
  
 

Date:     August 28, 2020 

Public Hearing:   18-1607-EL-BGN:  Emerson Creek Wind Farm Project 

Speaker:  Cheryl Mira  
   11110 State Route 269 
   Bellevue, OH 44811 
   Erie County, Groton Township  
 

Good Afternoon, Chairman Randazzo & Other OPSB Members: 

When I think about the Emerson Creek Wind Farm project and all of its supporters that has enabled 
this project to get to this point… 

I become angry/ frustrated regarding the rich tapestry of lies, deception, destruction, greed, and 
secrecy.   Big Wind with its claims of producing green energy is really promoting the biggest scheme of 
modern time to transfer wealth from the poor to the rich.     

Moving onto the Karst, the Staff Report (page 37) identified six turbines along State Route 269 – four 
Turbines (34, 37, 38 and 87) on the south side of Bellevue and two Turbines 73 and 74 just north of 
town and Knauss Road.  ( See Attachment I)   While Turbine 74 is the closest to a known sinkhole 
(approximately 0.15 mile), there are so many sinkholes (identified and suspected) within a mile radius 
of each turbine listed.     

The karst formations are arguably the most important reason why a wind farm should not be built in 
this area.  All 6 of these turbines fall within the six-mile wide karst zone from Seneca Caverns to the 
Blue Hole, where thousands of sinkholes exist and the underground waters flow directly into Lake Erie.  
(See Attachment II, pages 4 & 5) 

I can attest to that, my mother and I live 1.0 mile south of Turbine 74.  Over my lifetime, I have seen 
sinkholes develop overnight, grow bigger, and water rush over the highways surrounding houses.    

Furthermore, Firelands Wind does not address the potential for oil finding its way into Lake Erie, 
should a turbine fail.   It is not acceptable to put Lake Erie at risk nor is acceptable to place a highly-
populated, rural community in danger also. 

Please deny these 6 permits.  

 

 

 



  
 

Moving onto the Report’s, Socioeconomic Impacts (page 34).   The report identifies a list of economic 
benefits related to job creation (primarily jobs for out-of-area contractors) and property taxes 
increases for the life of the project.   

There may well be economic benefits, but they have failed to address the economic deficits, resulting 
in the biggest transfer of wealth from the little people to corporations.  Their model is to promote 
“property value devaluation without compensation” in order to “grow” even more wind farms at the 
expensive of the little people.  

Would you purchase a home within one or two miles of a 652-foot industrial wind turbine, aka 60 story 
skyscraper?  No!  Our view shed will be forever changed.  From our house, we will see 11 IWTs 
(previously stated 9) in total – 2 will be north of us by one mile (Turbines 74 and 73) and another 9 will 
be east of us between Route 269 and Route 4 within 2 to 2.5 miles.  Big Wind wants to force 
homeowners to abandon their biggest investment or to sell their homes at 25% to 40% less than its fair 
market value, if a wind turbine wasn’t your neighbor.  More wind farms follow.  
 (See Attachments III & IV)    

Today, I am asking the State of Ohio to pull the plug on renewal tax subsidizes just as Mexico recently 
announced.  Mexico has chosen to redirect taxpayers’ dollars from production tax credits to helping 
the community fight the pandemic.   Safety of the residents should come first.  We don’t need wind 
energy here at the expense of destroying our entire communities – Bellevue, Monroeville and Flat 
Rock.  (See Attachments V & VI)    

Third, wind turbines and solar farms will make Ohio residents “energy poor”.  Once these farms are up, 
utility companies will pass the costs of maintaining dual transmission systems onto all electrical users.  
Energy rates have the potential to go up as much as 4% to 25% higher just like California, Germany, 
and Italy; thereby forcing some residents to make decisions on which bills get paid.  (See Attachment VII)   
I have personally experienced Italy in the cold weather, the entire country is forced to turn off all 
furnaces from April 1 through November/December 1st to preserve their electrical resources, or face 
stiff fines.  Electrical prices are so high.   Can you see the United States residents supporting this 
decision?    

All three of these elements need to be deducted against the socioeconomic benefits. 

Due to the time constraints, I indicated that I would be providing additional information.   

 

 

 

 



  
 

Continuing with Property Values and Placement of the Turbines.    Location, Location, Location! 

