpo.org/  
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Figure 9: Portions of USGS topographic quadrangles showing the approximate area of potential effect (APE) in portions of Allen County, Shawnee Township and Auglaize County Logan and Duchouquet Townships 

 
Base Map Source: USGS 15-Minute Series (Topographic) Lima, Ohio Quadrangle (1906, reprint 1943) and USGS 15-Minute Series (Topographic) Spencerville, Ohio Quadrangle (1911, reprint 1942) 
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Figure 10: Portion of the Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880) showing Shawnee Township sections within the APE
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Figure 11: Portion of the Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880) showing the community  

of Hume within the APE 
 



 
 
 

 
Figure 12: Portion of the Atlas of Allen County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Harrison 1880) showing Amanda Township sections within the APE 
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Figure 13: Portion of the Atlas of Auglaize County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Howland 1880) showing Duchouquet Township sections within the APE 
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Figure 14: Portion of the Atlas of Auglaize County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Howland 1880)  

showing the community of Cridersville within the APE 
 



 
Figure 15: Portion of the Atlas of Auglaize County, Ohio: From Records & Original Surveys (Howland 1880)  

showing Logan Township sections within the APE 
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Figure 16: Image showing the location of Fort Amanda and its associated resources in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 
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Figure 17: Image showing the location of the nearest proposed solar arrays to AUG-01724-03 (AL 65),  

AUG-00272-03 (AL 55) and the OGS #759 Crawford-Romshe-Wheeler Cemetery (AL 59) 
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Figure 18: Image showing the location of ALL-00703-06 (AL 135) in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 

ALL-00703-06 (AL 135) 



 
Figure 19: Image showing the location of the nearest proposed solar arrays to the NRHP Griffith Breese Farm,  

AUG-00031-07, ALL-00501-07, and the OGS #215 Shawnee Cemetery 
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Figure 20: Image showing the location of OGS #216 St. Matthews Lutheran Cemetery (AL 294) in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 
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Figure 21: Image showing the location of ALL-00721-07 (AL 164) in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 

 
 
 
 

ALL-00721-07 (AL 164) 



 
 

 
Figure 22: Image showing the location of ALL-00726-07 (AL 198) in relation to the surrounding solar arrays 

 

ALL-00726-07 (AL 198) 



 

 
Figure 23: Image showing the location of ALL-00722-07 (AL 331) in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays

ALL-00722-07 (AL 331) 



 
 
 
 

 
Figure 24: Image showing the location of ALL-00723-06 (AL 432) in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 

ALL-00723-06 (AL 432) 



 

 
Figure 25: Image showing the nearest proposed solar arrays to ALL-00724-07 (AL 484) and ALL-00725-07 (AL 485)
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Figure 26: Portion of the USGS 15-Minute Series (Topographic) Lima, Ohio Quadrangle (1906, reprint 1943)  

showing the community of Hume in Allen County, Shawnee Township 
 

 
Figure 27: Allen County Auditor map (2020) showing the community of Hume in Allen County, Shawnee Township  
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Figure 28: Image showing the community of Hume in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 
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Figure 29: Image showing the unevaluated architectural locations (AL 103, 109, 452 & 470) in relation to the nearest proposed solar arrays 
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APPENDIX B: Ohio Historic Inventory Forms 
 

 

































Ohio Historic Inventory Forms within a 2-mile Radius 
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Ohio Historic Inventory Forms within a 5-mile Radius 
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