
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE OHIO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE AND YELLOWBUD 

SOLAR, LLC REGARDING THE YELLOWBUD SOLAR PROJECT IN 
ROSS COUNTY AND PICKAWAY COUNTY, OHIO 

WHEREAS, on July 21, 2020, Yellowbud H^[Pa' BB: %jLT[[^fQdSk& submitted an application for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need in Case No. 20-0972-EL-BGN 
%j:TacXUXRPcTk& Ua^\ cWT EWX^ F^fTa HXcX]V 9^PaS %j9^PaSk&' P]S X]cT]Sb c^ operate the Yellowbud Solar 
Project %jFa^YTRck&, an up to 274 MW solar-powered electric generating facility to be located in Union 
and Deerfield townships in Ross County, and Wayne and Deer Creek townships in Pickaway County; and 

WHEREAS, a Phase I Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey and Report and a Phase 1 History 
Architecture Reconnaissance Survey and Report were completed %R^[[TRcXeT[h' cWT jGT_^acbk&; and 

WHEREAS, Yellowbud and the EWX^ HcPcT ?Xbc^aXR FaTbTaePcX^] EUUXRT %jSHPOk& established an Area 
^U F^cT]cXP[ <UUTRcb %j8F<k& U^a cWT Survey to include the area of potential ground disturbance and any 
property that may be physically altered or destroyed by the Project, as well as a visual radius around the 
Project for visual impacts; and 

WHEREAS the Reports identified cultural resources of archaeological or architectural significance; and 

WHEREAS, the Minear-Shanton Cemetery (OGS ID 10656), and 2 archaeological sites (Ohio 
Archaeological Inventory Site No. 33-RO-1557 and 33-RO-1219) were identified within the boundaries 
of the Project and determined through SHPO consultation to be potentially eligible for the NRHP; and 

WHEREAS, ten architectural resources were identified within the visual APE of the Project 
through the Survey (Ohio Historic Inventory Ref. Nos. ROS0097203, ROS0096203, ROS0096503, 
ROS0096803, ROS0096403, ROS0096903, ROS0087101, PIC0012512, ROS0087001, and 
PIC0086812), which have been determined as individually eligible for listing in the NRHP; and 

WHEREAS, nine of the ten resources were preliminarily identified in the Phase 1 History Architecture 
Reconnaissance Survey and Report as having potential indirect adverse effects due to visual impacts from 
the Project (Ohio Historic Inventory Ref. Nos. ROS0097203, ROS0096203, ROS0096503, ROS0096803, 
ROS0096403, ROS0096903, ROS0087101, PIC0012512, and ROS0087001); and 

WHEREAS, adverse impacts from the Project are not anticipated to resources ROS0096503, 
ROS0096803, ROS0096903, PIC0012512, and ROS0087001 due to their distance from the Project, 
existing vegetation in the direct vicinity of these resource that assist with screening, existing vegetation at 
greater distances from the resources that help to obscure portions of the Projectlb aboveground 
infrastructure from view, and the continued traditional agricultural use of the surrounding landscape; and 

WHEREAS, Yellowbud utilized and made modifications to its existing Landscape Mitigation Plan to 
address visual impacts to resources ROS0097203, ROS0096203, ROS0096403, and ROS0087101 from 
the Project and propose strategies to mitigate adverse impacts, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Lighting Plan developed for the Project, Exhibit B, has minimized impacts to the 
surrounding landscape during nighttime hours; and  

Company Exhibit 6



WHEREAS, Effects and Mitigation Measures for the foregoing resources have been identified as 
Exhibit C; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the SHPO and Yellowbud agree in this Memorandum of Understanding 
%jCEJk& Pb U^[[^fb5

#" RECITALS
The recitals set forth above are incorporated into and are made a part of this MOU.

##" STIPULATIONS

)" The SHPO agrees that the provisions of Exhibit A specific to the foregoing identified resources,
the lighting described in Exhibit B and the resource specific mitigation measures in Exhibit C
adequately address the impacts to the resources identified in the recitals to this MOU.

*" The SHPO and Yellowbud agree that if the Project is constructed, the Project shall be
implemented in accordance with the following Stipulations to account for the effect of the Project
on historic resources.

