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Bricker & Eckler LLP 
100 South Third Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Office: 614.227.2300 
Fax: 614.227.2390 

Devin D. Parram 
Direct Dial: 614.227.8813 
dparram@bricker.com 
www.bricker.com 
info@bricker.com 

December 11, 2020 

Via Electronic Filing

Ms. Tanowa Troupe 
Docketing Division 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793 

Re: Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”) 
Case No. 14-936-EL-GAG 

Dear Ms. Troupe: 

Please find attached, for filing in the above-referenced docket, SOPEC’s opt-out notice for 
new eligible residential and small business electric customers in SOPEC’s member community of 
Gallipolis.  Electric service provided through this SOPEC opt-out program is expected to begin on 
or about the customer’s February 2021 meter read date(s) and continuing until the June 2023 meter 
read date(s).   

A listing of the SOPEC member electric program communities is set forth in the opt-out 
notice materials filed in this docket.  The mailing is currently scheduled to begin on or about 
December 21, 2020 and the opt-out period is currently scheduled to end on or about January 11, 
2021. 

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Devin D. Parram 

Attachment 

cc: Alla Magaziner-Tempesta (w/Attachment) 
Luke Sulfridge (w/Attachment) 





What is the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“SOPEC”)? SOPEC 

is a non-pro! t regional council of governments, comprised of member 

counties, cities and villages, including your community. SOPEC has 

been certi! ed by the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO”) as a 

governmental electricity aggregator.  

What is the SOPEC Electric Aggregation Program? Under the SOPEC 

Electric Aggregation Program, SOPEC acts on behalf of its electricity 

consumers to select an electricity supply provider who, through the 

power of volume buying, is able to secure electricity at competitive prices. 

The PUCO has taken steps to ensure that Ohio’s competitive electricity 

environment is consumer-friendly. Voters in each of the SOPEC member 

communities (including your community) approved this aggregation program 

and each SOPEC member community also passed an ordinance adopting 

SOPEC’s Electric Aggregation program. SOPEC has selected AEP Energy 

as its preferred electricity supply provider to serve the residents of SOPEC’s 

member communities for a 28-month period, beginning with the February 

2021 meter-read. 

Who is AEP Energy? AEP Energy is a certi! ed Competitive Retail Electric 

Service (CRES) provider and a subsidiary of American Electric Power 

Company, Inc. (AEP). With an of! ce located in Columbus, Ohio, AEP Energy 

sells electricity supply to customers at market-based prices rather than 

regulated rates offered by your local utility.

Why is this an opt-out program? It enables AEP Energy to offer a lower 

group rate based on the community’s size. 

Why did SOPEC select AEP Energy as its provider? SOPEC selected 

AEP Energy because they were able to propose a program that in SOPEC’s 

judgment, offered the best overall value for eligible households and 

businesses in SOPEC communities.

How do I enroll? You don’t have to do anything to enroll. All eligible 

customers will be automatically included in the program unless you choose 

to opt-out. If you opt-out, you will continue to be served by your local 

electric utility’s standard service offer or until you choose an alternative 

electric service provider. However, if you do not respond to this letter, the 

utility will complete the enrollment process. As a part of the enrollment 

process, you will also receive a notice from your local utility, AEP Ohio, 

con!rming your decision to enroll with AEP Energy. Simply review the 

letter - if you are pleased with the SOPEC Electric Aggregation Plan, 

simply ignore that letter. No deposits are required to enroll. 

When will this program start? The SOPEC Electric Aggregation Program 

will begin with the February 2021 meter-read date.

Where do I send payment? You will continue to receive one bill each 

month from your local utility. The amount that you owe to AEP Energy will 

be stated separately on your bill and you will continue to send payments to 

your local utility only. 

What is my price? Beginning with the February 2021 meter-read date, you 

will receive an electricity generation price of 4.731 cents per kWh for four (4) 

months. After the initial four months, future pricing will be determined every 

June for the remainder of the 28-month program.

Is net metering available? We are very excited to announce, for the ! rst 

time ever, net metering is now available to SOPEC customers!  If you 

have onsite generation located on your premise and meet all the eligibility 

requirements, you can qualify for SOPEC’s net metering billing program. 

During any billing cycle if your on-site generation exceeds your consumption, 

you will receive a credit for the excess generation multiplied by the locational 

marginal prices for the hours posted 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. During any billing 

cycle if your on-site generation does not exceed your consumption, you will 

receive a credit for excess consumption multiplied by the applicable program 

price. Please refer to the Terms and Conditions, Section 17, for additional 

information about the net metering program. 

