
From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 9:02:09 AM

 
 

From: Bryant, Donald Ashley <dab14@psu.edu> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:51 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Icebreaker Wind project
 
Dear Chairman Randazzo and Board Members,
 
I am writing to thank you for your decision to require feathering to protect birds at the Icebreaker
Wind project. I support renewable energy development when it minimizes its impacts to wildlife.
However, with so many important promises left unfulfilled by developers, I strongly believe you
were right to take this common-sense step to protect migratory birds and bats. 
 
As you are aware, the project site has been designated a Globally Important Bird Area by the
National Audubon Society because of its use by millions of birds. The project developers have yet to
provide a plan for monitoring bird kills at the facility and there has been no mention of mitigating
these impacts through conservation actions. This leaves too much risk and too many unknowns in an
area of great importance to birds—and humans.
 
Like millions of Americans, I value birds for their aesthetic, economic, and intrinsic value. A recent
study has showed that the United States and Canada lost nearly 3 billion birds—nearly 30 percent of
the total population—since 1970. This is not the time to take chances with our declining bird
populations. 
 
Thank you for your common-sense decision to require feathering to protect this diminishing public
resource. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Donald A. Bryant
 
403C Althouse Laboratory
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802

http://bmb.psu.edu/directory/dab14

Phone: 814-865-1992
Fax:      814-863-7024

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbmb.psu.edu%2Fdirectory%2Fdab14&data=02%7C01%7Ccontactopsb%40puco.ohio.gov%7Cc98195b17a214e22085908d843c0d9d5%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C1%7C637333842855738689&sdata=5UJFAltvnnVdzoOL8Av1jP2kGf%2Fw5QKs2144IkDO3Yk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:docketing@puco.ohio.gov
mailto:contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov


e-mail:  dab14@psu.edu

Research  Professor of Chemistry and Biochemistry
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717

Thankfully, persistence is a great substitute for talent.

Steve Martin

"Dans les champs de l'observation le hasard ne favorise que les esprits préparés.”

(In fields of observation, chance only favors the prepared mind.”

Louis Pasteur

Ergo: Be prepared and be persistent!
 
 
 

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available. 
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:11:31 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Kingfisher500 <kingfisher500@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 4:58 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Icebreaker Wind Project

Dear Chairman Randazzo and Board Members:

I hope that I may be able to visit this part of Ohio, as I have done for many years, to witness the spectacle of
migratory birds staging to cross Lake Erie on their way to their breeding grounds.

I am writing to thank you for your decision to require feathering to protect birds at the Icebreaker Wind project. I
support renewable energy development if it minimizes its impacts to wildlife. But with so many important promises
left unfulfilled by the developer, I strongly believe you were right to take this commonsense step to protect
migratory birds and bats.

As you know, the project site is in a National Audubon Society-designated Globally Important Bird Area due to its
use by millions of birds. The project developers have yet to provide a plan for monitoring bird kills at the facility,
and there has been no mention of mitigating these impacts through conservation actions. This leaves too much risk
and too many unknowns in an area of great importance to birds.

Like millions of Americans, I value birds for their aesthetic, economic, and intrinsic value. But a recent study shows
that the United States and Canada lost nearly 3 billion birds — almost 30 percent of the total population — since
1970.

This is not the time to take chances with our declining bird populations. Thank you for your commonsense decision
to require feathering to protect this diminishing public resource.

Sincerely,

--
Elliot Kirschbaum
Shepherdstown, WV
kingfisher500 at comcast dot net

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not click links or
open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov <mailto:csc@ohio.gov> or click the Phish Alert Button if
available.
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 9:00:53 AM

 
 

From: Jenette Stadnik <jenettemstadnik@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 8:51 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Uphold need for feathering during migration months
 
 Randazzo and Board Members:
 
I recently learned of your decision to require feathering of the wind turbines to protect birds at the
Icebreaker Wind project. I wholeheartedly believe you were right to take this commonsense step to
protect migratory birds and bats.
 
As you know, the project developers have yet to provide a way to monitor the amount of birds killed
as a result of striking the turbines' blades. As such, the risk is too great to allow for the turbines
operation during migration months.
 
I take the health of our state's ecology very seriously- particularly concerning our migratory birds
and the clear pathways they need to make it to their breeding destinations. Birds are beautiful and a
small miracle of nature! Unfortunately, the turbines disrupt this miracle. 
 
With bird populations on the decline as it is, I thank you for your commonsense decision to require
feathering to protect these vulnerable animals. Please uphold this decision. 
 

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available. 
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:13:12 PM

 
 

From: Tom Kuehl <tjk.kuehl@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 2:46 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Icebreaker Wind project
 
Dear Chairman Randazzo and Board Members:

 
While I would have preferred a complete rejection of the project I am writing to thank you for your
decision to require feathering to protect birds at the Icebreaker Wind project. In general I do not
support wind development due to its negative impact to communities and wildlife, its low density for
the production of electricity that results in an outsized loss of habitat, and certainly am dismayed
that government subsidies incentivize development for the benefit of few rather than all.
 
I support the positions taken by the Black Swamp Bird Observatory regarding the sensitivity of this
National Audubon Important Bird Area. I have visited the south shores of Lake Erie many times, and
so am quite familiar with what a magical location it is for migratory birds and for us bird-loving public
that visits. I would remind you that the destruction that would occur within the development area
has impacts that goes far beyond Lake Erie and Ohio. I ask that you be good stewards to the  US and
World community and hold your position with respect to your very fine decision to requiring
feathering of the wind turbines to the time of greatest detriment to birds and bats.
 
