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BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S JUNE 17, 2020 RESPONSES TO  

STAFF’S JUNE 15, 2020 DATA REQUESTS 

In the Matter of the Application of   ) 
Big Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate )  Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 
of Environmental Compatibility and   ) 
Public Need  ) 

1. According to page 98 of the Application, three structures (one residence, one barn, and 
one shed) may be removed for construction and operation of the facility. Please provide 
the location of these structures. 

Response:  These structures are on the Phillippi property south of Big Plain Circleville 

Rd.  The real estate agreement for this property is now executed and does not include the 

area with these structures; the project will not remove the structures. 

2. According to page 7 of the Application, the project proposes up to 1.6 miles of overhead 
collection line, the typical alternative for collection lines is underground.  Please provide 
a cost comparison for the overhead collection line versus underground. 

Response:  The cost savings is yet unknown as the project has not requested nor received 

a formal proposal for the design and construction on the collector lines.  This will occur 

as part of the EPC process to occur as early as 2021.   

3. According to page 7 of the Application, the project proposes up to 1.6 miles of overhead 
collection line.  The shapefiles seem to only show approximately 1.2 miles of overhead 
collection line, please explain or confirm the proposed length. 

Response:  The total length of overhead lines is 1.6 miles.  Possibly the 1.2 mile count is 

a result of counting the 5 lines that are going into the collector substation only once.
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BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S JUNE 19, 2020 RESPONSES TO  

STAFF’S JUNE 12, 2020 DATA REQUESTS 

In the Matter of the Application of   ) 
Big Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate )  Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 
of Environmental Compatibility and   ) 
Public Need  ) 

1. Please detail the status of all cultural resources studies for this project. Include 
history/architecture and archaeology studies. Please include dates. 

 Literature or desktop review: 

 Work plan submitted and approved by OHPO: 

 Actual field studies history/architecture: 

 Actual field/pedestrian studies archaeology: 

 Any additional studies (Phase I, etc. needed): 

 Study results/reports compiled: 

 OHPO concurrence or coordination:  

Response:   

 Literature or desktop review: A desktop review of cultural resources was 
conducted to support the application and included as Appendix E to Exhibit I.  
The review is dated November 21, 2019 

 Work plan submitted and approved by OHPO: The Applicant met with the OHPO 
May 2, 2019 to present a survey plan and to discuss the project and the 
Applicant’s proposed process for the completion of the Phase I Cultural Study, 
including field work.  At the meeting, OHPO indicated agreement with the 
process and plan proposed by the Applicant.  The Applicant has not yet submitted 
or requested approval of a formal work plan from OHPO. 

 Actual field studies history/architecture: The Applicant is currently reviewing a 
draft architecture study and anticipates finalizing this study no later than 
September 4, 2020.   

 Actual field/pedestrian studies archaeology: Field work for a Phase I Cultural 
Study is currently being conducted.  Estimated completion of this field work is 
July 31, 2020 with study reports being finalized September 4, 2020. 

 Any additional studies (Phase I, etc. needed):  No additional studies beyond the 
architecture study and Phase I Cultural Study are anticipated at this time. 

 Study results/reports compiled:  The Applicant is currently reviewing the draft 
architecture study.  The Applicant is also awaiting the draft Phase I Cultural 
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Study report which is expected to be issued on September 4, 2020, following the 
completion of field work. 

 OHPO concurrence or coordination: The Applicant met with the OHPO to present 
a survey plan and to discuss the project on May 2, 2019.  The Applicant will work 
with OHPO to obtain concurrence after finalization of the Phase I Cultural Study 
and architecture study. 
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BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S JULY 29, 2020 RESPONSES TO  

STAFF’S JULY 24, 2020 DATA REQUESTS 

In the Matter of the Application of   ) 
Big Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate  )   Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 
of Environmental Compatibility and   ) 
Public Need  ) 

1. Please send us a copy of the plan referenced in the application (p.117 paragraph 3).

Response:  Please see the attached document titled “Preliminary Hydrology 
Report Madison Solar Energy Project” and dated January 2020.

2. In addition to the drainage plan please also provide:

o How non-participating adjacent parcels owners are engaged for determining the 
location of drainage mains.

Response: As noted at page 116 of the Application, the Applicant will work 
with county and townships to identify drainage mains in the Project Area and 
replace the mains, which will avoid potential impacts.  The Applicant also 
intends to engage adjacent parcel owners through direct communications 
(telephone or mail) to obtain information on the location of drainage mains on 
the adjacent properties, particularly where mains cross property boundaries.

o Once the new mains are installed, a map of the mains.

Response:  An as-built of new mains can be provided to the OPSB Staff upon 
completion of construction.

o Complaint resolution process – what steps will be taken if a non-participating 
adjacent parcel owner claims pooling on their property is due to drain main 
damage on project leased land.