Is budget billing available? A Budget Billing Plan is available for AEP 

Energy’s charges (Generation charges) for residential customers only. The 

Budget Billing Plan levels your monthly payments to even out the seasonal 

highs and lows of your monthly bills. You’ll have more certainty and can 

better manage your electricity expenses. Please visit www.AEPenergy.com 

for more information. Your local utility may also offer a Budget Billing Plan for 

all other charges not related to AEP Energy’s charges.

Can I cancel at any time? Yes, you may cancel without penalty and switch 

to another provider or revert back to the local utility. Should you cancel your 

service with AEP Energy and return to standard offer service with your local 

utility, you may not be served under the same rates, terms, and conditions 

that apply to other utility customers. You also will be provided the ability to 

opt-out every three years without penalty. 

What happens at the end of the program? As the three-year program 

draws to a close, SOPEC can choose to seek bids from AEP Energy or other 

electricity providers in order to negotiate a new program contract on behalf 

of eligible households and businesses. SOPEC can also choose to end the 

program, at which time participants would be noti! ed.  

If I opt out initially, can I choose to join the program at a later date?

Yes, if you opt out initially and change your mind later on, you may join 

by calling AEP Energy at 1-877-726-0214 or by visiting AEPenergy.com/

aggregation.

What happens if I move? If you move to another location within your 

community, you will be able to continue participating in the program. If you 

leave your community, you will no longer be eligible to participate.

What is considered a small commercial business? Any eligible small 

business located in the community that uses less than 700,000 kWh 

annually can participate in the Electric Aggregation Program because 

they are considered to be a non-mercantile customer as de! ned by Ohio 

Administrative Code.

What is AEP Energy Reward Store? As a bene! t of being a part of the 

SOPEC Electric Aggregation Program, residents will earn $25 Reward 

Dollars to use toward a purchase in AEP Energy Reward Store, our one-stop 

online marketplace, where you can conveniently shop for energy-saving 

products! Check out Reward Store at aepenergyrewardstore.com.

Unless you af!rmatively opt-out by January 11, 2021, you will be automatically enrolled if you: a) have an eligible residence or business located in the speci!ed communities receiving electric service from 

AEP Ohio or AEP Energy (in the AEP Ohio service territory) and b) are not enrolled in the PIPP program. Participation in the program is subject to the Terms & Conditions of the Agreement between SOPEC and 

AEP Energy. 1AEP Energy’s price excludes utility distribution and transmission charges and other utility charges and fees. There is no guarantee of savings under the Aggregation Program. You may terminate 

your agreement early without penalty. For more information, call toll free 1-877-726-0214, write to: AEP Energy, PO Box 1415, Columbus, OH 43216, or visit AEPenergy.com.

If you have any additional questions, please 

contact the AEP Energy Customer Care Team 

toll free at 1-877-726-0214,  

Monday – Friday from  

8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and  

Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. EST

Enclosed Terms & Conditions Version: 11.02.20OH_SOP_TRAD_AGG_SC&ResCon           

AEP20.12.11_SOPR13_AGGR_AQ & AEP20.12.11_SOPSC13_AGGR_AQ_1

An Accredited 

Member Since 2009

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
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*0' BR_ AR_R]VZT' D[ N[Q `bOWRPa a\ aUR aR_Z` N[Q P\[QVaV\[` `Ra S\_aU V[
aUV` ]N_NT_N]U N[Q V[
[\aVSVPNaV\[ S_\Z aUR ;:I \S N CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_' 7;E ;[R_Tf dVYY \SSR_
[Ra ZRaR_V[T OVYYV[T N__N[TRZR[a` a\ Pb`a\ZR_` aUNa %7& UNcR V[`aNYYRQ %Na

V[PYbQR ZRaR_V[T aUNa a_NPX` RYRPa_VPVaf N` Va SY\d` V[ RNPU QV_RPaV\[ aU_\bTU
aUR ZRaR_& aUNa R[NOYR` a_NPXV[T \S RYRPa_VPVaf SY\dV[T a\ N[Q S_\Z aUR Y\PNY

