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BEFORE 
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

 
In the Matter of the Commission’s Re-
view of its Rules of Chapters 4901:1-
17 and 4901:1-18 of the Ohio Admin-
istrative Code. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

 
Case No. 19-0052-AU-ORD 

 
  

 
APPLICATION FOR REHEARING OF 

COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 
  

 
Pursuant to R.C. 4903.10 and Ohio Adm.Code 4901-1-35, Columbia Gas of 

Ohio, Inc. (“Columbia”) respectfully files this Application for Rehearing of the 
Commission’s November 4, 2020 Finding and Order issued in the above-captioned 
proceeding.  

Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-18-16(E) – (G) 

The Finding and Order adopted rule changes to the Graduate PIPP Plus 
Program. In the revised Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-18-16(E) – (G), customers partici-
pating in the Graduate PIPP Plus Program have fourteen months to make twelve 
installments under the Graduate PIPP Plus Program. While Columbia supports 
the Commission’s initiative to ensure that customers have the ability to participate 
in the Graduate PIPP Plus Program over an extended period of time, Columbia is 
requesting clarification of this rule on a few points.   

First, Columbia requests clarification upon when the 14-month payment cy-
cle begins. Columbia enrolls customers in the Graduate PIPP Plus Program when 
the eligible customer calls the Ohio Development Services Administration to en-
roll in the program. This timing can happen months after a customer has ended 
the PIPP Plus Program.   

Second, Columbia seeks clarification upon when is a customer in default on 
the Graduate PIPP Plus Program.  For example, if a customer misses a payment in 
months five and six, does this mean the customer is current on the Graduate PIPP 
Plus Program because the customer has fourteen months to pay twelve install-
ments?  Columbia also seeks clarification on the actual billing of the twelve-month 
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installments.  If a customer misses a payment or two, is that missed payment 
added to the arrearage?  

Third, Columbia seeks clarification on when forgiveness is given for cus-
tomers in the revised Graduate PIPP Plus Program.  For example, if a customer 
misses a payment in the tenth month of the program and pays the current balance 
due in the eleventh month, how would a utility company apply arrearage for-
giveness?  Likewise, if a customer makes twelve installment payments in twelve 
months, does a utility forgive all fourteen months, even if the customer has com-
pleted the Graduate PIPP Plus Program requirements early?  Columbia is unsure 
whether this forgiveness is applied to the current payment plan installment or on 
the total balance due on the bill because the customer has fourteen months to pay 
off charges on the Graduate PIPP Plus Program. 

Finally, Columbia seeks clarification to determine when a disconnection for 
nonpayment may be initiated.  In Ohio Adm.Code 4901:1-18-16(G), a gas company 
must wait fourteen months prior to disconnecting for nonpayment.  If a customer 
enrolls in the Graduate PIPP Plus Program but fails to make any payments, must 
a gas company wait until the end of the 14-month period prior to disconnecting a 
customer? 

Columbia appreciates and supports the Commission’s initiative to provide 
additional time for Graduate PIPP Plus customers to pay back eligible arrearages, 
and Columbia requests the Commission to provide clarity to this rule. 

 



 3 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

/s/ Joseph M. Clark     
Joseph M. Clark  
 
Joseph M. Clark, Asst. Gen. Counsel 
(0080711) (Counsel of Record) 
Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. 
290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 
P.O. Box 117 
Columbus, OH 43216-0117 
Telephone:   (614) 460-6988 
Email:  josephclark@nisource.com 
 
(Willing to accept service by e-mail) 
  
Attorney for  
COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC.

  

mailto:josephclark@nisource.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio’s e-filing system will electronically 
serve notice of the filing of this document on the parties referenced on the service 
list of the docket card who have electronically subscribed to the case. In addition, 
the undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing document is also be-
ing served via electronic mail on the 4th day of December, 2020, upon the parties 
listed below. 
 
      /s/ Joseph M. Clark     
      Joseph M. Clark 
 
      Attorney for 
      COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 
 
 

SERVICE LIST 
 

Ellis Jacobs 
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. 
130 W. Second St., Suite 700 East 
Dayton, Ohio 45402 
E-mail: ejacobs@ablelaw.org 
 

Joseph P. Meissner 
Joseph Patrick Meissner and Associates 
Citizens Coalition 
2234 West Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44102 
E-mail: meissnerjoseph@yahoo.com 

  
David C. Rinebolt 
Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
P.O. Box 1793 
Findlay, Ohio 45839-1793 
E-mail: drinebolt@opae.org 

Anne Reese 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
121 East Walnut Street 
Jefferson, Ohio 44047 
E-mail: amreese@lasclev.org 

  
Melissa B. Linville 
Legal Aid Society of Columbus 
1108 City Park Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43206 
E-mail: mlinville@columbuslegalaid.org 
 

Bethany Allen 
Joseph Oliker 
IGS Energy 
6100 Emerald Parkway 
Dublin, Ohio 43016 
E-mail: Bethany.allen@igs.com 
 Joe.oliker@igs.com 
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Ohio Consumers’ Counsel 
65 East State Street, 7th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-4213 
E-mail: 
amy.botschner.obrien@occ.ohio.gov 
david.bergmann@occ.ohio.gov 

Andrew J. Campbell 
Dominion Energy, Inc. 
21 East State Street, Suite 911 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
E-mail: j.campbell@dominionenergy.com 
 

  
Ashley R. Butler 
Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati 
215 E. Ninth Street, Suite 200 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
E-mail: abutler@lascinti.org 

Susan Jagers 
Ohio Poverty Law Center 
1108 City Park Avenue, Suite 200 
Columbus, Ohio 43206 
Email: sjagers@ohiopovertylaw.org 

  
Michael Walters 
Pro Seniors, Inc. 
7162 Reading Road, Suite 1150 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
E-mail: mwalters@proseniors.org 

Peggy Lee 
Southeastern Ohio Legal Services 
964 East State Street 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
E-mail: plee@oslsa.org 

  
Christen M. Blend 
Steven N. Nourse 
American Electric Power Corporation 
1 Riverside Plaza, 29th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
E-mail: cmblend@aep.com 
  stnourse@aep.com 

Michael J. Schuler 
The Dayton Power and Light Company 
1065 Woodman Drive 
Dayton, Ohio 45432 
E-mail: Michael.schuler@aes.com 
 

  
Christopher T. Kennedy 
Lucas Fykes 
Whitt Sturtevant LLP 
The Keybank Building 
88 East Broad Street, Suite 1590 
E-mail: kennedy@whitt-sturtevant.com 
  fykes@whitt-sturtevant.com 
  
 

Rocco O. D’Ascenzo 
Jeanne W. Kingery 
Larisa M. Vaysman 
Duke Energy Business Services LLC 
139 E. Fourth Street, 1303 Main 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
E-mail: Rocco.DAscenzo@duke-energy.com 

Jeanne.Kingery@duke-energy.com 
 Larisa.Vaysman@duke-energy.com 
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Emily V. Danford 
FirstEnergy Service Company 
Ohio Edison Company, The Cleveland 
Electric Company, and The Toledo Edi-
son Company 
76 South Main Street 
Akron, Ohio 44308 
E-mail: edanford@firstenergycorp.com 
 
Robert Dove 
Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy 
Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter L.P.A. 
65 East State Street, Suite 1800 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
rdove@keglerbrown.com 
 

Via U.S. Mail, postage paid to: 
Colette R. Harrell 
The Breathing Association 
1520 Old Henderson Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43220 
 

 

mailto:edanford@firstenergycorp.com
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