


 
August 3, 2020 

 
 

 

 

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL 

 

 

 

 

Re:  Public Information Meeting for Hecate Energy‘s New Market Solar Project in 

Highland County, Ohio 

 

Dear  : 

I am writing to let you know about a public information meeting scheduled for Monday, 

August 24, 2020 from 6pm to 7:30pm for a proposed solar energy project in your area. Affiliates 

of Hecate Energy LLC, Hecate Energy Highland 4 LLC and Hecate Energy Highland 2, LLC 

(collectively “Hecate Energy”) are proposing to construct and operate the New Market Solar Farm 

on approximately 1,116 acres in Clay and Whiteoak Townships in Highland County, Ohio (“New 

Market Solar” or “Project”).  

The Project will consist of two separate and distinct facilities: (1) New Market Solar I, 

which is a 65 MW facility that will occupy 582 acres of the Project site; and (2) New Market Solar 

II, a 35 MW facility which will occupy 222 acres of the Project site.  These facilities will generate 

clean, renewable electricity and deliver that electricity to the regional grid though Dayton Power 

& Light’s Clay Substation.  The facilities are designed to minimize impacts to the environment 

and natural resources as well as the viewshed of adjacent property owners.   Construction is 

anticipated to begin in early 2021, with completion and the start of commercial operations by the 

fourth quarter of 2021.   

While we would like to meet with the community to discuss the Project in person, we are 

sensitive to the health issues presented by COVID-19.  As a result, on Monday, August 24, 2020 

from 6pm to 7:30pm, Hecate Energy will host a live telephone question and answer (“Q&A”) 

session to outline the plans for the Project and invite you to attend. The community will be able to 

direct questions regarding the Project to the Development Team. To participate in the live Q&A, 

please call 800-368-1029 (toll free) or 334-777-6981 and enter PIN 845650.     

To provide you with some background regarding the Project in advance of the live Q&A 

session, a pre-recorded presentation is available at the Project website at 

http://www.NewMarketSolar.com. You will be able to review this at your convenience in advance 

of the Q&A session.  A hard copy of the presentation slides are included with this letter.  The hard 

copy includes a map of the Project site and the surrounding area.  An interactive map can be viewed 

at the Project website as well.   You may certainly submit your questions and comments to me or 

through the Project website in advance of the session and we will answer them during the live 

Q&A session.   
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Following the public information meeting, Hecate Energy plans to file an application for a 

Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (“Certificate”) for the Project with 

the Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB” or “Board”).   

The OPSB’s case number for the Project is 20-1288-EL-BGN.  The docket for the case can 

be reviewed at https://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=20-1288-EL-BGN.  Once the 

application is submitted, the Staff of the OPSB will review and investigate the application. The 

Staff will issue a Report and Recommendation to the Board as to whether the Certificate should 

issue. Once the Staff Report and Recommendation is issued, a local public hearing will be 

scheduled, along with an adjudicatory hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.  Following 

the adjudicatory hearing, the Administrative Law Judge will issue a written decision and 

recommendation to the Board with respect to the application.  The Board ultimately decides 

whether to issue the Certificate.   

OPSB accepts written comments on the Project from interested persons at any time, as well 

as written or oral testimony from any person at the public hearing.  Petitions to intervene in in the 

adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by OPSB in accordance with a deadline to be set by 

OPSB.  If you wish to contact the Board, the contact information is set forth below.  

The Ohio Power Siting Board 

180 East Broad Street  

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

1 (866) 270-6772 

contactOPSB@puc.state.oh.us 

www.opsb.ohio.gov 

 

Please call me at 833-536-0023 (toll free) or email me at NewMarketSolar@HecateEnergy.com 

with any questions about the public information meeting or the New Market Solar Project.  We 

look forward to speaking with you on Monday, August 24, 2020.  

 

 

Patti Shorr 

Vice President of Development 

Hecate Energy LLC 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
INFORMATION MEETING FOR 

PROPOSED MAJOR UTILITY 
FACILITY

Hecate Energy schedules public information meeting for Monday, August 24, 2020 from 

6pm to 7:30pm to outline plans for 100 MW solar-powered electric generation facility in 

Highland County, Ohio.
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Waw-wil-a-way Chapter 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
met at the Presbyterian 
church on Aug. 1 wear-
ing face masks and social 
distancing. New member 
Dixie Stiegler of Mission 
Viejo, California joined 
by Zoom. Betty Jo Fite 
Ratliff was sworn in as a 
new member. Not in atten-
dance was new member 
Scarlett Hufford Thomas.

