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{¶ 1} Ohio Power Company, d/b/a AEP Ohio (AEP Ohio) is an electric distribution 

utility (EDU) as defined in R.C. 4928.01(A)(6) and a public utility as defined in R.C. 4905.02 

and, as such, is subject to the energy efficiency and peak demand reduction (EE/PDR) 

requirements under R.C. 4928.64 and 4928.66. 

{¶ 2} Ohio Adm.Code Chapter 4901:1-39 provides rules for the Commission’s 

review of each electric utility’s EE/PDR program portfolio plan that consists of cost-effective 

programs to encourage innovation and market access for all customer classes, achieve the 

statutory benchmarks for peak-demand reduction, and meet or exceed the statutory 

benchmarks for energy efficiency. 

{¶ 3} Am. Sub. House Bill 6 (H.B. 6), which became effective on October 22, 2019, 

terminates Ohio’s annual energy efficiency savings requirements on December 31, 2020, and 

reduces the total cumulative savings requirement to a statewide collective benchmark of 

17.5 percent.  

{¶ 4} On February 26, 2020, the Commission directed that AEP Ohio, among others, 

begin the process of winding down their respective energy efficiency programs.  The 

Commission specified that any application for an energy efficiency program approved prior 

to September 30, 2020 should be honored, and that AEP Ohio cease accepting applications 

for direct rebate programs for both residential and non-residential energy efficiency 

programs on September 30, 2020.   

http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/4901%3A1-39
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4928.66
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4928.64
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{¶ 5} On August 10, 2020, AEP Ohio filed a motion in this docket seeking approval 

of its wind-down plan for EE/PDR programs.  Therein, AEP Ohio states that the Company 

has implemented the February 26, 2020 Finding and Order directives to date but believes 

additional wind-down details remain unresolved and proposes several wind-down 

provisions for rebate programs and non-rebate programs.  Of particular note, AEP Ohio 

discusses several issues presented by the wind-down of It’s Your Power (IYP) application.  

AEP Ohio represents that IYP is a smartphone application and an educational tool utilizing 

smart meters to give customers real-time energy usage as well as tips on saving energy.  

AEP Ohio opines that all incentives through the IYP application will end on September 30, 

2020; however, AEP Ohio proposes to operate the IYP application through December 31, 

2020 under the EE/PDR Rider.  AEP Ohio believes that an abrupt ending to this program 

on September 30, 2020, will disable the capability of the smart thermostat with no 

opportunity for replacement within a funded energy efficiency program.  The Company 

believes it needs to provide final communication to customers informing them of the 

upcoming changes and how they will lose IYP access, real-time energy  usage, inability to 

have a fully functional Powerley thermostat, and the impact on customers who have lighting 

connected, smart plugs, smart switches, and EV chargers.  AEP Ohio states that there are 

approximately 36,000 total customers with the IYP application, and the Company proposes 

to continue operating the IYP program beyond the end of 2020 – separate from the end of 

the EE/PDR mandate – as part of its pending gridSMART Phase 3 filing in Case No. 19-

1475-EL-RDR.  AEP Ohio argues that the alternative of shutting down the program now 

would be disruptive and a negative experience for the customers currently participating.  

To avoid interrupting the service provided by the IYP application for existing customers, 

the Company specifically requests approval to continue operating the IYP application 

program with currently enrolled smart meter customers.  Additionally, AEP-Ohio requests 

approval of a Regulatory Asset deferral treatment or the monthly fees associated with 

continuing the devices (approximately $65,000 per month).  AEP-Ohio represents that the 

Company will seek recovery of the regulatory asset in the gridSMART Phase 3 case or 

another appropriate case.  
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{¶ 6} At this time, the attorney examiner finds it appropriate to delay the wind-

down period with respect to the IYP application program in order for the Commission to 

have additional time to consider AEP-Ohio’s request for deferral authority.  Accordingly, 

unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, the wind-down of the IYP application 

program should commence on November 30, 2020 – as opposed to September 30, 2020 – 

with currently enrolled smart meter customers. 

{¶ 7} It is, therefore,  

{¶ 8} ORDERED, That a wind-down of AEP Ohio’s IYP application program begin 

on November 30, 2020.  It is, further,  

{¶ 9} ORDERED, That a copy of this Entry be served upon all parties and interested 

persons of record. 

 THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 
   
   
 /s/Lauren L. Augostini  
 By: Lauren L. Augostini 
  Attorney Examiner 
JRJ/hac 



This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

9/28/2020 3:06:36 PM

in

Case No(s). 16-0574-EL-POR

Summary: Attorney Examiner Entry ordering that a wind-down of AEP Ohio’s IYP application
program begin on November 30, 2020 electronically filed by Heather A Chilcote on behalf of
Lauren L. Augostini, Attorney Examiner, Public Utilities Commission of Ohio


	Entry

