
 

 1 5 0  E .  G A Y  S T R E E T ,  2 4 T H  F L O O R  
C O L U M B U S ,  O H   4 3 2 1 5 - 3 1 9 2  
T E L E P H O N E :   ( 6 1 4 )  7 4 4 - 2 5 7 0  
F A C S I M I L E :   ( 8 4 4 )  6 7 0 - 6 0 0 9  
h t t p : / / w w w . d i c k i n s o n w r i g h t . c o m  

C H R I S T I N E  M . T .  P I R I K  
C p i r i k @ d i c k i n s o n w r i g h t . c o m  
O F F I C E :   ( 6 1 4 )  5 9 1 - 5 4 6 1  

 

 

 A R I Z O N A  C A L I F O R N I A  F L O R I D A  K E N T U C K Y  M I C H I G A N  

N E V A D A  O H I O   T E N N E S S E E   T E X A S   T O R O N T O   W A S H I N G T O N  D C  

November 18, 2020 
 

Ms. Tanowa Troupe, Acting Secretary 
Ohio Power Siting Board 
Docketing Division 
180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio  43215-3793 
 

Re:
  

Case No. 20-1605-EL-BGN 
In the Matter of the Application of Birch Solar, LLC for a Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to Construct a Solar-Powered 
Electric Generation Facility in Allen and Auglaize Counties, Ohio. 
 
Proof of Publication for Public Information Meetings  

Dear Ms. Troupe: 

 Attached please find a copy of the proof of publication indicating that the notices of the public 
information meetings were published in the Lima News and the Wapakoneta Daily News, newspapers 
of general circulation in Allen and Auglaize County, Ohio. 

 The public information meetings will be held on Friday, November 20, 2020 and Monday, 
November 23, 2020, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., via a live phone question and answer session on the 
project.  
    
      Respectfully submitted, 
       
      /s/ Christine M.T. Pirik 

Christine M.T. Pirik (0029759) 
(Counsel of Record) 
William V. Vorys (0093479) 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
150 East Gay Street, Suite 2400 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Phone: (614) 591-5461 
Email: cpirik@dickinsonwright.com  
 wvorys@dickinsonwright.com  
(Counsel agrees to receive service by email.) 

      Attorneys for Birch Solar, LLC   
cc: Jon Pawley 
 Jim O’Dell        
 
4821-0483-2464 v2 [92234-1] 
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Notice of
Public Information Meeting for
Proposed Major Utility Facility

Birch Solar, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Lightsource bp, scheduled virtual public informational meetings for Friday, November 20, 2020, and Monday, November 23, 
2020, Shawnee Township, Allen County, Ohio, and Duchouquet and Logan Townships, Auglaize County, Ohio. The facility will be sited on approximately 2,600 acres and have 
a maximum total generating capacity of up to 300 megawatts. The purpose of the facility is to generate electricity to PJM. Construction is anticipated to begin as early as fourth 
quarter 2021, resulting in commercial operations in second quarter 2023. A map showing the general outline of the project area is below.

On both Friday, November 20th and Monday, November 23rd, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Lightsource bp is hosting interactive, virtual public information meetings offering 
residents an opportunity to learn about the Birch Solar project and ask questions of the development team and the Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) staff. Residents can 
participate in the November 20th and November 23rd meetings by phone, the internet, or both. Joining is simple:

1. Dial toll-free 1-877-229-8493

2. Enter Access ID Code 120041# when prompted.

3. If you have internet access, you may also watch the team and presentation LIVE at www.BirchSolarVirtualPublicMeeting.com.

A presentation about the Birch Solar Project will be posted on Lightsource bp’s website www.lightsourcebp.com/birch for viewing by the public at their convenience. 
Alternative access to the presentation is also available upon request. For additional information on how to access the live Q&A by either computer or phone, contact the Birch 
Solar team at birchsolar@lightsourcebp.com or 320-267-3595. If you are unable to access the virtual public information meeting via the internet and would like to receive a 
copy of the presentation, contact Birch Solar at the address or telephone number listed above.