QV`a_VObaV\[ `f`aRZ N[Q aUR TR[R_NaV\[ SNPVYVaf%VR`& %R)T)'
`\YN_ ]N[RY`& dVaU N[ ;:I ZRaR_V[T ]\V[a S\_ aUR 9b`a\ZR_ NPP\b[a \[ `bPU
]_RZV`R` V[ N[ N_RN aUNa V` \d[RQ' \]R_NaRQ' \_ YRN`RQ Of `bPU CRa BRaR_V[T
9b`a\ZR_ \_ \[ N P\[aVTb\b` Y\a aUR_Ra\ %RNPU SNPVYVaf N[Q ]_RZV`R`' `bOWRPa

N]]YVPNOYR %e& ;:I V[aR_P\[[RPaV\[ NT_RRZR[a' RYVTVOVYVaf' N[Q*\_ ]_R`P_VORQ
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_R^bV_RZR[a` %V[PYbQV[T aUR ReRPbaV\[ N[Q \[T\V[T P\[aV[bNaV\[ \S N cNYVQYf
V[(RSSRPa V[aR_P\[[RPaV\[ NT_RRZR[a dVaU aUR ;:I&' %f& ;:I _RcVRd
]_\PR``%R`& N[Q _RcVRd _R^bV_RZR[a` \S ;:I _bYR`*aN_VSS` N[Q \S aUR EI9D'
N[Q %g& \aUR_ YNd`' _bYR`' _RTbYNaV\[`' TbVQRYV[R`' N[Q `aN[QN_Q`6 N[Q %-& NYY
\aUR_ _R^bV_RZR[a` N[Q _R]_R`R[aNaV\[` `Ra S\_aU V[ aUR GDE;9 7T_RRZR[a'
V[PYbQV[T aUNa aUR P (P\[`\YVQNaRQ
OVYY(_RNQf OVYYV[T V[T ]_\T_NZ
V[ aUR N]]YVPNOYR ;:I Y\NQ g\[R \_ R^bVcNYR[a ZN_XRa QRYVcR_f ]\V[a
%V[PYbQV[T NcNVYNOVYVaf \S aUR _RYRcN[a ZRaR_V[T V[S\_ZNaV\[ N[Q PNYPbYNaV\[`
N` ]_\cVQRQ Of aUR ;:I& Zb`a OR NcNVYNOYR) 7;E ;[R_Tf dVYY \[Yf R[_\YY N[Q
P\[aV[bR aUR R[_\YYZR[a \S N[f CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ V[ N [Ra ZRaR_V[T
OVYYV[T N__N[TRZR[a aUNa ZRRa` NYY RYVTVOVYVaf _R^bV_RZR[a` %V[PYbQV[T NYY
_R^bV_RZR[a` `Ra S\_aU V[ aUV` ]N_NT_N]U N[Q V[ aUR GDE;9 7T_RRZR[a N[Q
N` `Ra S\_aU V[ NYY _RYRcN[a ;:I _bYR` N[Q aN_VSS` N[Q NYY N]]YVPNOYR YNd`' _bYR`'

_RZNV[V[T a_bR aU_\bTU\ba aUR HR_Z) 7 CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ Zb`a SbYSVYY NYY
7;E ;[R_Tf P\[a_NPabNY N[Q RYVTVOVYVaf _R^bV_RZR[a`' N` QRaR_ZV[RQ Of 7;E
;[R_Tf V[ Va` `\YR QV`P_RaV\[' V[PYbQV[T aUNa `bPU CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ Zb`a
b[P\[QVaV\[NYYf NT_RR V[ Va` [Ra ZRaR_V[T P\[a_NPa dVaU 7;E ;[R_Tf a\ OR

;:I S\_ RePR`` TR[R_NaV\[) 7 CRa BRaR_V
Zb`a OR5 %V& SbRYRQ Of `\YN_' dV[Q' OV\ZN``' YN[QSVYY TN`' \_ UfQ_\]\dR_' \_

]_RZV`R` %N` QR`P_VORQ NO\cR V[ aUV` ]N_NT_N]U&6 N[Q %VVV& \]R_NaRQ V[ ]N_NYYRY

QNaN aUNa aUR ;:I _R]\_a` a\ 7;E ;[R_Tf dVaU _R`]RPa a\ N CRa BRaR_V[T
`bZZN_f QNaN %V)R)' RVaUR_ N `V[TYR b`NTR cNYbR