If approved, every one of the proposed 71 industrialize-size wind turbines in the Erie and Huron 
counties would be built too close to: 

 Non-participating and non-suspecting Bellevue residents, for example: 
o Turbine 24 (Bauer and Prairie Road’s grouping of 4 turbines) would sit less than 0.5 mile 

from Bellevue Reservoir #4 and within 1.3 miles of Bellevue Reservoir #1, 2 and 3.  This 
could significantly impact the entire City of Bellevue’s water quality if a turbine failure 
allowed oil to enter the karst’s underwater table.  (See Attachment VIII)    

o Please see Attachments IX and X or the maps that I sent to Columbus, highlighting  the 
one-mile and the two-mile radius , respectively, around Turbine 24, which clearly 
identifies major sections of Bellevue’s East and Northeast sides being negatively 
impacted.   Turbine 24’s two- mile radius sweeps: 

 West: from Monroe St/Bauer Rd/VFW Hall to downtown’s historical Tremont 
Hotel (center of town),  

 East:  primarily farmland or empty land  (pass Route 4 and the former Jolly 
Lanes), 

 North: from Tremont Hotel to Goodrich Road/just short of Shumaker School, and   
 South:  primarily farmland.    

I am in the process of finalizing the homes and businesses impacted.  My best guess would be 
approximately 2,000 residential households plus 50/100 businesses.  Please deny the permits 
for these 4 turbines until proper buffering is put in place to keep Bellevue, Monroeville and Flat 
Rock safe. 

 Major highways such as State Route 4 
o As traffic flows from Columbus/Bellevue to Sandusky, there are three (3) turbine 

permits that should be denied because of safety.  Each turbine would be built closer 
than the safety manual recommendation of 3,280 feet.  How does Firelands Wind plan 
on stopping vehicles and trucks from not using State Route 4 on their way to the Ohio 
Turnpike or to Sandusky when it rains?  (See Attachment XI)   

 

 An actively working stone quarry that frequently dynamites has two turbines (T1 and T2) on its 
rim is unsafe.  Does the Quarry plan on closing down?  Deny these two permits                              
(See Attachment XII)   

 

 



  
 

 

Moving onto Pages 55 and 56: Decommissioning  

Megawatt-scale wind turbine generators typically have a life expectancy of 20 to 25 years. The current 
industry trend is to upgrade older turbines with more efficient ones while retaining existing tower 
structures. If not upgraded, turbines typically go into a period of non-operation and, where no 
expectation of re-operation exists, are generally decommissioned at such time.  

Decommissioning megawatt-scale wind turbines in a utility-scale project involves the reclamation and 
restoration of the project area’s topography that existed prior to construction. Decommissioning 
activities include, but are not limited to, removal of turbine structures, partial removal of turbine 
foundations, and removal of associated facility components. Additionally, the turbine foundation areas 
must be backfilled, graded, top soiled, and re-seeded. In accordance with Ohio Administrative Code 
4906-4-09(I), the Applicant has committed to providing a decommissioning plan to Staff and the Huron 
and Erie County engineers at least 30 days prior to the preconstruction conference that includes the 
removal of the facility components and provides financial assurance to ensure that funds would be 
available to decommission the project.  

A fully funded decommissioning plan must be a part of the application, and must be assessed by the 
OPSB prior to approval of the project. Approval of the project without such a plan puts the local 
population at risk. Remember, this is not a single-site generating facility. Even without a statutory 
requirement to provide such a plan, the OPSB has it within its power to require it. 

 

Final Observations 

These are hard decisions that the OPSB needs to make. They will be life alternating for everybody for 
or against this project.  The community is divided and that rift will only get bigger.     

As Warren Buffet has indicated, if you give me a credit, I will build a wind turbine.  Firelands Wind is a 
business entity with partners who can write every investment dollar off on their taxes.   The little 
people will walk away with little compensation when they abandon their homes or sell at a fraction of 
their life investment/dreams.  Some people might not be able to recover from this destruction.     

Thank you for allowing me to incorporate more material.   

Cheryl Mira 

 

 



  ATTACHMENT I 
 

Emerson Creek Wind Farm 

Turbines Around Bellevue, Ohio  

Turbines Within the Bellevue-Castalia Karst Zone  

 

 

Seneca Caverns 
South of Bellevue 

Turbines: 

T34  T87 

T38  T26 

North of Bellevue 
Turbines: 

T73 

T74 

 

Republic Wind Farm 

Turbines in Karst Area 
 

T40, T42, T39, T41, T43 
T46, T47 
T45, T44 



         Attachment II 
 
 
 
Karst: 
 

 ODNR:  Ground Water Induced Flooding in the Bellevue, OH area 

Spring & Summer 2008 (select pages) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ground Water Induced Flooding
in the Bellevue Ohio Area
Spring and Summer 2008

ODNR—Division of Water

James Raab, Bill Haiker, and Wayne Jones

and

ODNR—Division of Geological Survey

Michael Angle, Rick Pavey, Mac Swinford, and Donovan Powers

ODNR Division of Water Technical Report of Investigation 2009-1

January 2009





2 GROUND WATER INDUCED FLOODING IN THE BELLEVUE OHIO AREA

Figure 1.—Location map of the study area..



4 GROUND WATER INDUCED FLOODING IN THE BELLEVUE OHIO AREA

Figure 3.—Karst areas in north central Ohio. Modifi ed from Known and Probable Karst, Pavey, R. et al.









