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I would like to submit this comment for the public case record surrounding the proposed
Combined heat and power plant at OSU. A fracked gas plant, need I repeat myself, that the
Board, the Ohio State University, and all others involved in the proposal, have entirely failed
to inform the public of, and of how it would damage the surrounding community and health of
the City of Columbus. The developers were issued exemptions from the standard
environmental regulatory standards by the Ohio EPA, effectively making it impossible to fully
understand how the construction of such a gas plant would impact our personal and communal
health. The Board has also failed to hold any hearing DURING an Academic school year,
instead holding both hearings to date over the summer term, during the coronavirus pandemic,
and during mass protest and fiscal/social/political/racial unrest. To claim that OPSB or OSU
have done their due diligence for their fellow community members is laughable, as it would
seem to this day, months later, I am still frequently having conversations with students that
express their dire concern over the fact that the first they have heard of the proposal is from
me, or one of my various friends who have taken a keen interest in this issue. It is abhorrent to
see such apathy from those positioned on a board with so much leverage and power over the
direction of our community, and I'm honestly baffled that such indifference is not only
allowed but celebrated. In a fair set of circumstances, I would assume it reasonable to request
of my public servants (that need I remind you were appointed to serve the public, not private
development interests) to reject such an evidently destructive, regressive, and anti-intellectual
construction project. We do not find ourselves in such circumstances, however, given that it
was just recently exposed to the public that corruption in the usage and funding of energy in
Ohio is rather common. HB6, to me, is foreshadowing of the same ill-advised, apathetic
attitude I have found present over multiple months now. Are the Students not loud enough for
you? Is hearing nearly 70 students voice their aversion to this proposal not enough? Is
highlighting the corporate oil and gas connections of out of state testimony not enough?

I will end my comment with a simple request of the Ohio Power Siting Board, and based on
their final decision, Ohio State University as well. Who do you serve? Do you serve the
student body screaming for the rejection of this plant and its pseudo-scientific projections in
lieu of a sustainable alternative, or do you serve the private interests that would benefit from
such a gas plant? Why has the Ohio EPA issued an exemption for a construction project of this
size? Why do you care so little for the future health and security of an entire generation, and
what do you gain from such apathy? Does your conscience rest at night when you think of the
climate crisis? Because I can guarantee you mine does not, and I've lost more time than I care
to count to images of rising tides, burning lands, and general ecological instability.

Do the right thing, be the Hero's in the students story. Hold a third hearing during the school
year, and do the public outreach and communication that is your moral responsibility, not
mine. Reject the proposal outright, and in doing so, show us what values you truly hold as
essential and eternal. Profit, or people? Decay and desolation, or growth and grandeur? What
future do the members of the Ohio Power Siting Board dream of for themselves and others?
For myself and my fellow students?

I, in all honesty, am shaking with anticipation to learn of your decision.
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With great concern and consideration,

Adam McCarty, an extremely frustrated Ohio State Student.

ref:_00Dt0GzXt._500t0ZahkG:ref 

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious,
please do not click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click
the Phish Alert Button if available. 

mailto:csc@ohio.gov


This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

9/16/2020 4:31:17 PM

in

Case No(s). 19-1641-EL-BGN

Summary: Public Comment of Adam McCarty, via website, electronically filed by Docketing
Staff on behalf of Docketing