P\ZOV[V[T P\[`bZ]aV\[ N[Q ]_\QbPaV\[ \_ N `V[TYR b`NTR cNYbR S\_ RNPU \S
P\[`bZ]aV\[ N[Q ]_\QbPaV\[&' aUR[ Z\[aUYf [Ra b`NTR P\[`bZ]aV\[ Qb_V[T
`bPU Z\[aUYf 8VYYV[T 9fPYR ]_R`R[aRQ N` N5 ]\`VaVcR cNYbR %V)R)' `bPU CRa

(`VaR
TR[R_Na

CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ Na aUR N]]YVPNOYR ]_VPR `aNaRQ V[ aUR aNOYR NO\cR
aU _R`]RPa a\ aUR _RYRcN[a ]R_V\Q

Na N[Q*\_ NSaR_ aUR @b[R -+-, ZRaR_ _RNQ QNaR' aUR ]_VPR GDE;9 ]bOYV`UR`
\_ \aUR_dV`R ZNXR` NcNVYNOYR %cVN Va` dRO`VaR [\aVSVPNaV\[&6 N[Q [RTNaVcR

(`VaR TR[R_NaV\[*]_\QbPaV\[ \S
RYRPa_VPVaf RePRRQ` RYRPa_VPVaf P\[`bZ]aV\[' N[f `bPU [RTNaVcR cNYbR ORV[T

Z\[aUYf 8VYYV[T 9fPYR' %7& aUR NZ\b[a \S `bPU ;ePR`` =R[R_NaV\[ Re]_R``RQ
V[ XKU` *.)-(+)('& %/ %8& N ]R_(XKU _NaR R^bNY a\ aUR Z\[aUYf NcR_NTR \S NYY
N]]YVPNOYR FHD*;:I ,'$) -(*' U\b_Yf Y\PNaV\[NY ZN_TV[NY ]_VPR` %ABE`&
]\`aRQ S_\Z 25++ 7)B) a\ 25++ E)B) Qb_V[T aUR 8VYYV[T 9fPYR %`bPU _R`bYaV[T

aUNa aUR ;:I _R]\_a` a\ 7;E ;[R_Tf dVaU _R`]RPa a\ N CRa BRaR_V[T
V[aR_cNY QNaN %V)R)' `V[TYR U\b_Yf b`NTR cNYbR`

P\ZOV[V[T P\[`bZ]aV\[ N[Q ]_\QbPaV\[&' aUR[ Z\[aUYf [Ra b`NTR
P\[`bZ]aV\[ Qb_V[T `bPU Z\[aUYf 8VYYV[T 9fPYR ]_R`R[aRQ N` N5 ]\`VaVcR

af P\[`bZ]aV\[ RePRRQ`
\[(`VaR TR[R_NaV\[*]_\QbPaV\[ \S RYRPa_VPVaf' N[f `bPU ]\`VaVcR cNYbR ORV[T

PUN_TRQ a\ aUR CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ Na aUR N]]YVPNOYR ]_VPR `aNaRQ V[ aUR
aNOYR NO\cR b[Q
_RYRcN[a ]R_V\Q Na N[Q*\_ NSaR_ aUR @b[R -+-, ZRaR_ _RNQ QNaR' aUR ]_VPR
GDE;9 ]bOYV`UR` \_ \aUR_dV`R ZNXR` NcNVYNOYR %cVN Va` dRO`VaR [\aVSVPNaV\[&6
N[Q [RTNaVcR cNYbR %V)R)' `bPU CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\Z (`VaR
TR[R_NaV\[*]_\QbPaV\[ \S RYRPa_VPVaf RePRRQ` RYRPa_VPVaf P\[`bZ]aV\[' N[f

NZ\b[a R^bNY a\' dVaUV[ `bPU Z\[aUYf 8VYYV[T 9fPYR' aUR `bZ \S aUR ]_\QbPa`
\S %7& aUR NZ\b[a \S `bPU U\b_Yf ;ePR`` =R[R_NaV\[ Re]_R``RQ V[ XKU`
*.)-(+)('& %/ %8& aUR ]R_(XKU _NaR R^bNY a\ aUR N]]YVPNOYR FHD*;:I ,'$) -(*'
U\b_Yf Y\PNaV\[NY ZN_TV[NY ]_VPR %ABE`& ]\`aRQ S\_ RNPU N]]YVPNOYR U\b_