Tonia Edwards pre-
sented an interesting and 
informative program on 
Daughters of Freedom, 
the 19th Amendment. It 
is amazing that it took 
women over 70 years to 
get politicians and states 
to agree to women�s vot-
ing rights. Some of the 
ladies who started the 
movement never lived to 
see the fruit of their labor. 
This year is the 100th 
anniversary of the 19th 
amendment.

Seventeen members, 
associate members, State 
Regent Kathleen Dixon, 
SW District Director Dar-
lene West and prospective 

member Mary Hawthorne 
attended.

After the business 
meeting the group filled 
14 bags for the homeless 
with socks, sanitizer, wet 
wipes, fast food gift cards, 
toothbrushes, snacks and 
other items. It delivered 
seven to Highland County 

Community Action and 
seven to the Highland 
County Homeless Shelter 
to be distributed to those 
who are on their own on 
the streets. The group 
had some materials left 
so it will be able to make 
a few more bags. Each of 
the members donated the 

items.
The Daughters of the 

American Revolution is 
a nonprofit service orga-
nization dating to 1890. 
There is no discrimina-
tion for membership, but 
a woman must be 18 and 
prove lineage to someone 
who helped in the Amer-

ica Revolution. Many of 
the members serve in 
various community volun-
teer organizations.

The next meeting will 
be a tour of the Karnes 
Orchard facility with 
lunch and a meeting at 
the Rainsboro school 
shelter house on Sept. 12.

It will participate in the 
yard sale for the Highland 
County Historical Society 
on Aug. 15 and at Pioneer 
Day on Aug. 29 at Scott 
House in Hillsboro.
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Local DAR group makes care bags for area homeless
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Bratton, Bennington 
win scholarships
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The 2021 veteran 

banner season order 
forms in Hillsboro are 
now available. Applica-
tions are available at 
the Highland County 
Veterans Service Office, 
Highland House 
Museum or online at: 
http://co.highland.
oh.us/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/2021-
BANNER-APPLICA-
TION.pdf. For more 
information call Vicki 
Knauff at 937-393-3392 
or text Steph Roland at 
937-763-8164. The annu-
al project is hosted by 
Support Our Troops Of 
Highland County, High-
land County Historical 
Society and Hillsboro 
Uptown Renaissance 
Project.
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A special Greenfield 

Village Council meeting 
has been set for 3 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 14 to consid-
er emergency legislation 
to appoint a patrol officer. 
This will be followed by 
a work session to discuss 
Greenfield zoning and 
updates.
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The Hillsboro City 

Schools Board of Educa-
tion will meet in regular 
session at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Aug. 17 at the board 
offices, 39 Willettsville. 
The board finance com-
mittee will meet the 
same date and location at 
6 p.m.
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The Lynchburg-Clay 

Board of Education will 
meet in regular session at 
6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 17 
at the board of education 

building.
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The Hillsboro Zoning 
and Annexation Com-
mittee will meet at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18 
at 204 N. East St. (Paint 
Creek Firehouse). The 
topic of the meeting will 
be the use of an alley as 
a drive through, demoli-
tion of structures, and 
regulations of city parks 
ordinance.
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The Highland County 

North Joint Fire and 
Ambulance District 
Board of Trustees meet-
ing will be held at 200 
South St. in Leesburg 
on Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 
8 p.m. For further infor-
mation, contact fiscal 
officer Roger Grimsley 
at 937-780-6909 ext. 
103.
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The Southern State 

Community College 
Board of Trustees is 
scheduled to meet at 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 
19 on the central cam-
pus, 100 Hobart Dr., 
Hillsboro. The board 
will enter into executive 
session for the purpose 
of discussing the pur-
chase or sale of prop-
erty.
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Due to the COVID-19 
outbreak the Highland 
County Historical Soci-
ety is postponing its 
hall of fame induction 
ceremony scheduled for 
Aug. 16. The event will 
be rescheduled at a later 
date.
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