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Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio 

Memo 
To: Docketing Division 

From: Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, Rail Division 

Cc: PUCO Legal Department 

Date: 11/2/2020 

Re: PUCO Case No. 20-1657-RR-FED- In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of 
Active Warning Devices at the Columbus & Ohio River Railroad Crossing, 
DOT#517-370K, TR 255 in Coshocton County, Ohio. 

On August 20, 2019, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) authorized funding 
for the Columbus & Ohio River Railroad (CUOH) to install flashing lights and gates at the 
TR 255 (DOT#517-370K) grade crossing in Coshocton County, Ohio. The crossing was 
surveyed, on April 17, 2019, and was found to warrant the upgrade. The electric utility 
provider for this crossing is the Frontier Power Company. 

The project will be paid for with federal funds and is actual cost. The plans and estimates 
for the project in the amount of $168,980.00 have been approved. Construction may 
commence at once.  Staff requests a Finding & Order with completion of the project 
in nine months. Staff requests that the following language be incorporated in the Finding 
& Order: 

It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices 
will be completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible 
for this work. This work includes, but is not limited to: 

• Any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as designed and
visible to the roadway user, and

• MUTCD compliance, including minor roadway work if necessary.
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 Please serve the following parties of record:

 

 

Columbus & Ohio River Railroad 
Len Wagner 
Senior Vice-President  
Northern Region/Genesee & Wyoming Inc. 
201 N. Penn Street 
Punxsutawney, PA  15767 
 
Columbus & Ohio River Railroad 
Jared Rishel 
AVP Engineering Northern Region 
Genesee & Wyoming Inc.  
4349 Easton Way 
Suite 110 
Columbus, OH  43219 
 
Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Cathy Stout 
Manager, Grade Crossing Safety Section 
1980 West Broad Street 
Mail Stop #3140 
Columbus, Ohio 43223 
 
Oxford Township, Coshocton County 
Trustees 
23021 SR 751 
West Lafayette, Ohio 43845 
 
The Frontier Power Company 
770 South 2nd Street 
P.O. Box 280 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812   

 



 OHIO RAIL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 
 
 
TO:  John Williams, Director, Transportation Department, PUCO 
 
FROM: Cathy Stout, Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
BY:  Greg Gronbach, Project Manager, Safety Section, ORDC 
 
SUBJECT: Coshocton County, TR255, DOT# 517370K, PID# 110492  
 
DATE: September 10, 2020 
  
 
The Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) established a diagnostic survey at the subject 
location on April 17, 2019. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) attended the 
review.  The Diagnostic Team recommended the improvement of warning devices to flashing 
lights and roadway gates. Copies of the diagnostic review form and the plan and estimate are 
attached. 
 
PE has already been provided by the railroad. ORDC accepts the site plans and estimates as 
provided.  Please issue a construction-only order for the project outlined above. ORDC 
recommends a nine (9) month construction timeline.  This authorization is made with the 
stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or 
activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project 
audit. 
 
It is expected that all work necessary for FHWA acceptance of the warning devices will be 
completed by the in-service due date and that the railroad will be responsible for this work.  This 
work includes, but is not limited to: 

• any ancillary work to make warning devices function as designed and visible to the 
roadway user, and  

• MUTCD compliance – including minor roadway work if necessary. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 

 
Attachment:   Diagnostic Review 
  Letter Agreement 

PE Authorization 
  Plan, Estimate & Material List 
  Construction Authorization 
 
c:   Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 

ORDC Project Manager (file) 
  



 

 

September 10, 2020 
 
Mr. Len Wagner 
President & Legal Official (SVP) 
Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH 
201 N. Penn Street  
Punxsutawney, PA 15767 
 
RE:   Construction Authorization 
 Coshocton County, TR255, DOT# 517370K, PID# 110492 
 
Dear Mr. Wagner:  
 
The plan dated 3/25/2020 and estimate dated 9/3/2020, for the referenced project is acceptable. 
Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH may proceed with the construction of the proposed grade crossing warning 
system in accordance with the abbreviated plan. Construction may include but is not limited to circuitry 
design, installation of service poles, procurement of materials and signal construction.  
 
This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that the approved estimate may 
contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit.  Reimbursement of eligible actual cost is limited to $168,980.00. 
Additional costs must be approved in writing by the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) prior 
to being incurred.  Emergency verbal authorizations by ORDC may be permitted and will be confirmed 
by ORDC in writing within ten (10) business days of the verbal approval. 
 
This authorization is contingent upon Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH accepting the following instructions: 
 
1. Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH’s project foreman will furnish written notification five (5) working 

days prior to the date work will start at the project site to Greg Gronbach, ORDC, email 
Gregory.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov , and to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio at 
Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us.  Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH’s project foreman will also notify the 
same of any stops and re-starts of the work activity and of the date work was completed for the 
project. 