Z\[aU \S aUR HR_Z' 7;E ;[R_Tf dVYY ZNXR N a_bR(b] PNYPbYNaV\[ aUNa _RSYRPa`

NTNV[`a =R[R_NaV\[ GR_cVPR N[Q =R[R_NaV\[(FRYNaRQ 9UN_TR` S\_ aUR
( (I]

dVYY P_RQVa N[f ]_RcV\b`Yf b[b`RQ ;ePR`` =R[R_NaV\[ 9_RQVa%`& N]]YVPNOYR a\
aUR ]_V\_ OVYYV[T ]R_V\Q%`&) H\ aUR ReaR[a aUNa `bPU ;ePR`` =R[R_NaV\[
9_RQVa%`& RePRRQ aUR =R[R_NaV\[ GR_cVPR N[Q =R[R_NaV\[(FRYNaRQ 9UN_TR`
QbR' `bPU RePR`` dVYY OR PN__VRQ S\_dN_Q N[Q P_RQVaRQ NTNV[`a Sbab_R
=R[R_NaV\[ GR_cVPR N[Q =R[R_NaV\[(FRYNaRQ 9UN_TR` b[aVY SbYYf QV`PUN_TRQ)
7a aUR R[Q \S aUR HR_Z' VS N CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ UN` N[f b[b`RQ ;ePR``
=R[R_NaV\[ 9_RQVa%`& aUNa UNcR [\a ORR[ \SS`Ra NTNV[`a PUN_TRQ =R[R_NaV\[
GR_cVPR N[Q =R[R_NaV\[(FRYNaRQ 9UN_TR`' `bPU b[b`RQ ;ePR`` =R[R_NaV\[
9_RQVa%`& dVYY OR QV`a_VObaRQ a\ `bPU CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_ V[ aUR S\_Z \S N
PURPX \_ TVSa PN_Q' `bOWRPa a\ %V& N]]YVPNOYR YNd N[Q N[f aNe _R]\_aV[T
_R^bV_RZR[a` N[Q %VV
_R^bR`aRQ S_\Z `bPU CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_' V[PYbQV[T aUR I)G) ?[aR_[NY
FRcR[bR GR_cVPR <\_Z K(4' N` N]]YVPNOYR) <\_ aUR Nc\VQN[PR \S Q\bOa' %e&
CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_` dVYY [\a OR P_RQVaRQ \_ _RVZOb_`RQ S\_ N[f Nc\VQRQ
:V`a_VObaV\[ GR_cVPR' H_N[`ZV``V\[ GR_cVPR' \_ \aUR_ C\[(Of]N``NOYR baVYVaf
PUN_TR` N[Q SRR`' QRZN[Q(_RYNaRQ \_ PN]NPVaf(_RYNaRQ PUN_TR`' \_ YV[R
Y\``R`' N[PVYYN_f `R_cVPR`' _R[RdNOYR ]\_aS\YV\ `aN[QN_Q` %FEG&' \_ aNeR`6 %f&
_R[RdNOYR R[R_Tf P_RQVa` %F;9`& N``\PVNaRQ dVaU N CRa BRaR_V[T

9b`a\ZR_6 N[Q %g& 7;E ;[R_Tf `UNYY ]R_S\_Z NYY PNYPbYNaV\[` b[QR_ aUV`
]N_NT_N]U b`V[T P\ZZR_PVNYYf _RN`\[NOYR ZRaU\Q\Y\TVR`) ?[ aUR RcR[a aUNa

N_R aR_ZV[NaRQ \_ PUN[TRQ V[ N[f ZN[[R_ ]_V\_ a\ aUR R[Q \S aUR HR_Z' 7;E
;[R_Tf %Na Va` \]aV\[' V[ Va` `\YR QV`P_RaV\[' N[Q b]\[ d_VaaR[ [\aVPR a\ _RYRcN[a
CRa BRaR_V[T 9b`a\ZR_`& ZNf RVaUR_ %,& QV`P\[aV[bR ReV`aV[T [Ra ZRaR_V[T
N__N[TRZR[a`' dVaU\ba ]R[NYaf a\ RVaUR_ 7;E ;[R_Tf \_ aUR CRa BRaR_V[T
9b`a\ZR_`' \_ %-& NZR[Q ReV`aV[T [Ra ZRaR_V[T N__N[TRZR[a` a\ aUR ReaR[a
[RPR``N_f a\ ZNXR aURZ cNYVQ dUVYR `aVYY TVcV[T RSSRPa a\ aUR V[aR[a \S aUR
]N_aVR` a\ aUR GDE;9 7T_RRZR[a)
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