Birch Solar anticipates filing its application with OPSB within 90 days of the live web/phone Q&A session. OPSB’s case number for the project is 20-1605-EL-BGN and the 
filings made with the OPSB in the Birch Solar case can be viewed at http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=20-1605&x=14&y=14.

Upon the receipt of the application, OPSB will review the application to determine if it is complete so OPSB staff can begin its investigation. Should OPSB find the application 
complete, OPSB will set a date for public hearing, not less than 60 nor more than 90 days after such finding. The public hearing consists of two parts: a public hearing where 
OPSB will accept written or oral testimony and an adjudicatory hearing. 15 days prior to the public hearing, OPSB’s staff will submit a written report on the project.

OPSB accepts written comments on the project from interested persons at any time, as well as written or oral testimony from any person at the public hearing. Petitions to 
intervene in the adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by OPSB in accordance with a deadline set by OPSB. To request notification of the public hearing or submit comments 
in the docket contact OPSB at 180 E. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43215, 1-866-270-6772, or contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us. Petitions to intervene should be addressed to 
Docketing Division, the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 E. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43215 or can be electronically filed. All correspondence and petitions to intervene must 
include reference to Case No. 20-1605-EL-BGN.

The following map shows the general outline of the project and location of the project area:

 
 
 

drought with a strong second 
half. They’ll host the Houston 
Texans on Nov. 15.

“We dodged a bullet,” 
Stefanski said. “We will just 
need him to come back on 
Wednesday and see if he is 
ready to practice. If he is not, 
we will have a few days here 
to rest and then get ready to 
roll next week.”

Stefanski and his coaching 
staff will spend the bye week 
assessing the club’s strengths 
and weaknesses. There have 
been plenty of positives over 

the first eight games, an 
equal amount of negatives 
and a few things that still 
need time to calculate.

One of those is quarterback 
Baker Mayfield, who had 
some throws affected by the 
wind against the Raiders 
and was doomed by some 
dropped passes, penalties 
and an early fumble by rookie 
tight end Harrison Bryant 
that ended a promising drive.

Evaluating whether 
Mayfield is their long-term 
answer is the Browns’ single 
biggest objective in 2020, 
and Stefanski has been 
encouraged by what he’s seen 
from the third-year QB.

“I think Baker is doing a 
nice job of operating, get-
ting us into the right checks, 
getting us in and out of the 
huddle and using his cadence 
yesterday getting them to 
jump offside a few times,” Ste-
fanski said. “He is progressing, 
he is making plays and I know 
he is going to tell you that he 
thinks there are more plays to 
be made. I do believe that he is 
going to continue to improve.”

What’s next 
The time off will allow the 

Browns to get healthier, eval-
uate their roster and make 
any necessary changes before 
the Texans come to town.

By Jenna Fryer
AP Auto Racing Writer

NASCAR’s nicest guy 
will run his final race 
this weekend and close 
a remarkable career that 
ranks among the best in 
history. The mark Jimmie 
Johnson has made off the 
track deserves equal cel-
ebration.

Johnson is widely recog-
nized for his record-tying 
seven Cup Series titles 
and 83 victories. That 
on-track success gave him 
a platform to make an 
immeasurable impact on 
communities dear to his 
family.

The Jimmie Johnson 
Foundation to date has 
donated more than $12 
million through a variety 
of programs and grants, 
many aimed toward K-12 
public education. The gen-
erosity of Johnson and his 
wife, Chandra, has pur-
chased technology, built 
playgrounds and outdoor 

learning centers, created 
wellness programs and 
much more.

A $52,000 grant given 
to Jay M. Robinson High 
School in Concord in 
2017 was used to pur-
chase 3D printers. When 
the pandemic began, the 
students used the print-
ers to make 400 PPE face 
shields and mask extend-
ers for healthcare workers. 
The school later received 
an order from Atrium 
Health for 2,000 more.

