
From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvHXA:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:46:12 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:43 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvHXA:ref ]
 
I am a resident in the middle of the BP solar industrial wasteland that is projected to be in Shawnee
Township Allen County - Logan Township Auglaize County which is a terribly irresponsible project
with extreme future dire effects to the environment, ecology, economy and to the neighboring
residents who are also concerned about property devaluation and where those natural protected
species of Eagles, Peregrine Falcons, Woodpeckers, migrating Canadian Geese’ flocking will be
severely desecrated and come to their demise. What about water and soil degradation? Not 200
residents affected whom supposedly only received public notification as being adjacent – which still
is suspect if they ever received proper notice – but more like 20,000 residents. These lands WILL
NOT BE ABLE TO BE decommissioned back to their norm. What is that even, normal? There are no
long-range studies anywhere in areas like this and for a project of this magnitude! THIS IS A DENSELY
POPULATED AREA. SHAWNEE TOWNSHIP ALLEN COUNTY _ LOGAN TOWNSHIP AUGLAIZE COUNTY
do not want to be your CASE STUDY. This is a DISGRACEFUL use of land management scheduled for
the next 40 years. Enticing land owners with inflated lease options borders on criminal behavior just
to access land that has always been used to feed and support local residents through feed grain
production. Are you going to provide CARE money to those in the AG industry that will suffer
tremendously from this? Most of these lands are leased to other farmers who farm that land; where
does their livelihood go and those relationships will be soiled. You can’t take between 2600 and
3800 acres of agricultural production out of this area’s food supply network without terrible
consequences. Take this green energy global initiative to “brown” lands. LightsourceBP is taking the
“cheap and easy” way out. The complete degradation of the Ohio landscape of mass parking lots of
solar panels emitting what OSHA labels cad-tel a hazardous material that must be handled with
caution. 40 years to what benefit? And it will have your name on it Ohio Citing Board in the history
books. Your legacy that damaged and devastated Ohio unrepair ably for generations to come. What
is the rush - do your homework - demand studies of long-term effects. Initiatives to be Green by
2025 – why – Seriously the world isn’t going to end by 2025 – Only if you do this without proper
study and oversight. None of this electricity is being provided to local community and is being
shipped to the grid for some hugely private capital investment from some foreign entity who could
care less about the communities - This is on border of what happened in the 1700s. No public in
person meetings or notification has been given to the concerned citizens in the area. Many people
don’t have high speed internet or computer savvy and without certified contact with the
constituents in effect BP Solar is circumventing the process. No environmental or economic studies
have ever been made for a project of this size. I personally have lived here 35 years on 2 acres that
will be surrounded - a creek that borders my property that will suffer severely from water runoff. Is
Lightsource BP going to promise to buy me out for my property valuation right now? Is
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LightsourceBP going to provide me water/safety/fire service when the panels catch on fire? Speaking
of which LightsourceBP is offering landowner payments – Sounds like illegal bribery. I hereby request
immediate termination of this project until adjudication of all pending litigation can be completed.
Technically I believe you should revoke the certification for this project immediately. Rules and
proper vetting has not been adhered to by LightsourceBP

Ann Fisher
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvRHy:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:35:23 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:31 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvRHy:ref ]
 
https://emp.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/property-value_impacts_near_utility-
scale_solar_installations.pdf
Do you really want to degrade our homes and incomes with the second larges site in the US
Every site out there has much less impact in desolate areas.
Look at BP other sites very very few homes any where near them the above report is based on a max
100MW site. Notice how many homes you see on BP videos none. They are in the middle of no
where.
This will spread beyond this community. And has the potential with approval to destroy the County

Prove me wrong you can't because we are the national lab rats for a site this size in an area such as
this. Prove me wrong.
I am for solar I want to install at my own house 15000 watts I believe in solar . 10 years from now we

will be a case study on where not to be
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvQNI:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:34:46 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:20 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvQNI:ref ]
 
I am against birch solar power surrounding my property with panels and fences. Not only does this
impact the quiet, scerene, peacefulness of country living this community loves and cherishes, it also
impacts many other things including the wildlife my children have grown up watching!! We are not
willing to say goodbye to the deer, fox, eagles, and rare snowy owls we see... think of this
Community and stop this project!

Stephanie G
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvQR4:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:33:59 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:53 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvQR4:ref ]
 
Light source BP have already leased the fields. They have already done zoning and are trying to
expedite the ohio citing process. Supposedly the township didn't know anything until we the public
did. We found out alittle less than three weeks ago. Mind you, the farmers who leased the
properties to light source BP signed a year ago.... so this has been in the works behind our backs for
a year. Now that its about to move to the next step of development they have to let the public
know. On 11/09/2020 our Shawnee township trustees signed a motion to oppose this solar project.
On 11/10/2020, Logan township trustees also signed a motion to opposd it as well.

