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{¶ 1} Arche Energy Project, LLC (Arche) is a person as defined in R.C. 4906.01.  

{¶ 2} R.C. 4906.04 provides that no person shall construct a major utility facility in 

the state without first obtaining a certificate for the facility from the Ohio Power Siting Board 

(Board).  In seeking a certificate, an applicant must comply with the filing requirements 

outlined in R.C. 4906.06, as well as Ohio Adm.Code Chapters 4906-2 through 4906-4. 

{¶ 3} On March 9, 2020, the governor signed Executive Order 2020-01D (Executive 

Order), declaring a state of emergency in Ohio to protect the well-being of Ohioans from the 

dangerous effects of COVID-19.  As described in the Executive Order, state agencies are 

required to implement procedures consistent with recommendations from the Department 

of Health (DOH) to prevent or alleviate the public health threat associated with COVID-19.  

Additionally, all citizens are urged to heed the advice of the DOH regarding this public 

health emergency in order to protect their health and safety.  The Executive Order was 

effective immediately and will remain in effect until the COVID-19 emergency no longer 

exists.  The DOH is making COVID-19 information, including information on preventative 

measures, available via the internet at coronavirus.ohio.gov/.  

{¶ 4} On July 30, 2020, Arche filed an application with the Board for a certificate of 

environmental compatibility and public need to construct a 107 megawatt solar-powered 

electric generation facility in Fulton County, Ohio. Arche filed a supplement to the 

application on September 11, 2020. 

{¶ 5} On October 30, 2020, the administrative law judge (ALJ) issued an Entry 

establishing the effective date of Arche’s application as October 30, 2020.  The Entry also set 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/
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forth the procedural schedule to govern this proceeding, including a January 26, 2021 public 

hearing and an evidentiary hearing on February 17, 2021.  The ALJ advised that the Board 

would accept petitions to intervene up to 30 days following the service of the notice required 

by Ohio Adm.Code 4906-3-09 or by December 11, 2020, whichever was later, and directed 

Board Staff to file its report of investigation by January 11, 2021; parties to file a list of issues 

they may pursue in the cross-examination of witnesses by January 22, 2021; Arche to file 

expert and factual testimony by February 5, 2021; Staff and intervenors to file expert and 

factual testimony by February 11, 2021; and any stipulation entered into by any of the parties 

to be filed no later than noon on February 16, 2021. 

{¶ 6} On December 9, 2020, the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) filed a motion 

to intervene pursuant to Ohio Adm.Code 4906-2-12.  As a non-profit organization 

representing rural and agricultural interests at the state and local level, including Fulton 

County, OFBF asserts that it has a real and substantial interest in this matter that is not 

represented by the existing parties.  OFBF also states that its involvement will contribute to 

a just and expeditious resolution of the issues presented and will not unduly delay the 

proceedings or prejudice an existing party.  Neither Arche nor Staff filed a memorandum 

contra the motion to intervene.  Upon review, the ALJ finds that OFBF’s motion to intervene 

meets the requirements set forth in Ohio Adm.Code 4906-2-12, is reasonable, and should be 

granted. 

{¶ 7} Staff filed its report of investigation on January 11, 2021. 

{¶ 8} On January 22, 2021, Arche filed a list of issues for cross-examination. 

{¶ 9} The public hearing was conducted as scheduled on January 26, 2021.   

{¶ 10} Pursuant to the ALJ’s October 30, 2020 Entry, the adjudicatory hearing in this 

matter will commence on February 17, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. EST.  Due to the continued state 

of emergency, the adjudicatory hearing will be conducted via Webex, which allows the 

parties to participate remotely through video technology and allows interested members of 
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the public to attend either through Webex or by telephone.  Access information for counsel 

to participate in the evidentiary hearing will be sent to his or her email address of record.  

Witnesses for the parties should register to participate in the Webex event via the link 

provided below.  

{¶ 11} Any person interested in attending the hearing as a non-party can access the 

hearing using the link http://bit.ly/20-979-EVH and entering the password OPSB, or by 

dialing 1-408-418-9388 and entering 173 355 2434 as the event number.  Just as in hearings 

held in person before the Board, non-parties attending the evidentiary hearing via telephone 

or Webex will be able to observe the proceedings but will not be able to actively participate.  

{¶ 12} It is, therefore, 

{¶ 13} ORDERED, That OFBF’s motion to intervene be granted as stated in 

Paragraph 6.  It is, further, 

{¶ 14} ORDERED, That non-party individuals interested in attending the February 

17, 2021 evidentiary hearing via the internet register to do so by following the instructions 

provided in Paragraph 11.  Non-party individuals who wish to attend the hearing via 

telephone may also do so according to the instructions provided in Paragraph 11.  It is, 

further, 

{¶ 15} ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served upon all parties of record. 

 THE OHIO POWER SITING BOARD  
  
  
 /s/Patricia A. Schabo  
 By: Patricia A. Schabo 
  Administrative Law Judge  
 
JRJ/hac 
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