Response:  As noted in the Application at page 32, a complaint resolution 
procedure will be implemented to ensure that any complaints regarding 
Facility construction or operation are adequately investigated and resolved. 
Once construction begins, a hotline will be set up to receive and formally 
document all complaints, which will then be investigated by onsite Facility 
staff. At least seven days prior to the start of construction, the Applicant will 
notify affected property owners and tenants of the approved Complaint 
Resolution Plan and other sources of information about the Facility.  

Any adjacent landowner with complaints about project construction or 
operation (including any claims of pooling due to main damage) may utilize the 
complaint resolution process.  The Complaint Resolution Plan was included in 
the Application as Exhibit N.  
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In the Matter of the Application of Big ) 

Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate of ) 

Environmental Compatibility and ) Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 

Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered  ) 

Electric Generation Facility in Madison ) 

County, Ohio ) 

BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S DECEMBER 7, 2020 RESPONSE 

TO STAFF’S DECEMBER 7, 2020 DATA REQUEST # 27 

 

Ecological Impacts/Environmental Permitting 

 

27.  As a follow up to the response to question 15, are the farmed wetlands jurisdictional to 

the OEPA under the isolated wetland permitting? 

 

Response:  Yes the farmed wetlands are jurisdictional to the OEPA under the isolated 

wetland permit. We met OEPA and USACE in a joint site visit to discuss the project and 

wetland permitting requirements. We have remained in contact with these two agencies 

regarding wetland permitting. 
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In the Matter of the Application of Big ) 
Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate of ) 
Environmental Compatibility and ) Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 
Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered  ) 
Electric Generation Facility in Madison ) 
County, Ohio ) 

BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S DECEMBER 7, 2020 SUPPLEMENTAL RESPONSE 
TO STAFF’S NOVEMBER 20, 2020 DATA REQUEST #8 

Setbacks 

8. Please provide a large-scale aerial map that depicts all inhabited residential dwellings 
adjacent to the project area that have a direct, unobstructed line-of-sight view to the project 
boundaries.  Identify on the map which receptors are participating and non-participating, 
as well as any nearby roads and highways.   

Response:  The attached map accounts for topography and screening elements such as 
structures and vegetation that at least partially screen views of the proposed project.  This 
analysis was based on the existing conditions of the area surrounding the proposed project 
and no assumptions were made regarding future land use or screening measures.  
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In the Matter of the Application of Big ) 
Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate of ) 
Environmental Compatibility and ) Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 
Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered  ) 
Electric Generation Facility in Madison ) 
County, Ohio ) 

BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S DECEMBER 11, 2020 RESPONSE 
TO STAFF’S NOVEMBER 20, 2020 DATA REQUEST # 26 

Electric gird interconnection, OAC 4906-4-05(B) 

26.  Would capacitive reactive compensation be addressed in either the future separate 
application to the OPSB for the gen-tie line/POI switchyard, or the Interconnection 
Service Agreement, or the Interconnection Construction Service Agreement?  

Response:  Capacitive reactive compensation will be addressed in the ISA and ICSA. 
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In the Matter of the Application of Big ) 

Plain Solar, LLC for a Certificate of ) 

Environmental Compatibility and ) Case No. 19-1823-EL-BGN 

Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered  ) 

Electric Generation Facility in Madison ) 

County, Ohio ) 

BIG PLAIN SOLAR, LLC’S DECEMBER 17, 2020 RESPONSE 

TO STAFF’S DECEMBER 11, 2020 DATA REQUEST # 27-28 

 

Decommissioning 

 

28. Appendix A (Reclamation Cost Estimate) from Exhibit O was not included in the 

Application.  Please provide Appendix A (Reclamation Cost Estimate). 

 

 Response:  Appendix A has not been prepared at this time as per the Decommissioning 

Plan, Exhibit O, the estimate will not be required until the 10 year of each lease’s term.  

See the language from Exhibit O below. 

 

29. What is the estimated total cost to decommission Madison Solar Farm excluding the 

salvage value of the solar equipment? 

 

 Response:  As explained further in detail in Exhibit O, Big Plain Solar will provide 

financial assurance in an amount sufficient to ensure restoration of the Project land to its 

previous conditions, to the extent feasible, in accordance with its Reclamation Plan.  

Specifically, six months prior to the beginning of the tenth year of each lease’s term, Big 

Plain Solar will retain an independent demolition contractor with solar experience to 

provide a good faith estimate of the total cost to decommission the Facility including 

restoring any changes made to the property (the “Reclamation Estimate”). The 

Reclamation Estimate will not include an offset for the salvage value of the Facility.  
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