 
2. Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH will arrange for utilities to be located at the project site by the Ohio 

Utilities Protection Service (OUPS) prior to any construction activities at the site.  Utilities that 
are not participating members of the service must be contacted directly by Genesee & 
Wyoming/CUOH.  

 
3. Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH’s project foremen will notify Greg Gronbach at 614-745-

6760(telephone) or Gregory.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov (email) of any changes in the scope of 
work, cost overruns, material changes, etc. which are not included in the approved plan and 
estimate and secure approval of same before the work is performed. 

 
4. Open cut of roadways is not permitted except in unusual circumstances and must be 

coordinated with the local highway authority and preapproved by ORDC. 

mailto:Gregory.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov
mailto:Jill.henry@puc.state.oh.us
mailto:Gregory.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov


 
5. Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH will furnish two (2) copies of each partial bill to ORDC.  Please find 

the enclosed ODOT Purchase Order to reference when billing. 
 
6. Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH will furnish two (2) copies of the final all-inclusive bill to ORDC 

stating the exact dates of starting and completing work, the initial and final dates of construction 
and location where the accounts may be audited. 

 
7. This installation will include any ancillary work to make the warning devices function as 

designed and meet MUTCD. 
 
Thank you for your assistance with these matters. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
C: John Williams, Director, Transportation Department, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 
 Heather Hamilton, ORDC 
 ORDC (file) 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
October 24, 2019 
 
Mr. Len Wagner 
President & Legal Official (SVP) 
Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH 
201 N. Penn Street  
Punxsutawney, PA 15767 
 
RE: PE Submitted RR Solicit Bids 
    COS TR255 DOT# 517370K PID# 110492 
 
Dear Mr. Wagner: 
 
The plan and estimate transmitted October 23, 2019, for the referenced project has been 
reviewed and is acceptable. Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH may proceed with soliciting bids for 
the proposed grade crossing warning system in accordance with the abbreviated plan.  This 
authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding that the approved estimate may 
contain entries for items or activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal 
participation during the project audit. 
 
A construction authorization will be sent once the bid documents have been received and 
approved.  No field work may be started without a construction authorization from this office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ohio Railroad Development Commission 
 
 
C: Randall Schumacher, Supervisor, Rail Division, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Division Specialist, PUCO 
 ORDC (file) 
 



Railroad: Region:

Agency: State:

DOT #: COUNTY:

ROADWAY: CITY:

03/02/21

PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING:

Contracted & Administrative Engineering Services 13,100$                    

Subtotal  13,100$                      

CONSTRUCTION & CLOSEOUT:

Contracted & Administrative Engineering Services 14,900$                    

Subtotal 14,900$                      

FLAGGING SERVICE:

Contracted or Railroad Flagmen Services 10 Days 14,000$                    

Subtotal 14,000$                      

UTILITY WORK:

Power Service 25,000$                    

Other -$                         

Subtotal 25,000$                    

CONTRACT WORK:

Outside Services -$                             

Design & Labor & Material 101,980$                  

Subtotal 101,980$                  

RAILROAD TRACK: 

Labor & Material -$                             

Subtotal -$                         

RAILROAD SIGNAL & COMMUNICATION: 

Labor & Material -$                             

Subtotal -$                         

PROJECT SUBTOTAL: 168,980$                    

Public Project Admin: 0.00% -$                             

Contingencies: 0.00% -$                             

PROJECT TOTAL: ***************************************************** 168,980$                    

CURRENT AUTHORIZED BUDGET: ***************************************************** -$                            

TOTAL SUPPLEMENT REQUESTED: ***************************************************** 168,980$                    

DIVISION OF COST:

Agency 100.00% 168,980$                    

Railroad 0.00% -$                             

NOTE:  Estimate is based on FULL CROSSING CLOSURE during work by Railroad Forces & Contractors.

Estimated prepared by: BPB Approved by:  Public Project Department

DATE: 07/26/19 REVISED: 09/03/20 DATE: 09/03/20

AGENCY PROJECT NUMBER: PID 110492 ESTIMATE SUBJECT TO REVISION AFTER: 

This estimate has been prepared based on site conditions, anticipated work duration periods, material prices, labor rates, manpower and resource availability, and other factors known as of the date 

prepared.  The actual cost for the railroad work may differ based upon the agency's requirements, their contractor's work procedures, and/or other conditions that become apparent once construction 

commences or during the progress of the work.

517370K Coshocton

TR 255

DESCRIPTION: Force Account Estimate for the installation of Flashing Lights and Gates, new 6x6 bungalow with PMD-4R 

Constant Warning Time Circuitry.  Single track through crossing. No costs included for utility relocation.