$" Yellowbud will implement the Landscape Mitigation Plan to mitigate for adverse effects.

%" Fencing will be maintained in good condition throughout the Project.

&" Yellowbud will avoid ground disturbance in the designated avoidance areas for the Minear-
Shanton Cemetery (OGS ID 10656), and 2 archaeological sites (Ohio Archaeological
Inventory Site No. 33-RO-1557 and 33-RO-1219) for construction and operation of the
Project. +<;@A?B2A8<; 54;28;6 D899 14 =90243 09<;6 A74 1<B;30?E <5 A74@4 ?4@<B?24@ =?8<? A<

2<;@A?B2A8<; BA898F8;6 0 ,-. A< 4;@B?4 0C<830;24"

'" The Landscape Mitigation Plan and the Lighting Plan are subject to revision upon
development of the Fa^YTRclb final facility layout subject to the following conditions:

0" Changes to the lighting plan will have no effect to cultural resources, as lighting in all
cases will be downlit, switch and motion activated, or appropriately shielded. No future
submittals of the Lighting Plan to the SHPO are necessary.

1" Should revisions to the Landscape Mitigation Plan occur, vegetative screening shall not
be removed between architectural resources ROS0097203, ROS0096203, ROS0096403,
and ROS0087101 and any of the aboveground Project components. Changes to the
Landscape Mitigation Plan that do not impact views to these resources are not subject to
SHPO review. Any reduction in screening between aboveground project components and
these resources shall not occur unless an amendment to this MOU is executed pursuant to
Section II of this MOU.

###" POST-REVIEW DISCOVERIES
$" In the event that Yellowbud discovers a previously unidentified site within the APE that may

be eligible for listing in the NRHP that would be affected by the Project, Yellowbud shall
promptly stop work in the immediate area of the unidentified site and notify the SHPO within
48 hours of the discovery.  If Yellowbud and SHPO concur that the discovered resource is
eligible for listing in the NRHP, Yellowbud will consult with the SHPO to evaluate measures
that will avoid, minimize, or mitigate any adverse effects. Upon agreement between



Yellowbud and SHPO regarding such measures, Yellowbud shall implement the measures 
and notify the Board through its Staff of the implementation of the measures.  

2. If Yellowbud discovers any human or burial remains during implementation of the project,
Yellowbud shall cease work immediately, notify the SHPO and the Boardlb HcPUU and adhere
to applicable state and federal laws regarding the treatment of human or burial remains.

IV. AMENDMENTS
This MOU may be amended upon the written agreement of the SHPO and Yellowbud. The amendment
will be effective on the date a copy is signed by all signatories unless otherwise stated and agreed to in the
amendment.

V. TERMINATION
If any signatory to this MOU determines that the terms of this MOU will not or cannot be carried out, that
party shall immediately consult with the other party to attempt to develop an amendment per Section II of
this MOU. If within thirty (30) days (or another time period agreed to by all signatories) an amendment
cannot be reached, any signatory may terminate the MOU upon written notification to the other signatory.

VI. DURATION
This MOU is effective upon its execution by both SHPO and Yellowbud and shall remain in effect
leading up to and upon receipt of a Certificate issued by the Board to Yellowbud or any subsequent
transferee. Thereafter, this MOU shall remain in effect until expiration of the Certificate. Should the
9^PaS ST]h LT[[^fQdSlb P__[XRPcX^] U^a P :TacXUXRPcT' cWT] TXcWTa _Pach \Ph terminate this MOU at its
discretion by providing written notice to the other party.

VII. EXECUTION IN COUNTERPARTS
This MOU may be executed in counterparts, with a separate page for each signatory, each of which shall
constitute an original, and all of which shall constitute one and the same agreement. Each party will be
provided a fully executed copy.

[signatures follow on next page] 
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1. Introduction

Yellowbud Solar, LLC (Yellowbud) proposes to construct an up to 274MW solar array (the 

Facility) in Ross County and Pickaway County, Ohio. Yellowbud seeks to be a good neighbor to 

nearby residences through the careful consideration, placement and location of Facility lighting. 