 Sincerely,
 
Tom Kuehl
Export, Pennsylvania

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available. 
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:11:56 PM

 
 

From: salbright2@aol.com <salbright2@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 4:05 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Icebreaker Windpower, Inc. Case #16-1871 EL-BGN
 
Good Afternoon,
 
Almost two years ago (11/2018), I wrote an article regarding the inevitable avian slaughter that will occur
if the Icebreaker Windpower, Inc. project is allowed to be built in Lake Erie. Here we are again, debating
the issue. This time, however, the project has been issued a permit with a feathering clause at night
during migration. It sickens me, literally, that first, the permit was issued at all, and second, that the
feathering clause might be removed. PLEASE read and consider the information below, that I copied from
the article I wrote in 2018. It is beyond my ability to accept that the flying animals, described below, are
are STILL up for allowable slaughter. How can this be? This horrific idea of allowing the turbines, and
then to consider removing the nighttime protection, is beyond belief. Please have mercy.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Suzanne Albright
Great Lakes Wind Truth
 
“AVIAN SLAUGHTER: In its assessment submitted to the OPSB in response to the
first Icebreaker proposal (then Case # 13-2033-El-BGN), the USFWS stated, “The
waters around Cleveland provide important overwintering habitat for gulls (herring,
ring-billed, Bonaparte’s, great black backed), ducks (greater and lesser scaup, red-
breasted and common mergansers, golden-eye, bufflehead, redhead, canvasback),
common loons and horned grebes. During winter, flocks of over 10,000 birds are not
uncommon…” The document goes on to describe Icebreaker documents citing
European offshore wind energy experience, but fails to mention that several
European countries have banned offshore wind facilities from within 12 miles
of the shoreline, suggesting this is likely due in part to the congregation of
waterfowl nearer to that from shore! Even LEEDCo’s own environmental
assessment reported that between 4-13% of migrants fly within the height of modern
turbine rotors and that ten to hundreds of millions of birds migrate over Lake Erie! The
USFWS states, “Based upon these numbers it would mean that between 400,000
to 13,000,000 songbirds fly at rotor swept height when flying over Lake Erie.”
The Service also stated, based on radar studies of Lake Erie’s southern shore, that
“vast numbers of birds and bats migrate along the shoreline and TRAVEL ACROSS
THE LAKE.” And whether radar or other sophisticated studies, particularly those
studies submitted by the wind industry, claim the Project area is not heavily used by
migrants, it will not matter. Different avian species do not follow the same path every
year. High and low air pressures, temperatures, wind speed and direction, all impact
migratory routes. Where are five-year studies by LEEDCo that prove low numbers in
the Project area? I don’t believe any exist. Even if they did, they would be much less

mailto:docketing@puco.ohio.gov
mailto:contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov


valid than if done by an entity NOT paid by the wind developer. Even more
troublesome, reporting of avian deaths by wind turbines are tracked and reported by
the wind companies, not by government at any level, by independent contractors
assigned by government or other neutral parties. It is commonly compared to “hiring
the fox to guard the hen house.” Carcass counting is typically performed on a
schedule, like 8 hours once every 30-60 days, and within a strictly defined parameter.
In a Great Lake, it would be impossible to track, with carcasses being washed away
or sinking. That is why the number of U.S. avian deaths by turbines vary between
585,000 per year (USFWS) with bats much higher at 800,000 per year, and
somewhere between 13,000,000 and 31,000,000 (Spanish Ornithological Society).
No one knows!
 
The ODNR also responded, saying in regard to red-breasted mergansers, “Lake Erie
is an extremely important staging area for this species, with huge numbers
congregating in November and early December. Some observers have estimated
as many as 250,000 red-breasted mergansers being seen from one spot in one
day.” This was corroborated by Kathy Murphy of the Western Cuyahoga Audubon
Society on their webpage on 2/11/2017. They are just one of the 350-400 species of
birds, bats, and waterfowl found in, along the shoreline, and flying over Lake Erie.

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available. 
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From: Butler, Matthew
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment for 16-1871-EL-BGN
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 4:51:30 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Tracey Smith <boney_smith@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 4:55 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Support

I support your feathering condition to make the world safer for the precious migratory birds. Thank you for caring
and realizing that we must coexist with these marvelous creatures.

Sent from my iPhone

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not click links or
open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov <mailto:csc@ohio.gov> or click the Phish Alert Button if
available.
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Wednesday, August 19, 2020 9:00:40 AM

 
 

From: William Gallo <labmanbill1984@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 9:36 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject: Icebreaker project
 
Dear OPSB Members:
 
     I commend you on your decision to require feathering the turbines on the Icebreaker Wind
Project.  As you may know our bird and bat populations have experienced a serious decline in
numbers over the past few decades and global warming may further stress those populations.  While
I believe it is important to pursue alternate forms of energy let us do so in a responsible, common
sense approach which simply does not trade one type of environmental damage for another.
                                                                       Sincerely,
 
                                                                        William J. Gallo

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available. 
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From: Puco ContactOPSB
To: Puco Docketing
Subject: comment 16-1871
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 5:11:39 PM

 
 

From: wblb@comcast.net <wblb@comcast.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 4:25 PM
To: Puco ContactOPSB <contactopsb@puco.ohio.gov>
Subject:
 
Dear Chairman Randazzo and Board members,
 
 I'm writing to express my support for your feathering decision for the Icebreaker project. 
 Sincerely,
 William L. Bressler
 
 

CAUTION: This is an external email and may not be safe. If the email looks suspicious, please do not
click links or open attachments and forward the email to csc@ohio.gov or click the Phish Alert
Button if available. 
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