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The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCQO”) seeks comments on its
proposed amendments to Ohio Adm.Code 4901-3, for its responsibilities under the Ohio
Open Meetings Act. This opportunity to comment is appreciated.

The Open Meetings Act, in R.C. 121.22(A), is to be “liberally construed to
require public officials to take official action and to conduct all deliberations upon
official business only in open meetings unless the subject matter is specifically excepted
by law.” The PUCO’s rules for its open meetings (Ohio Adm.Code 4901-3-01) should be
modified by adding the statutory wording from R.C. 121.22(A) that “all deliberations”
shall be conducted in open meetings.

In addition, a Georgia rule should be adopted as part of the modifications to the
PUCO’s Open Meetings Rule. The Georgia rule provides that, “every member of the
Commission will, in all cases, reserve his/her opinion and in no way commit in advance

of touching the merits of any matter or question to be passed upon by the Commission or



that should be dealt with by it, until the facts and evidence are all submitted, and the
Commission considers the same in administrative session.”!
Accordingly, the PUCO should adopt the following revisions to its Open

Meetings rule.

0.A.C. 4901-3-01 Commission meetings.

(A) Open meetings.

(1) All meetings of the public utilities commission at which official action is taken and
formal deliberation upon official business is conducted shall be opened to the public. In
accordance with section 121.22(a) of the revised code, the Public Utilities Commission
shall conduct all deliberations upon official business only in open meetings unless the
subject matter is specifically excepted by law. All resolutions, rules, or formal action of
any kind shall be adopted in an open meeting of the public utilities commission. A
majority of the public utilities commission shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of
conducting business. Every member of the Public Utilities Commission will, in all cases,
reserve his or her opinion and in no way commit himself or herself in advance touching
the merits of any matter or question to be passed upon by the commission or that should
be dealt with by it, until the facts and evidence are all submitted and the commission
considers the same in its open meeting.

ok
In conclusion, the above proposed changes to Ohio Adm.Code 4901-3-01 (the

PUCO Open Meetings rule) should be adopted. The changes will further the PUCO’s

implementation of Ohio’s Open Meetings Act, under Ohio’s Sunshine Laws, for

transparency in the public’s state government.

' Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. 515-2-1.01.
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