        Where I am concerned is this isn't only my community. This is my home. The way my property
sits I will be literally surrounded all four sides at least 1/4mile into a solar field. My property value
just plummeted. Noone will appraise our house because of this... besides we have to disclose it
anyway. And honestly, who wants to live encapsulated by miles of an industrial power park. 

        So not only does it affect my family physically; their health being affected by the chemical runoff
and cancerous by-product. The cancerous frequency it omits. The island effect it will have on our
community.. Mentally; being completely isolated behind 10' chain link fence and 8' tree line. Safety;
if one of these combust like they're known to do our safety is at risk. These things cause plumes of
smoke that are highly toxic. Fire fighters need special apparatuses to combat them. My family won't
have those. What if my driveway is cut off from said danger. My family won't be able to escape.
What if a tornado uproots one of these and throws it across my driveway, even if we make it past all
the shards of glass produced and being sliced like razors through my house. Even if my family
survives, which we probably won't. My family still won't be able to escape. Financially; with being
suprised and burdened with this unexpected loss it will take us decades to recover from this. 

        Its not just some "land out in the boonies". These are our homes. Where we are raising our
children. Hundreds of innocent families in our community will be burdened with this crisis. These
solar fields are known to be in non populated areas. Why bring it to our populated area.

Respectfully,

Allyshia Kuhbander
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvKsI:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:32:31 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:38 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvKsI:ref ]
 
I live very close to the proposed site of the Birch Solar Project and I want to say I am strongly
opposed to this. We were not informed about any of this and this is very disturbing especially
considering the massive size of this project. This area tends to flood quite easily and we are
concerned about the water runoff that could adversely affect our property. Also, how will this affect
our property values ? There are way too many unanswered questions and no information has been
presented. We live in the country because of the beauty and wildlife around us. Who has the right to
take that away from us as property owners? If I want to look at fences and metal I would live in the
city. Who even approved this? No one seems to know. We take great pride in our community and
school system and we don’t want to see it destroyed by big business. It will only bring jobs during
installation and then only sustain possibly 10 employees. Who does this energy benefit? We want
answers and we will strongly fight against this. This is not some small “farm” being implemented.
These are thousands of acres of prime farmland that are being destroyed. We also have well water.
Will this adversely affect our water quality and possibly health? I would appreciate your
consideration on this matter. Thank you.

Karla Farley
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvOdX:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:31:51 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:36 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvOdX:ref ]
 
Dear Board,

I live on Breese Rd in Shawnee Township and have been a contributing citizen to this community for
35 years through taxes and providing psychological care for patients in this community. The solar
farm, which is not really a farm but an industry, will be next to my house and property. I built my
home in Shawnee Township because it is close to the many, many patients that I see in Allen county
who are suicidal and depressed. I also purchased my land and built a home in a woods to enjoy and
protect the natural landscape, along with the animal life (deer, hawks, owls, eagles and many more)
for our community and Ohio. The solar industry, which has nothing to do with keeping and
maintaining nature, will ruin and harm the natural landscape of Shawnee Township and Ohio. As a
board, your job is to protect the natural aspects of our great Ohio—the people, the wildlife and all
other aspects of Ohio—not to focus totally on making money, or profits for a few people or a
company that is capitalizing on the COVID situation by pushing through the approval of the solar
industrial project. Some of you are elected to represent the people and others are appointed by the
state of Ohio to keep “our” best interest at the top of your list and task. It is clear from examining
the solar projects in areas across the US (United States; I put emphasis on US because it is about
“us”)that the project will:
1) affect the wildlife movement in the area, the food source and the natural environment that the
wildlife enjoy both on the farmland and surrounding land.
2) the value of all homes will drop, people like myself will move away, decreasing the tax base,
pushing another mental health provider away from Allen County to locate in other areas that still
respect and protect the natural aspect of the communities.
3) create toxic runoff that will enter our wells and the streams from the panels.
4) create a industrial look similar to what you find surrounding big cities like Chicago, etc and deter
people from wanting to live in rural communities.
5) create a situation where healthcare workers and mental health workers do not want to live in
rural communities because of the industrial look, thus contributing to the reduced services in the
rural communities.
6) provide support for the manipulation of words that have supported the “protect the natural look
of Ohio” like word “farm” by attaching it to an industrial word, “solar”, to find ways around codes
and laws for profit.