Loch Lomond Elemen-
tary School in Virginia in 
late 2019 won a $48,000 
grant from Johnson for 
increased STEM activi-
ties. Among the items 
purchased were iPads and 
Chromebooks, technology 
it was able to loan to 150 
students who could not 
access virtual learning 
during the pandemic.

Johnson has partnered 
with Habitat for Human-
ity, the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation and created 

the Jimmie Johnson Foun-
dation Fit Fest, a com-
munity event designed to 
encourage outdoor activi-
ties for children via trail 
runs, mountain biking and 
a Spartan Kids Race.

“We knew in the begin-
ning that children would 
be our focus but we 
wanted to keep it broad 
enough to help commu-
nities in need, as well,” 
Johnson told The Associ-
ated Press. “Chani has a 
love of the arts and has 
always had a watchful eye 
on arts-related programs. 
I have a watchful eye on 
the physical fitness proj-
ects. There are things that 
we look for, but we really 
try to give help where it is 
most needed.”

It started as a small 
gesture to help schools 
in California and Okla-
homa, where Johnson 
and his wife grew up, 
and in North Carolina, 
their current home. It 
has evolved into a multi-

layered program that has 
awarded 134 grants, aided 
131 different charities and 
completed nine technol-
ogy makeovers.

Lori Kiesser of Inside 
the Outdoors, a science 

education field trip pro-
gram, said an award her 
group received in 2016 
transformed the program’s 
social media presence and 
created a partnership with 
the Fontana (California) 

Unified School District.
Kiesser noted her 

grandson, Brennan, 
attends a Title I school in 
Southern California where 
children struggle to envi-
sion future opportunities. 
The award from John-
son has made it so her 
grandson “has no trouble 
imagining himself as part 
of NASCAR, whether it 
is working for a team or 
being part of the next gen-
eration of fans.

“We saw the (award) 
and the partnership with 
the Jimmie Johnson Foun-
dation as a pathway to 
ensuring that the young 
people Inside the Out-
doors serves – no matter 
where they were from – 
could imagine any future 
that they dared to dream,” 
Kiesser said. “Education 
is essential and the fact 
that Jimmie, his family, 
and his foundation, invest 
in it speaks to the mea-
sure of the person that 
Jimmie is.”

NASCAR’s Johnson leaves lasting charitable mark

AP Photo
In this Tuesday, Oct. 5, 2010, file photo, NASCAR driver Jimmie 
Johnson gets a hug from Addison Smith, 2, as her sister, Kylie, 
5, and mother, Katie, look on at Emerald Middle School in his 
hometown of El Cajon, Calif. Johnson’s foundation made a donation 
to the school. NASCAR’s nicest guy will run his final race this week 
and close a remarkable career. Jimmie Johnson’s record-tying 
seven Cup titles are well celebrated, but his charitable work goes 
less noticed.

Fortress Obetz was built to host 
sporting events, concerts, festi-
vals and more. It was the home 
of the Ohio Machine professional 
lacrosse team from 2017-19. The 
facility has five video boards, 
concessions, restrooms and sev-
eral parking areas outside the 
stadium.

“Fortress Obetz and our entire 
community are very excited and 
proud to partner with the Ohio 
High School Athletic Association 
and their member schools during 
this challenging and unprecedent-
ed football season,” said Adams, 

National Director of Athletic 
Operations and Facilities Promo-
tion, Village of Obetz.

On October 22, the OHSAA 
informed schools that the better-
seeded team would determine the 
site for the regional finals, which 
can be at the better-seeded team’s 
home stadium or another site of 
their choosing. Later this week, 
the OHSAA will announce how 
the regions will be paired for the 
state semifinal games in Divisions 
II through VII Nov. 13-14. The 
OHSAA will select neutral sites 
for the state semifinal games. Of 
note, many traditional host sites 
are not available to serve as neu-
tral sites due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

11/18/2020 10:48:50 AM

in

Case No(s). 20-1605-EL-BGN

Summary: Proof of Pub for Public Information Meetings electronically filed by Christine M.T.
Pirik on behalf of Birch Solar, LLC
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