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On May 29, 2020, Columbia filed an Application for authority to modify its 
accounting procedures.1 On June 10, 2020, the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
Staff (“Staff”) filed its review and recommendation of Columbia’s Application2 
and then OCC filed its comments on July 9, 2020.3 The Public Utilities Commission 
of Ohio (the “Commission”) issued its Finding and Order on July 15, 2020, 
granting Columbia’s Application with certain clarification and guidance.4 On 
August 14, 2020, OCC filed an Application for Rehearing from the July 15, 2020 
Finding and Order.5 
 
 The Commission should deny OCC’s Application for Rehearing in its 
entirety. As a threshold matter, OCC raises nothing new for the Commission’s 

                                                 
1 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods, Case No. 20-1104-GA-AAM, Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. (May 29, 2020) 
(“Application”). 
2 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods, Case No. 20-1104-GA-AAM, Staff Review (June 10, 2020) (“Staff Review”). 
3 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods, Case No. 20-1104-GA-AAM, Comments of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (July 9, 2020) 
(“OCC Comments”). 
4 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods, Case No. 20-1104-GA-AAM, Finding and Order (July 15, 2020) (“Finding and Order”).  
5 In the Matter of the Application of Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval to Change Accounting 
Methods, Case No. 20-1104-GA-AAM, Application for Rehearing (Aug. 14, 2020) (“Application for 
Rehearing”).  



 
 

consideration that OCC hasn’t already raised in its July 9, 2020 comments.6 For this 
reason alone the Commission should deny OCC’s Application for Rehearing.  
 

Even if the Commission chooses to address OCC’s substantive arguments, 
the Commission has already rejected the arguments raised by OCC and should 
again reject OCC’s substantive arguments. 

 
First, OCC again argues that Columbia’s Application should be rejected 

because it does not demonstrate that Columbia’s revenues are insufficient.7 This is 
not so. Staff stated that the costs included in rates are insufficient, although the 
deferral’s exact amount is currently unknown,8 and the Commission found Staff’s 
plan to be reasonable.9 The Commission stated that the exact amount of recovery 
will be reviewed and addressed in a future proceeding.10 The OCC has offered no 
new reasons for the Commission to alter its previous decision. The Commission 
should therefore again reject OCC’s argument.  

 
Second, OCC again argues that Columbia’s Application fails to 

demonstrate that the costs that Columbia seeks to defer are material.11 Staff stated 
that at this time, it cannot be determined if costs are material, but that it is 
reasonably probable that the costs will be material.12 The Commission found that 
Staff’s approach was reasonable.13 OCC offers no reason for the Commission to 
change course.   

 
Third, OCC again argues that Columbia’s Application fails to demonstrate 

that Columbia’s costs have increased or that these increases will cause Columbia 
harm.14 Staff found that there is a realistic chance that Columbia would experience 
financial harm15 and the Commission found Staff’s approach was reasonable.16 The 
Commission should therefore once again reject OCC’s argument.  

                                                 
6 OCC Comments at 4-5 (July 9, 2020).  
7 Application for Rehearing at 3 (August 14, 2020); OCC Comments at 8 (July 9, 2020). 
8 Staff Review at 3 (June 10, 2020). 
9 Finding and Order at 9 (July 15, 2020).  
10 Finding and Order at 10 (July 15, 2020).  
11 Application for Rehearing at 4 (August 14, 2020); OCC Comments at 4-5 (July 9, 2020).  
12 Staff Review at 3 (June 10, 2020).  
13 Finding and Order at 6 (July 15, 2020).  
14 Application for Rehearing at 5 (August 14, 2020); OCC Comments at 5 (July 9, 2020).  
15 Staff Review at 3 (June 10, 2020). 
16 Finding and Order at 6 (July 15, 2020).  



 
 

In conclusion, the Commission already approved Columbia’s Application 
and found Staff’s approach to be reasonable.17 Further, the Commission has 
already directed Columbia to track costs due to the emergency, track avoided costs 
due to the emergency, and the deferred amounts will be reviewed in a future 
proceeding.18 The Commission has adeptly shown its ability to exercise its proper 
authority to help customers during the emergency while also balancing the 
impacts to Ohio’s utilities. OCC offers no reason for the Commission to change its 
mind.  
 

For these reasons, the Commission should deny OCC’s Application for 
Rehearing.  
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COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 
 
/s/ Joseph M. Clark     
Joseph M. Clark, Asst. Gen. Counsel 
(0080711) 

      290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 
      P.O. Box 117 
      Columbus, Ohio 43215 
      Telephone: (614) 460-6988 
      Email: josephclark@nisource.com 

 
(Willing to accept service by email) 
 
Attorney for  
COLUMBIA GAS OF OHIO, INC. 

                                                 
17 Finding and Order at 9 (July 15, 2020).  
18 Finding and Order at 10 (July 15, 2020). 
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