 
 
 
 
        Attachment  III 
 
 
Property Values:   
 
 

 Deliver the “Dream” or the “Nightmare”? 

 
 Industrial wind turbines may result in $27 million property value decline   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment III 
 
 
 
 
Property Values:   Deliver the “Dream” or the “Nightmare”? 
 
 
 
Why do all of the commericals and social media clips show the “Dream”?  Not a 
house in the background! 
 
After they have been installed, then the pictures depict  the “Nightmare”.   Houses 
packed upon among the turbines, without any thought of compensating the non-
participating residents.    
 
OPSB please require adequate “buffer” zones of 3 to 5 miles.  Better yet, deny 
them. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Attachment IV 

 
 
 
October 22, 2018 • Letters, Ohio 

Industrial wind turbines may result in $27 
million property value decline   

Credit:  The Advertiser-Tribune | Oct 22, 2018 | www.advertiser-tribune.com ~~ 



 
 
 



 

 
Attachment V & VI 

 
 

Cut the Subsidies 
 
 

 It’s time to follow Mexico & pull the plug on “renewables” 

 
 Wind, solar power sectors no longer need subsidies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









filed:  August 15, 2020 • Nebraska, Opinions 

Wind, solar power sectors no longer need 
subsidies   

Credit:  Midlands Voices: Wind, solar power sectors no longer need subsidies | By Barry Butterfield | 
Omaha World-Herald | omaha.com ~~ 



Barry Butterfield, of Omaha, is a retired engineer and member emeritus of the 
American Nuclear Society.
Source:  Midlands Voices: Wind, solar power sectors no longer need subsidies | By Barry Butterfield | 
Omaha World-Herald | omaha.com 
 



 
Attachment VII 

 
 
 
 
Energy Poor 
 
 
 

 

Nigel Farage on Wind Energy - The greatest transfer of wealth from the poor to the rich in modern 
times. 
 

 In yet another effort to climb aboard the latest politically correct narrative the renewables 
industry has lately been making the case that climate change disproportionately affects the 
poor. This time they are correct but, no surprise, in the exact opposite way that they portray. 
Instead of directly helping the poor with solutions and training they instead want to give 
trillions of dollars to billionaire corporations on the promise of having better weather 100 
years from now. Ask the poor what they really think about such a scheme. Leave it to 
organizations like the Sierra club, AWEA, and the entire renewables industry to abuse the 
poor while pretending to help them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

CALIFORNIA DREAMIN’ 

Michael Shellenberger’s latest column for Forbes may foreshadow Ohio’s future if HB 6 is repealed and 
the state’s nuclear plants are shut down.    

“And yesterday, California had to impose rolling blackouts because it had failed to maintain sufficient 
reliable power from natural gas and nuclear plants, or pay in advance for enough guaranteed electricity 
imports from other states. It may be that California’s utilities and their regulator, the California Public 
Utilities Commission, which is also controlled by Gov. Newsom, didn’t want to spend the extra money to 
guarantee the additional electricity out of fears of raising California’s electricity prices even more than 
they had already raised them. California saw its electricity prices rise six times more than the rest of the 
United States from 2011 to 2019, due to its huge expansion of renewables. Republicans in the U.S. 
Congress have pointed to that massive increase to challenge justifications by Democrats to spend $2 
trillion on renewables in the name of climate change.  Even though the cost of solar panels declined 
dramatically between 2011 and 2019, their unreliable and weather-dependent nature meant that they 
imposed large new costs in the form of storage and transmission to keep electricity as reliable. 
California’s solar panels and farms were all turning off as the blackouts began, with no help available 
from the states to the East already in nightfall.”  This article is another “must read”.   We also 
recommend a “must watch” by Michael as he asks whether we have to destroy the earth to save 
it?   Apparently the Icebreaker advocates think we do. 

https://www.prageru.com/video/do-we-have-to-destroy-the-earth-to-save-it/ 

 

 

 



Attachment VIII 

 

 

Emerson Creek Wind Farm 

Turbines Around Bellevue, Ohio  

Turbine 24:  2,608 Feet from Bellevue Reservoir #4 

Please Reference the Maps Mailed to OPSB that identify  

the 1-mile and 2-mile Radius Around Bellevue, Ohio 

 

 

Bellevue Reservoir #4 

Turbines 

T24  T75 

T25  T26 



 
Attachment IX & X 

 
 

 Huron County Map:  T24 – one mile radius 

 
 

 Huron County Map:  T24 – two mile radius 
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Attachment XII 

 

Emerson Creek Wind Farm 

Turbines Around Wagner Quarry, Portland Road 

This is an Active Quarry with 2 Turbines on Quarry Rim 

 

 

Turbine 1 

Turbine 2 
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