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BEFORE  
THE OHIO POWER SITING BOARD 

In the Matter of the Application of The Ohio State 
University for a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility and Public Need for Combined Heat 
and Power Major Unit Facility in Franklin County, 
Ohio on the Campus of The Ohio State University.

)
)
)
)
)
)

Case No. 19-1641-EL-BGN 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF INITIAL NOTICE  

On November 6, 2019, as supplemented, The Ohio State University (“Ohio State” or 

“Applicant”) filed an application with the Ohio Power Siting Board (“OPSB”) for a certificate of 

environmental compatibility and public need (“Application”) to construct a Combined Heat and 

Power (“CHP”) major unit facility on the Ohio State campus in Franklin County, Ohio.  

On January 29, 2020, the Attorney Examiner ordered that Ohio State provide the initial 

notice required by Ohio Adm. Code 4906-3-09(A)(1).  The undersigned certifies that on February 

7, 2020, a copy of the initial notice was served on “those persons that received service of a copy 

of the application pursuant to rule 4906-3-07 of the Administrative Code” in compliance with Ohio 

Adm. Code 4906-3-09(A)(1).1  A true and accurate copy of this notice is attached as Exhibit A.  

The officials served were:  

Franklin County Board of Commissioners  Franklin County Economic Development 
373 S. High Street, 26th Floor & Planning Department  
Columbus, Ohio 43215 150 South Front Street, FSL Suite 10 

Columbus, Ohio 43215  

1 Ohio State owns the property adjacent to the site and so no additional service was required on 
“each owner of a property crossed and/or adjacent to the preferred and alternative routes for 
transmission lines and/or a new generation site.”  Ohio Adm. Code 4906-3-09(A)(1). 
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Franklin County Soil and Water   Cornell R. Robertson, P.E., P.S. 
Conservation District  Franklin County Engineer 
1404 Goodale Boulevard, Suite 100  970 Dublin Road 
Columbus, Ohio 43212  Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Mayor Andrew J. Ginther  Clinton Township Board of Trustees 
Office of the Mayor, City of Columbus, Ohio 3820 Cleveland Avenue 
City Hall, 2nd Floor  Columbus, Ohio 43224 
90 West Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Columbus Metropolitan Library   Columbus Metropolitan Library – Northside 
96 S. Grant Avenue  1423 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215  Columbus, OH 43201 

Respectfully submitted,  

/s/ N. Trevor Alexander 
N. Trevor Alexander  (0080713) 
Steven D. Lesser (0020242) 
CALFEE, HALTER & GRISWOLD LLP 
1200 Huntington Center 
41 South High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Tel: (614) 621-1500 
Fax: (614) 621-0010 
talexander@calfee.com
slesser@calfee.com

Attorneys for The Ohio State University 

mailto:slesser@calfee.com
mailto:talexander@calfee.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that the foregoing was filed electronically through the Docketing Information 

System of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio on this 17th day of February 2020.  The 

PUCO’s e-filing system will electronically serve notice of the filing of this document on counsel 

for all parties.  

/s/ N. Trevor Alexander 
Attorney for The Ohio State University 
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED MAJOR UTILITY FACILITY  

Pursuant to Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Rule 4906-3-09(A)(1), The Ohio State University 
(“Ohio State”) is notifying you of a proposed combined heat and power (“CHP”) major unit facility 
to be located on the campus of The Ohio State University in Franklin County, Ohio, as shown in 
the map below. This notification is part of a standard process required by the Ohio Power Siting 
Board prior to planned public hearings.  

The CHP facility will produce thermal energy powered by natural gas while introducing electricity 
generation on campus and will serve as a primary source of heating and electricity to the Columbus 
campus. The heating capacity of the CHP facility will be 285 klbs/hour of superheated steam. The 
CHP facility will have a nameplate maximum output capacity of 105.5 MW and will include the 
installation of two natural gas combustion turbine generators and one steam turbine generator.  

Ohio State has filed with the Ohio Power Siting Board (Board or Power Siting Board) an 
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to construct the CHP 
facility in Case No. 19-1641-EL-BGN, which is now pending before the Board. Copies of the 
Application were served upon the Franklin County Board of Commissioners, Franklin County 
Economic Development and Planning Department, Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Franklin County Engineer, City of Columbus office of the Mayor, and the Clinton 
Township Board of Trustees.  A copy of the Application was also provided to and is available for 
public review at the Columbus Metropolitan Library branches at 96 S. Grant Avenue, Columbus 
Ohio 43215 and 1423 N. High Street, Columbus Ohio 43201. The Application is also available 
from Ohio State’s website at https://buildingthefuture.osu.edu/combined-heat-and-power-plant, 
from the Board at https://www.opsb.ohio.gov/ or by calling 1-866-270-6772. 