To ensure that nuisance lighting is mitigated for nearby neighbors and to prevent disruption of 

area traffic, Yellowbud has developed the following lighting plan. Yellowbud has developed a 

separate screening plan that will further reduce visibility of the Facility for nearby residents.  

2. Construction Lighting

Lighting during Facility construction is anticipated to be minimal. Construction will occur 

between the hours of 7:00 a.m and 7:00 p.m. or until dusk when sunset occurs after 7:00 

p.m." Limited construction that does not contribute to excess noise at sensitive receptors may 

occur, but is limited in scope. As most construction operations are limited to these hours, 

light pollution to neighboring residents is anticipated to be limited. Construction lighting will 

be necessary near to dawn and dusk, as well as for limited nighttime construction activities 

identified below:   

2.1.1 Equipment 

Equipment with buckets such as backhoes or excavators will have illumination adequate to light 

Non-rotational equipment will typically illuminate 50 feet in 

front and behind and 5 feet to each side of the equipment. Equipment will be affixed with 

standard headlights as well as flood lights. Equipment will regularly be checked to ensure that 

lighting remains in good operational condition. All pieces of equipment will have illuminated 

controls for safe operations.  

2.1.2 Active Work Sites 

Active work sites are defined as any location where construction equipment is operating, 

workers are active, or both. Active work sites will utilize portable and equipment mounted 

lights to safely illuminate the entire work area. To further enhance safety, active work sites will 

have additional illumination in the form of portable lighting described below. Headlights will 

not be the sole means of illumination. 

As work progresses, portable lighting will be moved and adjusted to illuminate the active work 

site. When practicable, both equipment and portable lighting will be oriented to face away 

from roadways or nearby residences. When practicable, portable lighting will be faced 

downward and perpendicular to adjacent roads to decrease impacts to traffic.  

2.1.3 Security Lighting 

Lighting is necessary near Facility equipment to ensure security of construction equipment and 

materials. The contractor will implement security lighting near temporary trailers or near 



Yellowbud Solar, LLC- Lighting Plan Page 3 of 4 

equipment and laydown yards. This lighting will consist of floodlights. Motion activated strobe 

lighting may also be utilized for added security. When practicable, lighting will be oriented away 

from nearby residences or toward the Facility interior. 

3. Lighting During Facility Operations

Lighting necessary for the regular operation of the Facility is limited. Some lighting is necessary 

for safety and security and for efficient facility operations. Lighting will be located at the Facility 

entrances, inverters, O&M building, and substation, as outlined below. The Preliminary Site 

Plan identifies the anticipated location of these features, and a Final Site Plan, to be developed 

prior to construction, will provide the exact placement of these features. While the location of 

these features is subject to refinement, characteristics of the lighting described will remain.  

3.1.1 Facility Entrances 

For safety and security, the Facility will have lighting at each entrance directly inside of the 

fenced and gated boundary. Lighting will be down lit, typical pole height will be ten feet, and 

lighting will be switch and motion activated.  Figure 3-1 notes anticipated Facility lighting at the 

entrances.  

Figure 3-1- Typical Entrance Lighting 

3.1.2 Substation 

Lighting will be installed around the substation for safety and security during operation. 

Lighting at the substation will be operational throughout nighttime hours. Lighting at the 
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substation will be downlit to avoid adverse impacts to traffic or nearby residences. Additional 

lighting will be installed only as necessary to meet national and state code requirements. 

3.1.3 Inverters 

For safety and security, and efficient operations, the Facility will have lighting at each inverter 

location. Lighting will be mounted above the inverter on a mast of no greater than 10 feet in 

height. Lighting will be downlit, motion, and switch activated.  

3.1.4 O&M Building 

For safety and security, and efficient operations, the Facility will have lighting at the O&M 

building. Lighting will be located nearby to the O&M building door. It will be both shielded and 

downlit, and switch as well as motion activated. 

4. Complaint Resolution

Yellowbud is committed to addressing landowner concerns regarding lighting during facility 

construction and operations. Per the complaint resolution program developed for the Facility, 

Yellowbud will have a hotline, website, and form available to address public questions and 

concerns. Yellowbud is willing to work with the public to address their concerns related to 

Facility lighting during construction and operation.  
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