The list goes on; subsequently, I am totally against this project and do not want to look or even be
around the solar industry project. It will put me and my family in danger, cause the wildlife to leave
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and force me to move out of Allen county away from potential harmful solar industrial equipment. I
ask you, as a life-long citizen of Ohio, who returned to Allen county to help the people in our
community with mental health concerns, to listen to the citizen’s concerns, do your own research,
and make your decision on what the people want, not just a few who will profit, and not approve
this project for Allen County. I would be very happy to talk to any of you, attend any hearings or
provide more comments if necessary. I also ask that you not use the COVID situation to cancel
meetings, limit meetings, rush approvals because during this COVID situation, the people have a
right to be heard and represented. BP does not live in this area, we do. I also need to remind you
that I have worked hard to make adjustments in my practice and care for Allen County and
Northwesters Ohio residents, despite the COVID issues, to make sure that they are receiving the
mental health interventions. I look out for their best interest and I ask that you look our for Shawnee
Township citizen’s best interest. I ask you to do the same for us, and do whatever you can, to allow
us to be heard—remember the US (United States) is all of us. I do appreciate the opportunity to
provide my comments. I emphasize that I am totally against this project.

Dr. Thomas W. Hull, PhD, LSW, LPCC, Clinical Psychologist and a proud resident of Shawnee

Township, Allen County and Ohio.
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvPqm:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:31:23 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:29 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvPqm:ref ]
 
In reference to the case document submitted by Dickinson Wright , on 11/3/20, notifying the Board
as to compliance with service requirements for public meetings, it appears by the date of this notice
and the dates published for the public meetings are in conflict. There is no language which states
when the letter of notice was actually mailed and no certification that such a mailing was made. If ,
as I assume is the case, the mailing notifying property owners and tenants was mailed on 11/3/20
this amounts to an eighteen day notice as opposed to the twenty-one day notice stated and in
conflict with 4906-3-03 (B).

Additionally, it appears the developer is further in violation of 4906-3-03 (B) as the aforementioned
letter of compliance fails to affirm that said notification was provided to property owners “… along
the proposed route options for the proposed facility”, “Contiguous to the planned site or the
preferred or alternate route of the proposed facility”, as well as property owners “Who may be
approached by the applicant for additional easement necessary for construction, operation, or
maintenance of the facility”.

Per the cited violations of 4906-3-03 (B) , I hereby request; 1) a copy of the notification letter sent to
property owners, & 2) certified proof reflecting date of said mailing, names and address of all those
to whom said mailing has been sent to.

Also, since it is my opinion the developer is in violation of 4906-3-03 (B), I request the Board compel
the developer to provide new dates for the proposed November 20th & 23rd public meetings so that
proper notification, to comply with 4906-3-03 (B), can be made.

Jim Thompson
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From: Puco Docketing
To: Hunter, Donielle
Subject: FW: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvJpY:ref ]
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2020 1:46:34 PM

 
 

From: Matthew Butler <matthew.butler@puco.ohio.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2020 12:40 PM
To: Puco Docketing <docketing@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: comment for 20-1605 [ ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0bvJpY:ref ]
 
We are 100% against this project in Shawnee Township, OH for the proposed 2,600+ acre solar field.
Our township is currently a densely populated, agricultural area that provides food, beautiful
country landscape with an abundant wildlife. Their project is located too close to a densely
populated area. It is too large of a project for this area. Shawnee Township will get -0- of the
electricity that would be generated from this solar field. The cost of what we will lose is too high
compared to the benefit we would receive. You will be destroying our environment with destruction
of prime agricultural land as well as destruction of our beautiful countryside and abundant wildlife.
We are concerned about runoff, flooding and hazardous chemicals polluting our water supply. What
will this do to our health? We have maintenance and noise concerns. Property values will be greatly
reduced. They are proposing building almost on top of us and all around us. 10 feet walls
surrounding the fields will be like driving by a prison. We don't believe the tax revenue would go to
those it harms and the local jobs they claim it will create for us is a false promise as we do not have
local people trained to do this work and/or enough local workforce. We are concerned this 2,600
acres will grow and grow. Solar panels will be made outside of the US. This is not green. The beauty
of Shawnee Township will be lost forever if this solar field goes in. Numerous family dreams will be
smashed as their homes with current beautiful views will become homes with ugly eyesores
surrounding them, lower property values and all for the greed of large industry. Leave us alone. This
project is too large, too close to residential housing and schools and too wrong for Shawnee
Township. People will be sending photos in of their current beautiful views and wildlife. Birch Solar
wants to take that away. This is Ohio. We don't have that much sunshine. May I suggest the desert
where the sun really shines? Angry and disappointed if the PUCO allows this project. Put the solar
field somewhere that won't destroy important, valuable, productive agricultural land and
landscapes. Please. More than 100% against this project. Not just for us but for all affected by this
proposed nightmare project. NO

Lynn McCray
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Button if available. 
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