Newcomerstown

Force Account Estimate Estimate to Complete

Columbus & Ohio River Rail Road (CUOH) NORTHERN

ORDC OH



ACTUAL PRIME CROSSING WARNING TIME 30 SEC 30 SEC
+ +

TIME FOR CROSSING CLEARANCE DISTANCE > 35' 0 SEC 0 SEC
+ +

TRAFFIC PRE-EMPTION TIME 0 SEC 0 SEC

TOTAL CALCULATED DESIGN WARNING TIME 30 SEC 30 SEC
+ +

EQUIPMENT RESPONSE TIME 4 SEC 4 SEC
+ +

BUFFER TIME 0 SEC 0 SEC

TOTAL WARNING TIME FOR APPROACH DISTANCE CALCULATION 34 SEC 34 SEC
x x

CALCULATED AT MAXIMUM TRAIN SPEED 30 MPH 30 MPH
x x

RATIO OF FEET PER SECOND TO MILES PER HOUR

APPROACH LENGTH (ROUNDED UP TO THE NEXT FOOT) 1500 FEET 1500 FEET

1.470 1.470

APPROACH DISTANCE CALCULATION

SOUTH NORTH
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31

A B C

6X6 CONTROL HOUSE 1 EA
PMD-4R 1 EA
XLC LAMP CONTROLLER 2 EA
VLG LOGIC GATE 1 EA
VITAL RELAY 2 EA
NAS II 1 EA
CAMERA SYSTEM 1 EA
BATTERY CHARGER  20A 1 EA
BATTERY CHARGER  40A 1 EA
BATTERY  368 AH 6 CELL
BATTERY  264 AH 7 CELL
4-POST BLOCK 38 EA
6-POST DBL BLOCK 9 EA
LIGHTNING ARRESTER, HEAVY DUTY 38 EA
EQUALIZER, HEAVY DUTY 4 EA
INSUL. TEST LINK ASSEMBLY 70 EA
AAR HARDWARE 1 LOT
WIRE TERMINATION 1 LOT
WIRE TAGS 1 LOT
WIRE, #14 TOWER & CASE WIRE (BLUE) 400 FT
WIRE, #10 TOWER & CASE WIRE (BLUE) 400 FT
WIRE, #6, GREEN 30 FT
2C#6 TWISTED CABLE (TRACK) 200 FT
3C#6 POWER CABLE 75 FT
7C#6 UG CABLE 200 FT
7C#14 UG CABLE 200 FT
3C#9 UG CABLE 200 FT
RAILROAD SIGNAL LOCK 5 EA
METER SERVICE 1 EA

CUOH   TR 255 #517370K  NEWCOMERSTOWN, OH
TCR RAIL SYSTEMS SUPPLIED MATERIAL 































  

 

August 20, 2019 
 
Mr. Len Wagner 
President & Legal Official (SVP) 
Genesee & Wyoming/CUOH 
201 N. Penn Street  
Punxsutawney, PA 15767 
 
RE: PE Authorization for COS TR255 DOT# 517370K PID# 110492 
 
Dear Mr. Wagner: 
  
A diagnostic review was held at the above grade crossing on April 17, 2019.  The crossing has 
been recommended for the installation of lights and gates at the Columbus & Ohio River 
Railroad grade crossing DOT# 513370K.  
 
Columbus & Ohio River Railroad is authorized to proceed with the site plans and cost estimates 
or bid package for this project. This authorization is made with the stipulation and understanding 
that any field work needs prior approval before work begins. This authorization is made with the 
stipulation and understanding that an approved estimate may contain entries for items or 
activities that may be cited and found to be ineligible for federal participation during the project 
audit. Please note that the railroad must provide ORDC with a plan stamped by a professional 
engineer licensed in the State of Ohio prior to acceptance and close out of the project. 
 
The diagnostic review form is attached.  Please note any recommendations (page 5), if any, made 
by the team about requirements for this location.  Any minor roadway work necessary for 
MUTCD compliance should be incorporated into the PE and such costs will flow through the 
railroad reimbursement process. 
 
The Project Manager for this project is Greg Gronbach.  Greg Gronbach can be reached at (614) 
745-6760, or Gregory.Gronbach@dot.ohio.gov, if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
C: Randall Schumacher, Chief, Rail Division, PUCO 
 Jill Henry, Rail Specialist, PUCO 
 Heather Hamilton, ORDC 
 ORDC (file) 



 
Attachments: 3 (diagnostic review form, letter agreement, purchase order) 
 
 
  



























This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

11/6/2020 7:52:26 AM

in

Case No(s). 20-1657-RR-FED

Summary: Application In the Matter of a Request for the Installation of Active Warning Devices
at the Columbus & Ohio River Railroad Crossing, DOT#517-370K, TR 255 in Coshocton
County, Ohio. electronically filed by Mrs. Jill A Henry on behalf of PUCO/Rail Division
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