The Board follows the following criteria for approving an application for a major utility facility: 
(1) The basis of the need for the facility if the facility is an electric transmission line or gas pipeline; 
(2) The nature of the probable environmental impact; (3) That the facility represents the minimum 
adverse environmental impact, considering the state of available technology and the nature and 
economics of the various alternatives, and other pertinent considerations; (4) In the case of an 
electric transmission line or generating facility, that the facility is consistent with regional plans 
for expansion of the electric power grid of the electric systems serving this state and interconnected 
utility systems and that the facility will serve the interests of electric system economy and 
reliability; (5) That the facility will comply with Chapters 3704., 3734., and 6111. of the Revised 
Code and all rules and standards adopted under those chapters and under section 4561.32 of the 
Revised Code. In determining whether the facility will comply with all rules and standards adopted 
under section 4561.32 of the Revised Code, the board shall consult with the office of aviation of 
the division of multi-modal planning and programs of the department of transportation under 
section 4561.341 of the Revised Code. (6) That the facility will serve the public interest, 
convenience, and necessity; (7) In addition to the provisions contained in divisions (A)(1) to (6) 
of this section and rules adopted under those divisions, what its impact will be on the viability as 
agricultural land of any land in an existing agricultural district established under Chapter 929. of 

https://buildingthefuture.osu.edu/combined-heat-and-power-plant
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the Revised Code that is located within the site and alternative site of the proposed major utility 
facility. Rules adopted to evaluate impact under division (A)(7) of this section shall not require the 
compilation, creation, submission, or production of any information, document, or other data 
pertaining to land not located within the site and alternative site. (8) That the facility incorporates 
maximum feasible water conservation practices as determined by the board, considering available 
technology and the nature and economics of the various alternatives. 

R.C. 4906.07(C) provides “The chairperson of the power siting board shall cause each application 
filed with the board to be investigated and shall, not less than fifteen days prior to the date any 
application is set for hearing submit a written report to the board and to the applicant. A copy of 
such report shall be made available to any person upon request. Such report shall set forth the 
nature of the investigation, and shall contain recommended findings with regard to division (A) of 
section 4906.10 of the Revised Code and shall become part of the record and served upon all 
parties to the proceeding.” 

R.C. 4906.07(A) provides that upon the receipt of an application complying with R.C. 4906.06, 
the OPSB shall promptly fix a date for a public hearing thereon, not less than 60 nor more than 
90 days after such receipt, and shall conclude the proceeding as expeditiously as practicable. The 
public hearing shall consist of two parts: 

(a) A local public hearing, pursuant to R.C. 4906.08(C), where the Board shall accept written 
or oral testimony from any person, commencing on April 9, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., at the Ohio 
History Center, 800 East 17th Avenue, Cardinal Classroom, Columbus, Ohio 43211-2497. 

(b) An adjudicatory hearing to commence on April 23, 2020, at 10:00 a.m., at the offices of 
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, 180 East Broad Street, 11th Floor, Hearing Room 
11-D, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793. 

R.C. 4906.08(C) provides that “[t]he board shall accept written or oral testimony from any person 
at the public hearing, but the right to call and examine witnesses shall be reserved for parties. 
However, the board may adopt rules to exclude repetitive, immaterial, or irrelevant testimony.” 

Petitions to intervene in the adjudicatory hearing will be accepted by the Board up to 30 days 
following publication of the notice required by Ohio Adm.Code 4906-3-09, or by March 16, 2020, 
whichever is later. However, the Board strongly encourages interested persons who wish to 
intervene in the adjudicatory hearing to file their petitions as soon as possible. Petitions should be 
addressed to the Ohio Power Siting Board, 180 East Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-3793, 
and cite Case No. 19-1641-EL-BGN. 
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This foregoing document was electronically filed with the Public Utilities 

Commission of Ohio Docketing Information System on 

2/17/2020 3:53:45 PM

in

Case No(s). 19-1641-EL-BGN

Summary: Certificate of Service of Initial Notice electronically filed by Mr. Trevor  Alexander on
behalf of The Ohio State University


